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Aftkk the death of king Kdward T. the crown, by hereditary 
r^it, fell lo his 8on Edward, of Carnarvon. Tliis prince, who 
WB8 now three-aiid- twenty years of age, mad(^ an unfortunate 
step in the beginning of hisgovcrnmcnt ; for he recalled Pierce 
Qaveston, a person generally disliked by the nobility, and 
latdy baniiUied the kingdom. Itut GaveKton being bred with 
this prince from his childhood, and afWwards applying to 
his humour, and flattering his pleasures gained his affection so 
fiu* that the king would by no means live without him. It wan 
most probably upon the score of this favourite that he impri- 
wned Walter Langton, bishop of Cheater. Thirt prelate was 
then lord trpABurer, and one of the cxecutflrs to the late king's 
will ; hut thefie ailvantagea of trust and etatinn were no secu- 
rity against the young king'^s displeaatire. It seems he had 
formerly I)een chocked in the sallies of his youth, and repri- 
manded for his prodigality, by the bishop. This freedom he 
wiuld by no meaim digifst ; and therefore, before his father's 
funeral v(t» over, he ordered the bishop to be confined, seized 
bis temporalities, and brought him to an account for \m 
VMUiAgoment of the trcasur}-. IJut here the bishop, justifying 
liintacif from point to point, making a full defence, and being 
tviip|wirtcd by the pope's mediation, gained the king's favour lo 
a lulerabie degree, aod had his csUte restored luni. 
^mp VOL. lit. 
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Tlie king, soon after his accession to the throne, recalled tf 
orchbitdiup of Canterbury from bis exile, desiring to bo 
' crowned hy Iiiin ; but the archbishop, being too infimi to reach 
Kn^laiid at the time appointed for the coronation, sent a com- 
mission under seal to the bishops of Winchester, Salisbury, 
and Chichester, empowering any one of them to execute that 
office in bin stead : the king, who was to make the choic^^J 
pitched uiM)n ^\*oftdlock. bishop of Winchester. ^H 

The archbishop ujmii his return stood very well at court, till ' 
he weakened his interest by refusing to dispense with the , 
canons. To give some light into this matter, we are to ob- 
aerre, tJiat Pccham, the late archbishop of Canterbmy. had 
declared against pluralities and non-rc^idcnc}' in bia constitu- 
tions. The canons made in the synod where he presided de- I 
creed that the first living should be void upon tJie taking of a 
second; and if the incumbent was not in priest's onlnrs at his. 
induction, the benefice should be void ; and if those who wor^H 
nnn -resident did not refonii ni>on admonition, they were liable " 
to the same forfeiture. Thou-jh those canons did nothing more 
than enforce the customary discipline of tlie Church, and repeat 
what had been done by several councils, yet the king was de> 
uroua lo have a singularity of privilege, and carry his prcroga^ 
live through these restraints. This inclination made him p 
for an exemption for the court chaplains, tlint such clerks w 
fither officiated in his cliapfl, or served him in secular empi 
menta, might liave institution given them, without being tied to 
nwidence, to any set number of benefices, or obliged to be in 
pricHt's orders. A nd, at this rate, they niust Imve brnko through 
the canons of the church, received the profits of the cure with- 
out performing the office, or so much as being qualified to do 
it ; but the archbisliop thought it more eligible to venture the 
tons of the kingV favour, than comply to such a latitude. 

And as the king bore somewhat too hard upon the Chu 
IIm? pope on the other hand made no difficulty to encroach up 
tho crown. The case was this : the king had given the arc 
doMonry of Hichmond to one John Sandal, a court clerk ; t 
pope pretends to (tucslion the right of the dispoeition, and ci 
ihiN Sandal In Home to make good bis title; the king com- 
plains of thif* citation in a letter to the pojw, and tells him, 
"lliat should the sinnmons have its effect, it would pUinly 
tend to the disinherison of his crown, a«d diminution of hia 
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royal dignity; especially if the cause sliould be tried in any ROUArd 

plaee out of the realm. To prevent which inconvenience, he > ! - 

had precluded tlie said Sandal from appearing either in person 
or by proxy in any foreign court. He desires the pope there- TT^Wwy 
fore not to interpose his authority, nor issue out any process ^atl'j!!t^ 
against the said John Sandal, giving his holinpss to understand, ^"^''i^m 
tliat in case any contest happened, ho shouhl be obliged to 
defend his prerogative, andmainUun the archdeacon in his pro- 
ferment. And supposiug be should be willing to pas8 over the 
matter, and resign to his holiucss, the great men of the realm, Jii^J^'ij. 
who were sworn to supixirt the crown, would by uo means con- '*'»• **"■ 
cur with him to his own disadvantage. 185. 

Mot long after, the king wrot* another letter to the pope C'onwin. 
inst citing his subjecte to Rome, in the case of the master i^kt. 
tf tlie hospital at Dover. .Ji^; * P" 

On the other hand, the pope makes a long remonstrance to 
the king, that the privileges of holy Chui-ch M-ere violated. 
Amongst otiier things, which I shall pass over, Ins holiness 
complains, " that the king's shoriflH and officont seized the pro* 
fits and revenues of the pi-eUtca and clergy at discretion ; that 
his bigluieas's officers, and/ithcrs of the nobility, upon pretence 
that the churches and monasteries were founded by their ancea- 
tora, frequently quartered upon those houses, put them under 
contribution, and forcibly carried off sometimes a fourth part, 
and suinetimes half of their goods and chattels. 

" And if any such injured person liappened to be so hardy 
as not to submit to all this rapine and ill usage, he was pre- 
sently thrown out of the kingV protection, and all his effects 
seized. 

" And where the custody of bishoprics, monasteries, or other 
ecclesiastical benefices fell into the bauds of the king, or the 
nobility, upon the scon? of jiati'onagc and vacancy, their timber 
is cut down, their warrens, parks, and ponds unfuniished, and, 
in short-, their estates, in all circumstances, miserably harassod 
and destroyed ; insomuch, that it is a long time before they 
can be brought to any tolerable condition.'' eiltmr!' 

This letter was written to tlie bishop of Worcewter, lord 
chanccllnr, with directions to commtmicate it to the king, and 
admonish him upon the contents. 

To this year, or the next, wc may reckon the death of tho 
famous school divine, John Duns Scotus. The country of bin 

n 2 



4 EI'CLESIASTICAL HTSTOKY [book ri 

wrN- ^ birth b coiilroverU^ ; some afiirni )iim bum al DiiistAin, 
M,pVnn\. I^ynSf three luilea froni Alnwick, in Northumberland; uUu 

' ' will liave him bnm at Down, in Ireland, and that Duns 

only a contraction of Duneusia ; and archbishop Spotsi 
proves him a Scotchman, from the inscription upon his tomb. 

JSeoiia nu ffMuit, Amglta tmc^i, 
Ottilia tdocaiU Germania Unet. 
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According to this learned historian, he waa bom at Dui 
in the Mer^\ Ho ha)! his tmivorsity education at Mertos 
College, at Oxford, where after he had continucil sonic tim( 
he went to Newcastle, and took the habit of a Franciscan^ 
Some time after he returned to Oxford, and prosecuted lui 
Htudies with great application. Here he coniniencetl doctor 
divinity, was made prnft^asor in that faculty, and read npon 
Master of the Sentences. From Oxfonl he travelled to Parig 
where he had likewise the honour of the divinity chair. Al 
last he settled in the same function at Cologne, where he pei 
fontieil lo a j^reat degree of reputation. He had the distincti 
of the Hubtile Doctor ; fur, as PiU i;i;>preseiitii hini, lie had th 
faculty of penctxating the meet abstruse subjects, and disci 
tangling tlie must diHicult questions : ins4»nuch, that there was 
twarcc any tiling too hard for his understand iiig. He was a 
[Treat ctiauipinn for the " inimaculato conception,'" and by th 
ailvotiLagG of his public disputAtionrt upon this argument, ho 
prevailed with tho audience to desert Albcrtus Magnus, and 
come over to his sentiment. He died of an a|>oplexy at 
Cologne, and left a great many tracts behind him, viz. : Com 
montaries upon 8<mie of the Books of the Old and Mew Tcstar ' 
ment; Commentaries upon tlie Master of the Sentences; 
Discourses upon Logic, l^hysics, and Metaphysics. They 
all mentioned by Pits, lo whom I refer the reader. 

About this time, the Knights Templars were charged with 
horrible misbehaviour and impieties. Clement V. gave so. 
much credit to this infonnation, tliat he wrote circular h-ttei 
upon this subject ; one of which was sent to tho English pre-] 
latOB, to hold a provincial synod, and make a thorough inquii 
into the behaviour of the Templars in this kingdom, sottinj 
forth in the same Inill. what hideous articles had been prove 
against them in other couutrics. 
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The acts of this council are proljably lost, uot being men- 
tioned in Sir Ilcnrv SikJiiuiu's collpction; but, by what Wal- 
singliani relates, it is \^&in the Teniplars were found guilty by 
the synod : for this historian irifonns iie they were Beized about 
this time all Plnj^land over, and committed to prison. But 
thiA Is not all, as we slioll sec by and by. 

To proceed : this ordvr mia suppressed soon after, at the 
council of Vieune, in Uio ytiar 1311. WaUingham gives tliis 
account of the matter. '* Philip the Fair, king of France, 
says he, "having a design to make one of hia sons king of 
Jerusalem, endeavoured to get the revenues of the Templars 
settled to supfiurt that dignity. Upon thia view, he liad Lliose 
of this order, in his ot^n dominions, prosecuted. The grand 
nnaster and several others were burnt; and, at last, he pre- 
\'a)led with the pope for the condemnation of the whole frater- 
nity at the council of Vienne. However, he fell short of bis 
expectations, fur the pope granted the revenues to the Knights 
Hospitallers.'' 

As to the Templars, liorrible blasphemy and sodomy is said 
to be proved upon them ; and that there was a provincial 
council held upon this occasion at London. The historian, 
without question, must mean the council above mcutiunedi 
wlu'cb, be tells us, sat about a month. The Templars being 
brought before this sj-nod, stood all upon their innocence, at 
ilrsL, excepting two, as to the blackest part of the accusation. 
However, at last, confessing themselves guilty in a great 
roeasure, they wore sentenced by the synod to perpetual 
penance ; and, Ix-ing dispersed in several monasteries for 
this purpose, they arc siud to Iiave behaved tbeuiselves wdl 
under the disripline. It was delwited in the council of Vienne, 
whetlier, since all the Templars were neither convicted nor 
sommoned, it was defensible to put down the whole order for 
tl» faults of some of the members. This question was re- 
solved in the negativii ; and therefore pope Clement's condem- 
natory boll has this clause in it : " Quanquam de jure non 
poaeumus, tamen ad plenitudincm potx'statis dictum ordineni 
reprobamus :" that is, though he hiid no authority to condemn 
the order by the common methods of justice and the canons of 
the Church, yet this defect was supplied by the plenitude of his 
iL|«jwit4>Iic character. 

Spondanus. setting abide the gnisHcsl jwirt of the charge, — 
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for wliicli soinp of them are reported to have suflbred «T<ing- 
fuily, — sotting asiJe this, I say, he does not scruple to aiBrm] 
there was reason enough for the putting down their order: fort 
not to repeat their revolt from the patriarch at Jerusalem,] 
tlieir rufu&iiig to pay tithes, and other cuci*oiu.'hnicnt.s upon the] 
Church, nut to repeat this, they are reported to b&re been 
scaiidnlouKly covetous as to con-eitpond with the InfidelH, ai 
obstruct the progress of the Chrititiaa anus iu the Holy Land^ 
For instance, when St. Lewis ttic Godly uiadc an expedition 
Into Palestine, the master uf the Tcniplars entered upon a^J 
treaty with the soldau of Kg^-pt. These Uiiiglits are likewitie^^ 
represented to have been very troublnsome to the kings of 
Jerusalem and Cyprus, and to other Christian princes and 
generals who undertook the service of the holy war. They aro 
likewise said to have misbohavcil themselves towai-ds the noLIo I 
and iuufTensivo order of the Knights Hospitallers, and to hara 
begun many unreasonable quarrels with thcni ; and to liavd 
misnuinagetl themftolvea in attveral other things so far, as to draw 
a general odium upon their order. They were complained of j 
by pope Alexander H I ., at the Latcran coimcil, for aljusing tho 
privileges granted by the apostolic see, and disregarding th^i 
authority of their ordinaries. And yet, after all, it must bo 
owned they performed bravely upon several occasions, and bad< 
been signally serviceable to tho interest of Christendom. Iqi 
fine, it may be safely atHnncd their excessive wealth was tho 
occasion of tlicir ruin. Their spirits were emasculated by their 
pros|R'rity ; thus they ran out into luxurv and riot, and were 
remarkable to a proverb for their intemperance. Besides, it ia 
possible their great fortunes might make them envied by the 
generality, and give princes the prospect of a booty in theip| 
ruin. This last conjecture is not altogether unlikely, since iti 
is certain no small (uirt of their estates was seized by thttl 
government in several countries. As to the institution andJ 
dcMiga of tlicir order, it has been mentioned already, in tltftl 
reign of king Henry I., and tluthcr I refer the reader. Andl 
before I take leave of this matter I must observe, tliat tha 
Englisli s}'nod convened about the business of the Templars, 
aeenia to have been held about tbc time of tho council at 
Vienne, and not till the year 1311, which is two years Utae 
tlian the time assigned hy Sir Henry SiMjlman. 

To proceed: this year Antlwny Beak, bisliop of Uurliaui, 
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departed this life. He was consecrated in the year 1283, by edwaru 
William W'icwane, archbishop of York. This prelate had . ^ 
an estate of five thousand marks per aimuiii, besides hia V^^^'\^ 
bishopric^ aud luade a great figure upon the Hcore of his </lhtriMm. 
wealth. The pope gave him the title of " patriarch of Jerusa- 
lem," and he liad a grant from the cruwn of the Isle of Man. 
There happened a contest between him and his monks of 
Durham. The bishop complained of the prior to the pope* 
that he was a person wholly unqualified to govern the convent. •'•OS. 
The pope giving credit to tlie infonnation, enlai^cd the 
bt&hop8 authority, and gave him a commiasion to manage the 
revenue and juriHiHction of Uic convent: but the inotiks refused 
to admit ilie bishop's officers, and were excommunicated by 
them. The king, displeoBcd uith these proceedings, fined the 
officerB and ordered the bisliop to appear in hi:^ courts, and 
answer what he had done. The bitihop, without consulting the 
king, or moving for hia leave, takes a journey to Rome ; U}>on 
which his tempomlitii'S were seized, and the profits estreated 
into the exchequer. Afterwards he recovered the king's favour, nu Une/ac- 
and spent a great part of his revenues in building. He ''^"' 
fortified the bi»hop*a scat at Auckland, and turned it into a 
catttle. Tlie castles of Bernard, Alnwick, Gainsworth, Cunlift, 
Summcrtoa, and Eltham, were cither built or much cnlai^d 
by him. Pie founded the prior)' uf Alvingham, in the county 
of lAaco]n, which was valued at a Imndred and forty<one 
pounds per annum, at the dissolution. He likewise founded a 
coIle^Bte church, for a dean and seven probendarit^, at Chester- 
upon-the-Street, in the bishopric of Durham. He died at EI- 
thara, March drd, and was buried in his cathedral. His being c.^ma in 
buried in the church was contrary to the custuni of his prcdc- ii^,'iI^i„^B^^ 
ecBBOfs, who, out of resjiect to St. Cuthbert's corpse, were not '**'«' 8w. 
allowed to be inteiTwl there. ^ deinc. 

About this time there happened a dispute between the 7Vit*v*- 
prior and convent of Lewis, and the biiJiop of Norwich. The ^X£^ 
occasion of it was this : the prior and convent presented one ""J**"'!?* 
Reginald Itcdalin to tho parish church of Jewrel : the bishop, .fftfw^ni/M 
looking on this person as unquaHfied, refused him institution; cim:' 
upon which he was sued in an action of "quare impedit." The 
bishop pleaded the clerk defective in point of qualification ; 
upon which tlie king's judges appltetl to the archbishop for his 
opinion; who approving what the bishop of Norwich liad done. 
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WIN- wrote back to the judges, timt the clerk v>Tk& by no means qua- 
*JJ^^,^ lifietl : u)K>ii which the court gave judgment for the defendant. 

' « ' And that the judges of Westminstcr-liall might not eucn>ach 

upon the jurisdiction of ecchsiastical courts, hy serving them 
with prohibitions, the archbiithop, in the fimt place, procured 
an order from the king, that the reasons upon which the prohi- 
bitions were grouuded should be examined by some clergjuian 
sworn for that purpose, and tlu»t the party which assigned 
false and imjustifiable suggestions should be fined and im- 
priaoncd. 

In the second place, ho obtained the king's leave that all 
pix'lates of juri^ction, in a court Christian, might draw up a 
list of all uiiwarniiitahle prohibitions issued out of the secular 
cdurtfi, and lay them lieforti the king and peers at the nest 
parliament. This scheme, thus far advancLnl, gav« oceaHtim, in 
all likelihood, to tiie passing the act called "• Articuli cleri," 
made in the ninth year of this reign, that is, about three years 
after the death of the archbishop. 

Further: this prelate, to give him his due, had many ad- 
mirable qualities. For the purpase : he seems to have liad nu 
sjnatl share of courage and disintereetedness, by his not sparing 
|>ci?4uns uf the first rank, wheu they desurvcd consurc. Thus, 
hn obliged John Warren, lairl of Surrey, to forl>ear the com- 
pany of an infamous woman, publicly kept by him, and took an 
oath of him for his better behaviour ; and upon the earPs 
relapsing into libertinism, he cited him to his synod, where tie 
was declared guilty of perjury and adulter^', and barrud the 
conversation of that strumpet. And, to finish the archbishop's 
character, ho was ver)' firm and faitbrul to king Edward ; 
■>. )3I3. represented his miscarriages to him with decent freedom^ 
remonstrated against the recalling of Gaveston, and got the 
Spencers and other court -flatterers banished by order of 
parliament. 

The largenuBH uf his mind and his charities were extraordi- 
nary : for, bpsides his supporting young scholars at the univer- 
sity, he usiid to relieve three or four thousand people twice 
n-week at his house ; and as for those tliat were not able la 
come, he sent them assistance : and where persons of better 
condition had lallen tu decay by any extniurdinarj^ accident, 
and wanted the aasuranue to ask, ho used tu relieve their wants 
awl their modesty by bemling them clutbes and money. At 



table he was affiible and inof&nsively pleasant ; but would edward 
never endure any thing of flatten", detraction, or buftboninj;;. 
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He bestowed his prcfeiToeut« always upon men of learning; .J^^JJ^'^^' 
ftod if a di\inc had no merit but the recommcndatiun of a '-^^rtteier. 
meat man, he was sure not to speed. He sat uineteen years, -^"iJ*; s«7; 
and died ujiou the eleventh nf May, in the year of our Lorn et iirinr, dl 
1313, and was buried in the cathedral of Canterbury. But his Ai'itiquit. 
tomb was pulled down, because the people used to frequent it 2l!'*" '," 

, , ,,• i.i. . WiiirntiUc)', 

in great numbers, and paid him the regard of a saint. p. 210, 211. 

The see of Canterbury, after a vacancy of nine inont)is, was nryi»Ma 
filled with Walter Reynolds, who was translated thitlier from 'Z't^'^ '" 
Woroe»ter. And here the monks'' election was overruled by J'"''^'^«r!' 
the pope, at the king's instance. Their election, I say, was 
overruled : for the convent had unanimously concurred in the Godwin in 
choice of Thomas Cobham, dean of Salisbury; a person "f f^^^'''''**' 
eminent learning, and so remarkably regular and devout that A..gi. 8«r. 
he was commonly called '* the good clergyman." ^. ' ^" 

Archbishup H^ynolds, foreseeing how much his jurisdiction 
might l>e embarrassed by appeals to Homo, is said to have 
made an interest in the conclave, and fenced against that in- 
convenience with his money. It is certain ho was a more than 50&. 
ordinary favourite to pope Clement V., as appears by the 
grant of eight bulls of considerable privilege. My the first bull 
he was empowered to make a provincial visitation for three 
years next ensuing, the jurisdiction of his sufiragans being 
euspcnded during tliat term ; the second bull gave him an 
authority to \'tsit all exempt places; by the third he was ena- a. i> I3N. 
bled to restore two hundred irregular persons ; by virtue of the priwq^ 
fourth he might dispense with a hundred clerks who were tmder 
age to bold benefices; the fifth bull authorized him to almulvc 
a hundred men who had laid violent hands upon any clerks, and 
who without this privik-ge could only have been absolved by 
Uie pope : the sixth bull gave hiui leave to dispense with the 
eiDDns against pluralities, and give forty clei-gymen a faculty to 
hitid more than one benefice with cure of souls ; by the seventh 
he had tlie lil^rty of reserving for his own dis|>osal any single 
ccchBiaatical preferment, belonging to any cathedral or coUo- 
ginte church visited by him ; by the eighth lie had the privilege 
of giving an indulgence for all crimes committed within a hun- 
dred days last past, to any persons that should show themselves 
peuitcDt. and confess tu hira in luu visitation. Iking thus for- 
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tificd, he set forward and visifccd tho diocese of Lincoln in 
jierBon ; but being recalled to court by tlio public distnrbaocea, 
be was obliged t-o luakc proxies for tbe i-e^t of the province. 

This year souio of Uie students iu Oxfoi*d ran not in their 
disputationa^ and maintained heterodox opinions publicly in 
the schools. To put a stop to this licence, the UniverBily 
met, and censured the conclusions following. 

First, " That God the I'ather could have produced a crea- 
ture prior to tlio Word both in nature and time." 

Secondly, "That it w&s possible for the Father to have 
made the whole creation without the concurrence of tlie Sou. 
This proposition was maintained with respect to Uic Father*8 
absolute, but not to his ordinary |>owcr." 

Thirdly, "That although the Son shiiuld nor could hare 
created any thing, thi» would be no nlmtement of hb omni- 
potence; because he would have tho same force and power 
with tlie Father: and thus the Holy Ghost is omnipotent, notr 
witlistauding he coidd not produce the Son : for this diflerence 
does not binder the third person from having the same force 
with the iirst." 

Fourthly, " That if any creature hatl been made before the 
Word, it must have been said to have \)eim produced by the 
first person of tho Deity» and not by the Fathei"/^ 

Fifthly, " That the operations of the Trinity with respect to 
the causes of things, arc actually, but not necessarily, distinct : 
and it was posaible for the redemption of mankind to have 
been effected by other means than by the incarnation imd 
death of our Saviour." 

Sixthly, " That if it is possible for tho Father to prwlnce 
the Won! (who is greater tlian any creature) without tho 
concurrence of any other principle; it may then bo inferred by 
the same or by greater strength of consequence, that it ia 
poaahle for the Father to produce a creature which is less, 
without any concurrent principle, that is, without the opemtion 
of the Son." 

Seventhly, " That the philosophers, who had so clear and 
ilistinct a conception of things, did not aupp<jsc a second 
pefHon in the Divine nature ; and though they aflinucd the 
whole creation proceeded from a single personality in the 
Deity, they did not perceive any formal eontmdictinn in this 
awertiou; by parity of reason, therefore, it may be afiirmcd 
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without any formal contradiction, that God tlw Father might edward 
have produced beings before the Word." . ; , 

Eighthly, " Tluit the possibility of a creature's being pro- J^^^I^ui, 
duced before the Word, di)es not infer a foruial incomuRtency l'»'»oi». 
in terme, neither with respect to the Father pi-oducing, nor p. 153." 
yet with ro^nl to the creature so produced." 

This year the famous battle of Bannocksbum, near iiixT- -n^-iMMUaf 
Hng, was fought ; where, after a long and shaqi dispute, the "^^ 
English were routed : the Scots were commanded by king 
Robert IJnice, and the Knghsh by king Edward. Gilbert, 
earl of Gloucester, who behaved himself with all imaginable 
bravery, fell in this battle. The lords Clitford and Tiptoft. 
the lord Miu-slmll, the lord Giles de Argentoa, the lord 
Kdniund de Maule, about seven hundred knights and gentle- i,„u, H>a 
men, and ten thousand seiiLinelH were likewise slain : not to i""; ?■,',? 
mention several pcraons of quality taken prisoners. v 176. 

To return to the Church ; where the next thing remarkable Ttu- d^d of 
is the death of William Greensfeild, archbishop of York. This "orttut^j. 
prelate was lord chaucellor in the reign of king Edward T. 
He was a person of address and elocution, and well qualified 
for the council board. Ho was elected by the prebendaries of 
liis cathedral, and consecrated at Lyons by pope Clement V. 
in the year 13U5. The pope joined this archbishop in com- 
fmsBion with Baldok, bisliop of London, to examine the infor- 
mation against the Templars. And here, as Stubs reports, 
llie Templars made so colourable a defence, thai they could 
not find suthcient grounds to suppress the order: and when 
the fraternity was aflcnvards dissolved at the council of Vicnne, *. d isia. 
ai which the archbishop of York was present ; when this was 
done, I say, and their estates granted away to the Knights 
Hoepitallers, archbishop GreeuBfeild compassionated their case, ^\Q, 
wae a friend to those of that order in his diocese, and took S'lib^Aciut 
care to furnish them witli convemenccs. He sat nme years, Kborac. 
and died in December, 1315. Pknpi. i-«). 

The ne.\t year, the famous stitute called Articuli Ckiri was ''■'" 
passed at a parliament at London. And since ttiis act was,w/,./>jr(t- 
niadc t«j relieve the jurisdiction of the Church, to put a stop T**!,' Miti* 
to unjiLsiifiable prohibitions, and prevent the encroachments of 
the temporal courts, 1 sliall insert it fur the reader. Hut 
because, as Sir Edward Coke nb»erveH, the reporting the 
articles exhibited by archbishop Bancroft in tho name of the 
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whole clergy, to the king and privj council, against the judges, 
inflv contribute very much to the understanding of this act, 
I shall govcni mjnelf by the opinion of tliia learned lawyer, 
and transcribe the record. The remonstrance was exhibited 
Ad. 3 J&c. I, in Michaelmas term: the title ia, '^Certain 
Articles of Abuses which are desired to l>e refomicil in granting 
of ProhibitJons.** To this charge, in Easter temi following, 
all tlie judges of England, and the barons of the Exchequer, 
delivered in their anuwer to the lonis of the council. I sliall 
insert the arguntenU of both parties as they stand in Sir 
Edward Coke. 



<%«**>■■ 



jC>*-- 



in 



1. Hi* Majesty kaspoteer to reform a^tttts in ProhihUions. 

" The clei-gy weB hoped that they liad taken a good course, 
seeking some rutbiisa at his niajesty^s hands concerning 
sundry abuses offered to his ecclesiastical jurisdiction, by the 
over frequent and undue granting of prohibitions; for both 
they and we supiKised (all jurisdiction, both ccck-siastical aiid 
t«mi>oral, being amioxed to the imperial crown of tliis realm) 
tliat hi» highness liad been held to have liad sufTicient authority 
in hiuisolf, with the assistance of his council, lo judge what is 
amiss in either of his said jurisdictions, and to liave reformed 
the same accordingly ; otherwise a wrong course is taken by 
Its, if notliing may be rcformcMl tliat is now ctunplainod of, but 
what the temporal judges shall of themselvej, willingly yield 
unto. This is therefore tlte first {>oint, which upon occasion 
lately oHere<I l»eforc your lordBhi]>s by some of the judges, we 
desire may bo clcarcil, because wc aro strongly persuaded, as 
toucliing the validity of his majesty'^s said authoi-ily. and dn 
hope we shall be able to justify the s:mie, notwitlistanding any 
thing that the judges or any other can allege lo the contrary.'' 
" No luan nmkcs any question, but that both the jurisdic- 
tions are lawfully and justly in his majesty, and that if any 
abusoa be, they ought lo be refoniied ; but what the law doth 
wamut ill cases of prohibitions l^i k(x*p every juHstlictton Iji 
his true limits, is not to be said an abuse, nor can be aliurt'd 
but by parliament." 
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II 
2. Thaformi of Prohibitions pr^vdictal to ki$ Majesty's aut&o- ' — ' 

riiy in Causes Ecclesiastical . 

** Concerning tho form of prohibitions, forasmuch as both o/ac^Ww. 
the ccclcsiasticaJ and temporal jurisdictions be now uniteil in 
bis majesty, which were heretofore ' de facto/ though not * de 
jure/ derived from Bevcral heads, wc desire to be satisfied by 
the judges, whether, as the case now standeth, tiie former 
manner of prohibitions heretofore used importing an ecclesias- 
tical court to bo * aliud foi-uni a foro regio," and the ecclesias- 
tical law not to be ' legem tci-ne,' and the proceedings in those 
courts to be ' contra coruniun et dignitatem rcgLini,' may now 
nithout oflencc and derogation to the king^s ecclesiastical pre- 
rogatiTe be continued, as though either tho siud juriRdictions 
remained now so distinguished and Revered as they were be- 
fore, or that the laws ecclesiastical, which wc put in execution^ 
were not the king's and the realnrs ecclesiastical laws, as well 
am the temporal lawa.*' 

"It is true, that both tiie jurisdictions were ever *de jure* Anmr-rr. 
in the cro«-n, though the one soraetimes usurped by the see of 
Rome ; but neither in the one time, nor in the other, hath ever 
the form of prohibitions been oltcredt nor can be, but by par- 
liament. And it is 'contra coronam et dignitatem rcgiain' 
for any to U6m*iJ to deal in that 'Ahieh they liave not lawful 
warrant from the crown to deal in, or to take from the tcm- 
[K>ral jurisdiction that which belongeth to it. The prohibitions 
do not import that the ecck«ia»tical courts are '^aliud'' than 
the king>, or not tho king's courts, but do import, that the 
cause is drawTi into 'aliud examen^ than it ought to be : and 
therefore it is always said in the prohibitions (be the court 
temporal, or ecclesiastical, to wltich it is nwarile<l) if tlu-y deal 
in any case which they have nuL j>ower to hold plea of, Liml the 
cause is dmivn 'a^l aliud examen' than it ought to be; and 
therefore ' contra coronam et dignitatem regiam/ " 



> A Jit time to he assigned for the Defendanty if he wiU eeei a 
Proliihition. 

"As touching the time when prohibitions are granted, itotgKtkm. 
•^■ctneth strange to tis. tliat they arc not only granted at the 
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BuH of iho defendant in the occleaiastical court after his anawer 
(whereby lie aJfinncth the jurisdiction of the said court, and 
submits biiuseir uuto the same) ; but also after all allegations 
and proofs made on botli sides, when the cause is fiUly in- 
atnictetl and furnished for sentence ; yea, after aentencc, yea 
sSicr two or three sentpnces given, and after executiua of the 
said sentence or sentences, and when the party for liis long 
continued disobedience is laid in prison upon the writ of 
511. "excunununicato capiendo," which courses, forasmuch as they 
are af^iist the rules of the common law in like cases (oa wc 
take it), and da tend ho greatly to the delay of justice, vexa- 
tion and charge of the subject, and the disgrace and discredit 
of his majesty's jurisdiction eccleeiastical, the judges, (as we 
suppose,) notwithstanding their great learning in the laws, 
will be hardly able in defence of them to satisfy your lord- 
sbiijs." 

" Prohibitions by law are to be granted at any time to re- 
strain a court to intermeddle with, or execute any thing, which 
by law they ought not to bold plea of, and they are much mis- 
taken that maintain the contrary. And it is t)ie folly of such 
as will prooTMxl in tlie eccleaiaatical court, for that, whereof 
that court hath not jurisdiction ; or in that, whei'eof tlio king's 
teropoi'al courts should have the jurisdiction. And so them- 
selves (by their extraordinary' dealing) are the cause of such 
ejttraordinary charges, and not the law ; for their proceedings 
in such case are ^ coram non jtidice.'' And the kings courts 
that may award prohibitions, being informed either by the 
parties themselves, or by any stranger, that any court, tcmi>o- 
ral or ecclesiastical, doth hold plea of that (whereof tlicy have 
not jurisdiction), may lawfully prohibit the same, as well after 
judgment and execution, as before.'^ 



4. Pi^hxhUwM untfuly atnartigd hsretofors in all Cavaes almost 
of McctesitutictU Cognizance. 

rM^iam. " Whereas it will be confessed, that causes concerning 
testaments, matrimony, beneBces, churcheta and Divine ser\'ice, 
with many offences against the Ist, 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 7th, 
9th. and 10th commandments, are by the laws of this realm of 
coclpsiastical cognizance, yet there are few of them, wherein 
6uudr)' prohibitions have not been granted, and that more 
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ordinarily of latter times, than over heretofore; not because we kdwabd 

that arc cccleitia»ti(*.il judges do give greater cniitte of such i ' , 

f!;ranting of them thjin before have been given, but for that 
the hmnotir of the time is grown to be too eager against all 
occlcsiftfitical jurisdiction. For whereajs, (for examples Bake) 
during the reign of the late queen of worthy memory, there 
have lieen 4S8 prohtbittuus, and since his maJeRty''H time 82, 
Bcnt into the court of the Arches; we hnmbly desire your 
lordships, that the judges may be urged to bring forth one 
prohibition of ten, nay the twentieth prohibition of all tlie 
said 488, and but two of the said 82, which upon due con- 
siderations with the libels in the ecclesiastical court, they shall 
be able to justify to liave been rightly awarded : wo suppose 
they cannot: our predocoiworBi and wo ourselves have ever 
been so careful not to exceed the compass and limits of the 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction. \Vluch, if they sluill refuse to at- 
tempt, or shall not be able to perform, then we refer ourselves 
to your lordships' wisdoms, whether we have not just cause to 
complain, and crave restraint of this over-lavisli granting of 
prohibitions in every cauw withmit respect. That which we 
have said of the prohibitions in the court of the Arehes, we 
verily persuade ourselves may he truly affiniied of all the ecclo- 
siastical courts in England, which doth so much the more 
aggravate this abuse." 

" It liad been fit they should have set down some particular Amnm-. 
cases, in which they find the ecclesiastical courts injured by 
tho temporal (as their lordships did onler), unto which wo 
would have given a particular answer ; but upon these gene- 
ralities nothing hut clamour can be concluded. And where 
they speak of multitudes of prohibitions ; for all granted to, 
or in respect of any ecclesiastical court, we have heretofore 
caused diligent search to be made in the King's Bench, and 
Common Pleas, from tlie beginning of his majesty "a reign, unto 
the end of Hilary tenn. In the thiit! year of his reign; in 
which timo we find that there were granted unto all the eccle- 
eiftstical courts in England out of the King's Benult but 251, 
whereof 149 were *de modo dcciroandi,' upon unity of pos- 
session, for trees of twenty yeare growtli and upwards, and for 
barren and hcatli ground ; and all out of the Common Pleas, 
but G2 ; whereof 31 M-ere such as befoie, and the rest grounded 
upon the bounds of parishes^ or such other causes tm tliey 



16 



ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY [book n. 



RRV- ought to be granted for; but for that which was done in tlie 
AbthCut. '*** queen's time, it would be too long a search for us to 
* ^^ ■* uiake, to deliver any certainty thereof. And for his majesty's 
time, they requiring to have but two to be UwfuUy warranted 
upon the libel in the ecclesiastical court, we have six to show 
to bo lawfully warranted upon the Ubel there, and so are all 
the rest of like kind, by which it will appear, that tliis sugges- 
tion is not only untrue, but also that the extranrdinary cliargca 
growing unto poor men, are, of necessity, by means of the 
undue practjces of ecclesiastical courta." 

5. Thf mu/liptyififf vf Prohibitioivs in oiu atui the tame Cauft*. 
the Lihd heinq not altered. 



O^Mmw. " Although it has been anciently ordainwl by a statute, that 

when a consultation is once duly grant<Ml upon a prohibition 
made to the judge of holy Church, the same judge may proceed 
in the cause, by virtue of that consultation, notwithstanding 
any other prohibition to him delivered, provided that the mat- 
ter in the libel of the same cause be not engrossed, enlarged, 
or othcn\n9e changed; yet., notwithstanding, prohibitions and 
consultatious in one and the same cause, the libel l>eing no 
r>|2. w»y« altered according to the said statute, are UteJy so multi- 
plied, as that in some one cause, as aforesaid, two, in some 
throe, in some other six prohibitions, and so many consulta- 
tiona have been awarded, yea divers are so granted out of one 
court. As for example : when after long suit a consultation 
is obtJiiniKl, it is tJiought a sufficient cause to send nut another 
prohibition In revocation of the said consultation, upon sufi^es- 
tion therein contained, tlmt the said cunsidtation *■ minus 
commode cmanavit.' By which pretty device, the judges of 
those courts which grant prohibitions, may, notwitlistanding 
the said sUtutc, upon one libel not altered, grant as many 
prohibitions as they list, commanding the ecclesiastical judges 
in his majesty's name, not to proceed in any cause that Js so 
divers times by them prohibited, whereby the poor plaintilB* do 
not know when their consultations (procured with great 
rhai^) will hold, and so finding such and so many difficulties, 
arc driven to go home in great grief, and to leave the causes 
in Wcstininstcr-hall, the ecclesiastical judges not daring to 
hold any plea uf tliem. Now, may it {ilease your lordsliips. 
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tiio preiuiMS being trur, we humbly desire to hear what the RDVARD 
judges are able to produce for the justifying of these their ■^ 
proceed! iigB." 

'* It were fit they should set down particular catiscfi, whore- A»tmr, 
upon this grievance is grounded, and then we doubt not but 
to answer it sufficiently, withuut using any pretty device, such 
as is set down in this article.'" 



I 
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6. 7^ multiplyinp 0/ Proktbitiom in divers Cauaei^ hut of 
tht tame nature^ a/iar CviwiUati»ns foruwrt^ atearded. 

** Weflupi)Ofte, tliat as well liis majesty's eecleaiastiral juris- o^j^rtwu. 
diction, as also very many of his poor but dutiftil subjects, are 
greatly prejudiced by the granting of diverse several prohibi- 
tions and consultations in causes of one awd the sanie nature 
and condition, ami u{>oii the self-same suggestions : for exam- 
ple, in case of beating a clerk, the prohibition being granted 
upon this suggestion, that all pleas '^ de vi et amiis'' belong to 
tho crown, tc, notwithstanding a consultation doth thereujinn 
mmae^ yet tho very next day after, if the like sugj^pstion bo 
mdc upon the Ix^ting of another clerk, even in the same 
court another prr>hibition is awarded. As also, where .')70 
prohibitions have been granted since the late qneon's time, 
into the court of Arches (as before is mentioned), and hot 113 
consulfotions afterwards u|>an so many of them obtained ; yet 
it is evident by the said consultations, that, iu eflcct, all the 
rest of the said prohibitions ought not to have been awai'ded, 
as being gruundcii upon the same suggestions n'hereupon con- 
sultations liave l»een formerly gTante<l ; and so it followeth, 
that the causes why consultations were not awarded ujmn the 
rest of the said prohibitions, were for that either tlie pbiintifTs 
in the court ecclesiastiad were driven, for saving of further 
duu^ to compound, to their loss, with their adversaries, or 
were not able to sue for them ; or being able, yet through 
Hmngth of opposition against them, were constrained in de- 
llft; which is an argument to us, that the temjtoral judges do 
wittingly and willingly grant prohibitions, wberen[K)n they 
know beforehand, that consultations are duo : and if we mis- 
take anything in the premises, we desire vour lordships, that 



preni 



the judges, for the justification of their courses, may better 
infcHin ns.^ 
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BEY- " It shall be good, the ecclesiastical judges do better infonn 
Abp. Cmu themselves, and that they put aome one or two particular 
^j^J^JJ^; ' caRes to prove their suggL-stioiis, and thereupon they will find 
their own error; for the case may be so, tliat two ^veral 
ministers suing in tKe cccle8lastical court for beating of them, 
in one and tlie self-same form, that the one may and ought to 
Imvc a consultation, and the other not. And so it i&, in cims 
of prohibitions, 'dc modo dccimandi;' and hereof groweth 
the oversight in making this objection. We assure ourselves, 
that they shall not find 570 prohibitions granted into the 
Arches since her late majesty's death ; for we find (if our 
clerks affirm truly upon their search) that out of the King's 
Bench have been granted to all the eoclesiantical courts in 
England, but 251 prohibitions (as before is mentioned) from 
the beginning of his majesty s reign, unto the end of Hilary 
term last ; and out of tlic Common Picas not 63. And tliere- 
fore it cannot be true, that so many Imvc passed to the Arches 
in that time, as is set down in the article ; and this article in 
that point doth exceed that which is set down in the fourth 
article, by almost 5(>0; and therefore, whosoever set this 
down, was much forgetful of tliat which was before set down 
in the fourth article, and might well liave forborne to lay so 
greAt a scandal upon the judges, as to affinn it to be a witting 
and willing error in them, as is set down in this article.^'' 



7. ^«V3 farvu of Congubatiow not eaapnmng fA« eafue of ih4 
granting o/thm* 

oiyrttiom. " Whercos upon the granting of consultations, the judgeai 
in times past did therein express and acknowledge the causefl' 
80 remitted, to be of ecclesiastical cognimmcc, which were 
procedent« and judgments for the better assurance of ecclesia»- 1 
Ucal judges, that they might afterwards hold plea in micbi 
esses and the like; and were also some bar, as well to thol 
temporal judges themselves, as also to many troublesome andJ 
contentious persons, from either granting, or seeking probibi-' 
513. tions in such cases, when so it did appear unto tliem upon 
record, that consultations had been formerly grantt^ in them;! 
tliey tlie same temporal judgeu have now alt«red iliat course,! 
and do only tell us, that they grant their consultations ' eertisj 
de cauus ipsos apud Wcstm. moventibus,' not expressing thtt' 
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same particularly, according to thoir ancient precedents. By RDWaro 

means whereof, the tero|>oral jiidge-s leave themselves at liberty » ^ ' 

without prejudice, though they deny a consultation ; at another 
time upon the same matter contentions persons arc animated, 
finding no cause expressed, why they may not at another 
time Ae<^k for a prcihibilion in the same cause ; and the eccle- 
siastical judges are k-fb at large to think what they list ; being 
00 way instructed of the nature of the cause which procured 
the consultation ; the reason of which alteration in such con- 
Boitations, we humbly entreat your lordiships, that the judges, 
for our better instruction, may be required to express, i 

" if we find the dedaration, upon the sunnise upon which At 
the prohibitiun is granted, nut tu warrant the Burniise^ then we 
forthwith grant a eonsultatiun in that form wliichis mentioned, 
and tltat matter being mentioned in the consultation would be 
very long and cumbersome, and give the ecclesiastical court 
little information to direct them in any thing thereafter ; and 
therefore in such cases, for brevity sake, it is usual : but when 
the matter is to receive end by demurrer in law, or trial* tho 
conKultation is in another form. And \i is their ignorance in 
the Arches, that wiW not understand this, and we may not supply 
tJieir defects with changing our fonns of pruceediugs, wherein, 
if they would take the advice of any learned in the laws, they 
might soon receive satisfaction.'" 



I 



ft. Tkat ContuUation* may b« obtained with le3$ churgt and 

diffiefUty. 

" Tliat great cxpenseH and manifold difficulties in obtaining rMjodin*. 
of oonBultatious arc become very burdeasome to those that 
seek for them ; for uow-a-days, through the malice of the plain- 
tills in the temporal courts, and the covetous humours of the 
clerks, prohibitions are so extended and enlarged, without any 
neccaeity of tho matter, (some one proliibitiou contaiuiug more 
wnrdfl and lines than forty prohibitionB in ancient times,) as by 
means thereof, the party in the occlesi&stical court against 
whom the prohibition is granted, becomes cither unwilling or 
unable to sue for a consultation, it being now usual and ordi- 
nary*, that in the consultations must be recited ' in eadum verba^ 
the whole tenour of the prohibition, be it never so long ; for 
the which, (to omit divers other feeB, which are very great*) 

c 2 
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tGT- be must pa)- for n draught of it in paper, eight pence the sboeC 
Ahf tnnt and for the entry of it, twelve pence the sheet. Furthenuorc 
' tlie prohibition is quick and S])ecdy, for it i8 ordinarily grautud 
out of court by any one of the judges in his chamber, whereia, 
the consultalioa is very slowly and hardly obtained, not without 
(oftentimes) costly luotioiui in open court, pleadings, dcniurrers, 
and Hundr)- judicial hearings of both [lartit^ and long attend- 
ance for the space of two or three, nay soinetiuiea of eight or 
nine years, before it be obtained. The inconvenience of which 
proccedinga is so intolerable, as we trust such as are to grant 
consultations will, by )'our lordships' means, not only do it ex- 
pcditely, and moderate the said fees ; but also reform the length 
of the said consultaiionB, according to the foniis of consulta- 
tions in the register." 

" It were fit the particular cause were set down, whereupon 
the general grievance, that is mentioned in this article, is 
grounded ; and tlint done, it may Imvc a full answer : for a 
prohibition is grounded u|H)u tlie libel, and the consultation 
must agree thcremth also ; and tliorefore we doubt not, but 
thi» ground of this grievance, when it is well looked into, will 
grow from themselves in interlacing of much nugatory' and un- 
neoaasary matt«r in their libels: and for tlie fees taken, we 
asHure ourselves, none are taken, but such as are anciently due 
and accustomed ; and it « ill appear, that we have abriilged the 
fees and length of pleadings, and use no delays, but such as are 
of necessity ; and wc wihb they will do the like, and upon exa- 
mination it will apj>ear of which aide it grows, that the fees or 
delays are so intolerable. And where, in ancient time, such as 
sued for tithes, would not sue but for things questionable, and 
never sought at their parisliioners^ hands their tithes in other 
kinds than anciently tliey had been used to Imve been paid ; 
now. many turbulent ministers do infinitely vex their ivariahionera 
for such kinds of tithe's as they never had, whereby many 
parishes have been nmch impuverished ; and for example, we 
slioll ebow one record, wherein the minister did demand seven- 
teen several kinds of tJthea, whereupon, the party suing a pro- 
hibition, had eight or nine of them adjudged against the 
minister uiHin demurrer in law, and other {>assed against him 
hy trial, and this nmst of necessity grow to a matter of great 
diargv ; but whera is tlic fault, but in the minister that gave 
DOOmIoii! And we will show one other record, wherein the 
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party confaeed to fwmp of ur, that he was to sue his pjirishionor, 
but for a calf anil a goose ; and that his proctor novcrthe)c8s, 
put in a hbol or demand of tithes, of seven or eiglit things 
more tlum he Iiad cause to sue for : this enlarged the prohibi- 
tion, and gave uccaaion of more uxpciutc than needed ; and 
where is tlie fault of this, liut in the ecclesiastical courte t And 
as in tbcee, bo can we approve In many others ; and therefore 
we muBt retort the cause and gromid of tliis grievance upon 
Uiemttclvcs, as more particularly may appear by the several 
precedents to be »faowed in Uiia behalf.^'' 



II. 



5U. 



9. ProM^tioJU not to be granted vpon /rlcolotu suggeMioM. 

** It is a prejudice and derision to both his niajestyV eocle- oiyt^mat, 
siaaticftl and tcin|M>raI jurisdictions, that many prohibitinna are 
granted upon trifling and frivolout* suggeations, altogi-thiT un- 
worthy to proceed from the one, or to give any hindrance or 
interruption to the other : as upon a suit of tithes brought by 
a minister against hie parTshioncr, a prohibition Hieth out upon 
'Itggestion, that in regard of n special receipt, called a cup of 
battered beer, made by the great skill of the said parishioner, 
to cure a grievous disease, called a cold, which sorely trouhled 
the said minister, all his tithes wore discharged. And likewise 
a woman being convonted for adultery connnitted with one that 
suBpieiouftly resorted to her house in the night-time, the sug- 
gestion uf a prohibition in this onse, wob, that * omnia placita 
de nuctumis auibubtionibus'* belong to the king, &c. Also 
where a legatary sued for his legacy given in a will, the prohi- 
bition was, '■ quia omnia placita de dnnis et concesaionibus 
ffpoetant ad funim regiuni, ot non ad forum ecclcsiasticum, 
dummodo non sint de testament-o et matrimonio ;** aa if a legacy 
%prc not 'donatio de' or 'in testamonto,' with many othur of 
like fort. The reformation of all which frivolous proceedings, 
an diargrahle notwithstanding to many poor men, and the groat 
hindrance of justice, we humby refer to your lordships' consi- 
deration." 

*' Wo grant none upon fi-ivolims auggentions, but for the Aimter, 
cft«o put, it is ridiculous in the minister to make such a contract 
(if any such were) ; but tlmt makes not the contract vrtid, hut 
diwnvercth the unwortbineas of the party tlwt made the same, 
and yet no fault in grunting tlte prohibition ; but when it shall 
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appear unto us, such a matter is suggested by fraud of any 
clerk ur couDsellor at law, we will not remit such oHuuccs, but 
will exclude sucli attorney from the court, and such cnunsellora 
from their practice at the bar. And if they will surest adul- 
tery to one, against whom they prove but night- walking, and 
do adjudge him for it, we are in such a case to prohibit their 
proceedings : for that is a matter merely pertinent to the tem- 
poral court ; so if il appear he liath eutered the house as a 
thief, or a burglar, and ho in many other cases also. And if 
any sunnise a legacy from the dead, where it was but a promise 
of payment in his life-time, in that case such a suit is to be 
proltlbit<^d : but if in these eases the parties were named, then 
we might see the record, and thcreu|K)n be directed to show 
upon what coiiHideration tliese prohibitions were granted, otlier- 
wise, we shall think that these are cases newly invented.^ 



ObbelfM. 






10. No Prohibition to hearantedat his attit, who is plaintiff ia 
ihe Spiritual Court. 

*' Wo suppose it to be no warrantable nor reasonable course, 
that prohibitions are granted at the suit of the plaintiff in the 
ecclesiastical court, who liaving made choice thereof, and 
brought his adversary there into trial, doth by all intend- 
ment of law and reason, and by the usage of all other judicial 
places conclude himself in that behalf ; and alUiough he cannot 
be presumed to hope for help in any other court by way of 
proliibitiou, yet it is very usual for every such person, so pro- 
ceeding only of mure malice fur vexation of the party, and to 
tlie gniat delay and hindrance of justice, to find favour for the 
obtsuning of prohibitiouK, sometimes after two or three sen- 
tences, thereby taking advantage (as he must plead) of his own 
wrong, and i-eceiving aid from that court, which, by his own 
confission, he before did contemn i touching the equity whereof, 
we will expect the answer of the judges.^ 

" None may pursue in the ecclesiastical court, for tliat which 
the king^s courts ought to hold plea of, but upon information 
thereof given to the king's courts, either by tl»e plaiutifT, or 1^ 
any mere stranger, they are to be prohibited, because tliey 
deal in tJiat which appertaineth nut to their jurisdiirtion, where 
if they would be careful not to hold plea of that which apper- 
tains not to them, this needed not : and if they will proceed iu 
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the king''8 courts against such as pursue in the ecclesiastical edward 
courts for mattere temporal, that is to be inHicted upon them, * / ' 
which the quality of tlicir offence requireth ; and how many 
HontcnccH suercr arc pvcn, yet prohibitions tlicreupou are nut 
of favour, but of justice to be granted.** 



11. No Prohibition to he granted^ but vpon due comideratum of 

the LibeL 

" It ia (we are persuaded) a great ahuae^ and one of the (Mjeetion. 
chief grounds of the motit of tlie former abuses, and many other^ 
tbftt proliibitiona are granted witliout sight uf the libel in the 
eccletii:uitical court; yea, souietiinea before the libel be there 
exhibhed, whereas by the laws and statutes of this realm, (as 
we tliink,) the Hbel (being a brief declaration of the matter in 
debate between tlie plaintiff and defendant) is ap]>ointed aa 
the only rule and direction for the due granting of a prolii- 
biiion, the reason whereof is evident, viz. upon diligent cousi- 515. 
deration of the libel, it will easily appear, whether the cause 
belong to the tem[>oral or ecclesiastical cognizance, as on the 
other side, without sight of the libel, the prohibition must needs 
range and rove with strange and foreign suggestions at the 
will and pleasure of the dcvisLT, nothing pertinent to the matter 
in demand : whereu|K>n it conies to pass, that when the judge 
ecclesiastical is handling a matter of simony, a prohibition is 
grounded upon a suggestion, that the court trieth ' plaeita dc 
advocatJonibus ecdcsiarum ct dc jure patrooatus/ Aud when 
the libel contaius aothiug but the demand of tithe wool, and 
lamb, the prohibition surmiseth a custom of paying of tithe 
pigeons ; so tliat if it may be made a matter of conscience to 
grant prohibitions only where they do rightly lie, or to pre- 
serve the jurisdiction ecclesiastical united to bis mnjesty*s 
crown, it cannot (we hope) but scorn necessary to your lord- 
ships, that due consideration be first had of the libel in the 
ecclesiastical court, before any prohibition be granted." 

" Who has an advow&on granted to hira for money, being Amt» 
sued for simony, shall have a prohibition ; and it is mauifestt 
that though in the libel there appear no matter to grant a 
prohibition, yet, upon a collateral surmise, the prohibition is 
to be granted; as where one is sued in a spiritual court for 
tithes of '■ silva c£cdua,' the party may suggest that they were 
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groBS or gnat trees, and have a pmhibitioo, yet no tnich matter 
appciars hi tlie libel. So if one be sued there for violent lands 
laid on a iniuister by an officer, a» a constable, he being sued 
there, may suggest thai the plaintiff made an affray upon 
another, and he, to preserve the peace, laid hands on him, ami 
HO have a prohibition. And so in very many other like cases, 
and yel upon the libel uo juatter appcareth why a prolubttioa 
nhould be granted ; and they will never ahow that a custom to 
jtty pigeona wns allowed to discharge the payment of wool, 
lamb, or such Uke.^ 

IS. No ProhibUioH to he ^rarUed^ wmUt pntvnee that om vi%t~ 
luw cannot be received in the Eedttiiutical Court, to prounJ a 
/udffmmt upon. 

" There is a new devised suggeatioD in the temporal conrt« 
conmionly received and allowed, whereby they uwy, at their 
■will and pleasure, draw any cause whatsoever from the eccle- 
siaatical court ; for example, many prohibitions have lately 
como forth upon this suggestion, that the laws ecclesiastical 
do require two witnesses, where the common law accoptoth of 
one ; and therefore it is ' contra legem tcme,^ for the eccle- 
siastical jndgn tn ioKist upon two witnesses to prove his cause ; 
upon which suggestion, although many consultations have been 
granted (the same being no way as yet able to warrant and 
maintain a prohibition) ; yet because we are not sure, but that 
either by reason of the use of it, or of some future construc- 
tion, it may liave given to it more strength than is convenient, 
the same tending to the utter overthruw of all ecclesiastical 
jurisdictiim, wc most humbly desire, that by your lordships'* 
good means, the same may be ordered to be no more used." 

" If the question be upon payment, or setting out of tithes, 
or upon the proof of a legacy, or marriage, or such like inci- 
dence, we arc to leave it to the trial of their law, though the 
party have bxit one witness ; but where tlie matter is not 
detemitnable in tJie eccK'siastical court, there lieth a prohi- 
bition either upon or withont such a surmise." 
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13. No ffood iug^etticn for a Prohibition that the Catue w neithor ' ~- — ' 
Uttammtary nor matrimonial. 

" As the former device last meutioncd cndcavuureth to ObjeHim, 
strike away at one blow the whole t-ccli'siasticiU jurisdic- 
tion, so there is another as usual, or rather more frequent, 
than the former^ which is content to spare us two kinds of 
causes to deal in, m., testamentary and niatriuioiiial : and 
this device ini^ulteth mightily in many prohibitions, cuminaiid- 
va^ the ecdetuastical ju<^e, that be the cause never so appa- 
rently of ecclesiastical cognizance, yet he shall surcease ; for 
that is neither a causo testauicnt^u^ nor mntrinionial : which 
suggestion, as it grew at the first upon mistaking and omitting 
the words. ' dc boniR ct catallis,* Sec. as may appear by divers 
aucieut prohibitions in tlic registi:T : so it will not be denied 
but that, besides tliese two, divers and sundry other causes 
are notoriously known to be of ecclesiastical cognizance, and 
that consultations are as usually awarded (if suit in tliat bt>half 
be prosecuted), notwithstanding the said suggestion, as their 
prohibitions are easily granted ; which, as an injurj- marching 
with the rest to wound poor men, protract suits, and prejudice 
the courts ecclesiastical, wc de^re that the judges will be 
pleased to redress." 

" If they observe well the answer to the former objections, Amneti 
they may be thereby satisfied that we prohibit not so gene- 
rally as they pretend, nor do in any wise deal further tlian we 
ought to do, to the prejudice of that which appertaineth to 
tiiat jurisdiction ; but when they will deal with matters of 
temporal contracts, coloured with pretended ecclesiastical 
matter, we ought to prohibit them with that form of prohibit 
tioju, mcntioiiiug, that it eoncerneth not matter of marriage, 
nor testamentary : and they shall not liud that we liave 
gmnted any, but by form warranted, both by the repster ami 516. 
by law ; and when suggestions, carrying matter sufficient, 
^ipear to us judicially to be untrue, and insufficient, we are 
as ready to grant consultations as prohibitions : and we may 
not alter the form of our prohibitions upon the conceits of 
eockrsiostical judges; and prohibitions granted in the form set 
down in the artick^ arr of that form which by law they oi^rht 
to be, and cannot he alterL-d but by i>arl>amcnt." 
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^ \4. No Prohibition ttpon turmi$e onty to he pranUd, mthtr 
of the King's Bench or Cotntmn Pleas^ but out of the Chamc«rf\ 
only. 

" Amongst the caiiBRS wliereby tliG ecclesia&tlcal jui 
is oppressed, wth multitmie of prohibitions upon rui 
only, this hath a chief place ; in that through encroachm^ii 
(aa we supjHiHe) Uiere are bo niauy several courts, and judgttj 
in thorn, tliat take upon tliein to grant the saoic, as in tiwi 
King's Bcncli five, and in the Common Pluaa aa many, the oaaj 
court oftentimea crossing the proceedings of the other, whereas [ 
we are persuaded, tliat all such kinds of prohihitiona, being , 
original writs, ought only to issue out of the Chancery, 
neitlier out of the King^s Bench nor Common Picas. And 
that Uiia liath been the ancient practice in that behalf, appear* 
etii by some statutes of the realm, and sundry' judgments of 
the common law ; the renening of which practice carrieth 
with it an apparent show of great benefit and cnnveaieneyi 
both to the Church and to the subject : for if prohihitiona 
were to issue only out of one court, and from one man of such 
int^rity, judgment, sincerity and wisdom, as we are to ima- 
gine the lortl chancellor of England to be endued with, it is 
not likely that he would ever be induced to prejudice and pester 
the ooclesiasticflj courts with so many needless prohibitions ; 
or, after a consultation, to send out in one cause, and upoa 
one and tlie same librj not altered, prohibition upon prohibi- 
tion, hia own act remaining upon record before him to the 
contrary. The further consideration thereof, when, upon the 
judges' answer thereunto, it shall be more thoroughly debated, 
we must refer to your lunlahips^ honoiu^ble direction and 
wifidouu" 

" A strange presumption in tbo ecclesiastical judges, to 
require titat the king's courts should not do that which by law 
they ought to do, and always have done, and which by oath 
they are Ixiund to do ! And if this shall bo huldeii inconve- 
nient, and they can in discharge of us obtain some act of fl 
parliament to take it from all other courtj^ than the Chancery, ^ 
they stiall do unt4i us a great eaae : but thn law of the realm 
cannot be changc-d, but by parliament ; and wliat relief or 
ease such an act may work to the subjects, wise men will soon 
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abroad, there is a general unbeeecming aspersion of that upon ', — ' 

the judges, which ought to li&vc bccu rorbome/* 

16. No Prohibition to be avsxrded under afahe pretencey that 
the EccUsiastical Judgti toould hold no plea for customs for 
Tithes. 

" Amongst many devicos, whereby the cognliancc of canacB OA>?rtio«. 
of tithes ia drawn from occlesiastical judges, this is one of the 
chiefest, viz., concerning the trial of customs in juiymeni of 
tithes, that it must be made in a temporal court ; for upon a 
quirk and false suggestion in Kdward IV.'s time, made by 
some scrgt-anU, a conceit hath risen (which hath lately taken 
greater strength than before) that ecclesiaatical judges will 
allow no plea of custom or prescription either * in non deci- 
mando,'' or * in modo dcciniandi ; ^ and tlioreupon, when con- 
tentious persons are sued in the ecclesiastical court for tithes, 
and do j)crceive, that upon good proof jui^nent will be given 
agBtnst thcrat even in their own pleas, sonietiuies for customs, 
do presently (knowing their own strength with jurors in the 
country) tiy unto \\'estininster JIall, and ihoiv suggesting that 
they pleaded custom for themselves in the ecclesiastical courts, 
but could not be heard, do procure thence very readily a pro- 
hibition ; and albeit the said suggestion be notorioiuly false, 
yet the party prohibited may not be permitted to traverse the 
same in the temporal court (directly contrary to a statute 
made in that behalf) : neither may titc judge prohibited pro- 
ceed without danger of an attachment, though himself do 
certainly know, either that no such custom was ever alleged 
before him, or being alleged, that he did receive the same, and 
all manner of proofs offered thereupon : which course seemeth 
more strange unto us, because the ground thereof, laid in 
£xlward IV/s time, as aforesaid, was altogether untrue, and 
cannot with any sound reason be maintained : divers statutes 
and judgments at the common law do allow the ecclesiastical 
courts tn hold plea of such customs ; all our books and general 
learning do therewith concur, and the ecclesiastical courts, 
both then and ever since, even until this day, have, and still 
do admit the same, as both by our ancient and recent records 
it doth and may to any most manifestly appear. And, besides. 
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RKY- there are some coiisultatious to be sbowu in this very point, 



(il.T>s. ^Ij^.j^Iii tiie said surmise and suggestion, tliat the eccieauft- 



tical judnrcs ni'll hear no plea of customs, is affinned to be 
insufficient in law to maintain any such prohibition : anJ 
therefore we hope, titat if we shall be able, notwithstanding 
,')]7. any thing the judges shall answer thereunto, to justify tbe 
premiscft, your lordshjp will be a means, that the abusea 
herein complained of, having so false a ground, may be 
amended." 

^MMf. *' The temporal courts have alwa^-s granted prohibitions aft 

well in cases ^ de modo decimandi,' as in cases upon real compo- 
sitions, either in discharge of tithes, or the manner of tithing ; 
for tliai * modus decinmudi' had its original ground upon some 
composition in that kind made, and all prescriptions and com- 
pasitiona in tliose cftBes are to be tried at the common law, and 
the ecclesiasticnl conrta ought to bo prohibited, if hi those eases 
they had pica of titlics in kind. But if they will sue in tbd 
ecclesiastical court ' de modo decimandi,' or according to coni- 
IHisitiou, then we prohibit them not. And the cause why the 
ecclesiastical judges find fault herewith is, because many 
ministers have grown of late more troublesome to their pariHh^ 
ionera than in limes (Mist, and thereby work unto these courts 
more commodity ; whereas, in former ages they wore well con- 
trntoil to accept that which was used to be paid, .iml not to 
contend against any prescription or composition ; but now they 
grow so troublesome to tlieir neighlraurs, as, were it not for the 
prohilMtton, (as may appear by the precedents before remem- 
bered.) they would soon overthrow all proscriptions and compo- 
Bilions that are fur tithes, which doth and would breed sucli a 
general garboil amongst the people, as were to lie pitied, atid 
not to be permitted. And where they say there 1>e many 
NtJUutcs that take away these pruecudings from the temporal 
courts, tboy are much diHieived ; and if they look well unto it, 
tlicy shall 6nd even the same statutes (they pretend) to give 
way unto it- And it in strange they will aflmii so great an 
mitruth, OS to bay they are not permittt.'d to traverse the sug- 
gciitioo iu the temporal court ; for both the law and daily 
pnictiuc 
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16. The cmfomg for TiAm am only to he tried in the Ecclm- ' — '■■ — ' 
aatical Courts^ and ought not to be drawn thence ly Prohihi- 
tiotu. 

" Althongh some indiscreet ecolesiastical judprcs, either in otj^nixm. 
the time of king Edward IV., or Edward VI., might, against 
law, have refused in sonic one cause to admit a plea of custom 
of tithes, to the prejudice of some person whom he favoured, 
and migtit thereby puiudventure liave given occasion of some 
one prohibition, (but whether they do ao or no, the suggestion 
of a lawyer for his fee is no good proof,) yet forasmuch as by 
three statutes made since that time, wherein it is ordained, 
viz., both that tithes should be truly paid, acconling to the 
custom, and the trial of such payments, according to custom 
upon any default or opposition, should be tried in the king^s 
ecclesiastical courts, and by the king^s ecclesiastical laws, and 
not otherwise, or before any other judges than ecclesiastical. 
We most humbly desire your lordships, that if according to the 
said lavvs we be most ready to hear any plea of customs, your 
lordships would be pleased that the judges may not be |>cr- 
mitt«d hereaflcr to grant any prohibitions upon such false 
samiises, or if tht'y sliall answer, tliat we mistake the said 
statQteSt that then the siiid thrte staLutes may be thoroughly 
debated befort) your lordships, lest under pretence of a right, 
which tliey cliallenge to expound those kind of statutes, the 
truth may be overborne, and poor ministers still left imto 
country trials, there to justify the right of their tithe before 
unconedonable jurors in these cases.'" 

" The answer to tlic former article may serve for tliis ; and Amwtr. 
where tlic objection »eemctk to impeach the trial at the com- 
mon law by jurors, wo hold, and shall be able to prove it to 
be n far l>etter course for matter nf fact upon the teslunony of 
witncasefl, swoni ' \-iva vooe,^ than upon the conscience of any 
one [>articular man, being guided by paper proofs, and wc 
never heard it excepted unto heretofore, that any statute 
should be expounded by any other than the judges of the 
land ; lUfiUier was there ever any so much overseen, as to 
oppose himself against the practice of all ages to make tliat 
qnestioo, or to lay any such unjust imputation upon the judges 
of the realm.'' 
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■•<• 1 7. ^9 pr^hihition to l« granted Smhim the trM§ vaiu0 of : 
^~^ u ttudfor in t/uf EcclesiattwU Comi. 

" WhoTOiift it appears plunly by the tenor of the statute 
E!d«raH VI. cap. 13, that judges ecclesiastical, aod none otb( 
ATO to )k-ri- and dot«rmiiic all suits of titlietj^ and other dot 
fur thn MQUK*, which are given by the said act, and that nothii 
clw i« added to fonnnr laws by that statute, but only certai 
poDftlUot ; for example, one of treble value ; forasmuch as t) 
mid jMiuilty, being only duviscd as a means to work the bet 
payment nf tithes, and fur that there are no words used in 
■aid HULult! to give Juribdictiun to any temporal court, we 
it niONt apjwrontt that the said penalty of treble value, beii^ 
duty f^veu in the uid statute for non-pa3rment of tithes, 
Ih) demanded in tlie temporal court, but only before the 
Nbwtiual Judgt^ according to the express words of the 
NUtute : and the nithrr, we are so persuaded, because it 
inoiit Agruoablc to all laws and reason, tluit where the prio^j 
oiptl OMHO ia to be decided, there all things incident 
noonint^' trc to be determined. Besides, it was the practic 
of all coolentantirnl courts in this realm, immediately after tl 
, EDftking of tlio Haiti statute, and hath continued no ever since, 
award troblo damages (when there hath Itoen cause) witlioul 
any oppoaition, until about ten years post, when, or al 
M'hich time, notwitlmtanding the premises, the temporal jud 
began to hold plea of treble value, and do now account it 
pniper and peculiar to their jurisdictions, as by colour thei 
they admit suits originally for the said jwnaUy, and do mal 
thitreby (very aljsunlly) the penalty of treble value to be prin- 
ei|«l, which is indeed but the accessary ; and the cognu 
of tilbos to be but tho accessary, which in all due constructic 
ia moat evident to be the principal, thereby wholly i>ervert)i 
the true meaning and drift of that statute, whereupon if ii 
thr spiritual court the treble vidue be now demanded by tl 
libel as a duty. a<*cordrtig to tliat statute, or that sentence 
awarded directly and sincerely upon tlie said hbel, presently^] 
as contentious persons are disposed, a prohibition is granted, 
and Nome sliarp wor<ls are further u-sed, as if the ecclesiastical 
judgoa were in some furttior danger for holding of tlwso lun< 
of pleas : and therefore we most humbly desire, ttutt if tl 
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judges shall insist in their answers tipon snch their straining EDWARD 

of the Bud statute, your lordships will be pleased to hear the . — .'. . 

aaine further debated by us with thcni.^ 

t" If they observe well the statute, they shall find, that the Amm^. 
ecclesiastical court is, by that statute, to hold plea of no more 
than that which is especially thereby limited for tliem to hold 
plea of; and the temporal court not restrained thereby, to 
hold plea of that which is not limited unto the ecclesiastical 
court by that act, and of that they had jurisdiction of before ; 
and the forfeiture of double value is expressly limited to be 
recovered before the ecclesiastical judges ; but wliere a for- 
feiture is given by an act fieiierally not limiting where to be 
recovered, it is to lie recovered in the king's temporal courts; 
and the cause why it is so divided sccmeth to be for that* 
where, by that act, temporal men were to sue for their tithes 
in the ecclesiastical court, where it was then presumed they 
were to have no great favour: therefore tho party grieved 
might (if he would) pursue for the forfeiture of the treble 
vahie in the temporal court, where he was to recover no 
tithes; but if ho would sue where he might also recover the 
iitbes, then he would pursue for the double value : for that is 
qwcially appointed to be recovered in the ecclesiastical court, 
but not the treble value. And although they allege that they 
sometimes used to maintain suit for the treble value, yet as 
soon as that was complained of to the king's courts, they gave 
remedy onto it as appertained/' 



18. iVo Prohibition to he aieardtd^ inhere the pemm U etopp«d 
from carrying aieay of his Tifhss by htm that seta them forth. 

**As the said statute of Edward VI. last mentioned, o^^k<m«' 
aBsigueth a penalty of treble value, if a man, upon pretence of 
custom, which cannot be justified, shall take away his com 
before he hath set out his tithes ; so also in the statute it is 
provided, tliat if any man having set nut his tithes, shall not 
aftenmrdn niffer the parson to carry tliem away, &c. he shall 
pay the double value thereof so carried away, the same to be 
reeovered in tho cccleeiasti^'al court. Howbeit, tho clearness 
of the statute in this point notwithstanding, means are found 
to draw this cause also from the ecclesiastical court ; for such 
■B of hatred towards their ministers are disposed to vex them 
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Hkt <» hope far in 
«ovt) «9 Mt fid to aet ad their tiUm 
hal BSivndi maif mmmm^ at mtnt ihmt tho 
tmnyihtm nmtnz fiar pcaeatiy tkBn^oB tiMy 
tUr o«m aetmiiB to load Abm wn^ to their 
and Imve the pma ■• hs 
irtMh if be do attoni|it m the i iiiliaiiHii il aomt, oat 
A ywhitiriM, aaggesdag. that i^ok cneeMMe and mUtioff 
farth (tf thetcMh pan from the hm^ tht 
fnmu^fy fanr hv ia the paraoafb 
api<a bmaae a hy- c haU el, naaC he njui i ued bf i 

tfTtf)i4HB at the I a kw, aUimi the whole 

g i uaiahd npoa a nere penvftiag of the statute^ whiehiJ 
hoth ordain, thai al tithes thai be set feiih trnl^ and ji 
inUkMii fnuid «r gdfe ; «d that abo the panaa dnll not 
itoppid or hioderad hem caiijia^ them awar, odther of 

the fiiMii dDth sei them 
to earry then aroy liiMiiW (far that iethe 
loat wtting of tbcoi out) ; and, abo, «hea auuwJhig ly 
UkBth then aimaj to hia owm ok; far thcRhjr be 
the |«nai froa oanTin; them away; aad; 
ptai^ of tUa offenn is to he rec o fcrw l m the said 
■iaitiaal cowta« aeeardiag to the words of the aaid staiuU 
wad not in any cemi tanpoial : arhcrefare we moat humt Jy| 
desire your lordsbipe. that cither the jadgea watf 
«(^>arait to Tour lordsh^», that we mistake Uus atatoto h 
this point, or (hat our .f rilwiartiral eooito aaay erer i 
U* frred frum such ktmb of prohitntMOS.* 

" For the' nutter of this article H is answered belore^] 
and whcrv the truth of the eaee ia, that he that oogfat to payj 
priniial tith*<ft. doth not thvide out his lithea, or doth in 
niae intt.>mi(>t tlie pareon or his deputy, to se« the dinding 
aottiitg of thorn onl; tJial appearing onto ub jodicsally, 
niiuntain n«t |»rohibitioo apoo mdj soit there for the doal 
\iUui.' ; but if liAtir the tithea eerered, the pareoo will aeU 
tithes to the party that divided them, upoo the 
tlivreoC wc do, aad ought to grant a prohtliitkin : but if thai^ 
tamuiae do proTi* untroc, we do a» r^dtly grant a oonaoha-' 
tioii, and the party seeking the same ia» a e c oi d i iy to tb» 
itUtuto, to have his double eoeto aad 
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19. No Prohibitum to b« granted upon any incident ptea in an '- — v^ — ' 

Eccies'uiftical Caiug. 

" We conceive it to be a j^reat injury to his majcsty^s cede- obJ/aioM. 
naaticA) jurisdiction, that prohibitions arc awarded to his eccle- 
siastical courts upon every by and every incident plea or matter 
alleged there in bar, or by way of exception, the priucijiol cause 
beiu^ undoubtedly of ecclesiastical cognizance : for example^ 
in suit for tithes in kind, if the limits of the parish, agreements, 
oompoaitions, and arbitramentA, as also whether the minister 
that sueth w parson, be indeed parson or vicar, do come in 
^bate by way of bar, although the name particulars were of 
teoDporal cognizance, (as some of them, we may boldly say, are 
not,) yet they were in this case examinable ia the ecclesiastical 
court, because they arc matters incident, which come not in 
that case finally to be sentenced and determine<l, but arc used 
as a means and furtherance for the decision of the main matter 
in question. And sii the case stands in other such incident 
plea-s by way of liar : for otherwiat- either party in every cause 
might at his pleasure, by pleading some matter temporal by 
ivay of exception, make aiiy cjinsc ecclesiastical whatsoever, 
subject to a prohibition, which is contrar)- to the reason of the 
common law, and sundry judf^ments thereupon given, as we 
hope the judges themselves nill acknowle<ige, and thereupon 
yield to have such prohihitions hereafter restrained. 

" Matters incident tliat fall out to be mere temporal, are to Aiuwtr. 
be dealt withal in the temporal, and not in the ecclesiastical 
coDTt. as is before particuUrly set down in the eleventh 
article." 

20. THai tu> (mnporal Judga, under eototir of avfhonty to inter- 
pret Sfatutes, onnht, in favour of tfteir Prohibition*, to makf 
Ctaues Erdesiaeiieal fo be of Temporal Cogaizanee. 

" Although of late da)'s it hath been strongly held by some yft^w. 
tliat tlie interpretation of all statutes whatsoever do belong 
to the judges temporal, yet we suppose, by certain evil effects, 
that this opinion is to be boundcil within certain limits ; for 
the strong conceit of it hath already brought forth this fruit, 
that even those very statutes which do concern matters merely 

vol,. III. i> 



34 



ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY [book vu' 



BEY- ecclenasUcal, and were made od purpose with great caution, to 
EIw'c^i. P'^B^'^^ enlarge, and strengtheo ihe juriadicUon ecclesiastic 

' ' have bpcn bv colour thereof turned to the restraining, n-cakeo* 

ing, and utter overthrow of the some, contrary to ihc 
intent and meaning of the said statutes : as for example (beside 
ihc stranjre interpretation of the e-tatutes before mentjc 
for the [jayraent of tithes) when parties have been sued in 
ecclesiastical courts, in case of an incestuous marriage;, a prol 
bition has been awarded, suggt-Htiug, under pretpiine of a^tatut 
in the time of king Henry VIII., that it apjx^rtaineth to Lb*| 
temporal courta, and not to the ecclesiastical, to determin*] 
what marriages are lawful, and wliat arc incestuous, by thftj 
Word of God. As also a minister being upon point of deprvj 
vatioii for liis insufficiency in the ecclesiastical court, a prol 
bition ^\-a8 granted, upon suj^estion, that pleas of the fitneast' 
lcaniing,and insufficiency of ministers belong only nnto the king's 
temporal courta, relying, as we suppose, upon the statute of] 
13 Eliz. : by which kind of interpretation of statutes, if thaj 
naming, disposing, or ordering of causes ccclciiiastical in a^ 
statute shall make the same to be of temporal cognizance, and] 
HO abolish tlic jurisdiction of the ecclesiastical court, wHhoutj 
any further circumstances or express words to warrant th« 
Bome, it followetb, that forasmuch as the commou book and 
articles of religion are established and continued by several act« 
of parliament, the temporal judges may challenge to themselTe«j 
:in authority to end and detenuine all causes of faith and 
religioa, and to send out their prohibitions, if any ecclesiastical 
judge sliall deal or proceed in any of them : which conceit, how ' 
absunl it is, net-deth no proof, and teacheth us, that when] 
matten* merely ecclesiastical are comprised in any statute, 16 
doth not therefore follow, that the interpretation of the said 
matters dotli belong to the temporal judges, who by tlieir pro- 
fession, and as they are judges, are not acquainted with that 
kind of learning: hereunto, when we shall receive the answer 
of the judges, we shall be ready to justify every part of this 
article. 

r. "If any such have slipped, as is set down in this article,, 

nithout other circumstances to maintain it, we make no doubt, 
but when tluit appeared in the king^s temporal court, it hath 
be«0 presently remitted ; and yet there be cases, that we may 
deal both with marriages and matters of deprivation, as witere 
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they Will caD the marriage in question after the death of any of edwaro 
the parties, the marriage may not then be called in question, ^' ' 
because it is to bast&nl and disinherit the issues, who cannot 
so well defend the marriage, as the {tarties both livin;^ them- 
scItcs might have done ; and so is it, if they will deprive a 520. 
minister, not for matter appertaining to the ecclesiastical cofpii* 
zance, but for that which doth merely belong to the cognizance 
of the king's temporal courts. And for the judges expounding 
of statutes that concern the ecclesiastical govcninient ur pro- 
ceedings, it belongeth unto the temporal judges ; and we think 
they liave been expoundeil as much to their advantage as either 
the letter or intention of laws would or couki allow of. And 
when they have been exi>ounded to tlieir liking, then they could 
approve o^ it ; but if the exposition be not for their purpose, 
then will they say, as now they do, that it apportaineth not 
unto us to detcrmiuc of them.*" 



21. That Persom impris(»ied upon (hs Writ of^^de Excommuni- 
eoA) Capiendo^ an unduly ddivtntd^ and Prokibitwrn unduly 
mwardtdjirr their ffreaUr taeurity. 

"Forasmuch as imprisonment upon the writof ^excommuni- OtgtetiM. 
cato capiendo'' is the chiefest temporal strength of ecclesiastical 
juriadiotion. and that by the lan^s of the realm none so com- 
mitted for their contempt in mattei-s of ecclesiastical cognizance 
ottg^t to be delivered until the ecclesiastical courts were satis- 
fied, or caution given in tliat belmlf, we would gladly be resolved 
by what authority the temporal judges do cause the sbcriHs to 
bring the said parties into their courts, and by their own dis- 
cretions Bet them at lilwrty, without notice thereof tirst given 
to the ecclesiastical judges, or any satisfaction made either to 
the parties at whose suit he was imprisoned, or the ecclesias- 
tical court, where certain lawful fees are due ; and after all 
ihia, why do they likewise send out their prohibitions to tlie 
said court, commanding, that all censures against the said 
parties shall be remitted, and Uiat they be no more proceeded 
with for the same causes in those courts. Of this our desire, 
we hope your lordships do see sufficient cause, and will there- 
fore procure us from the judges some reasonable answer. 

** We affirm, if the party excommunicate be imprisoned, we A^mmt. 
ot^i^t upon complaint to send the king's writ for the body and 
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KKV- the cAusc. and if in the return, no cause, or no sufficient 
^Aiii>. ('*»(. ap[)car, then we <K) {an we ought) net him »t liberty; othenriM^^ 
~^ ' if upon removing the Ijody, the matter ap|»ear to be of cccle^i 
Kiastienl cH>gnizance, then we remit lum agrun ; and this 
nught to do in both cases; for the temporal courts must alwajl 
have an eye. Uiat the occlesiasticAl jurisdiction usurp not ii| 
ll»e temporal." 



SS. 7%i Kinp's autAority in Eccl/titutical Caiues is grtatly imr^ 
pufftud bjf Prohibitiom. 

" Wo arc not a little perplexed touching the authority of hin 
nujuaty iu causes <TuIesiasttcal, in tliat wc find the same to bel 
so ini)H>a(*ho(l by iimtiibitions. that it is in effect thereby almnstj 
extinguishetl ; for it WM*metli. that the innovating humour is 
grown BO rank, and tiiat some of the temporal judges are come 
to bo of opinion, tltat tlie commissioners appointed by his 
nu^jwty for his causes ecclesiastical (having committed unto 
them the oxcculinn of all eccIt^iastlcaJ jurisdicLton annexed to 
his nugMty^B imperial crown, by virtue of an act of parliaineni 
made in tlmt behalf, and according to the tenour and effwt of 
Ilia majesty's letters intents, wherein they are authorized to 
imprison, and impose fines, as they shall see cause,) cannot 
otherwise proceed, the said act and letters patents notwith- 
standing, than by ecclesiastical censures only : and thereupon 
of latter daj-s, whereas certain lewd persons, (two for example < 
sake,) one for notorious adultery and other intolerable con- 
tempts, and another for abusing of a bishop of this kingdom 
with throtttening speeches and sundry railing terms, (no way 
to be endured,) were thereupon fined and imprisoned by the 
said commisaionCTS, till they should enter into bonds to perfonn 
further onlors of the said court ; the one was delivered by an 
habeas corpus out of the King's Bench, and the other by a like 
writ out of the Common Pleas : and sundry other prohibitions 
have been likewise awarded to his majesty's said commii^ioners 
u|K)n these suggostions, viz. that they had uo authority either 
to fine or imprison any man : wliich innovating conceit boing 
added to this that followeth, that the writ of *de excommuni- 
cato capiendo* cannot lawfully be awarded upon any certificate 
or significavit made by the said commissioners, wc find his 
majeety's said supreme authorit>' in causes cccle^nstical (so 



largely amplified in sundry statutes) to be alto^thcr destitutt; edward 

ill cfll'Ct of any means to uphold it. if the said pi-oceedin^ by . ^ . 

teuiporal judges ahall bo by them maintained ami justified ; and 
tlierefore wo most hunibly desire your lordships, tliat they may 
declare themselves herein, and be i-cstrained hereafter (if there 
be cause found) from using the king^D name in their prohi- 
bitions, to so great prejudice of his majesty's said authority, as 
in debating the same before your lordsliips will liereaftor more 
fully apf>ear. 

'* Wc do not, neither will we in any wise impugn the eccic- ^««wr. 
Kiastical authority in any thing that up|>crtainGth unto it ; but 
if any by the ecclesiastical authority commit any man to pi-ison, 
upon complaint unto us tliat he is imprisoned without just 
cause, we arc to send to have the body, and to be certified of 
the cause : and if they will not certify unto us the particular 
cause, but generally, without expressing any particular c-ause, 
whereby it may appear unto us to bo a matter of the ecclesias- 
tical cogm'zance, and his imprisonment be just, then wo do and 521 . 
ought to deliver bim : and this la tiicir fault, and not ours. 
And although some of us have dealt with them to make some 
such particular certificate to us, whereby wc may l>c able to 
judge ujion it, as by law they ought to <lo, yet they will by no 
moans do it ; and therefore their error is the cause of this, and 
gp fault in us ; for if we see not a just cause of the party "s im- 
■||ibonmcnt by them, then wc ought, and arc bound by oath to 
deliver bim.^ 
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S3. No prohitition to be ffranled under pretence to reform the 
manftn* 0/ procfedinffn by ike Kcclesiastical Laws^ in Causes 
amfmnd to be of Eocle»iastie<U Cognizance. 

" Notwithstanding that the ecclesiastical jurisdiction hath <a^w«, 
been much impeached heretofore through the nmltitude of 
prohibitions, yet tlic suggestions in them had some colour of 
justice, a.s pretending tluit the judges ecclesiastical dealt with 
temporal causes ; but now, as it secmeth, they arc subject to 
the Baine controlments, whether the cause they deal in Ik: either 
eedeeiaBtlcal or temporal, in that prohibitions uf late are 
wreBted out of their own pro[K>r course, in the nature of a writ 
ol error, ur of an appeal. For, whereas the true and only use 
of a prohibition is to restrain the judges ecclesiastical fn>m 
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dealing in a matter of temporal cx)gu]zance, now prohibitiom 
<:wt. **'c awarded upon these surmises : vix. that the libel, the arti- 
'""' dea, the sontcnce, and the ecclesiastical court accordinjf to the 
ecclesiastical laws, arc gricTous and int>uf)icteni, though the 
matter there dealt withal bo merely ecclesiastical. And by 
colour of Huch pmhibitions, the temporal judges do alter aad 
change the decrees and aeuteuces of the judges eocleBuuticaL 
and do moderate the expensea taxed in the ecdeaiastical 
courla, and do award ronmiltntion-s upon conditions : aa^ for 
mcample, that the plaintift' in the ecclesiastical courts shall 
accept of the one half of the costs an-ardcd, and that the 
regiHter nhall lose his fees ; and that the Baid plaintiff Bhall 
coutentod with the payment of his legacy, which was the pi 
cipal sued fur, and adjudged due unto him at hu(^ a day as the 
tJie Raid temporal judges shall appoint, or else the pmhibiti< 
must Btand. And also, where his majeaty''8 commissioners, fo 
cniiwtt cedes iaMical, have not been accustomed to give a 
«>r llif articles to any party before he has answered them, 
that tin; htatuto of Ileury V'.. touching the delivering of 
lilwl, waH not otdy publicly adjudged in the King's Bench 
to I'xtend to tlio deliverance of articles where the |>arty is pi 
cei.'ded witli 'ox officio," but likewise imparted to his majesty ai 
afl^TwordR divulged in the Star-chamber as a full resolution 
the judges^ yet, within four or five moutlis after, a prohibiiit 
«M awarded to the Bwd commissioners out of the Kiug'a Bei 
ii|>on suggestion tliat the party ought to liave a copy of tl 
artieloa, being called in question ' ex ufficiu'' before he shoul 
answer them; and, uotwitbstaudiug that a motion was madi 
in full court ahoilly after for a consultation, yet an order wj 
entered tliat the pruliibition should stand until the said part 
had a copy of tiio Raid articles given him : which novel 
extraordinary courses do seem very strange unto os, and 
contrary not only to the whole course of his majesty's lai 
ceclcsiastical, but also to the very maxims and judgment of tl 
common law and sundry statutes of this realm, aa we shall he 
ready to justify before your lordships, if the judges shall endea- 
vour to maintain these their proceedings. 

" To tliis we say, that though, where parties are proceeded^ 
withal * ex officio,^ there needeth no libel, yet ought they UfV 
have the cause made known unto them, for which they are 
called ' ex officio' before tliey be examined, to the_ end it may 
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^ipear nnto them, before their examination, whether the cause edwabd 
bo of ecclesiastical cognizance, othenviso they ought not to "• 
examine theui upon oath. And touching tbc rest of this article, 
they do utterly mistake it.'" 



24. That Temporal Judfffs are atcwn to defend th« Ecclesiastical 
Juritdidion. 

" We may not omit to si^iify unto your lordships, that (as o^/eetimt. 
wo take it) the temporal judges are not only bound by their 
KDcient oath that they shiJl do nothing to the disherison of the 
cron-n, but also by a latter oath unto tlie king^s supremacy, — 
wherein they do swear that to tJieir power tliey will assist and 
defend all jurisdictiouH, privileges, pre-eminences, and authori- 
ties united and annexed to the imperial crown of this reahn, 
in which words the ecclesiastical jurisdiction is specially aimed 
at ; so that whereas they do oftentimes iosbt upon their oath 
for doing of justice in temporal causes, and do seldom make 
mention uf the second oath taken by them for the defence of 
tlie ecclesiastical jurisdiction, with the rights and immunities 
belonging to the Church ; wo think that they ought to weigh 
their said oaths better togetlier, and not so far to extend the 
one as that it should in any sort prejudice the other : the due 
consideration whereof (which we most instantly desire) wouJd 
put them in mind (any suggestion to the contrary notwith- 
standing) to be as CAreful not to do any thing that may pre- 
judice the lawful proceedings of the ecclesiastical judges in 
ecclesiastical causes, as they are circumspect not to suflbr any 
impeachment or blemish of their own jurisdictions and proceed* 522. 
ingB in causes temporal. 

** We are assured that none can justly charge any of us with Antwtr. 
violating our oaths ; and it is a strange part to tax judges iu 
this mauner, and to lay so great an iniputatiou upon us. And 
what scandal it will be to the justice of tlie realm to have bo 
great levity and so foul an imputation laid upon the judges as 
u done in this is too manifest ; and we are assured, it cannot 
be ibovn that the like hath been done in any former age : and 
for leas scandals than this, of the justice of the realm, divers 
have been severely puuishcd." 
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**TV> cnnctnifa: wfc erci M Ss Tor the better preserring of 
a^wtjr^i ivo supKvnie jumdicttuna before mentioned, — \ 
tilt ffioclMUStical ami the toiu|wral, — tiial the one might 
Vflvp MpOD Um» oth«r, two means heretofore have of utci 
Udm bMB orduned, — that b to eay, the one to restrain 
e«cniachuK-nt of the temporal jurisdiction upon the 
tkwl; the otlwr of tbe eecksinstioal upon the temporal: 
\tBMk htuaHy dMHw yoor lonbhips, that by your means 

majr be induced to reaolTe ds, why excummunicatit 
tuav not M freely be put tn ure for the presen-ation of 
jtinwlicti(»l t w i lwi i wti cal, as prohibitions are under pretence 
di'fciHl the temporal ; especially against such contentions 
•oiu w do wiitiuglY and wrellu^y, upon false and 57vol 
la^gvetionis to the delay of justice, vexation of the subject 
IUmI gtokt ncantlid of ecclesiastical junsdictinns, daily proet 
mithont ^^r eitlh^r of God or men^ such undue prohibitions 
wo have hi-retufore mentioned. 

*' TIk' I'xeoiumuiiicatioo cannot be gainsaid, neither may l| 
pnihibitiitu be dctii.'d, upon th« surmise made, that the matt 
puntued in the eccleaiaatical court is of temporal cognizance^ 
but as uuon as that shall ap(>ear unto us judicially to be fabe, 
wtT grant the c(mt*iiltaliou. 

** For the better Mitiafaction of hia majesty and your lonl- 
aliifiB, touching; the objrctiuiis delivered against pnihiliittons, 
we have Uioiiglit iiiKHl to set down (as may Iw jierceived by tlia^^ 
which hatli been Kaid) tlie onlinaiy procee<ling in his majesty)^H 
courtH therein ; whereby it may appear both what the judge^^ 
do, and ought to do, in those causes: and tlie ecclesiastical 
iju<lgt« may do well to consider what issue the course tliey 
herein liold can have in the end. And they shall find it can be 
no other but to cast a scandal upon the justice of the realm : 
for the judges doing but what they ought — and, by their oatlis, 
are bound — to do. it b not to be called in question ; and if it 
fall out that they err in judgment, it cannot otherwise bo re- 
formed, but judicially in a superior court, or by parliament." 




CENT. XIV.] OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



41 



Thus T have ropreacnted the pleadings on both sides, and kdwaro 
shall leave them with the reatler. As for Sir Edward Coke's ^ 
inference, I take it to be somewhat ra)'stcrious. He Bcoms to 
lay the stress and decision of the ease upon the unanimous reso- 
lution of the judges, and affirms it the highest authority in law j j ^^^ 
next to the court uf parliaiueut. The opinion of the reverend ibiJ. 
judges \»y without doubt, of great authority, where they arc 
authorized t^ pronounce, and the matter comes regularly before 
them ; but this seems, by no me-ans, the case in hand. Here 
is a contest between the ecclesiastical and temporal judges, 
between two inferior courts, about privilege and juriMlIctiou: I 
say two inferior courts, for that there was a court superior tho 
judges themselves acknowledge in their answer. Thoy mean, 
without question, the House of Lords, which ia tho supreme 
court for determining pnijierty. Now, jurisdiction fails under 
the notion of 'meum" and 'tuum,' and is a branch of property. 
To proceed : it is granted, a supreme court must be judge of 
own privilege, because there is no liigher authority to appeal to; 
but in subordinate courts it is both against the methods of 
law and the principles of justice, to make a man judge in his MknleT'* 
own cause: ' Nemo debet case judex in propria causa^^ is a '"''t^*^' 
maxiui in our law. The constitution supposes the judges liable 'juOjc." 
to the common temptations incident to mankind ; and that it is 
possible for them to be swayed by the motives of seJf-love, in- 
terest, and partiality. It is upon this view a justice of peace 
is not permitted to puniub an offence against himself; and for 
this reason a judge is barred from holding an assize in the .^ ^"^ ^^^ 
county where he dwells or was bom. Thus, all judges or other 24. 
ministers of justice are disabled from having an estate conveyed ^!'.^'J\ • 
to them during the time any suit concerning the premises shall iiMtitui. 
be depending in the king''a courts. And does not this reasoning ^217. 
affect the case ! and are not these provisions perfectly applica- 
hlc to the business in hand *. Does not the archbishop address 
the privy council, in order to prepare the matter for the cogni- 
anoe of a superior court ! Is not here a conij)laint of encroach- 
DteDt against ihe temporal couils I A re they nut charged with 
overstraining their authority, to the prejudice of tho court 
Ohristtan ! So that, in the case before us, the reverend judges 
are, as it were, taken from the bench and set to plead at tlic 
bar. They are not called so much to deliver their opinion, as 
tu maintain their practiw. As to this instance, they sccni 
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CHAPTM TI. 

** AlsOf if any cause or matter, the knowledge whereof be- 
i^Tt^ looga to a oo«nrt BpirituaL aud shall be defioitely detoniined 
ftfwi amrt. before a i|)intual judge, and doth pass into a judgment, and 
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Bhall not be subtended by an appeal ; and after, if upon the edward 
samo thing, a qtiestion U moved before a temporal judge be- 
tween the same parties, and it be proved by witness or instru- 
tnentA. such an exception is not to be admitted in a temporal 
court." 

7%* Antvw. " "When any one case is debated before judges 
Bpiritual or temporal, as above appcareth (upon the case of 
laying violent hands on a clerk) ; it is thought, that notnith- 
Btanding the spiritual judgment, the king's courta shall discuss 
the Haate matter as the party shall think expedient for bim- 
Belf." 

CHAPTER VII. 

**A1k> the king's letter directed unto ordinaries, that have/mnitHMjy 
wrapt those tliat be in subjection unto them in the sentence of ^.J*^!^ 
excommunication, that they should assoil them by a certain •*"'^'^*'' 
day, or else tliat thtjy do appear, and sliow wherefore they an w»m- 
ha^-e excommunicated them." nwmmu. 

Tkt Aruiter. '^ The king decreeth^ that hereafter no such 
letters shall be suffered to go forth, but in caue where it is 
found that tbc kings liberty is prejudiced by the excommuni- 
cation." 

CHAPTEB VIII. 

"Also barons of the king's exchequer, claiming by their r&rir » ti« 
privilege that they ought to make answer to no complainant ^^^'4^ 
out of the same place, extend the same privilege unto clerks ''«>^'W 
^Idlag there, called to orders, or unto residence, and inhibit ^.i/^ J. Aw 
ordioaries that by no means or for auy cause (so long as they jtaWftJrt* 
be in the exchequer, or in the king's service) they shall not on'<«»«y- 
call them to judgment.^^ 

T^« Atatrer. "It pleaseth our lord the king, that such 
clerks as attend in his service, if they offend, shall bo correct 
by their ordinaries, like as other; but so long as they are 
oeeapied about the exchequer, they shall not be bound to keep 
residence in their churches. This is added of new by the 
king's council. The king and his ancestors, since time out of 
mind, have used that clerks which arc employed in his service, 
daring such time as they are in sei-vice, shall not be compeDed 
to keep residence at their benefices. And such things as 



KKY- ^ thought necessary for the king and the commoni 
Ata'iw. o"8h* ""^t- ^ ^ s^><* ^ ^ prejudicial to the liberty 
' — ■■ — ' church." 



Jiy the king's council in Ihift chapter, Sir Edward Cokt^ 
JJf ti^"i oteerves, we are to underetand the " commune concilium 
W. m. 0j the parliament. 
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CHAPTES IX. 

"Also the king's officers, as shertffij and other, do ent* 
into the fees of tlie church to take diatressos; and sometimetj 
they take the |>arson'8 beasts in the king's highway, where tbcy] 
have nothing but the land belonging to thu church." 

T&e Anstcer. "The king's pleasure is, that from henceforUl 
sucli distresses stiall neither be taken in the king's higliway^j 
nor in the fees whercwitli churches in times past have btica 
endowed ; nuverthuless he willeth distresses to be taken ia 
poflBeasions of the church newly piu*cba»ed by ecclesiastical | 
persons." 

ClIAPTKH X. 

"Also, where some, Bying unto the church, abjure tbej 
realm, according to the custom of the realm, and laymen or' 
their enemien do pursno them, and pluck them from the king's 
highway, and they are hanged or headed, and whilst they be 
in the chiurh, are kept in the churchyard with armcil men;! 
and sometime in the church so straightly, that they cannotl 
depart from the hallowed ground lu empty their belly, audi 
camiot be suffered to liave necessaries bruught mito thoni focj 
their living." 

Tin Ansuw. " They that abjure the reahn, so long as tlieyj 
bo in the common way, sliall be in the king's peace, nor oug1i^| 
to be disturbed of any uian ; and wh(.<n they be in thu church, 
their keepers ought not to abide in tlic churchyai'd, except 
necessity or peril of escai>c do require so. And so long as 
they be in the church, they shall not be compelled to Hce 
away, bnt they shall have necessaries for their living, and may 
go forth to empty their belly. And the king's pleasure is, 
that thieves or appellors (whensoever they will) nuiy confess 
tlicir oHcnces unto priests, but let the confesson beware that 
they do not erroneously inlorui auch ap|)cllor»." 



I 



Since the privilege of sanctuary was taken away by an act 
of parliaineat made in tho twenty-first of king Jaine» 1., Uuh 
c1iapt«r concerning abjuration is repealed by consequence. 

To po on with the statute : the eleventh cluiptcr of which, 
relating only to rcUgtoua houses or monasteries, I shall wave 
the recital. 

* CHAPTER XII. 

'*Al9o if any of the king's tenure be called before their 
onlmaries where they continue ; if they be excommunicate for 
tJieir nianifctft contuumcy, and after forty days a writ goes out 
to take them, and they pretend their privilege thjit they ought 
not to be cited out of the town and parish where tlieir dwelling 
is; and so tlie kings writ that went out for to take them Is 
denied.^ 

Tka A'os^ter. " It was never vet denied, nor shall ho here- 
after." 
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COAPTXK XIII. 

" Also it is desired, that spiritual persons, whom our lord the Thrammi- 
king doUi present unto benefices of the church, (if the bishop ^^^. 
will not admit Ibcm either for lack of kaming or for other ?^'''ij'* " 
cause reasonable), may not be under the examination of \Ay-Uio^i«^ 
peiBona in the cases aforesaid, as it is now attempted, contrary 2^"^ 
tn the decrecR canonical, but tliat they may sue imto a spiritual 
judge for remedy as right shall rtHiuire." 

The AngwT. " Of the ability "f a pannon iireaented unto 
a benefice of the church, the examination belongcth to a spi- 
ritual judge ; and so it hath been used heretofore, and sliall be 
hereafter.*" 



CHAPTKU XTV. 

"Also if any dignity be vacant, where election is to be Thertd^n 
it is moved that the electors may freely make tl<eir J^"!!-^ 
ion, without fear of any power temporal, and that all"*'*"^"' 
prayers and oppret^ioiut sliall in tliis behalf cease." 

7^.» Antwer. "They sliall be made free according to the 
form of statutes and ordinauees.^^ 
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Uiliopriw and other church dignities^ is. ■ 

obwrvcM, oiil^- declaratory of foriDcr laws, 

(•xplanutktn uf Westmiuiter 1.: he caOs it **; 

law, and worthy to be put iu executioo.** Bm, if he U 

plaaaod to lmvt< iuld ita how the execution of tfaishwi»|B^ 

tlcalilfl, without intTurring a pn«muntre upon a lafeer ^iM% 

(S& H. VIII. cap. 20.) it would have beea a nmaft»Ued»- 

T(i procood; tbo fifteenth chapter gives a clerfc, takiiig 
HUietuary fur fctouy, the privilege of not bong nnnyrilrJ 
ftbjurv ; but nlijumtion mid sanctuary (ailing togednr. 
U UO nvod for tnuutcribiug thia chapter. 
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fTHAPTER XVI. 

" Alao, notwittuttaiiding that a confc8sion made belbre Unj 
A ^^^^i, **'*'^ * "^*^ lawful judge thereof, is not miflficient wbereon pro-} 
;SJ^ UUH niny lie awanled, or sentence given ; yet some temponl] 
judgw (t)iough t)u<y Imvo been instantly desired thereio)4ftj 
^i" not ilellvor t(» their onliniiries, according to the preuiiaeB, m "^ 
■" rlnrku UN confeM iH'fon^ them their heinous oflbnceft, as tfaeft,] 
n>tilK>i'V. and inurdnr ; hut aitmit tlieir accusation wluch ooiih| 
iiiiiiily they i-iJI nn apiieal, albeit to tlm respect they be not of 
llii>ir (.iiurt, 111)1' eau he judged or cuudeinned before them apon 
llipjr own confeNftion, witliout breaking of the churches pri- 1 
vlloUn.** 

7'Ai« A N'vwr. ** The privilege of the church being demanded | 
In duo form by tho ordinary, shall not be denied unto the I 
nppi'nlor iw to a clerk : we, desiring to provide for the state of j 
holy (liurt'li uf ICngbuid, and for the tranquillity and quiet ofj 
(Itn pntUttw Biid elurgy iifun«aid, {m far forth aa we may law-f 
Aitly il't,) to l.ht> hiinitiir of fh>d, and emendation of the Church, 
lli«i r'titrgy and pri'tnt<-« of ttie same, ratifying, confirming, and 
Approving all and every of the articles aforesaid, with ^1 and 
•Vttry of tho answers rumIo and contained in the same, do 
SIAt S^vit'' '""^ command them to be kept firmly, and observed for 
•vor, willing and granting for us and our heirs, that the fore-fl 
aaid prulatctn and clergy and their successors shall use, execute, 
and practiae for ever the jurisdiction of the Church in the pre- 
miacA, alter the tennur of the answers aforesaid, without quar- 
ml, inquieting, or vexation of our heirs, or any of our officers, 
whaUioever they be. T. B." &c. 
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To proceed ; upon the vacancy of the see of DaTfaam, by the edwaRO 
death of Ricliard Kellow, the mODkB elected Henry Stamford, ' . 

prior of Finchal, for their bishop, who set forward towards 
Arignon for his consecration. But before he reached that 
city, the pope, at the instance of the kings of England and 
France, bestowed the bishopric upon Lewis Beaumonnt, ex- 
tracted from the hoose of France, and nearly related to Isabel, 
queen of England, The court of Rome, according to their 
customary encroacliments, pretended to convey the temporal, x. a. 1317. 



pop*. 



as well as tfte spiritual jurisdiction, uut the bishop was Jj^""^. 

obliged to renounce tliis clause at his doing homage, and own 'm. 'tc. 

InB receiving the tein[>oralitiea from the crown. c^' ^' 

About this time the pope sent out an excommunication Kitg ttoUH 
against Bobert Bruce and his brother, for breaking their oath ^^^, 
ot homage to the king of England. The bull, directed to the ^i*'^^'*' 
arehbiahops of Dublin and Cashels, was probably not put in 
execution ; for, not long after, he proposed a truce between 
England and Scotland, and sent his nuncio to king Bobert 
Bruce ; but that prince declined treating with the nuncio, ^\ 
because his holiness did not salute him in the royal style. It 6fi2. 
seems the king of Scots was willing to take the advantage of 
the juncture, and rather come to extremities with the court 
of Rome, tlian prejudice his title, or lose an opportunity of 
success. For in another bull of the popeX directed to his a. d. Isib. 
nuncios in (Jreat Britain, he charges king Robert with sur- 
prising Berwick during the lime of tlie cessation of arms, 
tearing the pope's letters, and plundering his nuncios : and 
for these outrages he orders him to be excommunicated forth- 
with. 

This year or tlie last, pope John XXII. published the 
aernnth book of the Decretals, and instituted the festival of^*'*'»'"5' 

ham, liut. 

Corpus Christi, first recommended by Urban IV. Angl 

Upon the death of Sandale, bishop of Winchester, the king 
recommended one Henry Burghash to the pope's favour: but 
hia holiness prefemnl his legate Reginald de Assor to that see. 
The archbishop of Canterburj' refusing to consecrate this elect, i"**^'^' 
the bishop of London was so hardy as to perform that cere- Oodwin in 
mony. However, this Reginald, or Rigand, was forced to um.**^' "*' 
renounce the clause in the pope s bull relating to the tempo- ^IT lIiS^ 
ralitieft. ^^^J^ 

p. 838. 
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Abp- c»DL ministry of the Spencers, that they had recotxiBB to ik^ 

' — ' mothcMLs and entered into an association. Hi^h Speaeer, titt 

rather, waa carl of VVinchestcr ; and Hugh, the son, earl rf 
Uloiwestor. The general obai^ against these two fimorita 
was, that they would not suffer the king to do right to tfai 
great men ; thai by usurping undue power they orermfcd the 
law, and governed the king, his council, and his rnJalwt. li 
their pleaiiure. 
_^ The barons, who came armed to AVeetnunster, beii^ toa 

Or fiomw' strong to be refused in their demands, there w-as an order rf 
'JSi f. parliament for banishing the Spencers, and forfeiting tlwir 
$m(«n. estntcB. But the next year, when the king was eomewhat 
ditKntanglcd, Hugh Spencer the younger addressed his 
ness fur the revocation of his banishment : the kii^ 
the earl to be coiiiniitted, and sent lu» petition to the 
A pntUeiat biftliop uf Canterbury and his proWnciol 8ynod, to send 
y**^ their opinion upon the ease. The bishops declared the joe 
n»cnt of banUhmcnt and forfeiture awarded against the S( 
Id. [J. IM, cers to bo illegal, as Ix-ing tlie effect of force, and given withi 
ii/in M^. tlie consent of the spiritual lords, and therefore they prayed 
Ir w. **'' I'ligl't be revoked; which, by the king's letters patents, 
f. hUA. done acconlingly. 

The king was now persuaded by the Spencers to march 

against tlie barons, who had taken the field, and committed 

yitfldnw) hustJIitiuA. They ntovctl towards Scotland, in hopes of 

iJShU^I^* rvinforcemrnt from that kingdom: but their mcsfltties 

^iUMr ^''"' ^'^''**'" **y ■*""*' ^^ t*!'' king's forces in tlie north; 

UUmW. and Iteing ubliginl in eotinter-ntarch their troops, they were 
cliargod by the king at Itoroughbridge, in Yorkshire. And 
here they lost the bottle ; and the earl of Lancaster, their 

Ij ., AfQ, general, wnA taken prisoner, and soon after executed for high 
trptwon. fl 

Uui-ghaali, Utely promoted to the see of Lincoln, was cn^ 




Iiw" Uirw. ff'RpJ »•* t-'i*^ baronfi' faction, and for tliis reason, as it is most 
*'«»"' *' P"*^*''''•^ ^i*' l''"*? wrote to the pope, to deprive hira ; whic 
not Iwiug [lone, tlie king resolved to give liimaelf some sat 
faction, and sci/ed tin* revenues of the bbhopric. Dut, two 
(;.,.i»iiiin thrt'i' yi^ars aftt-r, ho n^covered Uie king's favour, and had lu| 

Kill"'. 1' • 1 

iii.cptr> tem[K>ralili09 restored. 
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The prior and monks of Pontefract, who were in the interest f.i>w*arii 

of the ni^-contents, pretended miracles were wrought at the * _^ • 

grave of the late earl of Lancaster, buried in their church. This ^J^^^j 
report gained so much belief, that a great many people came "^'^^^T^ 
to ofier and pray at bis tomb. The kiog, apprehending the wnvffkt &« 
ill-eflects thia story might have, ordered the church of the 't!J^^^, 
prioi^ to be shut up. This dehision, it seems, spread notwith- ^,"^f' 
standing : for at St. PauPs, in London, the earl of Lanenster'^s iiiu from 
picture was hung up, and he was treated witli ilie respect of a "i,*^fhre^ 
saint. The king, being informed of this dangerous suiwrsti- "'^'•_"' 
tion, wrote to the bishop and chapter, letting them know, he Chnni 
took it iD, they should misplace their regard in so 8c:nidalous i»ta?rid!^. 
a manner, and woi-ship the memory of a rebel ; that Bueh 526. 
misapplications of religious honour were a discredit to the 
Cliristian religion, had a plain tendency to poison the people, 
and might prove of pernicious consequence ; that he was ex- 
tremely troubled they should connive at so scandalous a prac- 
tice. He comniandK them, therefore, upon their allegiunce, 
not to suffer the people to come to the picture, nor *^" pi^Vi Sj" -uo 
offer, or show any other marks of religious worship before it. IK.™*' 

The next year, about the quindcnes of Easter, the king held *■ » l^K. 
a parliament at York. And here the process and award of 
ItanUhnient and confiscation against the Spencers ivas reversed 
in form. One reason assigned for the reversal was, that none 
of the bi^ops assented to the award, but entered their pro- ^•'*-'-^-. 
testations in writing against it. i>.>n. 

To pruveod : king llobert of Scotland, notwithstanding his 7V;m;v 

rrfutn to 
UUtr ttjrthe 

He therefore defl|)atehed '^"«''' 
tbe biabop of (■La>tgow, and Randolph, earl of Murray, to Ay>ti t'/m^ 
Avignon, to prevail with the pope to take off the interdict ^^^tm. 
and eKOommunication : but the English ambassador setting jJ''''^»'"iE' 
forth the injufttice of the Scots, persuaded the pope to con- .Anal. 
tinue the censure till they had made satisfaction. ^ 

The next ynar, in tjont, the king summoned the lords and 
commons to I/ondon, to con«ult what answer was to I>e made 
to the king of France's demand of horoi^ for Giascouy. In 
parliament, Adam de Orlton, bishop of Hereford, was 
}cuted for high treason, before the king and the House of 
Lords. The articles charged upon him were, that he had held 
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nigged usage of the legates, was not willing to continue under "'^'***''' 
tbe censure of the conrt of Itome. 
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RKY- eorrespondence with the kinj^s cnetniee; nppean^d with 
\^^ barons in the field, and given countenance and aseistancc 
ImT' ''**^ rebellion. When the articles were read, ihe bishop had| 
r* *^^?'!j K'^'"'' ^^^ '^^ ^^^ language given him for his disloyalty, 
i/JmUi which he soi>Qie<l to take no notice : at last, addressing hii 
"imM^M '^^^ ^° ^^*^ ^"g» ^^^ made this defence. " Sir," says be, '' wii 
thtUammof^W due regard to your highnci<i:i, I am an buniblu minister 
nfumt»h the Church of God, and a consecrated bishop, though unworthy 
imiiktn. ^^ ^^^ station : my character being thus, I neither can nor 
ought to answer to an iiiipeachment of this high nature, with- 
out leave fi-uni my uictropolitan, the lord aichbialiop of Can- 
terbury, who, next to the po[»c, is my immediate judge. The 
connivance or express consent of the rest of my brethren, tlie 
bishops, is likewise requisite in thts case.'" ^H 

Upon this answer, the archbishops, and all the Hshops tlu^B 
were present, rising up, entreated the king^s favour for the 
bishop of Hereford, and begged him to admit his excuse : and 
when they pL-rcoived tlie king too angr)" to be thus j>acified, 
they insisted upon the bisbop''s being a clerk, and claimed tlie 
privilege of the Church. The king, giving way to their im^H 
]iortunity, ilulivurud lum to the ciisutdy of the archbishop oflH 
Canterbury, with a dc«ign. however, to call hun to an accouut 
upon tilt.- articles above-meutioned. In short, some few days 
after, the biiihop was brought to his trial at the King's Jtench 
bar. These proceedings being looked u|>ou as a violation of 
the liberties of (lie Oliiirch, the archbishops of Canterbiuy^H 
York, and Dublin came immediately, with their croiise^l 
erected, into the court, and carried oflf the bishop without 
giving him time to auswtr to the uidictmcnt. ^m 

Notwithstanding this rescue, the king, who was surprise<l al| 
the Imrdiness of the clergy, connnandeil the jury to bring in 
their venlict ; who, cither ovcraweil by his highness, or out 
of disairection to tlie bishop, or being Nitisfied with the evi- 
dence againnt liim, found liim guilty iu evciy article of tlie 
eharge. The king, making use of this advantage, seized the 
cwtate. As for himself, he was suffered to remain in the cua- 
tody of the airhbishop of Canterbury, who afterwards made luijH 
|ie«ce with the king. This Adam dc Orltiin, :t» the author olH 
Antiquitatt's Ih-itannicie observes, was the Brat of any bishop 
in EngUnd wito was brought to a trial of tJits kind in 
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temporal courts : but the bishop, aa we have scon, refusing to F.nwARD 

take his trial in the House of Lords, the king was resolved to . [^ , 

bring liiiu under the cognizance of a common jurj-. AniMjuii. 

This year the king wrote to the pope to procure his consent Wolirr 
for the dissolving some of the lesser bishoprics in Ireland, and n'-^iy 
incor|ioraiiiig them into the metropoHtical sees, or at least 
to such as were better endowed, and fixed in more populous 
citktt. And here, all those bishoprics which were not 
M-ith mure than sixty pounds ])er annum, were to 
This regulation was i^et on foot as a serviceable 
expedient for the Church and State of that kingilom. For 
by maliing the sees more considerable, and filling them with 
none but Euglisli prelates, wliich was part of the provision, it 
was thought, the occasion of disturbances would bo taken off 
in a great measure, and the native Irisli kept better in order. r„„^f^,i, 
However, it does not certainly appear the pope closed with ""• i-'"^"". 
the proposal. But it secois there was something done either p. ^. 
then or soon alter; for about six years forward, in the reign 
of king Edward III. the king, in a letter to the pope, takes 
notice, it was reported Iiis holiness had annexed the see of 
Eoagdun, and two other small bishoprics, to the archbishopric 
of Tuam ; and complains, that under pretence of this union, 
that metropolitan had usurped u])Dn the prerogative royal and o27. 
the rights of the chapter of Enagdun, and therefore entreats 
his hohness to provide a remedy. The ground of tJie com- 
plaint was. the archbishop of Tuam's seizing the spiritual Couwniio- 
jurisdiction and tcm^ioralitics, without taking any notice either '^c'.iom^' 
of the king or the cliapter of Enagdun. p.-ii». 

This year la.'d mentioned, the king wrote again to the pope, 
for a confirmation of pope Honorius IV' .a bull, by virtue of 
which the conventual church of Westminster was exempt from 
epiaoopa) jurisdiction, and subjected immediately to the see of 
Rome. This privilege the king desires may bo further con- 
firmed, in regard it was the chapel royal, and the usual place 
for the sulenuiiiics of the coronation. Id. |,. 419. 

About this time the crowns of England and France were not 
upon good terms. C1iarlL>s the Fair, who was lately come to 
the government, sent his envoys to summon king E<Iward to n* tm^-i. 
come and do homage for the dukedom of Aquitaine and the^lJl^]*" 
earidom of Ponthicu. The king sent an embassy to excuse bis ^^^^ 
aheeuce, with which the kinir of France was not satisfied. Tl 
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wtT- Jang, not wiffing to come to a rupture, designed to take 
'****c5S. '^J'*!^ "*'*> France; but the eftrk of Winchester and (flo- 
CWtBT ffrwmritHl him Trom that resolution. At Ia«t the kinir 
was pivnilBd on to resign hia duchy of Guicnne to the princ^ 
of Wfttess wul send him over with tlie queen to pcrforni t^H 
iuaiage. wad give the kinii: ot Frauce aatiftfaction. Tlie queen, 
wIk> tboa^t IieTicli' ill u^ed bv the king and mortally hated br 
the SfMOcers, was gUd of this employment ; for, it seems, tlie 
^ _ tiiiihmii of Uer^ord and Lincoln had persuaded her to pn» 
lOLtr^m. A» v<9^e, and ghre her a scheme to work her revenge. She 
«at attaaded to France by Walter, bishop of Exeter, and 
a. ft. lasSL aercial odwis of the nobihty. 

Whea kiog Edward imdetstood the queen had settled the 
pdbBc V-JM**, be sent her an order to return, not being e*^ 
dw piiaM ahovU continue aoy longer in the French court.j 
BMtii^ h» wm aformed the qoeen countenanced the Engl 

hiiiMinient, and held no reputabla] 
via Boger Mortimer. This nianagemonl 
Uw bishap of Enter so far that he privately 
1^ yif MmI OM* VW imo &gUnd. As for this princossii 
tll» Ifrfirit la Uko ma notiet of tlie king's sunmioua, but, 
fgfifi0^ kM FhoKkts, agreed upon a marriage between the 
m||m«. JWCBWI, and Philt{^«, daa^tar to the earl of Hainaidt. 
XW cMri Ihraiabed her «itli troops to execute her design in 
^^iMd; where she landed at Orwell, in Suffolk, upon the 
tw«ntr«^Ui of September. At her doharkiiij; ahe was joined 
by the o«ri inaralial, the earl of I.trieestcr, and several other 
ban)ns and gentleman. The ttuhops of Lincoln, Herefonl, 
IiuMin, and Kly. came in to her ; the arehbishop of Canterbni7 
likwwiM', lliouKh ho pretended to stand tinu to the king, is said 
to have funiiMlied lief with money. And now, being reinforced | 
In II (M'n»idunililu btrength, she marched from St. Ivlmuudsburv 
timanU lanulnn. The king, being refused as-sistance by the 
Loitdunoi'M, 1*0111X41 to Uloccster, having lirst proclaimed the 
,|UiH>ii'> ndlicivntii traitors, and sot a price ujwn the head of 
Mdrtiiner. Tho quoen, on the other side, put out a doclara- 
liou, prtmiiwifig proti-tlJon to nil persoiw exccptinjf the two 
Vt ^ \'H S|ionpcra. Kolwrt linldmk tin- lord eUancdlor, and those who 
abettiKl Ihiir int*MtJst. 

To propoed : the i|U»Hii, informed of llie king's retiring to 
(ilocoitor. nwivhwl after him. When her army lay At Oxford, 
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the bi^op of Hereford, preaching Iwforc her and the priuce, KDWAtf 
took l)is text out of 2 Kinps iv. 19 ; "■ Dnleo caput," — " My 



II. 



head, my head !" From these words he raiseii a treasonabla ^ff^^ 
doctrine, and endeavoured to porsiiado the audience, ^'^^^^^f^'^^ 
since the head of the government was seized nith an incurable ttnmm. 
distemper, — since proper applications had proved unserviceable, ^^ j^ j^^^ 
— tlio body ought not to be governed any longer by it. One p- -wi. 
thing, amongst others, which did the king great dlaservice and 
occasioned hin ruin, was a false report incUistriniisly spread, 
that the pope bad absolved all the English from their alle- 
giance, and threatened to excommunicate all those that should 
ap{>ear in arms against tho queen. It was likewise given out, 
ttiat the king of France would assist hia sister with a for- 
midable army. U p. siw 

Tho queen's affairs being thus prosperous, the Londonere, 
who had a pique at the bisliop of Exeter, went down in a 
tumultuous manner to his palace, and, not finding him at home, 
plundered the house. The bishop, who was governor of the 
dty for the king, Imd oi-dcrcd the mayor to shut the gates, and 
utand ui>on their defence against the queen's forces. "^^'^ PtJ"^ 
order, it is likoly, was unacceptable to the burghem : but, iCn-uv mur- 
besides this, they had an old quarrel to the bishop : they were ''"^' 
infonned, that, when be was lord treasurer, be liad advised the 
king tti bring a *' quo warranto^' agunst the city, and seize 
their charter; and, though the proceedings were altogether 
legal, and they suffered for nothing but their oht] misbehaviour, 
they wereresolvod to have their revenge. The bishop, though 
forewarned of his danger, being a person of great courage, rode 
down into Cheapside, in hopes to dis})erse the mob; but rebel- 
lion and the old grudge having too much the ascendant, they 
immediatL-ly assaultt^d hini, and cut off his head : his brother 
Sir Richard Stapleton. and several of his attendants, being 
murdered at the same time. This bishop was extracted from^^JJ;,,^ 
» noble family, and was a person of great learning and capacity. ■'i28. 
He was likewise a good minister of state, ver)' remarkable for ,)][^"j*^i, 
bis to^ftlty and courage, and died a mart}T to the constitution. Ang\.f. 134. 
He was a great benefactor to the university of Oxford, founded hpuT^Exml. 
and endowed Kxctcr-coUege, and built Hart-liall. He likewise 
contributed cuuuderably to the Iwapital of St. John's, at 
Exeter. 
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To procwd : the Itinfr, being gcnerally 
Glatnorgaiisbirc, and enileavnurir<l to Yu* conceaded in tbe dUaf 
of Neath. And now, the queen, marching througli the eoonti; 
without oppusition, took Hristol by surrender, and exteattd 
Hugh Spencer, the father, vrithout bringing hira to biatriil; 
and, not long after, the son suffered, in the same arbitnur 
inamicr, at HcrLToi^l, where he was hanged upon a gibbet fif 
feet liigh. Ruliert de llddocU, the lord chaneellur, a ckr 
man, after a great many indigniticH, was put into tbe haa^i 
the bishop of Hereford, who confined him in tho prison of !nf 
diocese, where he continued till the beginning of Fobnary. 
After which time the bishop brought him to his palace 
London ; but tho citizens immediately hauled him out of 
bi.shop''s custody, and carried him to Newgate, whore they 
him in irouH, and treated liiui with that barbarity that he di« 
about three muntlis after. 

Whilo tho queen was at Hereford, the great mon dc 
the prince regent, and took an oath of fidelity to him iindcr 
tlml character. From this step tbey went on to change 
ministry, and constitute new officers of state. And here, 
binhop of Norwich was made lord elm nee! lor, and the bishop 
Winchester lord treasurer. Not long after, the king, beii 
discovered and tolicn, was delivered into the custodj of 
carl of Lancaster, who conveyed him to bis castle at Kc 
worth. 

Tho queen, who had now got over the difficulties of the 
ciit4.'rprisc, countormarched her forces, kept her Christmu at 
Wallingfonl, and canio to London with the prince about the 
sixth of January. The burghera received her with great 
solemnity and signs of welcome, And now there was a pre- 
tended partiami'Dl siuuiuoned, where it was uoanimously 
resolved to depose the king for mal-ad ministration, and ftct 
up his oldest son prince Kdward. This resolution was pub- 
lished in Westminster-hall, where the people seemed generally 
pleased with it. The ai'chbiahop of Canterbury and the rcalfl 
of the prelates were likewise so far dipped in the rebellion, o?™ 
overborne by the torrent, as to consent to the election. And 
that the revolt might want nothing of form or flonri»h, the 
archbishop m&tlu a sort of preaching 
heac words, " Vo: 
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And in his discouTBc;, he Gxhnrted the audicncn tu pray to Qod 
for hU blessing upon the new prince. 

When news was brought to the queen that her son was 
elected and her husband set aside, she seemed wondcrftilly 
surprised, and vioa atraoet disturbed to distraetion ; but whc- 
titer this disorder was teudeniess, conscience, or counterfeiting, 
ia ui>t caay to dutcrmine. The yuung prince, who was about 
fourteen yeare of age, was so affected with his mother's grief, 
that he swore he would never accept the crown against 
bta fatlicra inclination. To remove this rub, the convention 
despatched couunbtaioners to the king, to persuade hiui to 
quit the government. Their proxies upon this occasion were 
the bisliops of Winchester, Herefonl, and Lincoln, two t^aris, 
two abbots, four barons, two knights for every county, and one 
bingen for each city and great ton-n. 

The Inshopa, being likely to be most prevalent with the 
king, were ordered to set foi-ward before the rest, to work his 
temper, and ripen the negotiation. These instructions were 
pursued; and the bishops of Winchester and Lincoln, and the 
eari of tancftster, (or Leicester, as Sir Thomas dc la Moor calls 
him,) waitinjj; privately upon the king, began to persuade him 
to give way to the public measures, and resign the crown to 
his eldest son ; promising him, that the parting with the royal 
cbantcter would be no real disadvantage, nor make him be 
treated with any abatement of regard. They added, that 
the sacrificing his own grandeur to the repose and interest of 
the kingdom, would be looked on as a meritorious compliance 
by Uod Almighty ; and that this was the only ex|)e<lient to 
secure the public peace. On the oUier hand, they gave him to 
understand, that, unless ho gave up tlic crown, the [icople would 
renounce their allegiance, and set aside liis family. 

This mixture of menacing and promise of good usage made 
an impreasinn upon the king, and prevailed trith him to be 
governed by the biuliops' advice. In short, when the committee 
of the oonventjun came up, the kitig owned himself sorry for his 
minmaaagmnent, thanked the lords and commons for making 
choice of his son, and resigned tho government in form. To 
give A colour to tliese jn-occcdings, there were sevei-al articles 
of mal-admiaistration publicly read ; which, in regard they 
ATD said to be drawn up by Stratford, bi>»lKPp of Winchester, 
1 shall just mention ihcin. 
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^*lnU)o firal article they charge htm with iiMnfficieiig lor 
iho nihiiiiiUtrntion ; that he had abaadooed himself to ill oaim- 
M^l, to the dwhonour of his cliaractcr, and the deetroctioD of 
(liurt'h niid State. 

S. " In the second article, he is charged with miqi fd M ighii 
tiiuo in improper divcreioos, and oegiecting the bnsBeaa of Uie 
govorniiiont. 
niD. U. '* Thirdly, that fur want of good management, he Io6t the 
Itin^lont uf Scotland ; and other terriioriefl and duminiona, in 
<]am*nnv and Ireland. 

*. " Tluit hy his pride and arbitrary humour he bad dfr 
MlntyiHl lioly Cluireli, dibtrcsecd several elcrgjmen by impriaon- 
im>nl, and other instances of hard usage; and that he lud 
iiM|trlMiitod. Iwiiiithod, and executed acveral great mea of ihc 

fl. " That ho had broken his coronatiou oath, and took ao 
carp to do juKlieo to hia mibjects. 

(1. " Thkl ho had, u much as in him lay^ endeavoured to 
mill tlin kingtloiHt that be wbb altogether incorrigible, and that 
nil (h(W) Ihtitga were ao notorious that they could not be 
tU'iiiiHi." 

The iweptre being thus wrested out of the king^s hands, hit 
nun print-'o l'M\^artl was j)roclain)eil, and crooned at West-j 
Am. ntiiDttvr, by llie An-ltbiAhop of Canterbury, in the be^nning' 
!:% Fubruary. 

t • ftim A UiKl iJiiH time, Uio burghers of St. Edmundsburycoi 

'' a riol a^iiiiNt (be abUU, and coming down in a body in thi 

»M.u»'y djiy tlhtUt bi"(>lto o|ien the gaUv of the monaster}-, maltreated 

the numk>, M>ifc.<d their evidences and cliarters, carried oflT tlieir 

Ji>»t>ln and eltureh l\irniturc, and were so hardy as to keep them 

Ibhl. till ihit abbot and convent were forced to grant them their own 

loniim 

litis yoar, the Scota breaking Ihc truce, made an irruption 
into Kn^lund, aiid eMinuiitteil hostilities as iar as the biMhoiiHc 
itf Purl\am. The young king marched down against them, 
with an nriuy mucli superior tu Uieirs. Hut there happen- 
iii I Mol bi<twi<en the Knglieh and the Hainaultcrs, their 

IM<(. Hi> > , and tJu) king's measuree being betruyed to tlie 

oiKmiy. the expodition was baffled, and the Scots recevercd 
tlK*ir enduti-y without loss. 
The KiigliHli, before llieir marching ofT, bad mirruunded 
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Scotch army, and besiciifed them, as it were, in their CAiup at EDn'Aft 
StAuliuiH,' Park, And here, the king was near being surprised; v — ^ 
for Janiea Duuglas, witli some few utlier Scottish oflicera, found 
I an opportunity in the night to get undiscovered to the king*8 
tent. But tlie king^H chaplain bt^ing awake, drew his sword, 
defended his prince, made the attempt miscarry, and had the 
honour to lose his life in that sen'ice. As for Douglas, he was ^-bIwiip- 
glad to retire, and make liis way back, which was done not '•!"" '*?!«' 
without dimculty. ttri*, p. d09. 

There hcing a design, as it was thought, to enlarge and re- 
storo the old king, ho was taken out of the custody of the earl 
of Lancaster, and removed to Berkley Castle; and here his 
queen lsal>el, the bishop of Hereford, and some others of the 
priucipal conspirators, not thinking themselves safe while the 
king was living, aont reprimanding letters to his keepers, 
blaming them for guarding him too negligently, and letting 
him live at such a rate of figure and expense. It was like- TkebiAvp 
wise pretty broadly hinted, that the making him away youXH/nr^/tleidxi 
be no unacceptable service : to tliis villany, thoy were the more ^'''"'■ 
encouraged by a remarkable sentence in the bishop of Here- 
ford's letter, ^^ Edvarduvi occidere noiite timers Itonum ett.^ This 
|>eriod, written with the ambiguity of an oracle, and inspired 
by the Delphian spirit, might, according to the different poiot- 
iogs, be construed as a warrant to assassinate the king, or as 
ft dJBanasJA'e from su barbarous a practice, (iumey and Mal- 
travers, two gentlemen who hiid the king in custody, inter- 
preting the bishop's letter to the worst and more natural sense, 
murdered the king in a most execrable manner, running a hot 74, ^^ j^ 
spit up hb body, to prevent su^icions of violence. These ""'"'<''^- 
■anaiwiinrr being afterwards questioned for the murder, pleaded 
the order of quoen Isabel and the bishop of Hereford. The 
bbhop owned the letter, but pretended lus meaning was hor- 
ribly mistaken. And to give a better colour of innocence, the 
queen and the bishop got these men outlawed and txinished. 
Gnmcy was afterwards seized at Marseilles, put aboard an 
Eln^iah vessel, and beheaded at sea for fear of discovering 
thoee great men tliat set him at work. And as for Maltraverti, 
lie put himself under discipline and penance, and lay concealctl j)^, i„ ^^^ 
in Germany a long time. (*■ '^ wa. 
Thus the unfortunate king Edward U. ended hia life, in the 
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thivc-ftDd*fvftiotb je&r of his age, having reined niacieei 
yean and udd ruoDths. Oriel College, in Oxford, wtm KiiaAnl 
hy this prince. 

This year, king Robert Bruce died, and was sneoeedBd hf 
\m aoa Darid, a prince about eight rears old. The msrn^ 
brtwecn king Edward III. and Philippa, dangfater of the ari 
of HaiimulL, was solemoized this year. 

At the paifiaaieol fadd at Nortbampton, there was a da- 
hotkourmble peoos made with tbo Scots. At this treaty, ntui* 
■g«d t^ the diKofekm of the qae«Q-mothcr and Boger Jlocli- 
mer, kin^ I>av)d was ci:)ntract^ to Joan, king EdvrardV slats', 
both uf tlKtu being children : king Edward wan Ukemae m- 
vailinl with to release h» claim of sovereignty to the Idngdoai 
of Sooiknd, to nsstorc Lbe Scots se\-enii instniments of their 
former hnmags, together with the famous record called B^ 
man's roll. This partiainent, thongh placed by Walain^baai 
Ui the ytiar 1327. was held the next year, as appe«re hj the 
Tower reoords. 

Tuwarda tho latter end of this year, Jamea Berkley wis 
elected bislnip of Kxcter. and conseentted by the srohbiabop 
of OantorbuF)', upon ihi* ijUL't^ii-wuther^H order. The pope, who 
had nwoTved this see to his own disposal, was highly diapleaaed 
witJi tho orchbishup fur his coinpUance. Hf wrote htm a 
luttiT inmicdiRtoly ui>un this occa:>ion, in which Reynolds was 
troatod with such cunteaipt, reproached, ainl Uireateocd with 
no uiiiolt tiniirc and authority, that he sunk under the repri- 
iitiiiiJ, oiiil ilit'il soon ailcr, having sat almost fourteen yeaza. 
This pn<lAti\ lluiuuh no great scholar, yvaa valued for ths 
uUigiiigiwsB of hiH bolmviour, and Iiis ox|K:ricncc in busioeas: 
aitd if tho tinws liad been undisturbed, he might have left a 
(klr ohiniotw Iwhind him. But when he was put to the test, 
liU Irriwiilutiun was soou discovered. He seems to have had 
Hit iuulinBlion for hoiwsty and honour, but wanted courage to 
niaiiiUvin U'w cuUKcience. Thi-s weakness (Hghtvned him out of 
litR lit^all^, and dragged litui througti all the lengths of the 
iwvuluUiHi. Thus virtQc without fortitude is utterly impracli- 
i'nIiIi*, fiml il iM irnjioMtiblo fur a coward to be an huneiit num. 

I'urtiiu lhi< vuoiincy of the sec of Canterbury, thn jurisdiction 
iliiviilvi^il iipMii lliL> prior Olid convent, who put it into tlie bands 
iif <h<HfTVi<y L'Uuu, a inuak of tlieir house. This dis|X>siuoit was 
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at firvt contested l^ the bUhop <»f 

agreement between the convent and the bii)hu[>B of the province, 
the monke of Clirist's Church were to pitch upon two persons, 
and present them to the bishop of London, as dean of the pro- 
vince of Canterbury. One of these two beiui; chosen by the Tk^^n*- 
bishop, the convent was obhged to make him their deputy : rawtvM/ </ 
however, as it happened, Stephen, hbthop of liondon, approved fj^,/ 
Eton above-mentioned. The jurisdiction of the convent, upon '^'"'''^' '*• 
a vacancy, had been neglected for some time, but now the prior lUt we nr 
and this Eton, being active and knowing men, they retrieved it "'"' ""^' 
lu the height of Uieir foruicr pretensions. To mention the 
branched of their authority ; the person commissioned by them 
made inquiry into the sufficiency of clerks admitted to l)enc- 
ficea, examining the rights of patronage, confirmed elections, 
glutted letters of administration, received appeals, took care 
about the registering of wills, twik an account of executors and 
administraton>, and e8|)eeially of those who were executors and 
ndministratore tti bishops. Further, the person thus commia- 
aoned by the prior and convent, undertook to visit, received 
procurations, held s}'nods, and summoned the clergy to parlia- 
ment upon the king^s writ ; exercised the discipline of the 
tlinrch ^lunst contumacy ; collnted to the benefices belonging 
to vacant sees ; demanded copes for the quire, and other por- 
qtuaitcs, and instances of homage fi-om the biaho[)S of the 
proTiDce. In short, he appointed guardians of the spiritualities 
in vacant sees, aud exercised every part of archiepiftcopal 
jurisdiction, excepting the consecration of bishops : for want ^„riouii 
of qualification in this particular, he sent his mandate to the '*"'" '" 
bishop of London to perform that office. Aud when the c'L'^lio- 
flolcmnity tt-as over, the new bishops received then* iiistnimentfi jj^i^!^' 
of consecration under the seal of the convent. p- *^ 

All this jurisdiction, the prior and convent of Christ's Church T*" "*^ 
exerctscd upon a vacancy. But great part of this was no more amttmicm 
than privilege " de facto." For to allow monks and priests a ^J^H^^^ 
power of visitation, a superiority over the suffragans of the'*«**»^*- 
province, and other functions of a metropolitan, is a groat en- 
croachment upon the episcopal order, and unprecedented in 
the primitive Church. These lavish and indefensible favours 
were grants from the coiui, of llomo : it Ix'ing the common 
of the popes in latter ages, to misplace the jurisdiction 




conncil. By this B\Tiod» Good Friday was made a 
lay, and all soi-vilc work forbidden : but then this consti- 
K had a clause of indulgence for the poor, who were allowed 
low their bwuness in the country. The Conception of the 
id Virgin was likewise made a festival, and in this^ the 
1 seenis to have gone upon the precedent of archbishop 
ilm. All monks, canons regular, anchorets and hennits, 
ffohibited taking confessions ; and to conclude with the 
i:jI, a canon, at a synod in Oxford, which admitted appeals 

tr a definitive sentence, is revoked as an unjust consti- 
liefore the bislioifS broke up, tliey cxconmiunieated all 
I wno were concerned in the murder of Stapleton, bishop 
tetor. 
MJUl this time, Peter de Corbario, a minorite, set up against 

XXII., assumed the |>apal title by the assistauce of 
a, duke of ]{avaria, was received at Rome, and had a party 
e conclave to support liim. And now the two competitors 
lercd out their excommunications against each other: but 
the progress of the contest, the pope at Avignon having 
Tvaler interr«^, the other u'as forced to submit, renounce 
bhn, and retire with disgrace to his monastery, 
le encroachments of the court of Rome, with reference to 
siona, were now grown to » scandalous excess : for almost 
every vacancy the pope pretended to fill the see upon tho 

of these reservations. Thus the riglit of eloctions was 
lome, and bislioprics sometimes bestowed upon ignorant 
umjualified persons. Thu former popes managed tlita 
K with some temper, and were injurious, as one ntay say, 
Q a rule. But, at last, that court grew altogether arbi- 
and aljsolutc, and overruled ever)* thing as they thought 
D that had they not received a check fi-om the state, they 
] perfectly have mastered the English hierarchy, and had 

E'loprics at their dieixisal : how they were stopped in 
of ambition shall be aftcrwarda related, 
ffo years forward, Petrus Corbariensis, chorepiseoptis, 
ffiagan to Stuplten, binhop of London, dej>arted this life : 
■ of the order of St. Francis, and a person of a most 
Rptiooable life. Fie supplied the place of several bishops 
B pronocc : for tho purpose, be consecrated churches, gave 
and performed all other functions of the episcopal 
kl mention this to show the character of a ehorcpiscopus 
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vraB full and entire ; and to justify the giviog UodgkioA, sufln- 
gan of llcilford, a share in tlio consecratioa of archbidbfifi 
Parker. 

The next year, archbishop Mephara held another prorindil 
council at Magficld. The constitution relating to holrdays ii 
penned in the form of a letter from the archbishop to Hobfrt, 
bishop of Salisbury. And hero, the archbishop complains, that 
the infltitution of holydays, wltich were particularly designed fur 
the honour of God, were perverted to foreign and profane usca, 
made a convenience for trade and circumvention, and abased to 
luxur)- and licentiousness. That instead of fasting upon tiie 
vigils, frequenting the church, and keeping the festivals vritfc 
sobriety and devotion, they ran out to all the excesses of ric 
as if tbeiie days had given them a di»pensation from coD&cieDC 
and regtdarity. To prevent these almses, and bring up pi 
tico to dutv and institution, the archbishop, with the advice 
his suffntgana, appnint.s a rubric of the principal holydsj 
together with the manner how they ought to be obRerred* 

In the first place, the solemnity for Sunday is appointed 
begin upon Saturday in the evening, and not before, to prcvf 
the luisconstruction of keeping a judaical Sabbath. The same 
rule is given for other holydays which have their vigils. ThisH 
general order being premised, a catalogue of the chief fostinll^l 
foUou's, according as they come up in the c^endar, viz. the 
nativity of our Saviour, (for then the year began,) St. Ste-H 
phenX St. John's, Innocents, St. Thomas of Canterbury, thd^ 
Circumcision, Epiphany, the Purification of the blessed Virgin, 
St. Matthiaa, the Annunciation of the blessed Virgin, Easter 
with the three following daj's, St. Mark the Evangelist^ St. 
Philip and St. James, the invention of the holy Cross, our 
Lord's ascension, Whitisuntidc with the three following days, 
St. Jolm iJaptist, St. Peter and St. Paul, the Translation of 
St. Thomas of Canterbury, (that is the pompous removal of his 
corpse from the place where it was first buried,) St. Mary 
Magdalen, St. James tiie Apostle, the Assumption of tlie 
blessed Virgin, St. Laxvrence, St. Bartholomew, the Nativity 
of tlie blessed Virgin, tlic Exaltation of holy tVoss, St. Mat- 
thew the Apostle, St. Michael, St. Luke the Evangelist, the 
niwetJes St. Simon and St. Jude, All Saints, St. Andrew, St. 
Nicholas, tlie Conception of the blessed Virgin, St. Tlioams the 
Apostle. To which are ailded the anniversaries of the conae- 
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cralinn of churches, and of the saints to whose memon* they edward 

are dedicated. Upon the^e festivals the people are enjoined v L'L • 

to forbear working ; to come to church, to be present at all 
tlic party of divine service, and joining the public devotions for 
tiic bene&t of the quick and dead ; and, in sliort, to spend the 
time in such a religions manner, that both tbeniselvea and 
others inay be qualified fur the mediation of thoue aaints, in •'>32. 
honour of whom the fetfUvak are kept. As for other inferior 
bolydays, tlie people arc not forbidden to follow their employ- 
ments, unless otherwise enjoined by their re9i>ective ordinaries. 
And here, St. fleorge's day was ranged under tJie privilege of 
the greater holydaySf to which we may add tliat of St. Augus- 
tine the monk, which was observed in the Saxon times. The 
iramber of the great holydays was afterwards increased, as g , f-.^^ 
appeara by the constitutions of archbishop Cliieheley, where ai^j<^ 2. 
the festivals of St. David, St. Chadde, and St. Winifred, are&ii>i. r^ 
added to the rest : the first of whieli was kept ujwn the firet w^ajlb's. 
of March ; the 6(;cond upon the second of that month, and the t>^ ^- «!« 
last upon the third of iSoveniber. [.. loa. 

Sofm after this provincial council, archbishop Mepham began riu^ dm/i «/ 
anetropolitical visitation. He made liis progress through the ",'^Sj^ 
dioeetM of Hocliester, Chichester, Sali»hury, and Ilath and 
Welk, wnootlily enough, but (jrandison, bishop of Exeter, who 
had lately made application to the pope to deLiy the archbishop'^s 
VButation — this Cirandipon, I say, appeared on the frontiers with 
a body of men, and refused to admit him into the diocese : and 
had tlie archbishop been left to his liberty, it is possible the 
controvert miglit liave been ended in a manner somewhat 
foreign to his character : but being recalled by the king, he a. d. 133.1. 
was forced to drop the contest, and make a dishonourable 
retreat. Not long after this disappointment, he fell into a 
fever, and died at Magfield upon the twelfth of October, having 
Bat five years and six months. 

This year, Lewis ]leaumoiit, bishop of Durham, departed 
this life. He was extracted, as has been observed, from tlie 
boow of France : and though he was a prelate of no great 
learning, was very Beniceable to the interest of the see, and 
recovered several manors aud privileges of which his prede- 
cessor Beak had been disseised : for instance, he commenced a 
niit against tlic king for tlie forfeitures of treason within tlie 
Unbopric. In this dispute, the verdict went fur him, and the 
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ju<1k>« fkvkred as their reeolution, " quod eptocoptia Bunrl* 
meoaiB debet babeiv forts faoturas guerrannn intra Ubectstes 
flieai nx extra.'" 

When the king was iDformed of the death of arafafaidbop 
Mephftm, he rocommcnded John Stratford to the pope forte 
iHHifinwnii This Stmtford nos then bishop of Wm chcalg , 
lord chancellor, and much in the king''B favour. The po|N>, 
who di«ign«d to dispoBe of the bishopric of \>'uicbpster, cooi- 
pKed with the long's motion. The convent of Christ "c^ Church. 
pwnivil^ the pope and the king rceolved u])on the same peraon, 
nttde ft Tirtue of neceoNty, and chose Stratford for their arcti- 
biftbop. The pope, uiK>n this promotion, translnted Adam Orltim 
fn.»in WorrcstiT to Winchester, at the instance of tlie king of 
France. Hut the king of England being di&<ati>ified nith tiuB 
biabop'^ conduct, had a caveat entered gainst him in the court 
of Home, where ho was charged upon the following articloft- 

First ; that he ordennl Ilobert Balilock, a cJerk, and 
ehatiLt>l)or, to be seized and imprisoned io November, 11 
StH\uidIv, tluit in the same month, he called king Edward 
n tyrant in his [**rmuu at Oxford, and endeavoured to |>erst 
bia aubjt*cts to imprison and depoac him. And lastly 
by Uko Mill bi-ihop*9 advicOt queen Isabel left the king her hi»^ 
band. The bi»ltop, in his defence, alleged tliat the deposing of 
king Kdwanl waa an act of the kingdom, and that he did no 
men* than ciwcur with the pulilie resolutions. The trst of his 
jUHtilii-ation was nuuHig\.Nl much after the same shuffling and 
evanire manner. .\nd beside all tliese misdemeanours, be 
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mimlWiaveil himself in his late embassy to France, where 
Iwd, in M^nu' measure. l)etrayed his master's business, and dis- 
covervd hiuui'lf tu the French king^s interest. However, he 
nns m miceewiful a» Uy l>afl1e the prosecution, and recover th^^ 

laril^ftM. kingV Aivour. ^H 

The Scots, who had been condiitlerahly defeate^l since th^ , 
king^ teiga, entered into an alliance with France, who pro- 

4 H isu. miMd them to make war upon the Knglish ; king Edward, 

btlng hiftmned of this conjunction, sent the bishop of Lincoln, ^ 
At the head of a splmdid endia.ssy, into France. His inaimc- , 
tiom were, tn rase hu found tliat court unmanageable, to go to 
I.i'wit of llii\aria. tlie emjKTor. The hisliop. finding the king i 
of Frnnee under a disinclination to treat fairly with king Ed- 
«nnl, finitilied a eonfwlerncy with tho emperor and the princes 
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of Germany. Tlie king recoiWnflr nn account of this negotiation, 
consulted archbishop Strattonl ahout the proseuutiuu uf the 
war agaiust France. The arclibiahop suggpsted, as it is said, 
that aince king Philip had tumc<1 aggressor, renounced the 
fiiendBhip of England without provocation, and refused to treat 
upon reasonable terms, he thought it most advisable for his 
highncea to set up a title to the crown of France. That this 
pretenuon was aupporlud by indisputable pedigree and hnredi- 
tan- right, IsalM>l, king Edward's mother, being sister, and sole 
heiress to Charles, the late king of France. Whereas Philip 
de V'aloiSf now in possession of that kingdom, was the son of 
king Cliarlcs's uncle, and by consequence, stood collatei-ally 
upon tlie n>ya] line. That the insisting upon this claim would 
be well relished by his subjects, who would not fail to assist him 
upon such an occasion. That when he had levied a consider- 
able force, and pitched upon good generals, his next step would 
be to send an embassy into France, to demand the cn>wn. and 
deelare war in case of refusal. And U[H)n this, to transport 
his forces, and attack Philip dc Valnis without delay. That 
provided these measures were taken ami executed, the arch- 
bifihop offered to charge himself with the administration in the 
king^s absence, and tliat neither money nor any necessary pro- 
viaioDS for war should be wanting. 

This advice was verj' acceptable to this enterprising young 
prince. In short, an embassy was immeiliateJy sent into 
France, and war proclaimed. The pope, foreseeing the dis- 
pote would prove \cry blondy, sent two cardinals to the courts 
of England and France lo dispose those princes to an accom- 
modation. But the negotiation had no cRect ; however, they 
took care to enrich themse-Iv<^, and levied a great sum upon 
the clergy of Ixith nations, taking no less than twelve jn-uce in 
the pound by way of procurations. 

AlKnit this time, the king takes notice, in his letters patent, 
that bis pren>gative was overlooked by ihccbajAer of Norwich: 
that thia convent had eloctc<l a monk for their bishop without 
ft{ip1ying for leave to the crown, and that the elect was going 
to the po[>e for confirmation without taking any notice of the 
prerogative royal. I n these letters {latcnt the king sets forth 
thai the ciiapters were bound to move for the king's leave to 
proceed to an election of a bishop ; and that this branch of 
the prerogfttive was founded partly upon the grants of the 
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KTKAT- apofitolic 8CO, and partly upon itnmomorial custom. An^ 
Abf> cmii. thu9 we see, the Itiuf; derives {tart of the regale from the ooo- 
ConMftir^ ccesions of the sec of Itome. 

6tw«.ijur»». The expedition for a descent upon France beine now K»ir. 
Ac. tMn. 4. ,, , . ' , ,. . . . , . r . 

p. 71 «■ the king sunuuoned a fiarliament, in which the clergy gtanted 

hiui a lenth for three years. And nnw, beinir furnished vHb 

a Kuflicicnt .supply, hiH highness embarked with his fttrces for 

FlandoTS, leaving tlie goTernment of England whcUy in the 

archbishop's hands. 

TVWiy This year the king wrote a remonstrating letter to pope 

^^^ Benedict XI. concerning the late election to the see of 

25rtv'*' ^^■'*^^'- Hit* highne*M acta forth, "that his progonitorg havi 

NunncK endowed the cathedrals, liad foi-nierly nominated to tbeni 

a vacancy by virtue of their prerogative. That afterwards, at 

tho petition of the cicrg)', and out of regard to the tbeo pope. 

the king uf England granted tlie chapters the liberty of efaott- 

ing their bisho|», with this proviso, that upin the dootb or 

translation of any bishop, tlic chapter should bo obliged to 

certify tlic king, and desire his leave to proceed to a new 

choice ; and tliat after the election was over, they were to 

present the elect to Uio king for his approbation : that before 

this was done, the new bishop was not to enter upon any part 

of his function. That when the temporalities were nstorad, 

he was to take an oath of allegiance to answer the tenon!. 

That though the dutie»4, settled by this form, were a g r e ed to, 

nnd confirmed by pope Innocent III., yet, npon the late 

vacancy of the see of Norwich, Anthony Beak being dectod 

by the prior and convent, and presented to hia higlmees for 

Ills consent, he being infonued that there was some disputable 

circumstances with reference both to the pruceedingD and the 

person, which required a further examination, he waived the 

giving his consent, and ae-signed the elect a short day for 

answer : notwitlistanding this appointment, the elect, witbo 

expecting the term, or Wfutiog the king*s pleasure, went tO'j 

ReLKm*-. Rome without leave, to fortify his title. This the king 

Edmrd III. ptaliLs itf as au alfrout to his highness, and vety prejudicial in 

Anil, awr, jjg prerogative, and desires his holiness not to give tlie least 

(•■ *!*■ countenaiK'e to such illegal ajiplications." 

Notwitlistanding this expot^tulation, it does not ap|H>ar Um 

king had any satisfaction ; for the pope settled Beak in the 

biahnpric, where he continued till his death. 
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The next year, William Sinclarc, bishop of Piinkeld, de- El>i 

parted this life. He was extracted from the family of Hoslint ^ .J * 

and uocle to William, Lord Bisset. King Hubert Bruce liad "^J^ "^ 

n great regard for this Sinclaiv, and useil to call liim Iuh uwu ^**T?f 

Liahop. To give the bishop hia dne, he had done the crown 

of Scotland great service. For when this king Robert went //» maiutrs 

into Ireland to reinforce his brother Edward, the English took "^"^ 

advantage of bJs absence, and attacked the kingdum with two 

armios, one by land and another by sea. The forces that 

were embarked landed in Fife, near Aiiehtcrtailc, where the 

bishop resided. The aheriff of the county i-aiscd tltc militia 

with a deatgti to stop their march, and jirevent their depreda- 

tiuna : but upon tho sipht of their numbers, grew dispirited, 

and retired. Tho hiithnp being informed the militia had 

quitted the 6eld to the enemy, armed his senants and retinue, 

and throwing himself in the sheriffB way, reprimanded him 

sharply for his couanUce. Upon thi^ he snatched up a pike, 

and called aloud to the troopB, " You that love the honour of 

Scotland, follow me." This resolutinn of the bishop put new 

vigour into the Scots, made them rally upon the English, and 

drive them back to their fleet. And in this dispute tlie English 

lost above five Imndred men. The honour of the victory was ^iiouiraod'* 

wholly attributed to the bishop's bravery; and the merit of I|"„*;:,lfjj* 

this action was lliat wliich rccouimended him eo much to the ?='*,''li"*> 

king s e&tcem. p. »o. 

This year, Stephen de Graveaend, bishop of London, died. x.u. 13M. 
HeWBS consecrated by archbishop Ilcynohls, in January, 1319. i,jj^^^ 
This prelate was very firm to king Edward 11., appeared boldly ^'^t^'f- 
against the deposing ordinance, and refused to swear allegiance 
to Uie young king. He was very nmch insult*;d and harassed -534. 
for his loyalty. Two years after the murder of the late kiaa Wbnnond.! 

,, , ,^,^ *' ... . .^ Kpitc. Lon- 

bdwani, there waM a report he was livmg, and kept m prison, liinem. 
Edmund, earl of Kent, William, archbishop of York, and this 
falcphen, bishop of I^ondon, were charged witli a design to 
enUrge the late king, and restore hira. The earl of Kent was Cotton** 
bduoded upon tliia impeachment. The same matter was nicot of th« 
pvoved, or pretende<l to be so, upon the bishops, but their im- ^['""1^ 
peachmcnt was discharged by act of parliament. p. 7. 

About this time, for the better securitv of the revenues of ^ wwy^ 
the Church, there was a survey taken of all tlic glebe land, /^, 
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engrosBcd in parchment, and returned into the exchequer, 
where it still reittaius, and is a very useful record for clergy- 
men and iniprnpriators. Howcvorj as Mr. Fuller was infocnicd. 
by a clerk in that oBice, though some of the dioceses in thia] 
terrier were carefully donet and continue legible ; yet othen^ , 
bcin^i^ not engrossed with good materials, are hardly to baj 
read ; the ink not lasting alike in all parts of the record. 

Near this time, iiobert Eglesfeild, bachelor in diTiiuty* aoctj 
chaplain to queen Philippa, founded and endowed Queen^il 
College, in Oxford. 

To prcMWed : king Edward, after an interview with the 
emperor at Cologne, where the confederacy was renewed, 
rctm'ned to Antwerp, and marched his army into Fnuiee, 
quartered the fleur-de-lis, and put that kingdom auiuug tlic 
re»t of his titles : and when the ]>ope wrote to him to deaiat, 
he justified his claim by descent, and proximity of blond. 
Though, by the way, king Edward did not claim the croun 
of France under his mother. He allowed the custom uf 
France so far as to exclude a daughter ; but then he inaistad 
that the son of a daughter, not lying under the disadvantage 
of the female sex, ought not to be set aside, but preferred to 
others of the collateral line. However, the Frencli, pretending 
to be governed by the strictness of the Salic law, opposed his 
title, and Ktood timi to I'hilip. And thus, having a potent 
nation to encounter, the war proved very expenMvo, insomuch, 
that in two or tlittH; years' time tlm exchequer was t|uito ex- 
liausled. The expedition being in danger of receiving a check, 
the king put archbishop Stratford in mind of tiis promise. 
The archbishop seemed surprised so much treasure sliould 
have been spent in »u short a time, put the king in mind tliat 
his nccosaitjes proceeded from the prodigality of some of his 
courtiers, and that things had not been under a serviceable 
management. 

Notwithstanding the king received no supply from the arch- 
bishop, tlie operations of the eani{)aign were carried on with 
vigour, till the French king, being apprehcmdve the issue might 
prove fatal, prevailed with the pope to use his interest with 
the king and the archbishop to put a stop to the war. an( 
n'fw the controversy. 

The archbishop, notwithstanding he is said to have advised 
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expedition, finding; the taxes excessive, and tho war sit hea^-y 
upon the subject, and being somewhat overawed by the |)Opc's 
inteqKtdng, changed his opinion, as it is said, and moved for a 
peace. For this incanstancy he was nuich l>IanKHl by tho king 
aud the nobility : and it was generally charged upon him. that 
by this disapfKtintment. the king would be obliged to renounce 
his right to the crown of France, and forced to a dishonour- 
able treaty : and thus the archbishop lay under a general 
odium. How far this represcntjition may be credited, shall 
be examined afterwanls. 

This year, William de Melton, archbishop of York, departed 
this life. He was consecrated at Avington in the year 1317. 
He Quuiaged the diocese to a great degree of commendation, 
and was remarkably regular in his private life. He was a 
great example of discipline and devotion. His cliarity and 
hospitality were answerable tJi the rest of his good qualities. 
He was hkewise a good-natured landlord to his tenants, but 
took care not to injure the rights of his Church. Ho sat about 
tlire^ and- twenty yt-ars, and had discharged the offices of lord 
chancellor aud treawurcr. 

About this time, there was a statute made in behalf of the 
clergy at a {larliament held at Westminster. TIic first eliap- 
ter relates to purveyance, which, »nce now taken away by act 
of parliament, T shall pass it over, and proceed to the second, 
in which the king bam hiniBelf from presenting to churches in 
anothcrV right, excepting within three years after tho avoid- 
ance. Rut this concession being afterwards mentioned in 
another statute of this reign, 1 shall say no more of it here. 

The third chapter runs thus : — 
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CHAPl-Kl III. 



" We will and 
henceforth we 



grant, for ua and for oar heirs, that from Ttmpaniti- 
nor our heirs shall not take, nor cause to he ^nrt »o?** 



taken, into our hands the lomporalities of archbishops, bishops, »^'«*'"'''^- 



abbotA, priors, or other ptK>ple of holy Church, of wliat estate »• 
or condition tlicy be, without a Inie nn(l just cause, according 
to the law of the laud, find judgment thereupon given." 



oof ^uihI 




Sl'HAT- 

Abfi. I'aiit. " Item. Becaufle that in the pctitiiia uf the prdfttcs tad 
H^tht clerg)\ it is contained, that eaehpators, aixl uther keepers ia 
u/7^!!'^' till- time of vacation of archliishopricft, bifOioprics, and other 
f*^'^"'^|irelacios, have done great waste ami destruction in tlie same 
atacatiMt.' in time [lasl : we will and grant, for us and for our hein^ tlut 
oSn. g^^ gji times from henceforth, when such voidanccs shall tiap|K?Q, 
that our csclieators and the escheatora of our heirs, which fur 
the time shall be, sliall enter and cause to be well kept the 
said voidanccs, without doing waste or destruction in the 
manors, warrens, jwirks, ponds, or woods. And that thev sull 
no undcTMuud, nor hunt in the |>arks or warrens ; nor fish in 
ponds nor free fishings, nor shall rack nor take fines of tlie 
tenants, free nor bond : but sliall keep and save as much as 
pertajnetli to the said voidanccs, without doing hami or any 
manner of oppression. And if the dean and chapter of 
cliurchea cathedral, priors, sub-priors, &c. whose Toidance 
pertaineth to us and our heirs, will render to us and our hein 
the value of the said vuidance, as others will reasonably j'ield, 
tlicn the chancellor and treasurer shall have powi-r to let the 
said donn and chapter, prior, &c. the said voidftnccs by good 
and suflicient surety, so that they sliall luivc the same before 
I all other, yielding to us the value of them, according as 
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majf 
(Vmi into 
frtnn 



shall 1)c found by reuienibranccs of the exchequer, or by in- M 
quest to be taken upon the same, if need be, without making B 
fine. And ui case they will not accord to yield to the value, 
nor find such surety, then the cliancellor and treasurer shall 



Mttnvr 

Voer *^^^^ ^'^ ^ ordiuned the good presentation of such vuidancos, ' 
by escheators, or other sufficient keepers, to answer the ldn;g| 
of that pertjiiuelh to him reasonably, without doin^; w.iste ori 
destruction, or other thing which may turn in didwrison 
tlie churches whereof such voidances shall liappen." 

CHAPTKB V. 

WiniA»u trt " It*"*- Wholly to show the afi^tion and good-will which 

t»fitrmik> we have, tliat that pertaineth to God and holy Church be 

^fo>i^;MA> safely kept, witliout waste or destruction, or impeachineut 

2^**V' to be made thereof by us or our ministere, we will, and by 

these present letters do grant, full power to our said chancellor 

and treasury, — which, taking to them utiierof ourconncib such 

as to them shall seem best to bo taken, by good information of ■ 
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remembrances of (he exchequer, and ttther inronnations sa to Edwari 

them shall seem best, — shall let the vacations of arcii bishoprics, ^l 

btshoprics, abbacies, &c., whose voidanccs pertaioeth to ub^ to 
the dean and cliapler, prior, &c., tu yield a certain of every 
TQidancc by the year, quarter, or month, during the vacations, 
according as to them sliall seem best, without making any fine. 
So that no eschcator nor other minister in the time of vaca- 
tions, shall have cause to enter or meddle to do any thing 
which fihaU be in prejudice of the churclies whereof such 
voidanccs sliall happen. Saving to us and to our heirs the 
knighta* fees, wlvowaons of churches, escheats, wards, inar- 
riageSf rehefs, and services of the said fees.*^ 

This act, we see, waa very beneficial to the Church, secured TSt'tiM^ 
the bi8hop''s temporalities from ravage, and put them into safe^t^'f"^^ 
bands io the intcnals of a vacancy. But as for the archbishop IjJ^^'*" 
of Oftnterbury, his afiairs grew more embroiled : for Uurwaah, 
bisho[> of Lincoln, and Sir Geoffrey Scroop, one of the king^s 
justices, having an old grudge agiiinst Stratford, seized the 
opportunity and puslied their advantage ; for, finding the king 
dispOBcd to believe ill of the archbishop, they charge him with 
a oorreBpoodence with Philip of Fnutce, and mount his mis- 
behaviour to high treason. The king, giving credit to this ff* u 
information, ordered the archbishop, the bishop of Chichester, hiji^lnamm. 
lord cliancellor, and the bishop of Coventry, lord treasurer, to 
be taken into custody, and brought to an account of their 
mamgotnent during the king's absence. The uexl morning 
after this was reaolvtHl in council, the messengers came to 
Lambeth to seize the archbishop ; but not finding him there, 
they came back to I^ndon, and apprehending the bishops of 
Coventry and Chichester, with some others in their warrant, 
carried them to the Tower. The archbishop, having notice 
how nuitters went, made haste to Canterbury, and was imme- 
diately followed by Sir Nicholas Cantalupe, who was sent 
to him with a message from the king. Sir Nicholas, who took 
a public notary along with him, to make evidence of what 
paned, required the arclibinhop, in the king's name, to perfonn 
his promise made at the entering upon the French war ; and 
that, since he had engaged himself, under securities to tlio 
Flemish merchant^}, to repay such sums of money as the king 
BbotUil take up fur the service of the war. he would satisfy the 
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HTRAT- debt; nud tliat now, in regard the tiino was expired and the 
Atar^nV k'"g was called upon for payment, he would eillior rumiali the 

. ' '' — ' gum, or else go into Flanders and deliver himself to the creiii- 

l tore till the debt was discharged. The arclibiahop deaini 

i^K time to give in hia answer to these demands ; and now, per- 

^9 ociving the tide ran high against him, and tliat they struck ai 

i -^^j, hia life and fortune, he endeavoured to retrieve his interest with 
> • the king. To tliis purpose, he wrote to liim to guard against! 

ill advice, and not give car to those who made it their interest 
to inform against others ; that such ilI-di»poaed persona m^it 
ruin his hot niioislers, and prove unserviceable to the puhKo 
repose. These topics of firecdora being mistimed and car- 
ried too far, the king was by no means satisfied with tbo; 
In stinifcrti. application. 
I The arclibishop, finding himself unsuccessful this w-ay, b^^ 

Hfe to commend his administration, and set forth his service to the 

^^B king and kingdom. And, to do himself justice to the more 

^IP advantage, he preached at the cathedral at Cantcrbuni-, ujtoa 

[ 11^''"^ *^ t-^i® t*''* '* " ^® '^^ "***• "*o*^ ^i*-^ t^® presence of an 
536. prince, neither could any bring him into subjection." Upon 
these words he took occasion to run out upon a long conunen- 
dation of archbishop Itecket, for retiring from the State to tlv 
Church, and preferring the mitre to the chancellor's m 
After this, he hianied htmscif for going too far in the busi 
of the commonwealth, and neglecting the functions of his cha- 

Lracter : that, by laying out too much of his time and inclination 
upon foreign empluymenta, he had justly drawn the public envy 
upon liim, and run tlie har^nl of his life ; and lliat, fur the 
future, he promisefl to disentangle himself, and i>e more vigi- 
'4vit in the government of his province. After this harangue, 
im Uf p<iJfii,hc published several articles of excommunication, vnth ihaM 
^r|2."" customary solemnititw nf bell, book, and candle, hoping to" 
v^^f^™' screen himself from pi'osecution by this expedient. By this 
stroke of di<^!tpline all those were excommunicated who dis- 
turbed the kingdom ; who offered violence to clerks, or seized 
their estates ; who broke in upon the privileges of the Ohurciv 
or the lilwrtioa of Magna Cliaita ; who were guilty of making 
false informations against any persun: and especially those who j 
should misreport their metropolitan or bishop to the king, anjfl 
accuse them i>f treason, or any other capital crime, without" 
grouud or evidence. l 
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This excommunication I»eini; thus (JenounceH in the cathedral EDWARD 

.111 
Canterbury, he ordered the bishop of London and all his — _ J — ^ 

to do the aamc thing iu their respective dioceses. 

The king, to disanii the archbishop's diacipliiie, wrote to the Tit. kin;/ 

mp or London, acquainting him, " tliat he waa led into the '«^v'iii£k«1- 

ire«ent war by the archhishop^s adnce ; and that he, who had •'•«='• 

hira in so dangerous an enterprise, had now gone into 

iterest of his enemy, and, after so much blood and trea- 

had heen Hi>enl, |>er»uadcd hun ta drop his right and 

id his army. And tliat, whereas he had promised to 

him with money for his troops and discharge the loan 

eivcd from the Flemish mcrclmsts, lie had failed in these 

igBgements, and brought a blemish upon the public ci*cdit ; 

lastly, when he designed to call him to an account for his 

it of the State and the trust he had mpo&ed in him, 

eavoured to cover himself with his character, and fence 

llgainst justice nith excommuuications." 

I Not long afler, the kiug sent lltdph, lord StaHurd, to the //^uomI 

bihliop, requiring him to come to court forthwitli, and g^ve ^'^rSaSv 

opinion with the rest of the barons uiwn tlie %\-ar with ~"';' "/ 

The archbuJiop*'s answer was, that he desired time to FiiotUn. 

his tiioughts further in this matter. And now he had 

ill more business u|Kin his liands : for the duke of Bralwint 

t his agenU to hini ; and when he refused to see theoi, they 

up their instructions upon a great cr<r8s before the gate 

the priory. The couteuts of tiie paper were, that the duke of 

irabont summuned John, archbishop of Canterbury, to make 

ap{K?anuice in his courts of justice in Flanders, and to 

in in tliat country, pursuant to his oath, till the king his 

•'a debt« were dischai-gcd. ^^^lile the archbishop's af- 

irerc thus embroiled, the king scut a copy of his letter 

the biahop of London, to the prior and convent of Cantcr- 

with orders to have it publicly read. This letter the 

Tent brought to the archbishop, who, after the perusal, 

[Called the clergy and burghers into the cathedral, and cndea- 

to justify his conduct and integrity in the king^s 

. This was done iu an Itaranguc from the pulpit; 

arda he ordered the king's letter to be read, repUed to 

e articles upon which he was charged, and then drew up his 

cnco in writing, and got it dispersed through the whole |iro- 

nce. And, to give the reader a fuller view of this matter, I 
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BTKAT- Bball trmnalate the king^s letter, and then give an abBtraet of 
Abv^cuit. the archbishop'a defence. 

jj^^j^^ " EdwArd, bv the grace of tJod. king of Enffland and Pnuicx^ 
j«J»*2r^ *"*! *""! of Ireland, to llie prior and chapter of Caatcrbm 
iitkof. greeting. That a great many people are apt to grow haugfat] 
upon their preferment, abuse their princess favour, and nnkl 
him uitsuitable retuma, is evident both from ancient hiMar 
and modem practice. And to give the n-orld a fresh instaDee 
you cannot furget> tlut when we came very young to tiri 
Uirune, and dtwired the benefit of good measures, having l 
great opinion of tlie fidelity and conduct of John, now 
bishop of Canterbur)-, we gave him the direction both of 
conscience and couiiciK made use of him as a bishop and 
atatcsnuui, took him into ihe highest trust nad coofide 
called him our spiritual fatiier, aiid made hini tlie finit uubji.' 
in the kuigdura. And when afierwaids the crown of Fnui 
falling to ns by hereditary right, was detained by Philip 
N'alois ; the archbishop was earnest with us to proeccato oui 
title, to make an alliance with the (icnnau pnnocs, and 
for Hw expedition. And as for a fund for carrying on the 
be undertook to answer it out uf our own revenues, and 
aasistance of our subjects : aud to make up the deBcicncy, 
any happened, by hia own credit and numagement. In ooofi 
(lencc of this performance, we levied an anny, Ivormwed vaa 
sums of our confederates, opened the campaign, and made 
consideral)le progress, not doubting but that tlie archbi 
would supply our occasions, and make his word good : 
alas! we found, Uiat we had minphiced our gontl ojiinion; t 
&S7. we had leaned upon n ree<! of a staff, which, as the proph 
speaks, will 'pierce a matrs hand if he goes to make use 
it.'' By tliis disappointment we were forced to take up mow 
at excessive interest, and not being furnished sutliciontly 
way ncitlier, the jirugrvai of our success was checked, and « 
were obliged to rettirn into Kngland. Upon am* arrival, « 
summoned a parliament, where laying our neceawties belbi 
the lords and commons, they grauled us so consid^vble 
supply, tliAt had it been honestly and seasonably coUcctet 
might in all likelihood have answered tlio ends for which it wa 

** And hero, tiic archbishop undertook once more to get til 
tax raised in due time, and provido such other suppleuienti 
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_ , ae our affairs should require. Upon the strength of edward 

pbte promise, we levied recruits, equipped our fleet,and ciulmrkcd v—^'l: . 

P^ I'landers ; where, iu our passage we met «-ith the enemy's 

which, though ver\* formidahle both in iiumher and foree, 

ventured to engage, and, by the blessing of God, gained 

glorious victory. After this success, wo sat down with a 

(.•at army before Tournay : this siege proving long, and the 

rgu of the war growing u|)on us, we bojied to have been 

ppUed by the ministry of tiie archbishop. And finding his 

slow and un&er\-)COftble, we sent him and others of 

eotmcil notice of the pressing uece&iitics we lay under. 

ui tlie archbiHliop and his creatures, instead of providing fur 

bur :if&irs sent us nothing but trifling excu.ses ; by which, it 

is plain their business was only tu make their private fortune, 

nd that the public was the least of their care. And thus, 

Anen we bad a promising prospect of carrying our [>oint, and 

lictory was, in a maDner, in view, we were forced to quit the 

IpportuDity, and consent to a cessation of arms. Thus the 

oipedition was maimed, our reputation sunk, and the enemy 

ion encouraged to keep up the contest. In short, btiing 

'liged t<i march back into Flanders, and nut Imving money to 

\y our troops, there was no other way to supply our necessi- 

but by taking up moneys at unreasonable rates, and briitg- 

ig a great debt upon us, and the kingdom. To emerge out 

these difficulties, we adnsed with our faithful subjects and 

lilies upon the present Juncture, and desired them to suggtat 

in expedient, and point to the causes of the late mlscarnage. 

They all agreed, the archbisho|> was the occasion of the dis- 

lp]>ointment. That it was either through his negligence or 

BsiDCcrity, that the supplies were retarded, and sent in too 

dendcr proportions. And therefore, that unless this prelate 

Ind hia [tarty were removed from the ministry, they protested 

■lie confedemc)- would break up, and many of our subjects quit 

be service. To prevent n disgrace of such ill consequence, 

re resolved to inspect the nmm^ement of those in the civil 

■t, and disdiarged such ministers as misbehaved themselves. 

knd tbua several of tlie great officers of state, who lay under 

trong suspicions of corruption, and other misdemeanours, 

removed, and some of them taken into custody. And, 

pCTBUadcd no |*ei"son could inform us better nf their 

isconduct than the archbishop, we ordered him to attend us 
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at Ijondon : Iiut be, who was always too much afTccted both 
with prosperity and adversity, being afraid where no fear mo, 
' pretended somo of our servants had a design upon hia life, aad 
Uicrcfore refused to obey our order, or move out of the cloister 
at Canterbury : though wc call God to witnees, that ueither 
ourselves nor any that belong to us, to our knowledge, hul 
any such thought against him. Afterwards, to take off iD 
pretence and discover his disaffection, wo sent Ralph, lord Staf- 
ford, steward of our household, to offer him security undvr oor 
let ter)4-|u lent, scaled with our seal, commanding him to cooM 
to us, and acquaint us with the counte of his maiiageniont in 
our service. Hut instead of obeying our orders, he deepiaeil 
our clemency^ and replied with an air of haughtiness aod 
passion, that he could not a]>pear Wforc us, and accoont for 
thodc matters, excepting in a full parliament ; the coDVcniog 
of wliich is iii)[fracti cable at this juncture. And thus, this 
archbishop, who lias been raised to such a degree of weakh 
and honour by the favour of his prince, whom we received into 
the closest intimacy of famiHarity and friendship, treated him 
with tho regard of a father, and rested our affairs entirely upon 
Ills conduct ; this prelate, who, when we resigned ourselret 
wholly to his measures, used to prc^tend a great deal of seal 
aud heartiness, though to speak clearly, he was but hollow at 
the best-, has now kid the mask aside, and declared himself an 
open malcontent, proved imgrateful to his benefactor, and 
returned us ill offices for our kindness, and has made us such 
a requital as serpents and Hre do to those that entortain tlicm 
in their bosom : for notwithstanding the crown descends upon 
us by birth> and we arc obliged to none but (.tod Almighty for 
uur duminiuns, yet we have always liad an aversion to misapply 
uur power and make it a grievance, desiring nothing uinro than 
to govern our subjects with justice and clemency, and procure 
them the blessings of wealth and peace : notwithtrtAnding this 
luis been all along our chicfcst aim, yet the archbishop has 
been ao hardy as to misrepDrt tlie innocence of our iiilentiuns, 
and to charge our council and ministers with mismanagement; 
declaring publicly, both iu his Icttere and discourse, that the 
laity are oppressed with overstraining the prerogative ; and 
lliat the cliurcli is ruined with unusual and excessive ini|>o- 
sitiuns. And now taking upon him the character of a good 
shepherd, (though by liis own confesaion. as it is said, he ta Ao 
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bett<?r than a hireling,) he prctemls to he a preat champion EnwAHD 

for the Chiirch, though, by the way, if the Church has suffered -^ .- . 

my thing, thoy may thank his ncp^ligenco^ want of probity, or 
nuscoDiluct, for the niie^nirtune ; however, he pretends himself 
lb great protector of Church and State : aiitl wider this cover, 
ind counterfeit appearance, he is very lavish of his discijiline, 
iuid throws his excommunications almiit to arraign our govern- 
ment, bring a scandal upon our ministry, mislead the people 
into faction and treason, and dis[>OBc our nobility and great 
men to withdraw their affection and duty from us: and he- 
EodeB, these ecclesiastical censures have been ptiblishtMl by his 
letters in an unprecedented manner, and contrary to the prac- 
tice settled by provincial councils. iJcing therefore desirous. 
as we are bound, to guard our honour, to justify our good 
intentions to the world, to expose the malice of the said arch- 
btshnp, and disappoint him in his designs against us, and our 
ministry', we shall mention some few instances of his misbeha- 
viour. And here, we think ourselves obliged to declare, that 
by his importunity and ill advice, our bounty was mismanaged 
in our minority, and that by making a great niany prodigal 
jd illegal grants, our royal re>*enue8 are extremely lessened, 
our exchuijuer wliully unfurnished : and to ntake our neces- 
the greater, we are infornied the archbishop, when in the 
public service, has acquitted people of great sums of money 
due to us, without any just ground or consideration, and out 
tf no other motive excepting the interest of a bribe: and 
has likewise embezzled and misapplied our revenues, which 
itught to Iiavo been nserved for public service, and not to have 
been dispose*) of, as they have been, to his own prirate use, or 
to such persons as ill dcsened them. But ho has not only 
iiscovercd his covctousness and corruption, but likewise his 
pArtiality and ill choice of persons : for contrary to our incli- 
nation, and his oath of allegiance sworn to us, he lias had the 
presumption to admit unqualified persons to pkccs of power 
Ind tnnt^ refusing at the same time those who were unexcep- 
jiooable and desor^'ing ; not to mention a great many other 
itotancca of disaffection and behaviour, tending to the pre- 
judice and dishonour of our royal dignity, and to the great 
ilieadvantage and grievance of oiir subjects ; and being a noto- 
noua abuBO of the trust and authority committed U^ hitn ; all 
ID euc be persists in his obstinacy and disolKdionce, 
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we ahall declare more at lai^ afterwanls. We therefore on 
mand you to publish a]l anil singular the conteBts of Uwae oir 
tetters, in such manner and places as jour dueretioa s1mU| 
think fit. and umy be luo&t convenient to represent Da righU/| 
to our subjects. Witueus ourselves at Westmiuaier, the Lwdfih 
day of Febiiiary, and in tbe fiflecuth year of our reign." 

The archbialiop in \\\a ansner writes trith an air of j^ntt 
freedom, throws in some Btrokes of expoetulatton, and lays foil 
wciglit enough u|)on his own character. 

Afler the preliuiiiiariee of the aalutation, aiid tlie respect of 
tbo ro^iU titles, in which ho does not forbear an ** innuendo" of 
the kiug^s being misled by ill advice, he puts his highness in 
mind, that there arc *' two principal heads of authority for ibe 
guvcrnment of tho world, the regal, and the sacerdotal. Thftl 
the latter may be said to liavc the mlvaiiUige botli in iotonBt 
and dignity, inasmuch as those of this function are charged 
with the conduct of kings themselves in the day of jndgmeot. 
Your majesty tlierefore," as he goes on, " may please to take 
notice, that you are not to direct, but be directed by tbe 
hierarehy. For who questions, but tliat the priests of «tt , 
Saviour stand in the relation of instructors and fathers to aUj 
the kings and princes in Christendom! Now is it not a dcploM 
able mistake fur a pupil to ovcniile his instructor, and a aoftl 
to attempt to bring his father undi'-r jurii'diction i We are 
informed by unquestionable history, that kings and emperois 
have I)een censured and brought to discipline by the Church. 
And if your highness requires an instance, you may please to 
observe, that pope Innocent excommunicated the emparor 
Arcadius for ^ving way to the banishment of St. ChiyaoBtain. 
Thus St. Ambrose, archbishop of Milan, ])ut the emperor 
Theodosius the Great under censure ; neither was he restored 
to communion till after performance of penance. And I mi^i 
give, were it requisite, later instances of this discipliue. Aa 
for bishops, if they should Itappen to mistake, provided their 
error was on this side heresy, they arc in no nieasnrc liable to 
the correction of secular justice. 

" On the other hand, it is the part of a religious prince to 
encourage the Churchy and improve her eircumstances ; to pro- 
tect God's priests, and treat tliem with honour and n^ard. 
This was the practice of the glorious Cogstantinc the Great, 
wlio, when a controversy relating to the bishops was brought 




him, replied, 'you are to be judged by Ood Almighty rpwabd" 

aiid therefore no secular authority can have any juris- , ; 

1 over yon ; " for, according to the apostle's determination, ^30. 
^alis hoDio/ or ' lie that is spiritual, is judged of no man/ J/"^^^ 
fore I entreat your higknesti would please to consider how J'*'^ X'"*^ 
k miacarriage it la for a son to discover his fatlierV nt*»«ji ^ 
nese, and much more Ui miBrpport hm innocence: for a^^'^,.,, 
[ say, who lies under the obligations of reverence and J^-J.']j^^ 
r. What I have ah-eady suggested is so clearly disco- 1 Corii. is! 

by natural light, that the fiagaiLS themKelves were con- 
I of it. For this reason, infidel and idolatrous princes 
,be ministers of their gods particular marks of privilege 
steem. How much more are Christian goveniors bound 
) countenance and protection towards the representatives 

true Uod I Jtui, :Uas ! the considerations of order, and 
le apjilicatioa to tilings, is strangely disturbed : and the 
1 tliat belongs to me (though unworthy) upon the score 

station, is turned into reproach. And instead of ob- 
toe, we arc treated with liard language and contempt. I 
I may be excused in Ba)ing this, twcausc some of my 
cs have made use of the royal authority to pky their 

upon me ; prevailcl with your highness to sign a lihel 
tt me of their own drawing and contrivance, and procured 
der to pubUsh it throughout the whole province. All 

appears to bo done with a design to blemish my reputa- 
md make the business of my station impracticable : and 
oe surprising proceedings, it is evident luy enemies, under 

r' of the royal autliority, have much exceeded their 
and by calling tlie ministers and priests of God Al- 
jp to an account, have, in efliKit, l>een so hardy as to sit 
Igment ufion the Divine Majesty : and not only so, but 
itall the methods of justice, both divine and human, your 
ty, under this influence, seems to have condemned your 
lal father, and one of the greatest peers of the kingdom, 
Bt sniumoDing him to his trial, without the formalities 
iroccss of law ; a method not only dangerous to your 
ty^a spiritual 10161*081, but prejudicial to the peerage of 
aim, and uf a peniicious precedent. Neither let any man 
., that guilt, and tlie ill condition of niy own conscience, 
i me write in this manner, as if I was afnud to engage 
hai^, to stand the test of the articles, and, fur that 
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KAT- reason decline to appear before your highness : for God At 
{.^a. luighty is ID)* witness, 1 should gladly wait upon your imyarty, 
to give you an account liuw yuur subjects HtADd aflbcted 
to tlie administration of the ill posture of your afl&in in 
some respects, and of the hazards which lie in your war. 
1 should be glad also to refresh your highncfis''s moonr; 
with the eervioc I tiavc formerly done you : and likewiae to 
make my defence in person, and wipe off the impotatiotu 
in your highnees^s letter, bi^fore the prelato** and tempoial 
nobility. Hut some persons in great favour and Authoritj 
with your highness, liaving threatened to despatch lue, have 
prevented me the satisfaction of this expedient. The swoid 
Uicrefore being in the liands of {MXiple of such rago and rau- 
pour, I have hitherto declined waiting upon your majesty 
Neither is it pride or disobetlience wliich keeps me at this db> 
tanoo ; but such reasonable caution as a man of prudence and 
rceolution may be allowed to use ; being always ready to ubFj 
your majesty in every thing in which the honour of God, and 
his Church, and the distinction of my own character will gite 
me leave : however in the moan time, till the throne is more 
happily attended and disengaged from some unfortunate miiu»- 
ters, something ought to be done : and therefore, to makr 
imx)f of my innocence, and check the progress of the late 
rcprcseutatiou, I shall give a clear answer to the a; 
(Ejected, without anything of disguise or evasion. 

'* First, a.s to my leading your highness into the French 
war, charged upon roe in your letter, I beg only the liberty of 
appealing to matter of fact. And here, sir, it is very well 
known who were ministers of stato. and directed the goveni- 
mcnt in the beginning of your nuijesty's reiga. when I was bishop 
of Winchester. At that time, when news was brought of the 
death of king Charles, brother to the ijueen your mother, the 
parliauient tlicn held at Northampton delated the qui«tion of 
the succession to the kingdom of France, and came to tlie ra»o- 
hition of yuur majesty's being the right heir to that crown. 
U|K>n wliich, an order was made to send tlie then bishop of \Vor- 
cestcr, and the bishops of Coventry and LichHeld, ainbasswlors 
into France to put up your highnesses daim, and prevent llie 
coronation of Philip of Valois. This public rcaolution Iwing 
executed accordingly, was the principal oceasiim of the present 
^mr. When these nicasurcs were taken 1 had no manner of 
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mtereel or citiiiloyment in your majesty's courts !)nt lay utidor 
the diecountonancc of the government. Afterwards by your 
highneaB^B favour I was taken into a eliare of Lbe admioistration ; 
and DOW foreseeing the calamities of the war, and being deiiir> 
ous to prevent the effusion of Cliristian blood, I did my utmost 
to procure a peace : and to this purpose had a part in several 
embassies to France : but Philip of Valoia was averse to all 
the proposals nithin our instructions, and ordei'ed tlie French 
to attAck your highness both by sea and land : and thus the 
^tg* broke out from tliat qnarti'r. That prince being thus the 
^^Upennr, your parliament convened upon that oconsion at 
W Weetminstor, advised the entering into an alliance with the 
princes of Gcrraony- 

*' As for tlie funds for carrying on the H-ar^ I crave leave to 
observe to your liighness, that there was a great council of tho 
peers summoned to Stamford : and here there was an agree- 
ment made with several English merclmnts to advance such 
sums of money as were thought necessary, upon certain condi- 
tions of security ; and fur this I appeal to the articles now 
lodged in thoCIiancer)". These articles, had they lieen performed, 
would, together with the subsidies gi*anted by the clergy and 
huty, have been a suHicient jtrovision for the occisions (»f the 
war, which was not only my single sentiment, but the general 
opinion of all your higlmcss's council. This would, I crave 
leave to say, have been a sufficient provision, \\w\ it been under 
a serviceable management. And here your highness can witness 
for me, that no part of the agreement above-mentioned was 
broken by me ; neither did any branch of the public revenues 
paas through my hands : and thcTCfore if any misfortune has 
happened by tho oxchcqncr^s being out of cash, the blame ought 
to lie upon those Uial liave either miseniptoyed or squandered 
away your highnesa's treasure, and not upon me, ' who have 
borne the burden and heat of Uie day.* Neither indeed vvas 
I in the kingdom at that time, but joined with the two car- 
dinals and tlic bishop of Durham in an embassy in France ; 
and when, after several applications and journeys between that 
court and your highness, we despaired of an accommodation, I 
waited upon your highness in Brabant, where, against my incli- 
nation, I wasobligml to continno forsome time. And here, your 
highness mentioning your necessities at the council-board, 
iral prelates, barons, and myself, entered into securities, 
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and ragaged ouraelvea for your highnesses service : and thcn- 
forr, ^T, with fflibrntssion, it cannot be said, you leaned npon a 
rood, as your letter siijrpnatit, but rather upon tbe support of 
• Jacob's staff with which he passed over Jordaa, and caroe 
back with the wealth and fipupe of two bands/ For. to malu 
use uf this similitude, your hi<;hness^s second embarking iat 
EngUnd was a ^nrious rtlurn. I pray God bless your maje«ty« 
undertakings with the same success for the future. 

** And whereas your lugfaness lakes notice that the emme 
of your victories was sio^>od, for want of money to pay your 
troo[tt{ ; that you were forced to come over into England, and 
call a parliatiieut fur a eupply : aud that when subsidies wert 
granted I undertook for the raising the money, and to furnish 
what was further necesKary- 

** To iliis, sir, 1 answer, nitb all imaginable regard, that your 
highness cannot forget bow the subsidy of the whole ninth was 
anticipatctl for the lirst year Iwforo your second voyage i 
Klunders : and by your majesty ^s consent, and the advice 
your parliament, assignments wore made to your creditora upon 
this brancli. as apiwara by the iiustruments in fnnn. And 
your second going into Flandersi, you sent several orders 
those assignments ithnnid be punctually paid. 

" From whence it is evident, that neither the defieiew^ of 
Rmds, nor any ntisfortuncs of the campaign, can reasonably 
chai'gcd upon me, since i>art of the subsidies were disposed of 
for the {payment uf debts, by order of |iarlinnient. 

" Your highness complains further, that through my nii >' 
management, amongst other ministers of state, yon wo^H 
cliecked in your motions, and after great loss of opportunity^ 
forced to take up money at excessive interest ; and that you 
Nut two persona of quality to command mc to attend your 
highness, and explain myself upon these matters ; and that I 
n>tnn)i_'il a liaughty answer to tliis condescensive message, and 
refused to make my appearance, or discourse your highnws 
in these affairs, excepting in a full parhauicnt. 

" With submission to your majesty, my innocence will moke 
my answer very easy upon this head. In the first place, your 
marching back from France into Flanders was no imscarriage 
of mine. 1 never engaged to furnish tlw expedition, and there- 
fore, your confedemtt-M and luirons have no reason to charge 
mc either with insincerity or neglect. For, God is m 
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all the time I was in the admtnii?tration, I pnrsue<l your instnic- EDttMRn 
tions, aad exerttd luyaclf to tliu utmost in your sonice. ^ ' . 

** And aa to what pawied between myHelf and the penmns To diry&Hrf* 
sent by your majesty, it is easily known, there being public " 
notaries brought to witness the discourse. To Ijegin with Sir 
Nicholas Cautchipc, who came first : this gentleman, producing 
his credentials under the privy seal, summoned me to apj>ear 
ill Brabant within eight days, and to continue there ^11 yoiir 
li^faDees'fl debts, for which I had engaged myself, were dis- 
diarged. Not long after my lord Stafford delivered me a mes- 
m^ : by which, I was commanded to wait upon your majesty 
forthwith ; telling me by word of month only, that I had no 
reason to fear any danger from those who threatened me. I 
CT»ve leave therefore to ohsen-e the inconsistency of theso two 
orders : by the first of which I was to embark immediately for 541. 
Flanders; and by the other, commanded to set forward for 
L(mdon. and wait upon your majesty. And thougli afterwards 
I had a safe conduct under your majesty's hand, yet the same 
day I received this security, there was a writ directed to the 
h^ sheriff of Kent to bring me up to London, to answer the 
eontempt before your council for disoljeying your highnesses 
summons. And notwithstanding your highnesses safe conduct 
9cen)ed to promise me the lilwrty of a retuni, yet this security 
was disabled by the sherifTs writ which came afterwarils ; by 
virtue of which, I should have been under a necessity of remain- 
ing in the hands of mj enemies. I confess I cannot conceive 
it any service to your majesty's honour to bring me under these 
difitculties. However, as I have already declared, I am, and 
•hall Always be ready, to answer any imi>eachmeut before your 
roajeaty, and the house of peers. And as for those who en- 
dcBTonr to hinder the meeting of a parliament, and pretend 
the unseasonableness of the juncture ; it is pretty plain they 
are willing to stific truth, and keep your majesty in the dark: 
for, aa our Saviour speaks, 'ever}' one tliat doth evil, hates the 
Hgfai.' 

"And though 1 have &Iwa>'S been solicitous for your inte- 
rest and honour, your highness is pleased to call mo a step- 
father. I confess I am afraid my being so much taken up with 
the business of the state has made the disadvantage of that 
relation applicable to me in some measure, with re8|>ect to my 
province. And as for llie serpents and fire to which I am 

c. 2 



$4 



ECCLESIASTICAL lUSTOH V [mok vi. 



l^MajtW 



HTIkAT* eoo^Mveii, 1 hniufafy coocciw the iU properties of these ihin^ 
^^L wiB not aflbct nie : if I have AscorucU any part of the aer- 
A^ ife Imk nuk bnm in shedi&ig renoin, but in aiming at the 
CMMMO tad Rood qoalities of that animal : and as for the fire 
tu which r am fUrther naemUed, it vaa as inoffensive as a 
lambvnt fiiKuft, and kintted odIt b; leal and afiecUoii fur jonr 
uiajiMkY''s intenst. 

*" I am ftirUwr ehaf|[ed with Uackeuing the kingV coodaci; 
irr-ig"^ ihe adauniBtTataoo, and taxing hie council ud 
aHBMtan wik ■ajjUp s tic and other miabehaviour, makii^ it 
oar haniMM to rtirTnri in the roast public uauner, that jm- 
yMtg » awaflowwl up with prurogaUre, and the laws bontt 
Amm with arhitrary powiv^ That tfaedergr arc. in a nuumert 
raiMad. aiiil thi? Church overloaded with impiisitinns and taxes. 
\^1bvcbvr thus iiccumtiou is aupported with matter uf iaet, 1 
Ivavv ttod Almighty to judge : and shall only make this pro- 
Ifrtn^T. ikfti it has ahiajjn baen mv endeavour to p ieamu 
yqmt hi|hnMMni m the good opiaioo of your people, and it bu 
bM«« Mid is part uf my daily devotioi)», thai GimI would bleas 
vvu lift yiar «oiHMb and proUieft you in your station ; and I 
haw Ifbaa BHfcw> aa fiur aa my authority reaelies, that tlu- 
rUir^ and udwm mi^it join with me in this petition. 

^ BM if mmm nMiMHt>m of staia or justice hare stnuDcd the 
«oiiBtilMfeioii, ud opfnavd the people without any count*- 
luuucv IVum your bigfamas, yiluch is certainly true u some 
partwuhn: far iBi^HK«k thcrv is money levied upon the 
c)«fKy« vhkh ««• MW gcaated by their representatives. Id 
i^Z*t!U o'^o*^ V^^ iwtQKte aeem to lie ooder such new and unp 
V*»wy dsDUid nilia of govonoieat* and are so dnuned and exhausti 
SvTt Uut th»y we acaiccfy m a condition to subsistf and must 
B»y** r<nlut*ed tu vxtnOM Mevsttity in a bttlo time, unless God shall 

J5*KIS J**"*** ^ pwvwit it. 

" NoW| thiugH )»taiidiug in lh&» unhappy posture, I humbly 
bu{M> it niay hv- alluwud to rvuioostrale against the oppression, 
e^lHvialtv ciwsidoring it was not done tu Hx an aspersion upon 
aiiy niiaifrtvr. For that the mtsnor mifiht be as inofleasivv as 
puaaiblo, I Itavi' taken care not to name any pennon ; ncith^ 
had I niado u complaint of any kind, had it ti«t been to suggest 
a remedy to yuur m^eaty; for fear you alioiitd loeo the afleo- 
tion of your siibjrcts if the gricranoea above-mentionetl were 
not redressed. It Ls likevtise 9Uf!]DEest«d against mo, tliat 
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hare publtalicd an (^xcaminunication againut thusc ihat make KIiward 

any infraction upon Magna Charta and tho lil)ortics of the ,^1; , 

Church : that this censure was made use of oti piu'puse tu 
attack the king's honour, as)>erse the justice of the govern- 
loeul, and provoke the people to sedition and revolt. Now, 
since this article seems t<i impeach me of high treason, in 
which case, as 1 hare observed already, I am not to be tried 
in the courts of any king or tciiipomi lord, I therefore make 
my public protestation that I Itnve nu intention to wavo the 
privilege of my character by any thing which shall ho offered 
in this defence, but do wholly decline the jurisdiction of any 
aecniar judge whatsoever. However, to clear my innocence, 
and make it more public and intelligible, 1 own tho fact, and 
that I did publish a general excouimunication, pursuant to the 
canons of the Chm'ch : but then 1 took care Umt the king, tho 
queen, and the royal isHue hIiuuM be excepted from the con- 
sore, by name: neitlier have I defamed any person, since 
nobody is particularly montioned. Neither, with submission, 
wa» this done to inflame the people, or blow them np to rebel- 
UoD, Qor is any such cfil'ct at all discoverable in the behaviour 
of your subjects. And as for myself, it has always licon my 
practice, both public and private, to dispose your people of all 
ranks to be stvady in their allegiance, and to assist your affairs 542. 
to the utmost of tlicrr power. 

" The dose of your hig;hneHR''s letter charges me in genrral 
temus and bears hard upon my reputation. If ere I am tAxed 
with misleading you in your minority, and putting ynur high- 
neoB upon unduo alienations, improper gnuits, and profusions 
of bounty: 1 am likewise cliarged witli bribery aud corrup- T* (A* iu(* 
tioUf with exliausting the [lublic treasure, and filling the posts '" 
of goremment with persons without merit ut pretence. 

" To this general eliarge. with the protestation above-nicn- 
tiooed, I shall give a general answer, that during the time 1 
was employed in tlie stale, I luive always served your majesty 
to the best uf my abilities : neither liave 1 nuHbehaved myself 
in any part of this article : and when any |>articular8 are 
named, I humbly conceive myself well furnished to give a 
Mtafactory answer. 

" However, to say something in tho mean time, I cannot 

dlect that while I was in your majesty's scn'ice, I was 

itcd with the itassing of any considerable grants ; 1 





crave It^ve to say. I catinot recollect anj thii^ of this kini, 

excepting tlie lauds conveyed to sooie new created eubby 
consent of [lariiainent. Now the public service einee per- 
Toruied by tliese noblenien is a sufficient proof joor hjgfanea'g 
bounty has not been nit^ptaeml. And u for my advini^ tW 
diBcluirgiug the debts and duties owing to the crown, vithaat ■ 
reason nr uit-asurc, T cannot remember any releases or h'bertl- 
itics of thiH kind, excepting the genenJ discharge of debts and 
urrcamges granted to all your Hul>jecla in your last [artiameDl. 
In wliicli acquittal your highneai had the concurreuoe of tlu; 
lurdH uiid oomuionu ; and, besides, your highness had a ninth 
granted you by way of equivalent and coanterbdanee, wfaidi 
could never have been cfiected without this cooaiden- 
tion. 

" And whenever thiu general accusation iJi^l declare ia 
jiarticulars, and appear more in form uf law, I ahall return a 
more explicit defence : but before this is done, I cannot paa 
over my being surprised to find myself cliarged with dippiQg 
too deep in the exchequer, misapplying the public treasure, 
and putting the king''s money into my own jH>cket. Thii 
artiule, with Bubmissluo, is extremely surpri^g, considering 
I have cruased the channel two-and- thirty times for the puhlio 
service ; not to mention several journeys towards Scotland ; in 
whle)i etuplnynienU I liavi> lived in a great measure npon my 
own fortunfi : neither from the beginning of the war to this 
pnwont minut«» hare 1 ever received above three hundred 
pounds out of the exchequer. And as fur my partiality in 
proferring undeserving persona, and putting thoni in public 
offices ; if any one shall offer to prove I ever received any sums 
of inonny or f^ratuitifm upon this scoro^ I am ready when- 
ever your highnt^^s shall please to order a prosecution ; I 
nm ready, I say, to defend myself within the rescrvatioi» of 
oooloaiutic privilege above-mentioned. And were I at liberty 
to ikeonr the secrets of the cabinet, I could make it appear, 
OS clDsr m the sun, who they are who have been the occMiixi 
of all the miscarriages wliich are laid to ray charge. And thus 
much may be sufficient at present in answer to the libel, which, 
out of respect to the crown, I heartily wisli had never boea 
pubUahod. Knr notwithstanding at firet sight It may seem to 
stick a blot upon my credit, yet, when it is thoroughly exa- 
mined, it will be found must dlsscrviccable to the honour of 
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tliv king Bad kingdom. God Almi^^ht^', by whom kiiiga reign, 
direct and preservo your majesty." 

The king, ur at kast hiti favanrites, were extremely dis- 
lileMed with the archbishopV apolugy, and published the fol- 
lowing reply : — 

" Edward, by the grace of GimI, king of England and France, 
and lord of Ireland, to the Englinh bishops greeting. Pride, 
where it has the ascendant, commonly grows worse under 
cure, and tiu-ns remedy into disease : of this we Imvc a preg- 
nant iuatance in the arrogant behaviour of John, archbishop or 
Canterbury, who, being charged with preaching and publish. 
ing aereral things to tlie prejudice of our honour and govcm- 
aWDt, hag given us frc?sh provocatinns, and made an addition 
to his former misbehaviour. And whereas wc published our 
letters- patents to justify our conduct, and wipe olF the bleniisheK 
be had cast upon uk, he has been so hardy as to endeavour to 
£nppoint us in this expedient, to publish a connter-narmtive, 
and to manage his defence in such a manner of calumny and 
falsehood, as to bring us, as far as in him lieSf under a coarscr 
ftnd more dangerous imputation. And notmtlistanding it has 
been the custom of popes, cardinals, and other prelates, to 
interpret the discourse of princes to a fair and respectful 
meaning, this archbishop lias taken llm liberty lu cull our 
letter a Hbel, though at the same time it contains uothing but 
truth, and what we shall make good from point to point, when 
we see convenient. 

«* And whereas his predecessors used to treat their princes 
with regard, to pray for them, and instruct them in the spirit 
of meekncsB, this archbishop has behaved himself in a quite 
difierent manner, remonstrated against us and our court, dis- 
covered his disaffection with a great deal of pride and faction, 
«ndeavoure<l by his faltie reports to draw his sutfragans, and 
others of our subjects, into the same disrespect towards us, 
and to involve thorn all in his own guilt and punishment. 

" And uotwiihatauding a man is esteemed by God Ahnighty, 
nut Ml much for the advantage of his character, as the probity 
uf his life, yet this prelate, laying a great stress upon the 
height of Ills station, calls himself our Saviour s ambassador, 
and expects great deference and regard upon that score, though 
at tlic same time he makes no scruple to overlook his own 
duty, and fail in his respects to ua. And although himself and 
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iif US ; are tnumi by their oath of allegiance ta acknow! 
our sowrcigntj, to support our interest, and beliave themselns 
with the submission of subjects : this prolate takes the Ubert; 
of a singular conduct, affects an undutifiil management^ aod tQ> 
stead of honour and observance, treats us vr-ith contempt. And 
tliereforu, though we arc, and have always been disposed to 
pay a due regard to uur s|}iritital fathers, yiit if they Itappen tg 
break out into any disorders to the prejudice of our pe: 
and government, we ought not to pass over their rabbcha 
This nrehbiiihop complains himself impeached of the hi 

knmcS} and that judgment is as it were pronounced agaia<^t 
biin, without being called to his defence, as if he Iiad been pn>- 
aecruted in n judicial way ; whereas this is not true, our inten- 
tion being only to justify our conduct, and rescue our reputalii 
from calumny : but let this man, who is so free and ioju 

Lin his remonstrance, consider which way he can avoid 
imputation being turned upon himself; tiinoe he baa been ao 
bai'dy an to eliarge us his sovereign, and our conncil, with 
oppression and arbitrary proceedings, without hearing what 
conid bo offered in our juatification, or giving us tho comm 
liberty of making uur defence. He, therefore, who falls 
the faults he condemns in others, deserves to be exposed 
the public censure. And though he lias made it is busi 
to gratify his own inclinations more than to promote 
service, yet he pretends our affairs have talien up all his time, 
and been very burdensome to him, for which he fears, he has 
incurred the displeasure both of God and man ; and 
reason he has to fear it, since he seems to be one of them nl 
tho prophet speaks. ' love to talk of lies nmre tlian right? 
)tt8ncss/ As to the rest of the arclibialiop's defence, in which 
he endeavours to di^utse the tnith, and impose upon the 
world ; wo shall pass it over at present, though we could catuly 
expose his pretences. And since our honour will not allow qs 

kto argue the case, or pursue the dispute any longer with a 
contentious and perverse subject, wo strictly command yoi 
upon your allegiance to publish our lettera-patenta above-m 
tionrd, aceonling to the tcnour of our order, notwithstandt 
any injunction i>r mandate of the archbishop to Uic contrary*. 
And in regard wo ought to make it part of our care 
•vo Uic rights and prerogatives of our crown, bo wortliily 



>enl^, 

vioi^l 

igfaJI 
;aia<^t 
I pro- 

nten- 

a 80 
with 
irha( 

I 





'.] 



OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



89 



truuntainod by the kings our predecessors ; which prerogatives, 
the archbishop, b)' his late excommunications, has endeavoured 
Id leoKO and wrest from uh, uotwithsiAudiiig the)- Iiave been 
fbnuprly yielded and allowed by tlic po[ws, prelatc-s, and clergy 
bf this kingdom ; we strictly command you, not to publisli, or 
iafleT the publication of any such ecclesiastical censures de- 
tiouneed by the said archbishop ; and if you have done any 
tluug iu this matter, immediately to revoke it. Witness our- 
kelf at the tower of LondoD, tlie 31st day of March, lu the 

fSth year of our reign of Kngland, and the 2nd of France." 
Soon after the king had thus publisbed bis dislike of the 
Ircfabt^op^s proceedings, there was an information preferred 
igainst him, and he was summoned to appear, and account fur 
■is practice. Stratford, not thinking it safe fur him to cant 
ihe cause npon this issue, refused to plead to a charge of so 
^p^ a nature, unless before the lords spiritual and temporal in 
|inriianient. It nas not long before a parliament was called, 
ftnd the archbishop liad a protection from tlie king to secure 
ktm from danger. Being thus fortified, he came to Weet- 
fnnster with a pompons attendance of clergy and other ptK)ple 
^ fashion. Dut, ujKin his going to the parliament-house, 
the lord-steward of the household, and the lord-cliamberlain, 
diarged him in the king's name not to go in till he had made 
w api>eanince in the court of Exchequer, and answered to 
be articles against him. The archbishop, to satisfy the king''s 
wler, apjjcarcd at the Exchequer, received a copy of the 
barge, and promised to return his answer after time for con- 
vdering the articles. Upon this, he had the king''s permission 
|br coming into the [larliament-house ; where he declared 
before the lords, that the rights and liberties of the Church, 
|he interest and honour of the king and kingdom, brought him 
ffaither: and that likewise since seveitd crimes had been pub- 
5cly laid to his cluirge, he came to cle-ir himself from tliose 
imputations in full parliament. That day the house was 
JNljoumed and nothing done. The next time the archbishop 
jted to go to the house, one William Attewood, a jwnon 
iging to the court, charged him, in the king's name, not 
go in ; upon wliicli, tlie archbishop applied himself to the 
hy : ** Gentlemen," says he, " the king lias smnmoncd 
by his writ to parliament : and liere, ns one of the gi-e»tv»t 
of the realm, aud Itaving the privilege uf the tirst vote, I 
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BTKAT' tnsUt Upon the rights of mj Bee of Canterbury, and ikinud 
Abn'r.nV ^^ liberty of coining into the house.*' And when he fooal 

' ■' ' the doors secured by the guards, aud ibat bis getting io 

ffeiKt^nr- impracticable, he took hia cro»a in hia hand, and [Hvtested be 

uUiifj^^ Would not retire till he had the king's leave to enter the house. 

*■** •*• Aud bctug tlireatened and maltreated by some of the compsnr, 

be began to grow warm at the ailront, aud bestowed some hard 

wiidiea upon 1ii» enemies. " The curse of Abnighby Gud*" an 

he, "aud of the blessed Virgin light upon the heads of tlioBe 

who mi.srcprc8ent nio to tbe king, and procure thia usage upoo 

me." Thitt noise and disturltancc made flcvciid of the lords 

come out, whom tiie aruhbi»hop desired to use their interest 

with the king in his behalf. In the mean time, several ar^ks 

were dmwn up against the archbishop and made public, to 

bring liiai uniler a general odium. Tlioec who were most 

active against him, were Orltnn, bishop of Winchcsttr, tbe 

/fr yWvfo lonl Darcy, and one William Killesby. Of tliet>e, the luahopof 

^^ ^^ ^ Winchester was tlie worst, because he dissonibted bis averakm, 

n*«*- and carried it fair. At last, by tbe lords interceding, the king 

waa somewhat niotlificd, and the archbishop was [temiittedto 

come into the parliament-house, where be submitted to a legtl 

trial, aud offered to plead to the impeachment. 

Fttniahi About this tiiue, there happened a great debate in tha 

yji. hnUHo; at the couc!uaio]i of which it was resolvml, tliat ih 

peers slmutd be tried only by |>eer8 in parliament. And now 

the ar('hbi»(hop praved he might be nn-aigned before his 

jjK'U ittd/uf iu full jiarliament, which the king grante<l, whereupon twel 

MpfpTa^pMn were appointed to examine tl>e urtictes against bim t 

rf^HTId/o ^^ bishops, viz., London, Hereford, iJalli, and Kxeter ; four 

pitm fmi carls, Arundel, Salisbur)-, Huntingdon, and Suffolk; and four 

t^ZiJ. '^^ barom, Percy, Wake, liasset, and Nevil, Now here w« may 

vid Unlir ohservo a bishop trie<J at the king's suit, and for a capital 

W- 5- crime, and yet uot tritHi by commoners, but by his peem, and 

TVWivfw^rt Uuit afler a long debate in the house concerning tliis matter. 

HSwMhMfJU I^ i^ ^^ aaid, he was tried by the lonls as judges in parliament^ 

"JllJJJV^ and not as his [>ceni, it may Ixj answered, first, that then bisbo|« 

«n*WJof., an; judges in {uirliainL'ut, incases capital; for this was Buelv 

"iTAnJi. <""* ^""r hishoiw appointed to examine it. But secondly, the 

fWrpMi 1. debate in the house was about trial of peere by their pecre; 

upon whieli it wivi resolved, tliat the arehbtshnp should bo tried 

by tlio house, i'ur the kiuj^, us has been observed^ designed to 
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have Iiim tried in tbe Exchequer ; fur which reason he was 
hindered from coming into the houau till he Itad put in his 
jUHwer in the Exchequer. l^|>on which, the great question 
about the trial of peers was dcbatc<L 

And heiv, the learned btbhop StiUingtiect takea notice, that 
**tfae rolls of parUatnent of this yt-'ar»eeiu to represent the twelve 
peers appointed, not to examine the particuLir case of Strat- 
ford ; but to draw up the motion of the House of Lords as to 
the trial of the members of that house by their peers of par- 
liament ; which Turin dniwn up by them, remains upun the 
record 15 Ed. III. n. 7. However, the argimieut,'^ as this 
leamod author continues, "■* does not lose ita force, as to the 
hisfaop'a peerage, but is ratlier conHrmetl hy it ; for in this 
record, tliey pray the king, by the assent of the prelates, carta, 
and barons, that the peers of the realm may not be judged but 
in parliament, ' et per lour piera,** and by their peers : and 
after it fullows, ' tliat they may not lose their temporaUtios, 
lands, goods, and chattels,' &c. Now, since none were capable 
of losing their temporalities but the prelates, it follows they 
vast be comprdiended within the benefit of this law oa well as 
otben. This, were it necessar}', may be still furtlier proved ; 
br, as has been observed, the record infunns us, that at the 
archbishop'ii |H!tition, the king alluwed him to plead to the 
Jnqieachment before his peere. So that, in short, the rolls of 
parliament put this matter beyond contradiction." 

From hence it appears how much Sir Edward Coke is mis- 
taken, and upon what imperfect views he sometimes delivers 
hi» opinion. For this learned lawyer makes no scruple to 
sffirm, that '* those lords of parliament, who sit there only 
* ratione baroniarum,' by reason of their baronies, which they 
hold in right of the Church, sliall not be tried by their peers, 
but by the country, that is, by freeholders, for that they are not 
of the degree of the nobility." 

From hence I obser\'c, firet, tliat since Sir Edward Coke 
allows the bishops to be peers to the temporal lords, it will 
evidently follow, they have a right of being tried by their 
peers : fur Magna Charts declares exprcsi^ly, that " no man 
hhall be condemned but by lawful judgment of his peers."" 

Secondly ; he sooms to liave forgotten that for many reigns 
after the Conquest, most of the temporal barons were made 
luible, not by writ of suuiuions, or creation, but by virtue of 
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their tonures and baronies ; ao that whocvur was {loeaBBsod uf 
the 6t'f, Imd the tiUu and nobility conveyed along wHh iL 
Ami i>f thiR, we have a prewnt instance in Arundd 
Now, since it cannot be proved, there is any disadrsnta^ 
abatement of privilege in a barony held by a bi«hop, comparNl 
to that of a tcini»aral lord, the consequence vnil be, that if the 
laity arc mode noble by such a tenure., the bkhops must be sv 
too. 

But, thirdly; it is aomcwhat strange Sir Edward Coke 
should he so free, a3 to declare the bishops not to be uf 
degree uf the nobility ; since several acta of parlinnictit n 
tiun thcni under this quality : and particularly twu trtAtutei, i 
plain words, distuiguit^ the up|)cr house into the Bpiritnal uil 
tenqxtml nobility. 

Further, Sir KJward Coke not only mtsreports the pririle^ 
of the bishops, but likcu'ise mistakes the condition of the tcra- 
poral IfArons. Kor he positively maintains, that a '* d 
eaiuiot wave his trial by his peers, and put liiuiself upon 
trial of the country : for the statute uf Mapia Charta is, that 
he inust bo tried per pares." From whence by the way I oh- 
sen'c, that if, according to Magna Charta, noblemen are to be 
tried by none but their jieers ; and bishops are peere Co tem- 
pond barons, both which are affirmed by Sir Edward C«ke, thni 
it inevitably follows, from what thin learned lawyer maiutaiiu, 
that bishops ought to bo tried by their peers. But as lo what- 
Sir Edward affinus, that a nobleman cannot wave his trial by 
his peers, this is plainly contradicted in the case of Thomas 
lord Berkeley : for the parliament reetird itifonns us, that thtft 
nobleman, ^ ponit ac super i>atrinm, put himself u^hhi his 
countrj'," and was tried by a jury of twelve knights. 

If it is objected this Berkeley was no peer, because he Uf 
galled Thomas dc Berkeley, chevalier, in the record : 

To this it may be ansvvured. 

First, tliat the Bcrkeleys of Ik'rUelcy castle, of which thia 
Thomas was chief, were made luirons by king Henry II. 

Secondly, The addition ()f chevalier is no abatement to tlw 
quahty of a peer, as is evident by the connnoa use of it before 
this reign and afterwards, nay, so far is this distinctiuu from 
any disadvantage, tliat a baron, in his ]«tent or writ, is styled 
chevalier, and nut Imron ; the atldition of chevalier or kiiighl 
being reckoned a name of greater dignity. 
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ThinlJy, In the first year of this reign this Thomas lord ri>wari> 

^elcy is huinuioncd by writ witli the rest of the peers, to .. ' , 

lend tile king in hia expedition into Scotland. And, which 

waare remarkable, he HtAiids verj* hi;;h iiiinn the list ; which, coovpniw*. 

JBidcs tlie silence of records, is a good argument he was not J^,[,')^"7' 

leJy raised to this dignity. ^ 2»2. 

And t«i tliis c:ise of the lord Berkeley, we may add, that the 

ikc of Suffolk dcelincii the trial of liis peers, and submitted to 

t king's mercy. '2» Utn. 6. 

To return to the archbishop : the king\s complaint of this TietLnw 

elatv in his Utticrs, the articles drawn up agaiiHt him, and l^i/,^^ 

e other preparalionH for his trial, seem only to be done "ad^'^'"''f|' . 

lis&ciondum populum." In abort, it looks highly probable ofttnie. 

t joung king had either been misled, or over liberal to his 

KMuites. Great taxes had been granted to prosecute and 

ike way for the title to France, and yet the people's expec- 

ns wfre balke<I, and the expeditiuiui liad, by no means, 

up to proapoct and expense. That the subject 

'bre miglit not be backward to contrilmtc to the support 

the war, it was thought advisable to lay the public mis- 

iage upon the at'chbiuhop : by this expedient, the king 
Duld bo screened, the court lie under shelter, and the people 
itler disposed for the {>ayn)cnt of another tax. And though 
Ine suspect tlie archbishop was gained by the pope tu cl<^ 
p war, by not fumiahiug the money in due timo, and that 
I penuaded the king to dnjp tho enterprise, and make a ;V'*"'"'.'' 
iftce ; notwithetanding this conjecture, I say, there arc two stmitbrH. 
ingB which go a great way in the proof of the archbishop's 
nocenoe. 
First: it is liigldy probable the king was satisfied nf Strat- fti'^rtrnt^ 

's integrity, because when u|X)n the breaking tip of this i{'i,riiiii,.-icHi, 
ent» he made another expedition into France, he took i^^V"' ' 
le arctibisbop into favour, and made him one of the chief P;*^ 

. . _ ' Godwin, in 

nutten of state. sti»ifo«i. 

Secondly ; because in tbe next {tarliament, held two years ,^"1^^" 
"^, the king commanded, that the nrticlcH of impeachment JV'™'*'™- 
■n up against the archbishop of Canterbury, should be ritJfJn. 

o the house to be annulled and declared insignificant, ifi^a "i 
be motive assigned for this order is, boc^iuse the matter con- f*' '-^ *"• 

.,.,., Hta«l». Hut, 

med m the said articles '' was neither reasonable nor tnie. i^^ 1 

p. 219. 
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These things put together amount, in my < , 
evidence for the archbiahop^s justiftcatioo. 

The archbii^hop being thus dLsenCangled, applied hinaetf ta 
tiie government of Win province ; and made a body of eoiMlt* 
lutioiM at Lambeth for the rrf^ulatit^ tbe eonrt of Arcfai. 
And in October the same year, he held a provincia] igrDod at 
London. 

Most of tlio canons arc little more than a ooofimatMi of 
what bad boi>n decreed in fomier synods, and tlierelbre aecj 
not be repeated ; however, Uiere being sometlung nev, T ahlD 
lay it before the reader. 

Tbe fourth canon complains, that several numaaterieB which 
hatl pariahes appropriated to them, did not answer the ends 
the benefnctions, in being cliaritablc to the poor of such appro- 
priated livings : tliey are therefore enjoined by the canoa U) 
refunn thin neglect, and relieve tbe poor of such ]iariMhes itt 
pru|xirtion to tbe value of tlic benefice : and in ca»e of failure, 
the bishops are to sequester tho profits, and compel them to 
their duty. 

The aixtli canon takes notice, that oflcrings nmde in chtt 
and eliapcU were frequently seized by the laity, and converted 
to their own use. And here it is obecrred that nndcr the old 
law it wati lawful for none but the priests to eat tbe sbew-breadt 
and tlial the distinctions of holy tilings and tiio privilege of 
the priesLlinod is greater under the Gospel. And therefore;, 
tlic synod decrees, that those of the Inity wbn seixe such 
ofE^rings, or pretend to dispose of them without the consent of 
the clergy, or a license from the bishop, shall lie luider the 
censure of the greater excoinmunicatiou. ■ 

T}u> ninth eanou seems levelled again the prcaching^ friara, V 
and some others, who mismanaged themselves in the vifutation of 
the sick ; persuading people near tho point of deatli, either 
not to make their wills, or else to dispose of their estates to the 
great pn>judice of their wivea, their children, and the churches 
where they dwell. To discourage this ill practice, those who 
were prevailed on to dispose of their effects in such an on- 
reasonable manner, are Imrred the benefit of Christian burial. 

The tenth canon endeavours to prevent the disorders com- 
mitted at people's watching a curpHe before burial. Here, tlie 
synod takes notice, that tho design of people's meeting toge- 



-J 

ro- 
te 
is 

re, 

em to - 

irerteA^ 



I 



rr. Kiv.] OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



95 



upon such occostous, was to join their prayers for the edwarp 
lefit of the dead perHon. Tliat this ancient and serviceabte "'• . 
imge iras overgrown witii superstition, and turned into a 
oomrenicooe for theft and debauchery ; therefore, for a remedy 
agsinst this disorder^ it is decreed, that upon the death of any 
person, none should be allowed to watch before the corpse in a 
private bouse, excepting near relations and friends of the 
dcceued, and such as offer to repeat a set number of pealms 

■ for the benefit of his soul. The ]>cnalty of those who cither 
KBWet or ent<:rtain in contradiction to the canon, is excom- 
^mmication. 

■ These canons are made and published undor the name of 
the archbishop of Canterbury, with the advice and consent of g„in,4^ " 
the bisho[>s of the province ; and all without the least mention t oncix »oL 
of the concurrence of the inferior clergy. MretdeiBc. 

The next year, pope Clement VI,, who succeeded Benedict *■ d. lais. 
Xll., contracted the interval of the juhilee from a hundred to ^^^-n^ to 
fifty years. Tlus was done in consideration of the shortncfis-^'J*""- 
of hiuiuui life, and tliat few people reached the length of a 
bundn?d years. The jujpe therefore, (an Spondanus reports,) 1^^*"' 
being willinu the benefit uf the fL-stival should be more iini- Ecde*. 

■ Tereal, Itrought it to the Mosaical period. p, 4J3, 
M But notwitliHtanding liis l)oliness''s endeavour to oblige the 

B western Church this way, the English were by no means pleaeed 
P «iUi his management. For he made no scruple to bring them 
under the old grievance : and had declared a provision fur two 
cardinals, upon the next vacant benefices, to the value of two 
thousand marks i>er annum. It is true, bishoprics and abl)t'y3 
were excepted out of this reservation : but notwithstanding this 
tvnopOT, tiie encroachment would not pass : for the cardinal's 
agenta who came to collect the money, were ordered to depart 
the kingdom undt^r the penalty of being imprisoned, aud soon 
ader their going off, the king WTOtu an expodtulalory letter to 
the pope in defence of the liberties of the Church of England. 
The remonstrating jjart of this remarl<able letter has partly 
;been touched already in the reigns of kiug Henry III. aud 
ildsg Edward I. However, there being something new, both in 
the air and the matter, 1 shall translate it for the reader. 

*' Edwartl, by the grace of God, king of France, Fingland, Tit ku^'i 
....t Lvpi] of ireJauJ^ to our most holy father in Christ and Lord, u2!^imm 
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Uio |)0i»o, by Divine Prondence, chief bishop of the holy Itonun 
anil univunial Church, with oU iniagiuablc rvspeci greetiitg. 
Wlien we consider the clemency of the apostolic sec, and bow 
Holicitoim your predecessors used to be for tlie spiritual int«nH( 
of Christondoni. *not scckinjj; their own, but mthcr the tbii^ 
uf JcBus Christ:^ this considcmtion gives us a strung expccU* 
tion that youi- boliuesu, who made your way by merit and 
learning to tliat Btation of apostolic eminence, will hare the 
goodness to consult the honour of the Church, and refonn thoM 
practices which check the devotion of the people, disserve reli- 
gion to a great degree, and make a very dangerous impreaaoo. 

" 1 make no doubt of your holitieH9''8 beinf; infonneil, that 
fnira the beginning of Cliristianity in our doniinicma, our ppcde- 
ocaeors, tho kings of England, and the nobility^ have, out of a 
pious disposition to promote the sen-ice of Wod, built and en- 
dowed cluirchejt. st-itling large revenues and privileges upon 
them, ntui fnniishing them with able pastors, who propagated 
the Catliolic faith, and proved very serviceable to the happi- 
ne»s of tlieir charg*'. And thus by care, and cultivating, the 
lord's vineyard flourished to a glorious improvement. Bat 
now to our great grief, tlie plants arc strangely altered, and the 
fniit ilegem-rated into 'wild grapes; the wild boar out of tht 
wood doth root it up, and the wild beasts of the field devour it/ 
For, to H]ioak clearly, this is the condition of our Church wider 
the premnit grievances nf provisions, which burden has new 
weight added to it by the apostolic sec. Thus the encourage 
inpiitB of religion are mispcnt ujwn unworthy perBons ; men 
that neither understand the language of the country', nor reside 
upon their benefices, and want both disposition and ability to 
discharge' their uthce : these foreigners being thus mercenary 
nn4l unqualified, the end of the priesthood is lost, and tite 
britcHt of religion grows almost insignificant. Hy this conduct 
llio clorg)', our luitivo subjects, persons nf great learning and 
probity, well qualified for the pastoral function, and who might 
be serviceable to us in our public afihirs, are discouragtMl in 
tlieir studies by desjmiring of a roosonnhlc promotion. These 
things, wo are well assured, are by no means pleasing to the 
OiviiK* Majesty. 

" We arc further to acquaint your hulinose, that uidcss 
new tueofiurce arc speedily taken, the mischief of the j>rcfleDt 
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ruanagcntcnt will make both ourselves aud our subjects ex- rnwARO 
treinely uucasy : for by these provisions the rights of patronage . "' , 
I Mn maimed, and the jurisdiction of our courts, where titles to 
■dvowBons ouglii to be tried, i-^ baffled by appeals to a foreign 
authority- : and thus we suffer both in our honour and prero- 
gative; the treasure of the country is carried off by strangers, 
and the kiiigdom is weakened and impoverished. The mis- 
chief growing thus intolerable, our subjects in parliament 
earnestly desired us to stop the course of the encroachment, 
and apply to a speedy and effectual remedy. 

** We, therefore, being sensible of the liard usage put upon 
the KngiUh Church, and the damage we sustain in our royal 
aulhurity, can no lunger be silent and aoquiescu, but think it 
our duty to address your holiness for a better regulation of 
these matters ; ynur holiness, I say, who may please to con- 
sider you are St. Peter's sueeeast)r, who had his commission 
front our Saviour, not so much to shear the sheep as to feed 
them : who was commanded to strengthen his bretliren, not to 
sink and depress them. We desire your holiness would give a 
fair consideration to the premises, and remember that people 
fere beet governed by tlteir own countrymen ; and that magis- 
trates should be chosen out of tlic society they belong to. Thus 
we read, the apostles took care not to ordain any to the holy 
function who were strangers to the language of thiise tl»ey 
were to instruct. We likewise desire your holiness to recol- 
lect how obedient our royal family, the clergy, and laity of our 
ktogdom liave hitlierlo continued to your sec ; for which belut- 
viour vre nay reasonably expect a return of paternal affection : 
and that, inHtead of loading us witli uew grievances, you would 
rvmuve the old ones, revoke these burdensome provisions. 
Iiermit patrons to enjoy the privilege of their advowsons, and 
cmthe4lrals and other places to be undtnturbed in the freedom 
of tiieir elections : which preferments used formerly to be dis- 
jiosed of by our predecessors upon a vacancy ; but aflerwards, 
at tlie itflanre and request of the ajMjstolic see, ihey granted 
Uie cliapterH and convents of witbedralu aud abF>eys the liberty 
of choosing their respective governors under certain limitations 
and conditions, which grant was likewise confirmed by the 
popes themselres. But now, by the provisions and reserva- 
ttuus of the apostolic sec, these grants and confirmations are 
perfectly defeated and set aside ; the chapters thrown out of 
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the freedom of their elections, and the conditions upon whick 
the charters were granted broken, in which case the gnoi 
beooaie& void, and our prci-op^ativc returns upon the Charcb 
in its funncr exU-nt aiid hititudc." 

And thus the letter, after j}rei3siug for spoe<lj redreeft^ coo- 
dudes nith the usual ceremony. 

Mow though ihen^ was jiiHt occasion for complaint, and the 
MMraMhinents of the court of Rt^me were intolerable, yet then 
am two mistakes in the letter, which 1 conceive neceaeary to 
obaer\-<e to tlic reader. Neither i» such a freedom to be inter> 
pwltd a d>B«gard to the memory of this great prince, si 
i thy are not to he supposed tlirougldy acquainted with 
pMMigVB in historr, or controversies ahout religion ; neither. 
upon audi occasions, do they commonly speak so much their 
own 8«np, as that of their secretaries and ministcnt. Havtui; 
ymtward this, 1 prooeod to observe, that the letter infera the 
lifjlil «C filfay noant sees and dlsix>stng of bishoprics to be in 
Um <ff««»t beoauae the cathedrals were onj;inally endowed ty 
Ihc kinp of England. Seoondly, That from the first planting 
A i%KW/tittnkj unong the Saxons in this island, tlic kingi 
tt KHq{lwiA ku« actually providetl for the vacant aeea as part 
«r llmr pnTng|ativ<&. Now, with all due respect to the letter, 
^ UmI ilf tkM* >M«irifini is a mistake in reaaonhig. and tb« 

iV'. firM^ from the foundation of hishoprics, that iS| 
■" ' ■ 'nUs an«I »>ttling revfnups upon them by the 

•<t infr^r, that tlie bisltopncft ought to come 
iHtnkft K<mia «r iiiiariv«Bt^^ and be disposed of by the Stale. 
(Vr i(; a» k«p bran praved, the Clmrch is consIitut«d inde- 
|i«MD«W4il 0^ the mti fiMremmeiit, she must llien have a right 
tJt A^HM»\tii^ her tmn (rfBoera: it being the privilege of all 
^^HywwIwH m» m ^» m haw their governors put upon them 
U> iMr tiim W MWtk a t i nft . without lying under iht.- control ol 
lAKjf Awv%>t iMlbwHy. Tlm^ for instance, the crown of 
1*^* ^ ' *■'-■ liijht to appoint oAonBtfither military or civil, 

Vl>< V ivf iViimaHc, iwr the cruwn of r>cnmar4( fur 

lh*> hiHdihtm »»*■ SmMiPti. F(w to pv» one aociety an authority 
«r ih«litim ||\»w*i>*«» ftw alK^hc^, destroys the notion of inde- 
|wiHlHm<> . I^'T i-m the admitttt^ mch a liberty, it will follow, 
thnl ttiio Norirl^ . which Ihm WMler the dnivantage of a fonngn M 
a|i|NtiitUuiMti« iM altnf^ther pmearioos in her ronstilution. * 
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it wfll be in the jwwnr of such a foreign and suporior 
^govenuncnt either to allow the depending society no governora, 
or else to ap|K>int such as shalJ be altogether unqualified and 
onjierviceable. And the next consequence is, that the depend- 
ing society niay be swallowed up by the other, and disHolvfid at 
phaaure. And tfauH, to apply thii^ reasoning, if the appointing 
bishops and ecclesiastical ofHcors lies at the disposal of the 
State, the government of the Church must do so too ; and then 
it will be in the jMwer of a humaa authority to supersede a 
divine commission ; then the civil magistrate may cancel our 
Saviour's charter to the apostles and their successors, and 
extingiiMi the profession of the Christian religion. But, 
sccondty, ^nce the Churcli is independent, and the spiritual 
power of tiie bishops not derived from the crown, I desire to 
know which way an endowment can make the ecclesiastical 
eodeiy forfeit her original privilege of choosing her own 
govcraofB! Does the settling an estate uf>on the Church 
make her lose the fundamentals of her constitution i To illus- 
trate this point by another iuKlancc. If the state of Venice 
BhouUl make a present of one of their towns to llie duke of Flo- 
rence, nobody would conclude this favour gave the Venetians a 
jurisdiction over Tuscany ; or tliat the ministers and magistracy 
nf that duchy ought to be appointed by the senate nf Venice. 
A grant, in the notion of it, supposes n translation of ri;^ht only 
on the side of the grantcr. Where right is mutually trans- 
ferred, it is a bargain, not a giA. Is there, then, any original 
contract to prove the Church resigned up her constitution to 
the State in consideration of an endowment ' Nobody can 
affirm this. Besides, if the bishops should have so far failed 
ia their trust (which they have not) as to have agreed to such 
a compact^ it would have l»een of no force. For since our 
Savionr has constituted tlie Church upon a foot of inde- 
pendency, it is not in the power of her governors to overthrow 
the divine settlement : asettlement without which the perpetuity 
of the Christian religion cannot be secured. As for the Church's 
aoaeCimes acquiescing in the nominations of the State, that is 
done upon the score of convenience, neither does it suppose her 
hured from acting otherwise when occasion shall require. 

Rpcnndly. Tlie letter sets forth that, from the first planting 
of Christianity till after the Conquest, the kings of England 
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ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY [boocti. 

STRAT- have fil)e<1 vacant bishoprics by virtue of thdr prerog^ttm. 
j^^^Cuii. ^^^ ^th siibniisfiioii, this representation is altogether nideolj 
yj— j^jj— ' matter o( fact; for from the coroinp of Augustine the motk, 
Okfiiw through several reigns of the heptarchy, the Saxon priocca, 
iJL^i^ttat^p we have seen already, did not pretend to fill the vacant sos; 
tik MLr*^ but tlie biiiho{)s were either nominated by tlie pope, the aith- 
gffgj ^ bishop of Canterbury, or chosen by the chapter : and of ihis 
ptHnfOfir we have alreaily mentioned eeverol instances iu the coune irf 

S*Vi's.'"' '^^'^ ^^^^^ J^"" '*'*■'* *** ' parliament held at WeetminatM', 

M. IK. upon the quiiidciies uf the holy Trinity. And here, as we ate 

* " informed by tlie preamble of the statute, the clergy granted the 

lung a triennial dianie, or tenth, for supiwrting him in his war 

against France : nc may likewise nbeene somethiug of the 

diatinct powers of the two provinces of Canterbury luid York: 

for the |>rovinco of Canterbury agreed to pay their Hubudy at the 

feasta of the purification of our Lady, and of St. Baniahas the 

Apostle: but the days of j)aymcnt for the province of York were, 

the feaste of St. Luke, and the nativity of St. John Ifa^tist. 

A «(.»f«i« To proceed : in consideration of this aid, the liberties of the 

/am^ifap Church were further explained and cnnfinned by act of [larlia* 

**•»• nient. I sliall mention aome part of the statute, which runft 

thus : — 

^rdtwifi " ^"^ *^ '"^ '**** cause, in maintenance of the estate of 
Ay Oion/;- holy Church, and in ease of the said prelate»s and all the dei^ 
HSJ^'a of England, by the assent of the great men and of the oom- 
P^ muus, do grant of (tur good grace, the things under written: 

tliat is to say, if any clerk be arraigned before our justices it 
our suit, or at the suit of the party, and the clerk holdeth him 
to his clergy, all{^ng that he ought not before them thereupon 
answer ; and if au)' man for us. or for tlw same party, nuikes 
a suggestion that he Iwth nuLrried two wives, or one widow, 
that upon the same, the justices &liall not have the cognizance 
nor power to try Uie l>igamy by inquest, or in other manner; 
boi it shall be sent to the upirituiil court, as Iiath been done in 
linw* (ksat in cast of bastardy, and till the certificate be made 
by the ordinary, tJie party in whom the bigamy is alleged by 
tlie words aforesaid, or in other manner, shall abide in prison, 
if lie be not mainpernable." 




main, be iiufteached upon the same before our justices, and .^"^Ti 
they show our charter of license and process thereupon made -lorimuM 
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b)* an inquest of ^ad quod damnum/ or of our grace, or hy juc/tarptd 
fine, they sliall be freely let in peace, witlmut being further I'^^J^JJJJ^-, 
impeached for the same purcliaae.'^ 



i»ff lit! Uif^'i 
timue. 
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" Item. That no prohibitions shall be awarded out of the /'nJtiMn 
Chancery but in case where uc have the cognizance, and of 
right oDglit to have/* 
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" Item. Whereas comniisaion be newly made to divers Tfmftmvi 
justices, that they shall make inquiries upon judgi-s of holy •^^'JJJJ^'' 
Church, whether they have made just process, or excessive, m^P"^, 
cmnseo testamentar)- and other, which mitonoUAJy pertaineth ^?irimiU 
to the cognizance of holy Church, the said justices have-'rAo'" 
inqaired and cnuMwl to bo indicted judges of holy Church, in 
bleniishing of the franchise of holy Church ; tliat such com- 
miancos be repealed, and from henceforth defended. Saving 
the article in Eyre, such as ought to be.** large. 

The seventh and last chapter cnacta, that no "scire facias" Sril^J,!*^; 
ehall be awarded to warn a clerk to answer for his tithes, which r»»lioo'« 

, Statute*, 

J shall not repeat at largo. m. us. 

This statute, we see, is plainly made in favour of the clergj* : /n cute of a 
it is a provwion to secure the ecclesiastical jurisdiction^ '*"^>™£^ 
prerent the encroachment of the secular courts. Now, sup- '-^"r^mtia 
posing there happens a di8[tute about the ineainiig of tliis .iwrf^at/M- 
Statotp ; who is to expound the law, and settle the nense for ^ ^^li, 
imctioe in this case \ Sir Edwanl Coko informs ns, the clergy tytUmrenf 
claimed the pririlegc of interpreting all statute laws concerning Otddt^t. 
the clergy: but tliat it was resolved by all (ho judges ofSmV^t 
En^and, that the interpretation of all statutes, eunceniing the '^ '"'- ^'^- 
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clergy, beinfr parcel of the laws of the realm, do belong to tbe 
judges of the common law. Thus far Sir Edward Ciike. 

But if we examine the reason upou vvliicli the resolution of 
the judges is grounded, we shall find that disputes of this kind 
arc not to be determined b)- cither party : fur, as Sir Edwvtl 
Coke report* from the justices and barons of the Exchequer; 
" if the ecclesiastieal judges shall have the detenninatioD of 
what tilings they shall have cognizance, and that all that appen- 
tiiins to tlieir jurisdiction which they sliall allow to lliemselns, 
they will make nu difficulty 'ampliare junHdictiuuemmiamr that 
is, they will make no difficulty to enlarge their jiiriadiction." 

Now aro tlie ecclesiastical judges more liable than the tenh 
poral to exceed tlieir limits, and extend their jurisdiction f 
Are they subject to a greater bias in their conduct than other 
ntagi»tnitcs ! Nobody can fairly say that. On the cont 
St. Germain, a great lawyer, gives them a com[iamttvo ad 
tage. He tells us Uie adminii^tratiuD of the goods of 
intestate was committed to the blsliops, and not to the sec 
courts, bocauso tlie law supposed the clergy better fenced 
against temptation than the laity. 

However, to set both sidca upon n level as to this matter: 
we will suppose both the ecclcsiAsttcal and temporal courts 
liable to the same degrees of self-love and ambition ; and 
botli of them in gome measure subject to the imprcssioDs uf 
interesl. Now the case standing thus, tbcy arc neither of 
tliom, by the re»dulion of the judges, Ht to be trusted with 
the deciding a question, in which themselves are so newly 
cimce-med. For the regards of protlt or power may sometimM 
surprise their understandings, and mi.s1ead them to declare in 
favour of their own advantage : or, as the judges express H, 
they may be tempted " ampliaro juriscHctionem suam.^ And 
therefore, when a dispute arises between the two courts, eccle- 
(unstical and civil, alxmt jurisdiction, and extent of privilege; 
when titis happens, the controvert* ought to be carried to a 
thir<l seat of justice; and be i-eferred to indifferent persons, 
who may be reasonably supposed more fixje from any bias of 
partiality and interest: and for this equitable expedient, the 
clerg)' moved in the reign of king Henry VI. Bat of this no 
more at present. 

Furtlier, since this act before ua, that uf " circutuspecte 
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agatm,*' aiid otbera, were made on purpose to secure the fran- 
duBPs of the Church, and fix a bamcr between the courts 
tcmpnral and Christian; since this is the case, I desire to know 
whether the legislature ever luteudcd to make the temporal 
courta tJie sovereign judges uf a controversy of this nature i 
Are not the acta before ua, I say, made on purpose to restraio 
the exceeses of the temporal courts? How then can we sup- 
pose the law designed to give them the unusual privilege of 
judging in their own cause, and determining the extent of 
their jurisdiction t Docs not this mippositton put it into the 
power of tlie temporal judges to expound away the meaning, 
and defeat the aim and intent of these statutes f In sliort, if 
the temporal courts are to over-rule all controversies, though 

»iD their own cause, does not this privilege put it in their jmwer 
lo disappoint the proviuons of parliament i To extinguish 
the juriadirtion of the Church, and make |»art of tlie constitu- 
tion insignificant .' Hut 1 put these things by way of question, 
and determine notliing. 

1 shall now proceed, and give a brief recital of some remark- 
able occarrence» in the State. In the beginning of this reign, 
Edward, son of John Balliol, late king of Scotland, put up his 
claim to that crown, against David, son of Robert Bruce. In 
this dispute, Dalliol, by the assistance of the Knghsh, succeeded 
it the Uruceau jiarty, and was crowned king at Scone, on 
twenty-fifth of Augiwt, 133'2. And in tlio second year of 
his reign, he swore fealty and did homage to king Edward for 
tlie realm of Scotland. 

Not long after, king David s interest revived, and overtopped 
his competitor. And now the troops, in the service of this 
prince, held out I$erwick against the Kitglisli. This town king 
Kdward demanded upon a double title, by a grant of Edward 
Balliol, as well as by a prior right of his own. The king there- 
fore being refused in his demands, marched against the Scots, 
cltaT;ged them at Hmitingmoor. near Ilerwick. where they were 
rosted, aa some say, with the loss of forty thousand men. After 
this defeat the town and castle surrendered to the 1-ingIisli. 

The next year, king Edward entered Scotland, ravaged the 
country in a terrible manner, and met with no resistance. At 
iMt the Scots were forced to submit to a treaty, which was 
concluded at St. JohiiBtouns, on the eiglitcenth of August, in 
the year of our Lord 1336. 
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On the first of November rollowinjE;. kin;^ David, witb Uu 
advice and consent of the throe estates in a pariiameut it< 
Edinburgh, owned the sovereignty of the crown of Eugland owr 
the kingdom of Scotland, and by a public insLnunfnit declared 
himself and hia heirs and aucoessora, feudatorio» to Edward III. 
kini^ of England, for the kingdom of ScotUnd ; noiwitliBtaiidiiig 
all manner of releaaes, reroiauons, diachargos, or aequitUb 
what90cvor, made by any king or kings of England to UmpH 
contrary. 

Nolwiilmtanding all this homage and acknowledgment, the 
Scota, taking advantage of king Edward's abeence, entend 
England in n hn-^tile manner, and burnt Carlisle and r$evend 
other towns. The Scottish army was cummanded by \\'iUiani 
Douglas, and is said to have been thirty thousand strong. 
However, tliis fonnidabic enemy did not dtscourage John« 
biahop of Carlisle, Sir Tliomaa Lucy, and Sir Robert Ogle, fi 
venturing u Ijultle at gri^at diuadvaiilage of numlieni. In shurlf 
tho EngliKh straitening the ScuLs in their quarters, and disturb- 
ing their forage, obliged Uiem to fight ; and after a warm dispoto, 
gave them a total defeat, and took a great many priaonere. 

The truce between England and France being brokidD b/ 
king Philip^s surprising twelve Breton lonls, and bebeadinj 
them without trijd : the truce being thus broken I say, the war 
broke out afresh : for now, Henry, carl of Derby, marobtug 
from lloi'deanx. took tlie Held, overran all the upper Gaecoay,' 
and made himself master of several towns and co&tlcs. 

I'lMin this success, he marched back to Uordeaux ; and 
anon aiU'r, understanding the earl de Lisle was set down before 
Aul«'i*oclie, he cam(^ to the relief of that place : and here, being 
only u thousand strong, he raisetl tlie siege, defeated the French 
anuy which consisted of ten thousand, took their gcucral, ftad 
iiIhiuI ten earls and viscounts prisoners. After this victoiy, 
UwicgiMl De k Ucole, Angoulcsmc, and several other to 
without nmch dIRieully. 

The noxt year, in the beginning of June, king Edward, 
Lho Black Prince, his eld<wt non, embarked for France: the 
Hocl oofuistcd of two hundred sail, and the forces on board 
wcro four thousand men al arms, and about twenty thotteaad 
fuot. The king is wud to have held an intelligence with aevenl 
of the great men of France. Geoffrey, brother of the oari of 
Harcour, a nobleman of considerable interest in Normandy, 
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[iwnng loet tbe favour nf king Philip, retired into England, fdward 

land went in the expedition. * ^ ^ 

And now the winds proving crofta for Ouiennc, where the 
intended to land, Ueoffrey jK^reuadcd him to drop his first 
uc, and set sail for Normatid)\ Thi^ii advice being ai>- 
prored, the forces debarked at La Hogue, the king designing to 
Durch tliruu^h Nonnandy and Pjcardy, and join the Flemings. 
At his first setting forward, he took Carentan, St. Lo, Valongnea, 
and I larfleur, and soon after defeated twenty thousand men, com- piJi^f^j" 
nianded by the count dc Tankcr\'illc, and took Caen by storm. Vuimi. 

Fn)nt lience, the kiug marching by the bishoprics of Litiieux 
and ETretu^ overran and ravaged the country all along the 
Seine, up to Paris, encamped at Pois^, and from thence sent 
Philip a challenge to fight him under the wails of the Louvre : 
aod being apprehensive he might bo enclosed between the 
rivera Seine and Oyse, be decamped, and passed into Beauvaisis, 
with a design to retire into the county of Ponthieu. 

Philip being enraged to see the enemy in the heart of 
Fnuice, and the country thus miserably harassed, follows the 
English with great eagentesa to fight them before they could 
paae the Sonmie. King Eilnard having passed this river at 
the ford of Ulanque Taque, eocamfwd at Creasy, and the next 
day Philip came up to Abbeville, within three leagues of the 
floemy. The French were not less tlian a hundred thousand 
men effective, atid therefore, had king Philip managed the advan- 
tage with temper, he might easily have enclosed tlie English, 
and cut off their pronsions in a few days. But being ini[>aticnt 
of delay, and depending upon tlio superiority of his numbers, he 
came up to Cressy the next day and attacked the enemy. 

These hasty motions, and especially the three leagues* march 
on the day of battle, fatigued the French troops, and made 
them charge with disadvantage. On the other side, the 
Elngtish were fresh, and being safe in nothing but a victory, A(i|tu*i 

made them fight with greater resolution. The kings ^^uiA« 
were about thirty thousand. The vanguard was com- fi"^ *' 
by the prince ; tlie second division by the earls of 
Araodd and Nortliampton ; and tlte rear by the king. At 
the beginning nf the fight, the Genoese, the best part of 
Philip's infantry, did no execution, their cross-bow-strings being 
nude uascrviccable by a shower. This ausfortunu made them 
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flnriii MtliiT cnuntn of the b«0t qaafitT 

King li^ilward, am he began tbe fi^tt «kh a 
til UtHi Almighty, contipaeJ the wmanttr^imm dhperitiapaftef 
the iiu(KM-«M, mil] (irditred a thankagmog n iheuBj. Aad the 
iM-kt day (tending out a body to dia e o Tar'the e oo Jit iiM of tbe 
viiKiMy, Ihoy mot great roinforccments, 
(if ()iii tiMtlli', were ciiining up to the French eanp: thfJW ' 
drfi'UlHl liy l\w Kngli)tli: and oome aiy Ibe Frendi bat 
im^n llnin Nurpriwd in piirliis, than io the field of battle. 

'\'\\\n gnrnt viutory wau quickly foUuwed with another no 
rt(M«id(<ruhlu ngniMt the Scots. The kii^ and tbe Bower of 
thii IChulinh U-ing in France, king David Hruce made me ef 
Iho 4i|ipMrliiiiity, nitd rnt4-n'd Kngland with an army ofafaoiit 
thrwwoiv thiiUNUtd men. And here, the Scota, who expeeted 
in maitih wltltuiit nwidtanco, and hnnwvt the country at tbetr 
pluiuurd, ut<r(> much iliHappointiHl ; for Witliain, archbiabop of 
Vnrk, ThunuiM, hiiihnp uf Durlmmi the lords Fcrcy. Nenfl* 
lUyMi^itiirt, &'c. lovicU a body of fcroopa, and being enoomgvd 
lt> the t|iiin*u »h() wna there in person, charged tbe Scots near 
Ihll'tniHi, liilifil Itn^Hin tliouHiind^ and gave tltem a total defeat. 
Iti lliii Imilln, king David, tlio nrchhtMhop of St. Andrew's, the 
wirU iif l-'ift'. Muntt'tth, Murniy, Sutherland, lord Donglaa, and 
: ti iif ipuility wrrt' taken prisoners. This victory was 
^...it, tl on H(. l.nkr'M vvi\ ul>()ut six wit'ks aft*»r that of Oressy. 
King KdwardV fttrct^v wi-n- likrwino proaprroua this year in 
rid- iM'tKlihunrhiMia ofOuiinne under the earl of Devby, and in 
JhulaguK niiilur the ctunnuind nf Sir Thomas Dagworth. 

Aft»»i- Ihi) Itfttllo of CruMty, king Ivdwnrd, passing by Amiens 
)M)d Ahliovillr, ant duwn Iwforc Cabua, and taking it after 
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almoet a yearV wepe, turned out the French hurghers, and 
planted it witlt a colony of English. 

To return to the Church : this year, W'iUiam Occam, the 
famous fichooloiau, died nt Colojrne : hu was an Euglislmiau, of 
the order of St. Francis. He was bred imder Julin Duos 
Scotua, though aflenvards he struck out into oppodte notions, 
and pi"oved a pT*y»t anta^oniat to his master : for Occam set up 
tlic didtinctioa uf the Nominalists agoinsts the Realists, uf which 
Duos Scolus was the head. Occam was a person both of singu- 
larity and spirit, oud is said to have been so liardy as to appear 
against the ct^nsure upon the Fralricelli pronounced by jxipe 
John XXII.; and when several Kuglish divines travelled to 
Avignon upt)n this nccaainn, and challenged Occam to a di.HpntCi 
he declined the liazard of the contest; he afterwards deserted 
to Peter C'orbario the antipope, whom the emperor Lewis of 
Bavaria endeavoured tu set up. This siding with a competitor 
for tliu papal chair drew an excommunication u[>ou him : but 
this censure made little impression : for afterwards he WTote a 
Look in defence of Lewis of Bavaria, and asserted the emperor's 
authority superior to the pope's. lie used frequently to tell 
the emperor, tliat " if he would protect him with his sword, he 
would make him a return with his pen, and justify his majesty 
in the controversy." By this stomach and stifftiess, he con- 
tinued excommunicated. lie wrote several tracts mentioned 
by ViXA, who gives him the character of a very learned pluloeo- 
plier and divine. 

The next year, Stratford, archbishop of Canterbury, departed 
this life at Magfcid, upon tlie eve of St. Bartholomew. This 
preUie, in the general defection against Edward lU held firm 
to tlie crown. And therefore, the story of his drawing the 
deposing articles was, without doubt, no better than a calumny, 
raised by Orlton, bishop of Hereford, to give a colour to his 
own treason : indeed tliis ()rlton was so notorious a rebel, that 
there ia Httle credit to be given Ui his testimony ; especi:dly 
aiooe we find him convicted of falsehood in the House of I^ords 
in another case : he charged archbishop Stratford with advising 
the kiiig to do homage to Philip of France ; and that Strat- 
ford suggested these measures without consulting the j>rivy 
council. But these depositions were fidly disproved, and evi- 
deiicc produced tliat the archbishop kitew nothing of the matter. 
To conclude this archbishop's life, he was remarkably charitable. 
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UPFOKD, and used tu give every day money and profii ww to 
Aycmi. c^j^y iKjopIu with his own hand ; besides the other cfaaritka fas 
tJie remains nf his tabic : tu which we may add large dMnfaa- 
tionfi of money sent to poor women lying in, and. oibcr wSfgaiA 
persons. He was likewise arery gentle, good-nauired gnfOMr. 
and chose rather to relax a little in the canon, than eotiK ta 
the extremities of discipline. lie was bom at Stratfiird ia 
Warwieksliire, where he built a stately collegiate church. He 
waa a prelate of learning, and thorunghly aetjuainttfd with ibt 
canon and civil law. He sat thirteen years, six moothB, aai 
some odd weeks ; and was buried in Christ's Chnrrh, Canter* 
bury. The king was in France when Stratford died ; hot tkni 
arclibishop had put the administratioD into so good m method, 
Amlq.Brii. that, the state suHennl nothing by the king's absence. 

Upon the death of Stratford, the prior and conTent of Can- 
terbury elected Thomas Uradwardiu, doctor in di^'inity ind 
562. oonfesaor to the king ; but the king being mone inclined (o 
prefer John Uflbrd, wrote to the pope to take no notice of tbe 
monks* election, and bestow the archbishopric upon Cflbcd 
by way of provision. The pope, pleased with this AppUeatitn, 
gratified the king immediately, declared L'fford arehbisfao|> of 
Canterbury, and made him an unusual grant of favonr and 
privilege in his jurisdiction. This Ufford was w>n to the earl 
of Suffolk, commenced doctor of civil and canon law at Oun- 
bridge, and was afterwards preferre*! to the deanery of Lincoln. 
And being thus nobly extracted, and a person of elocution and 
learning in the law, the king brought him to the council -board, 
and made him lord ctiaocellur. liiit he enjoyed theae honour- 
able stations but a short time. And here, Ilirehinton rulatea 
that a plague broke out just after Christmas in the year I34S, 
IWm*. and continued till the end of May, I34». Now this mortality 
*wtoi»2i^ happening betwLtn the time of U fiord's being declared arcb- 
•~' bishop, and his death, which was not full seven months, it seems 
to follow, that the computation of the year was altered from 
Christmas to our Lady-day. As tu the plague, it was very terri- 
ble, and swept away almost half the people, insomuch that the 
Uving could scarce bury the dead. Walsingham makes a vwy 
tragical relation of this calamity, report* tliat populous towns 
wore in a manner uninhabited ; and that, in some monaat«riea, 
not above two of twenty monk« cHca|ied. This mortality 
reduced the priests to a small number, and made IbuM uuwjiied 
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liv the infection retire from their cures, iiisomucli* Uiat a great EDWARD 
many parialu« Iiad nobody to ofRciale. « ' . » 

Cfford, who wag elect of Cantprbury during this visitatinn, i'jfbrdtiki 
died upon the seventh of June, before consecration or receiving tn^km*^ 
the pa]l : the sickness, in all likelihood, hindering the com- 
pleting hi« eliaracter. 

This mortality gave occasion to the foundation oftheCharter- 
houae. The founder of this nionast«i-y was Sir Walter de 
Manny, a military gentleman of great reputation, bom in the 
diocese of Cambray. He was iirut banneret, and afterwarda 
nude knight of the garter. Thia year, Sir Walter purchased 
ft piece of ground near St. JohnVstrcet, called Spittle-croft, 
Hithout the bars of West Sniithfield. Tills ground containing 
about thirteen acres, waa enclosed by this gentleman, and 
coosecnit^ by Ralph Stratford. biHliopof London. The tlcHign 
of it was to serve for a burying-place : and accordingly in tiie 
)*ear following, as appears from an old inscription, there were 
more than 50,000 persons buried there. In this place, not 
long after. Sir Walter built a chapel, where offerings were 
made, and masses said for the deceased. And in the y^Af fu^c;^ of 
1371, he founded a house of Carthusian monks, in which year i^niion- 
he died, and was buried in this monaatery. MonMtKoi. 

Upon the death ofUflbrd, the monks of Canterbury con- «. d. i.'us. 
tinned their regards for IJradwardin, and elected him for their *""" 
archbishop a Hccund time. The [Kipe knowing nothing of theiie 
proceedings, pitched ii[ton the same pei'son, so that now Brad- 
wardin had a double title for his promotion. He travelled soon 
after his election to Avignon, where he was confirmed and 
consecrated by pope Clement Vi. Dradwardin being a person BnAnnim 
of great humility, and not affecting an appearance, one cardinal ^iM^^ 
Hugo, a kinsman of the poiJc's, endeavoured to make iiim a ^^JJ**^''* 
jest. To this puq)08c, he had a peasant brought into the ncmifi. 
public room Ufwn an ass to beg the archbishopric of (^ter- 
bury : but instead of doing Bradwardin any disservice, he was 
well rebuked fur his vanity and folly. The arclibisliop, u\mn liia 
return into Kngland, had the tempuralitiei) restored, and died m\%\. s^r. 
soon after upon the Sfith of Augnat. r^iB. 

This prelate was Imrn at Haitfield in Sussex, and bred at 
Oxford, where he commenced doctor in divinity. He was an 
cmiDeat philosopher and mathematician, and so learned a 
divine, tliat ho was conunonly called " doctor prufundiiK."^ Ho 
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ISLTP. was no less remarkable for probity and Btrictneos of life ; lor 
_ Aby.CtiiL ,yj,j(.j, reason arclihisliop .Stratford reoommeDded him far the 
^*T<ir* direction of the king's conscience. Thia office be DMUnpd 
tmiaUs with frrcai integrity and coura^f aolicttfd for do prefcrnwnt 
either in Church or State, and was constantly with the koQ id 
the campaign. And when he perceived the kingV nunaganeot 
indcfeiiaible, and that the measures of conscienoe were noi «reD 
punuied, he used to put him in mind of his duty with ffftat 
freedom : but then the manner vas ordered with such iooffim- 
anrenesB and discretion, tliat the reroonatranoe was never ill 
taken. licsides these private admiimtions, he oacd to pnwck 
frequently before the army, persuading thom to make a good- 
natured use of their victories, nut to be elated upon their ex- 
ploits againnt the enemy, but attribute their Hucceas to the 
bleaain^ of God Almighty; and by tliese dtscoumes, he restruwd 
tlie aoldiers from those excesses which are commonly the cdii- 
sequence of conquest : insomuch, that many people were of 
opinion, the pi-ogress of the king's arms was in a great measuw 
owing to the conduct and piety of Dradwardin. lie was so 
remote from any inclination to preferment, that when he heard 
tlh; pojie had ect aside his first election, he was not in the least 
disconcerted at it. And when the king was blamed for reoom- 
nuending UfTord, and preventing Ilradvvnrdin''s proaiotioik Iw 
excused hiniftelf, and replied, that he could by no means part 
wHh so worthy a confessor, and that he was eensible the 
miasing the archbishopric would be no disappointment to Brad- 
wardin. 

This archbishop, besides several performances in gei>metry 

.153. and divinity, wrote a famous tract against the Pelagiana* 

BriSl'I; t-utilult^, "Be Causa Dei, vel de Virtute Dei Causa C^u- 

BnilvrmnUn Sarum." 

iiUiiL Aii^i. L'pon the vacancy of the see, Simon Islip was elected by the 
• •■' ' monks of Canterbur)-, who were well assured their choice would 
not be disliked at court. Hut the pope, who lovwl to be ex- 
ercising his pretended plenitude of power, overlooked the 
monks' election, and sent a bull to declare lalip archbishop of 
Cant«rbmy : by virtue of which pajNU provision, he was con- 
aeOTated at St. PaulV, Li.ndon, in December following. Th» 
Ishp, before hia coming to the see of Canterburj, had gone 
througl, several promotions in Cfmrch and State. For after 
his quitting Mcrton OoUege in Oxfurd, he was firKt made pr*- 
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faendary of St. Paul's ; then dean of the Arches to archbishop Edward 

StTBtford. Afler«arda he was made privy counsellor, secre- » ^ t 

taiT of state, and keeper of the privy seal to king Edward 111. 
TTpon this advantajre of cround he stood when he wtw preferred Amiquh. 
to the arcnbisnopnc. uii|. 

Upon his receiving the pall, he went privately to Canterbury, Arvu.iAtp 
to prevent the expense of a public instalaicnt. For he wfts a ^, "/^ 
prelat4> of preat fruc;ality, and far from affecting the figure of ** *'*^ 
a splendid table. He is somewhat blamed for the Reverity of* 
his temper, and for carrying the exercise of discipline to the 
stretch of the canons. The turning a great many clerks out 
of tlieir livings at his first visitation, made him somewliat un- 
popular. TlicBe instances of rigour alanned John Symnwell, 
bishop of Lincoln, to that degree, that he was glad to ptir- 
cliase an extmiption of the pope from Islip's juristlicrtion. But 
this expedient signified little, the privilege being afterwards 
revoked at the archbishop's application. ibi.i. 

The next year the archbishop and his siiftnigans petitioned a, a. iisft. 
for a redress of grievances, at a pailiamcnt held at Westminster, 
and procured a statute in their favour. 

By this act, all t)ie privileges mul franchises granted formerly 
to the clergy, arc confirmed in all points. And to mention 

Mae particulars: "It is provided, that when the king pTG-AgMM/»m 
aeots to a benefice in another's right, his title shall be ex-'STSI^. 
uaincd. AU clerks convicted uf any treasons or felonies, not 
touching the king, were to be delivered to their ordinaries. 
A oterk was to be arraigned before secuLnr judges of all his 
offinnees at once, or otherwise delivered to the ordinary. Tho 
tcmpomlities of bishops were not to be seized into the king^a 
liaods for a contempt upon writs of Square non admisit,^ and 
other preteoces. But in such cases, the courts arc to be satis- 
fied with a reasanablf fine. Further, by this act, tlie ordinary 
is allowed to counter-plead the king^s title for a benefice fallen 
to him by lapse. And whereas it was complained, that the 
aacular juiiticca do accroach to them cognizance of voidance of 
benefices, which cognizance, and the discussing thereof, per- 
taineth to the judges uf holy Church, and nnt to the lay judge ; 
it is eoaoted, that the said justices shall from henceforth re- 
ceive such challengea made by any prelate of holy Church in 
this bolialf, and moreover thereof shall do right and reaaoii. 
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And, lasUj, it is proTided, that indirtnients of ordimries, or 
their ministers, for extortion must be put in cert»int}- ;" thtt 
is, the circumstances of the otTence muat be declared, and \he 
niatt«r aud maimer particularly 8{)Ccifi(Kl. 

After the passing of this act, the archbishop, with the coo- 
scnt of hiit aufTragans, publiidietl a coiistitutiua to punish iboBe 
clerks severely wlio liad been delivered over to tJie ordinaf}- fbr 
crimes against the state. It se«ns the bishops liad compliiiKd 
tliat the secular judges liad exceeded their commission, lio- 
lated tlie privileges of tlie Church, and made no acruple b> 
condemn and execute priests, who were exempt from tiieir 
jurisdiction : to this remonstrance it was replied, that the 
clergy were encouraged to commit disorders npon the strengUi 
of tlicir privilege : that when they were convicted of any grctt 
crimes by due jirocess of law, and delivered to their ordinuia 
u|>on demand, they were treated so favourably under the cai- 
tody of the prelates, eat and drank so well, that tlie gaol vni 
rather a place of entertainment than discipline. Thus, bj eue 
and plenty, the nialefactoi-s grew more hardy and licentious; 
and by being negligently guarded, aotnotimes made thcK 
oacape. It was further objected, that very scandalous clerks, 
whose crimes were notoriously evident, were too gently i 
in their puigations, and discliar^red sumetimes u[>on a slender 
aud inuufKeient defeiieo : and that by these methods of par- 
tiality and connivance, the criminals grew worse under t 
correction of the Chui-ch, and others of that order wrre eneou 
rnged to niislwhave themselves, to the great disturbance of tl» 
kingdom. The archbishop and his suflVagans. therefore, 
silence this complaint, and prevent such disorders for t 
future, published a constitution that those clerks who had 
eonricted of any capital offence should suifer peii»etual impri- 
sonment in the bi»hn|rs gaol, and never be restored to their 
former station and employment ; that they should be k 
iniih'r a constant and rigorous penance. Tlmt ujton evi 
Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday, they should be fed with 
nothing but coarse bread and water; and upon other daysi, 
their dirt was to Ik? only bread and the smallest beer, excepting 
some little indulgence for Sundays, when they were allowed to 
eat pnlw ; neither were they to receive any charities from their 
friends to amend their commons, nor were they ever to Iw per- 
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nutted to make their pnii^Ation. Something of this kind hail koward 
fomipriv heen settled by archbishop IJoniface, by whoso eon- ^' • 
atiiutiuna those clerka who relapsed after discipline, proved '^^'^• 
iDCorrigiUe. and had been guilty of felony, were coniined during i v m. 15. 
life in the biMhop's prison. '''33T"*' 

The remonstrances against the encroachments of the court ti^ ttaimtr 
of Rome pro\-ing ineffectual, the English thought it necessary "/r**^***"' 
to do themselves justice. And thus, at the instance of the 
lords and commons, the king was prevailed with to pass t)ie 
statute of provisors. By this act, " In case the po[M; collated 
to any archbishopric, bishopric, dignity, or other benefice in 
cbstarbanrc of free elections, collations, or presentations : the 
collation to such dignity or l>encfices was to escheat to the 
crown, and the king and his heirs were to dispose of such prc- 
fettneuts for one turn. And if any persons should proeuro 
retecrakiooa and provisions from the pope in dinturl^aiice of 
ftve deetions, or of the presentees of the king, or other patrons, 
that thoD the said provisors, their procurators and notaries, 
shall be attached by their body, aud brought in to answer. 
And in case they were convicted, they were to abide in prison 
tin they luu] made fine and ransom to the king at his will, 
and gree to the party that shall feel liiinF^'If grieved. They 
were likewise to make full renunciation, and Hnd sufticient surety 
not to attempt such things in time to come, nor sue any pro* 
eeas against any man in the court of Rome, nor in any part 
elsewhere, for any such imprisonments or renunciations.'' 25 ejw. 3. 

This act is assigned by the statute-book to the year 13ti0. 

After the recess of tliis parliament, the old controversy Tk^diMfimu 
between the archbishops of Canterbury and York, .ibout car- ^'rt^I^^, 
lying the crnss erected, was compromised and refeiTed to the ?^f^ 4- 
king. His highness put an end to the dispute upon the terms »m>>fc^tii- 
following, viz.: that both the archbishops tshould carry the ror/'"^ 
croAB in each other's provuiee as they thought fit : but then, to 
secure the primary and privilege of the see of Canterbury, the 
archbishops of York were obliged, within two months aflor 
their coming into the province of Canterbury, to send their 
near-general, or some other person of condition, tu the cathe* 
drml of Canterbury with the present of a gidden figurc worth 
filHy pownda, or some other jewel of ef]ual value : the figure 
WW to repn^ent an archbishop with a cross in his hand. This, 
and wjnie other circumstances of precedence, bemg decided by 
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the )(ii% wore Aftcrwarda confirmed bj pofe iBDoeeni VL 

mive<.HHle(l CIcmivnt. 

TliiN ycnr, Willimn EHendon. bUup oT Wioel 
\y\n\ trpMuifr, undeavoured to nfiew tlie cjcimn a er ty « 
itUcraliun or the moneys and pemaded the Idag lo coin grcati 
Ami twoprnnit, with nn under propoitioa of nufglii wiUiiHpeet 
(o th<> Mhilliiig. ThiK pnM!oUunt wm aftcrwBrds lblloired.aaid 
Uif coin diminUhcd by degrees: insomuch, liiat imr pound 
nilvrr in imw Hiink Iwo-th'irds of what it n-eigfaed in the 
itin}( of tlitH prince H reigii. 

About two VfiirK forward there happened a qaarrel between 
\\w MhoUra and townttinun at Oxford. In this dnpate aarenl 
n\tro killt'il on both nidea, and at last the burgbeis gettiqg the 
l)olir>r, tho iuiivc>rHity niim were tbiven out of the towD. Upon 
tliU, i\w hthliop of Ijncnhi, the dtocejian of Oxford, pot the 
v\{\ wmW'T an intertUct; but he thought fit, aoon after, to relax 
w>uio |vir( of thtd censure, and only command the parifth priests 
Irt Htop liiviiw ftoniw, if any of the burghers of Oxford came_ 
into (ho churi'li, imd not to proceed till they went out. TIi 
puniMlmiiMtl Wxuf nut thought Hufhcient by the archbishop, 
pul ihont under on oxctmimunication. 

TItv l^iug, iH'ing infiiniittl the atrholars were dtaperaedi, 
ihnl I'lltii'ntioM and loBniinj; wore likHy to enffpr, undertook tl 
umttoi hiniM'tf, and liad thi< cannc brought to the ciunoil-l 
I'pou ihi' Itoaring of both sides, tho townsmen were cast, 
ilu" m'hnlni-H pJinlimoi) their shnro of misbehaviour, upon 
tiuii tlmy would rv-turn to the university. And to make 
UttHfaotion. ai»d pnnont such ill-uaiige for the future, 
towiiftnu-n wcrv obliginl to pay the HcholarH two hundred 
liRy |H>undi« ; null lM)U«d under a great |>ena]ty not to 
them for i\w future. And for a fiirtlior mortification, tlie king 
put the gttvoninient of the town into tlio hands of the 
cellor of tlte univornity. Ami besides this fine, and check 
juriMliction, the sehobint Iwd the privilege given them of 
the townamon in tht* vjce-ohancellor'B court. 

Th» year tlie statute of premuniro was made, at a 
mcnl hold at Wi>8i minster immediately after the feaat of S< 
Matthew. The preamble seta forth. "That grievous ant 
danioroufl eomplainta had been made by the great men and 
commonft, that divcra of the people were drawn out of tjje rwdm 
10 answer of thingR whereof Uie cognixancc pertains to tJie 
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kiDg^s court ; and also that the judgments jpven in the same 
court, were iwpeaeheJ in auotiier court, in prejudice and dis- 
herison of the king, and all the people of hia realm, and to the 
undoing- and destruction of the common law : it ts Uierefore 
enacted that nil jwople of the kings ligeance which shall draw 
any out of the realm in pica whereof the cognizance pertains to 
the king's court, or of things ^v)le^eof judgments arc given in 
the kiug*B court, tUiall liavo two inontlifi' warning*; given them 
to appear in the king^g courta to answer the contempt. And 
provided they do not appear in their proper person to he at 
the law itithin the time appointed, they, their procurators, their 
attorneys, &c. shall, from that day forth be put out of the 
king's protection, and their lands, goods, and chattels forfeited 
to tiie king, and their Inidies imprisoned and nuisunied at the 
king's will." 

It seems plain, both by the preamble, and enacting part of 
this statute, tliat the )>enalty of premunire was intended only 
against those who should draw causes of property into foreign 
courta, and apply to the see uf Kome for justice. And that 
the law did not design to point the forfeiture upon the eccle- 
aiastical courts within Uie kingdom, may be reasonably inferred, 
Brat, because they are not mentioned as any part of the griev- 
ance : and secondly, because tiiere was a remedy prior to this 
art, in prohibitions, to prevent their encroachment upon the 
temporal courts. 

The next year, Innocent VI. directed a bull to Jslip for the 
more aolemu obsen-atJon of the anniverear)- of Augustin, the 
firet archbishop of ('antc^rbury : the pope takes notice this 
festival was but slenderly kept before, and orders divine service 
be performed " sub duplici officio,^ and that work and 
■ness should be forborne upon that day. 

This year, William Bateman, bishop of Norwich, departed 
thi» life. He was born at Norwich, and bred at Cambridge, 
where be commencofl doctor of civil law. He was afterwards 
archdeacon of Norwich, and auditor of the rota. He was 
nnanimoualy elected by the monks of the cathedral, in the year 
]343. He procured a bull from Clement VI. to aimex the 
first-fruita of all vacant benefices of his diocese to his see : 
which privilege had been contested with hhn for some time. 
He founded and endowed Trinity-hall, in Cambridge; and 
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Rirtholomew Cotton innkes him the founder of GonvU-hftll . 
tliough others will have it that he only pcreuaded Dr. Gonvil 
to tliat benefaction. He maintained the rights of his see witi 
great vigour: to give an instance; when Robert, lord Moricy, 
liad shot Boine deer in the bishop's park, and outraged Iub | 
servanlH, ho brought this nobleman to a public satisfaction. a^LJ 
obliged him to walk uucoveix-d and barefuot uitb a taper >nl^H 
hnnd through the city of Norwich to the cathedral, and tlierf 
fisk the bisliop^s pardon before a numerous appearance. Anil 
all this was done, notwithstanding an express order from tlv 
king to drop tlie discipline. The bishop^a temporalities were 
seized for disobeying the king^s writ. Not long after hiH h^k- 
nesn was nM:imctled to him : and at the instance of the pariii- 
mcnt. joined him in embassy with Henr)\ duke of LancastH*. 
to the court of Rome: their business was to set forth 
king^s title to the crown of France. The bishop acqoit 
himself to satisfaction, and died in this employment 
Avignon. 

About two years forward the Black Prince marched 
Guienno through Langtiedoc, and meeting with no 
overran the countrj', and returned loadon with plunder 
Bourdcaux. Not long after he took the field again, and 
op to Touraine. John, king of France, to atop this rai 
and get a revenge, drawB down a great force against him. 
prince, being much inferior in numbers, retreated through 
Poictou in order to recover Bourdeaux ; but the French king 
pursued him close, stopped his march within two leogoea of 
Poictiers, and Imd him at a great advantage. To prevent the 
effusion of blood, two cardinals undertook a mediation, and 
interposed their own and the pope's interest to take up the 
quarrel. The French king concluding himself sure of victory, 
demanded four hostages of the English, and that the pnnfl^g 
should surrender himself and his truups prisoners ofnar. ^| 

The prince, tliough he offered to restore nliat he had gained 
upon the French, yet chose rather to run the hazard of^H 
battle, than comply with the conditions above- men tioue^H 
Upon this resolution, he endeavours to make the most of the 
ground, and draws up his men behind the vinos and busliea, to 
break the charge of the French horse. This dispumtiun of his 
troops proved very successful : for the enemy's cavalry were 




hampered at the finit onset with the vines and hedges, th»t 
the English archers galled them to such a d<^ee, tliat they 
retired in great confusion, and occasioned the defeat of the 
wbolo army. 

Nrhis brittle, like thai of Cressy, was lost by the impatience 
,he French king: who, Iiad he forbunie lighting a few days, 
prince must have fallen uilu his hands fur want nf provi- 
is. Ab to the fortune of the day, it was ver)' fatal to the 
!nch; for king John, his youngest son Pliilip, James of 
})ourbon, carl of Ponthieu, the archbishop of Sens, and eight 
other earls and lords of the tirat quality, many other lords of 
leaeer rank, and about two thousand gentlemen, were taken 
prisoners. As for the slain, Mezerat owns they lost six 
thousand, and of that number, eight hundred were of tlic 
nobles: the principal of wluch were Peter, duke of Bourbon, 
t^e duke of Athens, constable of France, the marshal de Nesle, 
and about fifty others of considerable quality. 

After the battle, the prince marched back to Boiirdeaux 
with his prisoners, where he embarketl with them for England, 
and made a pompous entry into London. The Fivnch king 
was bonournbly used, and lodged in the .Savoy, at Henry duke 
of Lancaster 8 palace: by the way, this Henry was the first 
bubject, since the Com|uest, that had the title of duke conferred 
upon him. 

About this time, David, king of Sr<itft, who had been eleven 
yearn prisoner in England, was enlarged at the instance of his 
queen, Joan, king Edward's Mister. Hut notwithstanding her 
intemt, he was obliged to pay a hundred thousand marks 
for his liberty, together with a promise to do his utmost to 
bring the Scota to a fresh acknowledgment of the sovereignty 
uf the crown of England. 

The next year there happened a warm controversy between 
Richard Fitz-Ralph, commonly called Annachanus, and the 
Mendicant Frtars. This Richard, as Walsingham reports, 
nuuntained tlie contest with great vigour and learning ; and 
proved these rehgiouij had waq)t from their rule in several 
instances: but at last. Annachanus being deserted by the 
Eng^b olei^\ the friars, by the strength of tlieir presents, 
made an interest at the poite's court, and got tbcir privileges 
eootinucd. 

To say somelluug further uf this famous Fit^Kalph: he 
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wu uf Kngliiih extraction, and bora wX 

}Mk first prefennent wba Ute arcfadiaeaaB^ 

wafl made chancellor of Oxford ahaat the vtar 1SS3, aad 

wnnU pmmoted to thcarcfabisboprieof AnBigk,ialM7. 
travelled to Avignon to nwiiiitifn hnaMir m tbe 
bogun at London agaiost the Frian Mendieaat. n«< 
to pojK' Innocent VI. of the eaeramAmaUtm Ikc^ had 
u]i»n the ljmhn[)6 and pantcliial dergr, and pnaaed far a 
cation of their privileges. The pope reectred the 
and appointed commiasioners to bear both partieaL 
prc-lat^ 18 said to Iiavc traiuilattid tite Hible into Iridi. 
wrnto two tracts against the Friars Mendicant ; ooe of 
rntitlif), " A defence of the Curates against the Menfieanta; 
and the other *'de Audientia Confeaoiomun." Hb 
in the Defence of Parish Priests, is nothing bat the 
which he made before the pope and cardinals at Angnoa. 
Ix'gins with thin text, ** Judge not acconling to the 

Julin7.24. ance, but judge righteous judgmenL*' And here, the 

bishop declares, he had no intention to oppose any doctrine 
the Church. Neither did he desire the dissolution of the frian* 
order, but only to bring up their practice to their instHniMm. 
From hence ho proceeds to relate the subject and oocaako of 
the dispute. He reports, that bemg at London, be bmA with 
Home docUin* cngagwl in a diacourae about the poverty of onr 
Saviour and his ApmtleH. That being inrited to preach ii|>oa 
this subject, he laid Aown nine conclusions in seren or d^A 
BCrmonB, at which the Friars Mendicant took check, and 
brought a frivolous complaint against him before his bolincaa. 

14.^.70,71. Hia nine conclusions are these : 

cmWuHm P''** : that if a question be moved about making confi-sajon 
with respect to place : in this case, the |)ariiih church is to 
bo preferred before that of the friars. 

Secondly : tliat the parishioners ought rather to ai>ply to a 
parson or curate for confession, than to a friar. 

Thirdly : that notwithstanding our I^ord Jesus Obriat was 
poor wbon ho conversed u|>on earth, yet it doea not Mppeu 
that bo afibcted poverty. 

Fourthly : that our Lord Jesus Christ did nerer beg, nor 
make profeasion of voluntary poverty. 

r ifthly : that our Saviour never taught people to mako a 
choice and profession of beggary. 
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Sixthly: that Citrist our Lord held the contrary, that men hdward 

ought not to beg by inclination, nor without being forced to it v .^ . 

by neceaaity. 

SevenllUy : that there is neither sense nor religion in vowing 
Ti^untary and perpetual beggary. 

Kiglithly : that it i» not iigrccabic to the rule of the friars 
minorite^ tn be under engagements of voluntarj- poverty. 

Ninthly: that the bull of Alexander IV., which condemned 
the Ubel of the masters of Paris, censured none of tliese seven 
last conclusions. 

This discourse is followed with a sort of memorial which he 
daUvered in to the pope^s commissioners: the purport of it 
■a to reply to the reasons which the priors alleged to justify 
tbeir begging. He likewise laid another ^tapcr before the 
cftrdinal coamiisaioncrs, containing a recital of the abuseu 
committed by the begging friars in their preaclniig, confessions, 
aud devotions. tbid. 

Mr. Fox dilates upon tlie reasons with which Annachacus OurSuaioMr 
supports his conclusion, that our Saviour did not affect poverty. cAmm 
I shall cive the reader aoiue of them. But here, we arc r**^ 
to obeerre^ that tli^ archbishop did not deny our Saviours nk. 
choosing of poverty; but only tliat ho did not affect it for 
itaelf. And this was the point in which Aminclianus and the 
friara differed. Ue proved his point by the following argu- 
tnents. 

First: since to be poor implies uneasiness and miser)* in 
notion on it, it is unnatural for any man to deniro such a 
tion for itself: fmm hence, he concluded, our Saviour did 
not desire poverty for itself. 

Seeoodly : nothing is to be affected for itself, but tliat which 
immediately exciter desire, abstracting from all conveniences 
which are consequent from it ; but if the spiritual advantages 
which attend poverty, and which occasionally emerge from that 
condition ; if tlicso advantages were sot aside, poverty would 
neither be valued by God nor man : from hence he infers, 
Christ did not love poverty for itiiclf. 

Thirdly : nothing which is the effect of sin is to be loved 
upon its own score; but poverty is part of the penalty of 
Adam^s disobedience, aud the consequent of sin ; therefore, 
oar Saviour could not love it for itself. 

Fourthly : noUiing which imports a privation of that which !>57- 
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wnltb: Md tkai ■iiifch am gnd tftiiB becMae it 

hnHsr. 

One Boger Q<mwmj, a Grcr Frar. vnce mi an 
f tianiii itpint irt^t iw^"* * Imk, as tw karMM Mi na < 
InB |M!f lui uBiiue does not od^h if ttt ns afliBssfT m 
Knrin.HiM. or docotioa. ArwaAamm wrate a Rplj to Conwar, and 
.. ri. in the eontTOffCfsjr at AnpMa m Nmdber, ISGOl Ue 

Ii!*l'iS' •prelate of oonn 

y'];** long fatigue to put a stop to tbe smgolaritas sod i 
J. Ifi?" of the Mendicant Fnark 
4n wr&oTTiy About this time, there happened a tbij 
^H!;!^!^ dcratanding betmoen the ladr Blanda Wafce. and LjUe, 
JjJJJJjJ;^^ of Ely. Thi» lady, who ™ of the blood royals and 
mov oMi to Henrv, earl of Lancaster, had an estate in Hi 
tf^/:iM.^ confining upon the bishop's maooffs. This 

occannned Bfxne clashing abmit bonndi and jnrisdictioii, 
it Memn thr lady could nut w^ d^eat. While tins 
WSH on foot, the lady happened to hare one of her 
Iftiriit in Uiir night : and those who did the miacbief 
taken, pri'trndod themselves encouraged by the bishop and 
MirvnntM. l'|>au this, the bishop was indicted for abetting 
fnri, and tli» jury, nutwithi^tanding the judges tdbsed 
vonlirt nt KrHt, brought the bishop in guilty for 
and guvn tho lady nine hundred pounds damages; wfaieh 
hII |ir<^(iitly jiaid. 

The Ijinliop, who had LHiuragc to his innocence, got a writ 
nttnlni, and offenHl to prove a fake verdict upon the juiy 
•loiildii tlirir number. The king gave a commission of oyc 
(ttid h-nnincr Ui try the cause at Huntingdon. \N')ien 
Jiidgi>* woft* wit, they called fnr a copy of Iht^ indictment, 
prtHMMM of tho ntiort, and the names of the jurors, against wfa< 
thi* Hllaint wiMi bniught. These records, by the procurotuc 
iif i\w Imly \Vii](o. iiH it is said, wore put into the hands of 
guntliifnan In tliu n€-ighUjurlif)od ; who when Uie judges senl 
to doninnd thi.in, prcacndiKl he had delivered them to ot 
liomrmM, trhirh |HirHnna, tipun inr)uir^% could not bo found. Anti] 
UuiH fur want of a view of the proccsB, the court broke up, and [ 







could do notliing: tho bishop thus disappointed of his remedy, edwabD 

went immcdiatoiy to the king, and being overbeatt-d with ill- . !, _ 

UHige, failed a little iu the ceremony of liia addrea». The king 
perceiving him somewhat paKsionato and di8turl>ed, called one 
Sir de la Vache for a witness of what |>a.sscd. And iicre, the 
bishop was so unn-aiy as to say, he could not have justice done 
Um, and dropt a broad innuendo against the king. This in- 
discretiou gave great ofience ; and thus the bishop spoiled 
hia bttaneflB, and left the king much displeased with him. 
Soon after a parliament was held at Westminster, during 
which ecfision, the clerg)' in convocation promised to assist the 
crown to their utmost. And now the king called the bishop 
to an account for reproaching liini with partiality, and armign- 
ing bis justice. The bishop being overset made another false 
step, and denied the words, which were proved upon him in the 
|iftrliamcnt-hoiiHo. The archbishop and the rest of the prelates 
believing the bishop of Kly misbehaved himself more out of im- 
prodeacc than any mutinous temper, fell upon tlieir knees to 
th« Icing, for his jurdon : however, Lyide, not seconding this ] 
BulmiaBon, but appearing stiff in his posture, and standing | 
as it were upon his defence, the king turned away from him, 
and would see him no more. 

The bishop, after this rebuke, fell into a worse misfortune : 
for, one BAlph, a Norman gentleman belonging to liim, happen- 
ing to quarrel with a servant of the lady Wake's, killed him 
in a rencounter, and made his escape into Nonuandy. The 
bishop was extremely afHicted both fur the murder, and for 
the miachief he was likely to suffer. For he knew how ill ho 
Blood at court, and that the lady Wake was likely to prove a 
very powerful enemy. In short, the munlor was prosecuted, 
Mid the coroner's inquest found tlie bishop guilty of counte- 
nancing the fact, and entertaining the malefactor, which, as 
the historian rejMirts, was directly false. For the bishop, when \ 
be beard of the murder, ordered search to be made for the 
male&ctor throughout the isle of Kly ; and that when they 
found him, they should put him in the hands of justice. After 
this rough usage in the country, the bishop was summoned to J^*V, ;jr 
appedu- at the King's Ikncli bar: he obeyed the summons, th& imK^miiyof 
archbishop of Canterbury and the bisliop of Rochester going XtW^T*^ 
aloc^ with him. When the judges charged him with thef'^"*'^'^ 
crioMft above-men tionetl, he denied the articles, and otfered tohii»t*"^- 
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lauir, pat himwlf upon a triml by hm peecs. But the pariiaiBeBl, Ml 
- .. — '^' eitting at this time, and the biahap ben^ under e £hoi 
nance at court, the motinn was overruled, and a jury of i 
nioncrs cnijmnelltid to tr>' the matter : these men bro^fat tk 
bishop iu guilty of receiving and harbouring Ualph after Uk 
murder was committed. The btahup couipLuDed both of tfae 
iojusticc of the verdict, and of hia being denied the pri^ 
being tried by his peers. And now to restore hia 
wipe off the blcmi&h of the prosecution, he appliod 
the archbishop, and desired to l)e admitted tu his 
558. pui^tion. The archbiahop, upon this request, ordered Ibe 
arclideat'on of Huntingdon, within whose jurlsdictioQ the mmder 
was committed, to maJie proclanialton, tltat if any penon eeoU 
make evidence of the bishop of Ely^s being concerned io (be 
late murder, or knew any reason why he should not be admitted 
to purge himself, they Hhould come before him, and 
their knowledge. This proclamation being repeated 
to the direction of the law, and no person appearing, the 
of Ely went to the archbishop to more for his purgation. "Dw 
archbishop, apprehensive this method of justilication might be 
interpreted a refleetion upon the justice of the realm, advisvd 
the bishop of Kly to make his submission to the king, and 
endeavour to recover his favour. That the gaining this point 
would retrieve his affairs, and put them in the postorv he 
desired. Hut as to the business of the puipition, he desiird to 
be excused at present, and thought it more servioeeble for 
Lylde to wave tliat expedient till the king was better 
aatisfied. 

The bishop of Ely Hnding the archbisliop somewhat timorous, 
^ despairing of the king's favour, and being afraid of being ini- 
2rij2i pri««»«l upon an outlawrj-, got beyond sea. and made hit cora- 
wio'iScr^ 1**"'"^ ** Avignon. The pope, who thought his authority 
latmUt might suffer by connivance, cited Shareslmll, Thorp, Green, 
*" Nocton, and Drayton, the king's justices, to appear before him. 

Land account for their proceedings. This summons was afiixcd 
to the clmrch-doore at .St. Paul's, London : the judgee, not 
thinking themselves obliged to obey the citation, were first 
exconmumicated by his holiness, and afterwards, their mtatee 
were put under an interdict. 
Upon il'w extniordinar>- stretch of supremacy, the king put 
out a proclarafition, and declared all those, who ahouhl bring 
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anv letters, citations, or censure from the pope, to be out of his 
protection. And now several of the bishop^s agents and 
cliaplains were impritroned in tlie Tower and Xewgate> and died 
of bard usage. The pope being infonned of these rigours, 
wrote' an expostulating letter to the king, and gave him to 
understand, he should be forced to proceed to further extremi- 
ties, unleiis the bishop of Ely had satisfaction for the injustice 
the judges bad done hiin. The lung being engaged in a war 
with France, was willing to prevent disHatisfactions at home : 
and therefore sent his agents to the court of Home to put an 
end to the difference. And when things were upon the point 
of an accommodation, the bishop of Ely, being over fatigued 
with the contest, departed this life, and bo the controversy 
died with him. His death ia reckoned to the year 1360. 
Historians gave this prelate a fair character for his life, govem- 
incDt, and learning. 

Before I take leave of this bishop, it will not be amiss to 
ofaserre one remarkable circumstance in his misfortune, and 
that ia, that after the jury had found him guilty of being acce»- 
aory to murder, which is felony by law, he was suffered to go 
at large, and neither imprisoned by the king's justices, uor put 
into the hands of the arclibishop : it is true, his temporalities 
were seized, and that is all the penalty we find put upon him. 
The reason of this gentle usage seems to be this ; either that 
Ife king Ts-an satisfied of his innocence, or else, that his high- 
'^Btt knew ibe bishop bad wrong done him, by being refused a 
trial by his peers, according to the direction of Magna Cliarta, 
and the precedents of former times. Tliat the hinhop of Ely 
had his liberty after the jury had brought him in guilty, is evi- 
dent from our best historians, who tell us, that when he found 
himself so great a sufferer in his fortune and reputation by 
those who were not his judges in law, he applied to the arch- 
bishop to retrieve his afl^rs, and offered to purge himBcIf : and 
when he perceived the archbishop unwilling t« relieve him 
this way, he made his escape beyond sea, for fear of being 
nnprisoned. 

And since there ha.« been mention of the bishop''s putting 
himself upon a canonical purgation, we are to observe, that a 
canonical purgation is an appeal to a spiritual court, where a 
pereon deeply suspected, or convicted of a crime before tcm- 
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The Idng being do* readr to emfaaek and peoeee w te the 
ID Fnuice, the archbishop of Ganteebarr paMwihwt an order 
pny Tor bis vamjeAf. and the aaeeeas of the expeifitioo. I 
tliis order, the ardibiiihop talcaa ootioe, that bj the casona 
tlie Church, all Sandal's ongfat to be aolannitj kept, frooi 
evening of Saturday to that of Sood^ : that npoo this ^Vft 
people are obliged to forbear w^trking and accolar eniployiDen 
to repwr to tbeir pariah charcb ; to eotraat Qod Ahn^fatjr' 
panJon for the omissions, and other faults of the week past : 
learn their dutj from their pastor, and put up their prayert 
the benefit uf Church and Stale. 

Fniiu hence, the archbishop pn)ci.>eda to coraplain, that 
some parts of hia province a scandalous and irrvligioos pi 
bad got footing : that the Lord'sHlay was abomittablj 
fancd ; that marketB were publicly kept upon that day, 
tlml people were circumventing one another* when they onghi] 
to have been at thdr devotious : tliat [>eople met in 
numbcrH against religion and law, and gave occaaioD to ron 
and riots: that God was dishonoured upon this feRti^iU bf 
luxur>', intemperance, and all kinds uf liberties. That ofleu' 
liince the nmb were heated into quarrels, whieh. begiuniog in 
outrage of language, were carried on tu blows, and ttntuetiinea 
ended in murder : he therefore enjoins the bishop of Londoil 
(for to him the iiunulate in i^ent) to communieate this letter t« 
Uic mt of his hulfnigans, that efTectual care may be taken to* 




Mjppre**e these disorders: tliat the solemnities of religion may khward 

be duly observed^ and the people retrieved to regularity and . .^ , 

devotion. 5f"„?-- 

The king was now with a formidable army In France, where, p ■'»M. 
l>cing master of the field, he marched without op|}u8itiun, and in v*Ik. 
; put the countT}- tmder conlribution : at last, by (he mediation '*' "^ 
of the dauphin nnd the pftpe's lefjate. he consented! to a treaty. 
The plenipotentiaries met the first of May, at a village called n.-/mi/_jt 
Bretigny, within a mile of OliarlJ-es, and concluded a peace in ' '^'' 
, eight days. Ky the articles, the French king yielded the king 
of England, besides what he liad already in Guienne, all Poic- 
tou, Saintonge^ Hochelle, and the country of Anlnia, Angou- 
inots, Perigord, Limosio, Quercy» Agenois, and la Rigorre, in 
full sovereignty, besides Calaie, the county of Oye, Guisncs, 
and Ponthieu : and three millions in gold, to l>e paid at three 
pa^inente, for the ransom of the said king John, who waa to 
be brou^t to Calais, and set at liberty after the restitution of 
the places above-mentioned ; and iijion giving up his three 
youngest sous, his brother Philip, with some other princes of 
the blood, together with thirty earls and knights of quality, 
and two deputies of each of the nineteen cities expressly 
named, all which princes of the blood, and other persons of 
iigure, were to be put into tho king of England's liands as 
host^es. On the other side, king Edward renounced the ^ „_ 1350' 
title of king of France, with the rest of his pretensions upon irTh* '" 
tliat country. p. xm. 

The articles being thus settled, a suspension of arms was j run/f«i- 
agreed for n year, nithin which term the two kings were llZ^!!^ 
obliged to ratify the treaty. In July following, king Johu *^^»»- 
was brought over to Calais, met by king Edward in October, 
and the peace was aolcnndy sworn by these two princes on the 
twenty-fifth of that montli. And now king John niis enlarged, T^itm^r,/ 
after having been four years the king of Knglantl's prisoner. ^^ uuru!. 
\S'heu this treaty was ratified at Calais, the learned Dr. Drady 
obeerves, there were several alterations made iu the articles ; 
and that in the latter instrument or draught, the words " resort" 
and "sovereignty"" are always omitted : omitted, I say, in respect 
cif the king of England's enjoying them iu the places j-ieldcd 
to him : whereas, in the copy of the articles signed at Bre> 
tigny, these advantages of conve)*aHcc are expressly given him. 
However, in the first article, relating to the territories of 
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AlitKii (liiji ttiiir, i\w priuce of Walea aaiiBd fefaa lOTaaael 
\i{ llii« l)iNho|)rio uf Si. iJuvid'H, upou the vaean^, idaek, hf 
Uiiiu«4tiul'Uil rUktoiH, U'luiigvd lu tlie aee of Canterbury. Arcli- 
U*)tH)> Ulip otmtcMttil this jwint with Edward the Blade Prince, 

Mid lIMIItlHl tlw tfAUW. 

'I'hi* iiPht )oar, tlie arrhbitiliop set forth bin mandate to state 
Uw number ut the habda>H ; nnd ordered his provioce Dot io 
M m » working upon an)- holidays not inentiooed m his 
unkMM fttr wliioh Uv ia bluiued by Wakingluun, though, 1 
|titl\K, »ttbtu(| i\«iiitit. HIh lint of tlie Atiitivala ia much the 
«mii(« \>llli wUni luiM lHH*ti uit'titiuiH-d alrejuly. Thin year pope 
liuuiifttul V I, divd, aud uaa sucoeodud by Urban V 
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'>M«lhtp\ timr, KlimbctK wife of John, cariof 

>MU thtt wtirld. and tunned uun upon litfr huK- 

*. AtW kIio bad lived a rcli^iouH for some yeare, 

'I l<» )WII in lo>u Willi mil) Kuatnco Abricourt, a 

I liubiiMi, I'lKin tliia fancy, sJie quits tlie monas- 

Ih'i vttw. Hiu) iiiarrira privately, uitbout publica- 

'tihiu. S\ btfii i1h> archbishop heard of it, he put 

l««lli uiuWr MViMM piMumoe, obliged tlwrn to the disci- 

tmmy fttHtiiig and prayer for a great while, but 

■ >» tiull tlie inarrMge. Thiaarchbisliop foundnl 
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rbun* college, in Oxford, which is now swallowed up in EOWahd 

it's Cliurch : and to conclude with him, he died at Mag- ■. ._J. * 

rdd, on the twenty-eixlh of Api-il, having sat sixteen years ^''^'j^g*' 
and fonr months. Angi. Swr. 

This year, there was a parliament hold at Westminster, UuTuqJt'. 
upon tlic fourth of May. And hero, Simon Langham, bishop ^1!^' '" 
of Elv, lord chancellor, opened the reasons of the session to f-oJ*'" '" 

," ' 11-1 -1 Arrlii^piw, 

the lordft and commons. Amongst other thmgs, he acquamted c«tii 
them the king was informed that the pope, insisting on 
the boraage done by king John to his see, for the realms of 
£agUnd and Ireland, designed to cite the king to Rome to 
er for his default in not paying the ycaHy acknowledg- 
t of a thousand marks : for the which {payment, king John 
lad engaged himself, his heirs and successors. King Kdward, 
therefore, required the advice of his parliament what was 
prop^ to be done, in case this point should be pressed by his 
holinew. 

This being a debate of great moment, the bishops, by them- 
selves, detured tlie respite of a day to give in their answer, 
which was likewise the request of the temporal lords and 
commons. 

The next day, the three estates met together, and came to TkftXrM 
this unanimous resolution : — ^^^««/ 

"That neither king John nor any other king could bring ''f'^."**"^ 
his realm and dominions under such servitude and subjection m^ and 
unless by common consent of parliament, which consent was iM^,nmi /» 
not obtained : and therefore the acknowledgment and promise j~J*y*. 
of tribute to the see of Rome was against his coronation oath, W^m^xg 
aot to mention many other disabling reasons. If, therefore, fv:,^*!^ 
the pope sliould attrmpi any thing against the king hv process, 
that then the king and all hiH sultjectfl should, nith all their 
foree and power, oppose and resist the same.'" 

it seems Uie king was so far provoked with this menacing 
and rough usage, that he ordered the Peter-[>ence should not a Hoj^gt 
be paid, as Stow informs us, who takes notice that the whole ^iMn."^ 
duty for England amounted tn throe hundred marks. How- 
ever, this was but a temporary stoppage : for the l*eter-|(euce '-nuwiiwr- 
were afterwards collected till the twenty-tifth of Henry VIU. /,^ow7a* 

The same day. the universities of Oxford and Cambridge, ^^J^'^^ 
and the friare of the four orders Mendicant, made a long com-^"*.««»f 
plaint against each other to the king in parliament : but at last pariMmmt. 
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KANO- thoT submitted themselves to the king's appointinent. 

Ab^'cLi. ca«e of the complainimts being fnllr examinee! by the lo^d^ il 

^ — '--^-^ was ordered, by as&eut of parliament, that tlio cliauctfllur, U*^ 

ftcbuUre, and friars of those ordere in the said unriereitie«» ehould 

in all graces and other school exercises, treat each ntlier in a 

friendly manner : and that none of those friare shoulil admit any 

scholar nnder the age c^ eighteen into their respective oidenL 

$^J2jJ^ And that the friare shod J take no advantage, nor pn>cure am 

west af the bull, Of other process from Rome against the said univereiti**. 

p/uri. I'oi or proceed therein. And, lastly, that the crown shall haw 

^^^ power t4) decide all contruversks between them for the futarc, 

t^ o >nd that the offenders shall be pimiafaed at the pleasure of the 

c 21. king and his conned. 

fii^iiii Upon the death of Islip, the monks of Canterburr ckflse 

fhmS^to ^Villiam Edington, bishop of \Vinchester; but he refusing th e 
tymteriirj,. election, pope Urban, at the king's instance, translated Simo^^ 

tirtW 
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Langliam from Ely to Canterbury, on the four-and-tweiitii 
of July : and in >oveniber following, he received the pall in 
St. Stephen's, Westminster, aud was installed at Canterbury 
on the festival of unr Lady, in 1367. 

Soon after his tnuiidation, he received a strict order 
pope Urban V. to inquire into the pluralists of lua provlo 
and here, upon examination, it was found tliat some clerks 
no less than twenty benefices and dignities by [Mipal proviskk 
with the privilege, over and above, to increase their namber 
as far as their interest would roach. 

King Edward having a great opinion of the conduct of 
clergj', made his ministers of slate mostly of this order : 
instance, Simon Langham. archbishop of Canterburj-, was 1 
chancellor ; John, bishop of Dath aud Wells, n-as lord trea- 
surer; William Wiekham. archdeacon of Lincoln, keeper uf 
the priv7 seal ; David Wdler, i>arson of Summersham, master 
of the rolls ; ten lieneficed pricBts, civilians, masters of 
eery; William Mulse. dean of St. Martin Vle-Grand, chi 
chamberlain of the exchequer, pnvy purse, and maslt-r oft 
jevvul-hoiise ; WiULnm A«».l«. ..«lw)^ «r V™*i .„ 
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jevvui-honse ; WillLnm Ashby, archdeacon of Nortliainirton. 
^.anc-eUorof tho exchequer; William Digton, prebendary of 

^e of ^^".^^ •^?^" ^7^-n'. l>arson of Fenny;t.„t 
one ol the chamborUms of the exchequer; John 
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of Harwicfc comptroller, and surveyor of the king'a edwaro 
mgs ; and Tiiotims Britinghain, parson of Asbby, trea- 
for Guisiies and the niarcbea of Calaia. 



Antiqoil. 
nriun. in 

The prince of Walea, having Home time since been created UHKhwn. 

e of Aquitaine, kept a splendid court in that duchy : andp^_2i2. 
ling a prince of great figure for his interest, bravery, and con- p%^^ 
t, he was solicited to undertake the restoration of Peter, ^yC**^' 
; of Castile. This I'eter, by the severity of hib temper, and Ow(£. 
arbitrary government, Inst the affection of his Hubjecte: 561, 
ft his natural brother, taking advantage of this discon- 
it, maed an insurrection, seized the throne, and expelled 
Peter. To do right to this injured monarch, the prince 
Wales opened the campaign with an army of thirty thou- 
ftnd men, his brother John, duke of Lancaster, and many of 
be Kngliah nubility, serving in the expedition : Henry the 
I^KurjK-r had an army of almu»t a hundred thuwtand effective, 
bnsiKting of French, Castilians, and Saracens. Tlie battle 
|»a fought upon the frontiers of Castile, where Honry was 
jptireJy defeated by the English, the French generals, Gues- wuiij^. 
^a, constable, and Daudreden, marshal of France, taken pri- Ju^i.pjBi, 
j^ers, and king Peter solemnly restoivd at Burgos. '*- TJnnwi. 

^ Pof»e Urban, who liad lat4.'ly translated Langham to the see 
i Canterbury, gave him a new mark of his esteem, and pre- 
ipred him to a cai'dinalatc, u\*nn wliich, the king, not being 
#e-acquainted with this promotion, seized bis temporalities. 
(lie archbishop acquiesced under this hardship, resigned liis a, o. i%s. 

r, and Hvod privately at Oxford till ho had the king's leave ;^,j!*;^ 
go beyond sea. He travelled to Avignon, where ^*^ "'^'' !i^' !3?^.' 
^nourably entertained at tlie pope's court, made bishop oiouicfrie. 
Eneneste, and died not long after at Avignon. This prelate 
pa fared a monk in Westminster Abbey, where he was chosen 
bbot. From this station he was preferred to the see of 
London, and from thence translated to Ely. Jocclin gives 
jm the diaractcr of a person of capacity and conduct; that «"''■*"'?: 
IB was very generous and open-lianded, and managed to com- Ungbtm, 
leDdation in all his preferments. Uti^ 

[ Upon Langham's death, the pope translated WiUiam 
iTitieMy, a near rplntion of archbishop Islip, from London 
ft the see of Canterbury. 

I This year, the lords of Armagnac.d' Albert, Perigord, Comin- 
tos, and many others of the French noblesse, protested gainst 
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the treaty at CaUus, prctendiug the articles were foraed vfoa 
the late king Jnlm when under dnresa. Upon tliia dedar*- 
tion, they renounce king Edward, and desert to Chartes V, 
By the example of tliese lords the county of Ponthico reroha, 
and tlie tovms open their gates to the Fn^eh king. 

The king of England coroplains of this breach of ariides 
the popo and the cui{>erui'. The French king, on the 
side, alleged tliat the treaty wats broken by the Engfaih, m 
not withdrawing their troopa out of France : and that king 
Edu-ard was boand to renounce his title to the crows 6[ 
France, before the states of both rt-ain^s, which was not deoe. 

The peace being thus broken, the king etubarka ao anay 
under the command of John, duke of Lancaister, to invub 
France on the ade of Cal&iti; the prince of Wales in tke 
mean time endcavonring to recover the rerolted towns in tbi 
duchy of Aquitaine : but both theae attempls had little eueecB. 
Upon tlie duke's return, Thomas Beauehanip, earl of Warwick, 
was sent ujmu the same expedition, who dying in his mai^ 
Sir Robert Knolles had the command of a great army, and 
miscarried in the enterprise. And here we are to obserTCi, 
that upon this rapture between the French and English, tb« 
king revived his old title, and laid claim to the crown of 
France. 

This year, the king set forth an order for the arming of all 
clergymen ; part of it runs thus. 

" The king commands and requires aD the prelates 
bled in ]>arliami.-nt, that in regard of the great danger 
damage which may happen to the realm and Church of Eng* 
land by reason of this war. in ease the enemy should invada 
the kingdom, that they will appear them^elven in dcienee of 
the realm, and cause Uieir tenants, dependents, monks, par- 
sons, vicars, and all other persons of holy church, to be pre- 
pared for the field in a mihtar)* manner: and be ready to 
encounter tlie force, and disappoint tlie malice of his enemies.*^ 
All which tho prelates in parliament engaged to perform. 

Thus we sec, when necessity requires, and the country is in 
great danger, even.- man ought to be a soldier : and though 
then? are several canons which forbid the clergy engaging in a 
military profession, yet the bishops were of opinion, that pub- 
lic intt'r«*t and the preservation of the government waa a 
sufficient dispensation. 
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After some Tnrioiv of MiccesA and disappointment in the fidward 

Frendi war, the exchequer began to p;Tow low, and the king . ._ . 

etunmoocd a parlmmcnt to furnish bim with money. At tbis ^Anf*^ 
parliament bfld at Weatminstcr, the temporal lords and com- a-V"""'"^ 
mons complameu that the government of the kmgdom had 
been managed far a long time by men of holy church, whereby 
great mechiefs and damagae have hxi[)|)cned in tinioA paHt, and 
more may happen in time to come :" thoy petition therefore, J «>w/i'<i«r.' 
** that a provision may be made in form of law to prevent auch ^i^J^ 
inconvenience for the future, and that none but laymen ni^iybe 
capttble of the offices of chancellor, treaaurf r, clerk of the privj* inVnir' " 
•eal, barons of the Exchequer, and other great places in thel;^"^'" 
cml Ksl." Kd. X 

This representation of the public disadvantage, consequent •*- o- 137). 
on the preferring the clerg)' to places of power and trust in the 
Htete, ia directly contradicted in the pi'eainble of an act made 
in this king's reign ; for in the statute of proviHora it is de- 
dared, " that the kings in tinier paut, wero wont to ha\'o the 
greetost part of their council of prelates and clerks for the 
Bftfegoard of tbe realms'' and that the pope, by preferring m b<1w,s. 
foreignefH to benefipf-H in ICngland, unfumishetl the council 
board, and disappointed the government ; and this is urged as 502. 
one t«asoa for passing the act, and preventing papal provi- 
aioiia. 25 Edw x 

Thna wc see, about twenty years since the clergy were 
counted a service to the administration, and that the niinjstr)' 
eovM not veil be ^\'ithout them : but now, Jolm, duke of Lan- 
CMtor, wae their enemy, and tlie tide was turned. In short, 
the king seems to have understood this motion as the suggea- 
iioo of a party, and therefore refused to go into it: his answer 
was, *' tliat he would ordain upon lliis point, as it Hhall seem 
beet to him by the advice of his good council." 

However, he resolved to make some trial of tlie now expe- 
dient, and satisfied the address so far as to remove the bishops ^^ ''*"?j'. 
from tlie offices of chancellor, treasurer, and privy seal. But, Angip-i*;. 
tm it happened, the laymen who came in their places managed 
■o ontowardly, that the king was foi-ced to remove them, and Kri'M''in 
vraploy the churrh as formerly. Witic«T 

To say something of the aifairs in France. Uochelle, which Mor* mu- 
bdd out for tlte English, had borne a long siege, and was hanl*^ "f-^ilh 
ptaseirl ; and the earl of Pembroke being sent with a fleet to " ^'"""^ 

K 2 






a,. 



UliMi priMMRT. The fcu^. 

Ia Um ytv 1373. AAb flhiirfiii,. 
.,,-,: dn-rt«l Uib fife H» 

*^ '^"^ to York, in 1^52, at «Ueh tina be «w IImi« . 
fint olurAtirm waa at OxtmA, «Ibb ka 
fi un^il. 6mnt, uid of a 
WM lilMtriM a |i««fete of peat piel?, 
<iiir, Niul fimtccted l«a datgy i 
iMotMlirmil frian. He wrocc a 
lit ( l(U frkt^^niUy. }ie Uk«f«i» paMiMtf a 
fur tlio iiuitruciion of hia diaeiaa; il bi'*Ab 

_ Mi< wuN H irn-At txTfiofact^ to Im calfctAat at Y«ik» 

>i>iipit. till' tiiiililliig uT Uw new choir, and 
"J^' iiuMtii) LiiHanU tke earryiog il on. He Aed ac 
^■**l aikI Miin tiiiriitl in Ht. Mar^^a Chapd, 
mUIi riiiiMiiM |iuiiitingH. 

Nut Umg aft«r the ktnga drwinm iiil — u t, Jofan, difca 
I HIM iH'nt to support tbe Ei^jSA iaicnat m Wnntt, 

!'• ••'•ml <•( hia troopa for want cf pnraioaa; aad«p8B 

11(41 rt'lurn nf t)ii« (fcnoral into Englaod. aD GaacooT molted 
M*'t'|'( Miiiti4l4<«iix and lUyonne. 

'I'licu' U-litg a i-i>ni|ilatnl about thia tim?, that moch of tlM 
Mhiirnh |ini(^i-iiiviit wiw hfM by foroignen, Uk king «aa w3Bb^ 
I iMto lhi» tutlk and extent of this grieTmnoc Totha 

I '< M>iil ttin writ* tu all the Imhopa of Ei^bnd to Hm 

mm 

" ICdwiinl, tiy Ihn f^nn* of flod, king.&c., to the hoDoanbie 
l''Mtlt«>i In DirUt N . )■> tbo luuno gnoo biahop of L. graetbig. 
Iti>lii|f Hilling fnr (vrtttiu n^anom to be informefl what, and 
Uufi Mmtit ItMiflU'fw, M wull arebdeaeoimea aa other dignitiei^ 
M vliiaraKM. |iariMtiiii|tim probands and chapels withu jonr 
At )<)iia |in>M!nt in tho poeBes»on of Italians, aod 
,;mim-«, liy what iianu<« c?er]r of the aid bcneficea are 
itallwl, siiil hiiw iiiiioh each uf thcni is worth by the year» not 
»M llh'V NlMtid «harg«t in MubAidies, but acconliii^ to tiw rack 
t*<il mu\ trtie valuations of the sane : and Ukewise. betng 
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desirous to be cci-tified of the names of &\\ and sincrular such kuwakd 

• III 
Ibroigaers being now incumbents, or occupying the same : and > .^ , 

bioreover, the names of all of thcui, whctlicr Englishmen or 
foreigners, of what state or condition soever, which have the 
occupation, or disposition of any Mich benefices, mth t\\e i»auea 
ted profits of tho Mme, in the behalf, or by the authority of 
«ny of the aforesaid foreigners, by way of form, or title, or by 
may other ways or means whatsoever, and how long they have 
tloccu[ued, or disposed of Uie same ; and withal. If any of the 
said foreigners are now resident upon any benefices : wn cora- 
niAnd you to send us a true ccrtificato of all and singular the 
|ireiiuseft into our high court of Oliancery, under your episcopal 
seal, before tlie feast of the Ascension of our Lord next en- 
suing, without further delay, returning likewise this our writr 
Unto us. Witness ourself at Westminster, the sixteenth day 
of April, in the forty-eighth year of our reign of England ; and r^'J,^*" 
of France the thirty-fifth. mmu. 

About two years since, the king sent an embassy to the r»«4iV 
court of Rome, to desire the pope to desist from hie reserva- ^« fc,' 
tioQS and provisions, to leave the election of bishops to the>^^^?r^ 
chapters and convents, and that all diocosaiis might be con- 
finned by their metropolitans according to ancient custom. 
The po|jo declined n-turuing a positive answer, but put a letter T%epup4$ 
into the andiaasador^s Iiands, containing certain articles and ^!J|U^ 
demands. This letter was to he laid l>efore the king and par- iii. Hjt»- 
Uwnent, who, when they sent the pope their opinion of the I,tri^'_p,A23 
Cont«nt«, he promised to explain himsotf further, and acquaint i!?;!^*^^','* 
them with his final resolution. AVabingham makes mention p. aia. 
of an act of parliament made about this time, to bar the crown 
At>m interposing in the election of bishops, and overawing tho 
totes of the chapters. But this statute, as the historian com- 
plains, was little observed. However, there was one election 
aaed soon after witliout t>eing checked, ettlier by the pontifi- 
cate or the regale : for Thomas Arundel, freely chosen by the 
iDonks of Ely, was confirmed and consecrated at Otteford, by 
the archbishop without further application. This was one of 503. 
the last acts of Witlescy's government; who, after two years a.u. is;*. 
tickaem^ died upon the 5th of July, according to VValsinghum. Tiu </<u(Ao/ 
This archbishop procured a bull from pope TTrban V. In fevour '[I'^^Sw'* 
•f Lbe University of Oxford : by virtue of which, that learned 
Bocicty was, in some measure, disengaged from the jurisdiction 
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of the bishop of Lincoln : and had the liberty of being entii 
governed by their own body. And when they had chn6en their 
chancellor (the same with the modem vice-chancellor), it «u 
lawful for hiui to enter ui>on his office without applying ela&- 
whcre for admisHiuu ur cuuHruiation. 

Upon the death of Witlesey, the monks of Canterbn^ 
pitched upon one Adam Kaaton for their archbishop. This 
Easton, though an Englishman by birth, had lived out of the 
country a great while, and was now a cardinal in the court of 
Rome. Their choice of a person in ao foreign an interest dis- 
gusted the king to tliat degree, tliat he almost resolTed to expel 
the convent, niid banigh them the kiiigduui. And thus, tbeM 
monks, by their rashness and indiscretiou, were overboroo in 
the freedom of their elections so lately recovered. Pop« 
Gregory XI., who succeeded Urlwn V., interposed tn thii 
affiiir: and partly to satisfy the long, and divert the storm 
from falling upon the raoul^, and partly to revive his claim of 
provisions, pitches upon a temper, and, with the king's consent^ 
translates Simon Sudbury from Loudou to Cantorbur}' ; this 
bull bearing date 4tli of May. 

The next year, at the complaint of the [artinnunt held at 
Westminster, John, duke of Lancaster, the lord Latimor> and 
several other great officers of state were removed. At this 
session, there was an ordoj passed, that a certain number of 
bishops, earls, and other noblemen of unblemished reputation, 
should have the administration put into tlieir hands : for now 
the king, as thoy alleged, declined very much u|K»n the score 
of age, and was somewhat disabled for the functions of goveni< 
ment. The commons likewise complained of Alice Pierce, 
infamous woman, who liad ti>o great an ascendant over 
king, who, besides the scandal of her behaviour, was the occa- 
sion (if many grievances. Thin atnmipet, it seems, preenmil 
upon her interest at court, usetl to go into Westminstor-L^ 
and plant herself upon tho bench to bias the judges to coun- 
tenanee an lU cause, and ovemile the justice of the court. The 
te''h!!rf'^'^^"^^ "^^^ likewise sometimes solicited and dis- 
WTDeU by her. The king therefore, at tlie remonstrance of the 
commons wa« prevailed with to dismiss her the court, though 
.t w« not long befo,^^ ^>e was readmitted. ^ 

deat Vr'' ^^ '. f*™^ "^ ^^^™' d^l»'-t«* this life. His 

death wa. a great misfurtuno, and extremely regretted. 
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liad aJI aluiig showed himself a general uf cxtraordinan* bi'UVGn' i:nwARD 

and conduct, was never baffled m any enterprise, never formed ^ ,^ < 

a eiege without carrying the place, nor ever undertook an expe- 
dition without conquest. In short, he was looked on as the ... - 
ornament and defence of his country, and the spirit and hsm. HUt. 
hopes of the nation eccuicd to expiro with him. im ' 

I must nut omit tliat in the parliament last mentioned, there a fj-npluini 
waa a complaint against the court of Rome upon several arti- ^^'"S'** 
de*. For the purpose ; " that the inipoeitioos of the pope /^w*- >* 
were intolerable : that by the death and translation of bishops'*^ 
be sometimes extorted iive times the ycai'ly revenue out of a 
Mi^te see. That the cardinals, and other foreigners, who 
resided at Rome, were provide*! with several of the liest prefer- 
■nentB in the Churcli under a biKhopric. That twenty thousand 
marks a }*ear were drawn out of the kingdom this ^vay; and 
that the pope's agents collected a no less sum for the u»c of 
his holioeas. That this very year, the court of Kome liad laid 
tiieir hands upon the flrst-fruitii of all the benefices iu England : 
and that the jmpe had lately created twelve cardinals : that the 
aamber of this order in the conclave was increased to thirty, 
niienaB there used to be but twelve in former times : that all TL- n«mW 
ibese cardinals, exceptinc; two or three, were disaffected to tho^^^^^ no 
hiag, and enemies to Kngland. In short, that the pope's avarice J^^J*"" 
was altogether without reason or bounds, and might justly be 
looked on as the plague and hann of the nation. That this 
■aisehief must be vigctrously opposed, and tluiee, who insisted 
upon the pope's provisions, hatiielied the kingdom : and that it 
would be expeilient for the king and the nobility to remonstrate 
to the court of Rome upon this subject, and solicit his holinees 
to rcTorm these abuaes, and put a stop to the encroach- HarmficW. 
went. p. 513. 

And here Harpsfield observes, that the popes interest in Tiffx^U 
Ibsse matters decayed by ilegrees, and gave little disturl)ance. ^I^l^^i, 
Hoisefer, the Church fell short of the benefit of a full remedy ; <'»«wW. 
for DOW the weight of the pope's mitre was, in some measure, 
tlBOB&nred upon the crown ; it being not unusual with the 
sneoseding princes to overrule the freedom of elections, and 
Jfaw the disposal of bishoprics within their prerogative. For 
this practttx-, the htstoiiaii blames the ambition of some of the 
flei^, who not having merit enough to engage the provincial 
btshops, to gain the votes of the eliapters, and make their way 
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8i'D- to prefenyent bv t!ie countenauce of the CADons: endeaToured 
Ahp. c«ni. to supply thpir defects by conrt interest, and »o!iciK?d prinas 

^^' ' to interpose in the aflhir, and ovtrliear the miciimt ufi«ge. 

.'i64. About this time, John Wicltliff, a secular ilirine, adnottA 
several tenets which were looked on as novel and beterodox. 
Neither indeed, as they arc represented, are they altogHhcr 
defensible ; some of tlieni, tu say notJiing further, striking ai 
the goverumeut and pmjK'rty of the Church. WalsiiigiMm 
tells us, tliat this WicklifT and his pmselytes made a show of 
great mortification, went burefoot^ and affected a 8>t^;uUritT of 
habit : and by this appearance of sanctity, they increased tlwir 
party, and grew popular. 

And here it may not be improper to obscire, tliat FuUiv, 
speaking of the advantage of the juncture, and otlier ooeonnge- 
incnts whicli gave occauon to tlie spreading \>'icklifl"e dofr, 
trine, tells ns at last, **that we must attribute the nuuii 
iii.iXoV4. the nature of truth, and the Divine Providence hlewring 
Jir^W"'* ^**^P<^''" ^"*' t'"^ learned doctor lleylin censures Mr. Pt- 
,imm.i<ff>rr- fof goiflg muclt tou far in the conunendalion of the fanciea 
pZl^^^vM a private nian ; " a man," says he, " many of nboae opinioiM 
'li^S^/** ^^'^ ** '*'* ^'^^ tnitb, so contrary to peace and dvfl order, 
so incunsistcut with the government of the Church of Christ, 
as to make them utterly unworthy of ho great a character. 
For if the doctrines of VVickliff mu.>rt be called the Gospel, 
what shall become of tlie religion tlien established in England, 
and in most other parts of the western world f Were all bat 
Wicklifi"a followers relapsed to heathenism, were they turned 
Jews, or had they embraced the hiw of Mahomet! If twne 
of these, and that they still continued in the faith of Cbrirt 
delivered by the four Evangeli^^ts, and other apostolic writen; 
if this was the case, WickllB^s new doctrines could not clnllaQge 
the name of Gospel : hut Buch t» the humour of some mpn, 
08 to call every Reparation from the Church of Rome by 
tin.- name of tinB[»el, and the greater the separation, the mow 
^ "• pure the Goepel." Whidi, by the way, as I cannot but tako 
notice, is a very unorthodox Kod dangerous rule : for. by this 
standard, wo may reform to tlie Alcoran, and. which is wbt^, 
eren as far as atheism itself. As for Dr. Heylin's censure, it 
is applicable enough to part of W^ickliff's opinions : for though 
we may allow him some gold in his mine, yet it was not without 
a mixture of coarser ingredienta. To give the reader a sliort 
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new of liis opininns as they are mentioned by Waleingliam, 
«bo lived near tluH time : 

He held tliea, "That the enchurist, after consecration, was 
not the true body of ChriBt, but only au emblem or sign 
of it. 

"That the Church of Rome is uo more the head of all 
rhnrches than any other Church, and that St. Peter had no 
griAtcr authority given him than the rest of the apostleii. 

**Th»t the pope of Rome has no more jurisdiction in the 
eaerciae of the keys than a common priest. 

"That where temporal lord.s are [tatronB, it is not only 
lawiu] but meritorious, to diHseute the Church of her lands and 
endownientd, in ca&e of her misbehaviour. 

" That when a prince or temporal lord is conscious of the 
nuBOBKoaj^efnent of the Church, he is bound under the penalty 
of damnatioQ to throw her out of her property, and take away 
her estates. 

" That the Gospel is a sufficient direcUon for the life and 
gOT t nimeiit of a Chri.<atiaji. 

" That all other supplemental rules, instituted by holy men, 
and practist^ in the niunasteries, ^ve no more improvement 
to Christianity, than whitcne:as does a wall. 

"That neither the pope, nor any other prelate, ought to 
lave prisons for the punishment of offenders against discipline ; 
but every such person ought to go at large, and have his 
liberty, both in motion and practice.'^ 

In an oH MS. called *' WicklifT's Belief," and said to be 
penned by himself, though not tliis )'ear, the reader may find a 
farther account of some of his tenets. 

These, and several other singularities, the historian complains 
were maintained by Wickliff, and that himself and hrs party 
wctre ooontenanced by great numbers of the laity, and that 
•oms peraoDS of the first quality espouiied his interest : this he 
does not aeem much to wonder at, because, as he observea, 
WicklifT's setting people loose from discipline, extending the 
jKjwer of the laity* and pronouncing the revenues of the Church 
precariouff, reconuueiided his hchenic strongly, and made his 
doctrines extremely acceptable. 

These tenets being maintained in Oxford, and making a 
great noise in England, it was not long before the nevs 
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»i.i>-^ was carried to the court of Rome. When p<^ Ciregory XI. 
Abi>. Ciuli. found hinisolf attacked in ao hardy a manner, he immediately 

■ ' dispatched au order to the archbishop of Canterbury and ibc 

biuhup of Loiidou, for the apprehending and examining U'lek- 
liff, up4Mt the erroneous opinions held b^ biin. 

** The hull begiiia with a recommendation of the kingdom of 
England for the force of the realm, and the riches of tbs 
country, but more especially for the piety of the people, and 
the good condition of religion in thiH island : tliat this wa» 
fonnorly the merit and character of the Knglliib tuition, that 
iJie clei^ were I'emarkable for their learning, gravity, and 
devotion; and nnblo champions for the orthodux belief : that 
the prelates not only guarded their own charge, but extended 
their charity to strangers, being BoUcitous for the p 
of truth, and the support of order in foreign countries. T 
Uiey wei'c ain-ays in a posture of vigilance and circumspcctiott 
for the discovery and suppressing of error. JJut now, alas f 
5G5. they seemed degenerated to a strange inactivity and negligence. 
They are by no means stiarp-slghted to prevent U:iiigcr, and 
stop the approach of the enemy. From hence the pope pro- 
ceeds to mention, that John Wickliff, rector of Lutterworth, 
in the diocese of Lincoln, had published heterodox opinions, 
and which tended to the subversion of the Church ; and that 
he had in effect revived some mispersuasioDs already condemned 
by Ilia predecessor John XXII.: and therefore ho requires 
theui to seize and secure the person of the said John WickU: 
to take his confession, to transmit au account of it tu his ho 

^Twi 2" **®**' ""^^^ ^^P Wickliff in custody till further order from 
p. WI. court of Ronn.'.*^ 

JKciKiy In pursuance of tJiia order, the archbishop held a syood 

KirS'^ St. PaulX London ; and cited Wickliff to account for hi 
^j^nwmLr ^octrine. before him, thL* bishop of London, and olhers. Wick- 
mdAtUtrti liff appeared at the day assigned, and had the countenance 
^^' the duko of Lancaster and the lord marsliall Percy, who 

along with him. These nobleraon encouraged him to keep U| 
his Bpirits, and stand Iuh ground ; for that the bishops wei 
but ignorants in respect to him. There was a vast concoui 
of |>eoplc about the churcli, so that the lord Percy could 
pass tiu-ough the crowd without difficulty. Courtney, bishop 
of London, perceiving a disorder in the Churcli, and that 
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NS^ckltff made hig api>earanc« in so unexpected a manner, was edwaru 

eomewliat disturbed : upon which there happened a dispute . ]}]_ , 

between him and the two lords above-mentioned, which I bhall ^,^JS*J», 
•et down in Fux^s language, aud Fuller's dialogue. iuJ^tx/ 

Biakop Courtney. — Lord Percy, if 1 had known beforehand ""^"^ 
what masteries you would have kept, T would liave stopped you 
out front coming hither. 

DiJb» of Zaneat(0r. — Ho shall keep such mastcnes here, 
though yon say nay. 

Lord Perry. — Wickliff, eit down ; for you have many things 
to answer to, and therefore have need of a soft scat, 

Am^p Ctmrtney. — It is unreasonable that one cited before 
but ordiBftry ahould ^t down during his answer : he shall 
sUnd. 

DnJk of LaucastfiT. — The lord Percy's motion for Wickliff 
is but reasonable. And as for you, my lord bishop, who are 
grown so proud and arrogant, I will bring down the pride, not 
of yon alone, but of all the prelacy in England. Thou bearest 
thyself so brag upon tliy parents, wliich sliall not be able to //u/mw. 
help thee ; they shall have enough to do to help themselves. J^^i tori 

iiitkop Courtney. — My confidence is not in my parents, nor^/****** 
in any man else, but only in God in whom I trust, by whose i-'nx'i Aru 
■anstancc I will be bold to speak the truth. mcnii. 

Dui» of Lancaster. — Rather than take these words at the J^JMSt*'"^ 
biidiop*s liands, Tl) pluck him by the hair of his head out of the wi^hUflUn- 

church. Pullrr*! 

Churcb 
HiiLb<Mtk4. 

These last words, though spoken softly by the duke to one i^ >3^- 
next him, were overheard by the Londoners, who, being 
enraged to see Courtney thus rugge<Uy used, in his own 
eh ur di, declared aloud they would rather lose their lives than 
suffer their bishop to bo thus contemptuouHly treated. 

Thus wo see this affair was managed in a tumultuary' manner. 
Wickliff was countenanced above the allowances of order and 
joBtice, and the duke and lord marshal endeavoured to overawe 
the i^nod and sink the bishop's authority : in short, the court 
broke up, and little was done. As for Wickliff, all his correc- 
tion was only an injunction of silence. This order was obeyed 
for some time, and neitlurr himself nor hiu party preached nor 
published any thing upon the controversy j but afterwards. 
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finding themselves supported by a strong interest, th^r courage 
revived, and they struck out into more singularities, and Tcnt«d 
opinions that sounded harsher than what they delivered before. 

The duke and lord marahal went from the synod to the 
Parliament-house, where the latter brought in a bill to put 
down the office of Inrd nmyur of London ; that there might be 
a captain ap|Kiint4--d for the government uf the city ; and that 
the lord niarstml of England might arreat offenders within the 
liberties. This new provocation transported the Londoners 
an extremity of resentment ; and the lord Filzwaller, th 
standard-bearer, advising them to be upon their guard, tl 
immediately took anns, and, niarclnng in a tumultuouii bodi 
broke open the lord niaruhal'a house ; and, not finding him at 
home, tliey continued their march to the Savoy, entered the 
duke of LanRast^r''s palace, and, missing his person, pinndcrvd 
the house. The bishop of Fjondon, hearing of this disorder, 
leaves his dinner, and, coming hastily down to the Savoy, desired 
the people to desist from such violent courses, and consider it 
was the holy time of Lent ; assuiing thoni tliat care should be 
taken of the iiitereiit and privileges of the city. The Londoo- 
ers, somewhat satisfied with this speech, let the palace stan^^ 
and contented themselves with the revenge of hanging up tli^| 
dukeV arms, reversed, in the principal streets of the city. 

And Iiere I cannot but tike notice of the generous aiM^^ 
Christian temper of the bishop of London, in appearing thu^f 
heartily in behalf of the duke of Lancaster, after he bad been 
BO laUily nutraged by him. 

Upon this occasion. Fox reports, that, when the prinocBB 
sent three gentlemen tu persuade the citizens to come to an 
accommodatiun with the duke, they sent her word, that, sincfl^ 
the motion came from hor highness, they would obey her coia^| 
mands ; but then, they retjuired the gentlemen to acquaint the 
duke, they expected he should give the bishop of Wincbeeter 
and the lord Peter de la Mare the Hbcrty of bemg tried by 
their peers. 

This year, upon the twenty-first of June, king Eilward dit 
at Sheen (now Richmond), in tlie sixty-fourth year of his 
having reigned fifty years, four months, and some odd days. 

This prince was a graceful person, of an obliging and condt 
scensive UMnper, and had an easy and noble manner of expi 
ing himself. Before the declension of his age, ho took 



iKMT. xiv.J OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



I 



ires with ^reat thought and precautiou, and was very well EDWARD 
aUe to direct himself. He cherished hia auhjects, and pro- ■ 

jected their intereat ; and, notwithstanding his giving check to 
the encroachments of the court of Rome, the English clergj- 
were kindly treated by him. The statutes niadc in his reign 
ire a sttfficieut evidence how much the government was im- 
prored under him. Me was very »ucceiisful in his expeditiona, 
carried hia conquests through a great part of France, and 
made a shilling figure in Europe. However, the last part of 
bis reign was by no means serviceable to hia memory : his 
onnd seemed to decay with his constitution, and then his gooti 
fortune left him. After the de-ath of his queen Philippa, an 
admirable princess, he fell into criminal engagements with 
Alice Pierce ; and, hy thus indulging an intemperate pORsion, 
and giving an ill woman too much liberty in the State, he 
injured hia conscience, drew a blemish upon his honour, and 
livcil beneath himself. Daniel remarks, that hia stepping over 
his father's head to come to his tlirone, though hiuiaelf was 
little ZDore than passive in that revolution, had an unliappy 
iiifliiBiiee upon his reign. To this inauspicious beginning the 
liistorian attributes the untimely death uf the Black Prince ; 
ihe crown's descending upon a child uot grown up to govern ; 
the bctions and discontenU at home ; and the losses, t>oth of 
DOpqueit and inheritance, in Franco. But, to leave this 
MihllohQly scene, and proceed to some brighter passages in this 
princess reign, he was particularly careful to support bis 
character and maintain the dignity of his station ; he was very 
magnificent m his triumphal and public entertainments, and 
made use of aolemnity and parade to create a regard for his 
person and government ; the noble order of the (iarter was 
instituted by this prince ; ho rebuilt and enlarged the castle of 
Windaor, built the castle of Queenborough, not to mention the 
fortifications at Calais and other places. As for his works of w, 
piety, he founded the abbey of Eoatminster, for the Cistorciana,-^^^^^ 
Dear the Tower ; an abbey for nuns, at Dt-ptford ; KingVliall, P*^- 
mCambridge (suppressed by king Henry VIll. for the foundar 
tion of Trinity-college) ; an hospital for the poor, at Calais ; 
he rebuilt St. Stephen's chapel, at Westminster, altered it to 
a college, of a dean, twelve secular canons, twelve vicars, &c., 
and settled lands upon it to the value of five hundred pounds 
per annum : and, lastly, he enlarged tlie foundation of the 
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chapel at Winclwr, adding 
prcdcoosBOFB, a dean apd 
kDigbtft, &c. 

By his queen Philippa he had issue se^-eo bods, five of which 
lived Lu have posterity : viz. Kdward, prince of Wales ; Lionul, 
duke tif Clanmec ; John, duke of Lancaster ; Edmund, uaH ^ 
Cambridge, aft**rward« duke of York ; and Thomaa of Wood- 
stocky orcftted duke of Gloucester. He had likewise fire 
daughters, four of whom lived to be married. He was soe- 
oeodi>d by Uidtard of Uourdt-aux, uon to Edward, pnnoe of 
Walea ; xvhicli Kicliard, at his grandfather^ deatls, «u not 
twelve years of age. 

The Bolcnmity of the coronation waa kept upon the Hixteenth 
of July : and here the king, according to custom, took an oath 
to nwiiitJiin the lihcrtics and privileges of the Cliurch, and 
govern according to law, and was afterwanls crowned by the 
arcldushop of Canterbury. 

Tln^ next day after the coronation there n-aa a general pnv 
oeaaitm, for a Uossbg n[H)n the king and kingdom ; the bt^ops 
and temporal lonl<t a[ipearing in their coronation robes, 
nuus bialiop of liocliester, a learned prelate, made a 
U)Hm lltitf DOCMKHi. " The purport of it was to penniade 
litnls and commons to lay dorni their old auimoGiliea, and 
eoino to a giMnl uuderstanding ; to preea the great men not to 
ih\ or Wirtlicn tlioir tenants or the lesser people without 
r and that, when the cniwn and the public requii 

ill. -tance, thoy should contribute their proportion che 

Aill^, with^uit making any remonstrance, or briaging an odii 
WMM IW aAninirtration. Ho likewise cxlinrtefl thow of 
VwtlV QOVit and fcmily to disengage from their licentiot 
to wM Ml VXMkpte of Tiftae and fwbriety, and live suitably 
till* innOMNWgr of tiMir pnooola age ; giving them to undc 
tlMl Uw tfonwration of fibefiutes would, in all tikeUJi 
•^\iXf the king miAv in bis moimla, and prove dangerous to 

kitVgtIiMit " 

,Mm)UI Ibia time th« pofM sent a bull to the nnirereHy 
*»\f»m*, to iSMUplain of their c<*nniffanoe at Wicklifl"s d< 
and llwt tliex had BuA«>r«Hl him to pn>|uigatc his errors so lot 
wOhinH etvn^xiion. Now, whether the heading members of : 
niu>rt»lly ttvn- WicklifT* friends, or whether they wert; orei^ 
aw\nt by thi> gnvi men in h'» interest, w somewhat uncertain : 
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debgitod a gi-eat while wh'ethor they should receive 
it or not. Neither does he acquaint us with their final resolu- 
tion ; be only reports that the demurring upon this point was 
a scandalous instance of dcgODcrac)*, and a great blemish upon 
ihe bunour of the university. 

Tbis pope Gregory' XI. sent another bull to the archbishop, 
uid bishop of London, to take care to preserve the king and 
bis court from NS'icklifTs infection, and to inform liis highness 
and tbc ministers of state^ that these novelties were not only 
points of speculation, and errors in belief, but dangerous tu 
crril gin-ernnient. 

Upon tho moeixing this bull, and another to the same pur- 
pose not long after, the biahopA promised to puraue the pope^s 
tutzuctions, and act vigorously in the affair ; and to this 
purixne, ^^'icklilf was sumnioned befoi'c a synod at Lambeth. 
He appeared accordingly, and it was generally believed lie 
wonkl not have been dismissed without nuirks of discipline ; 
bat one Lewis Cliffurd, a gentleman, entering the chapel in a 
ruffling way, and forliidding the bishops to proceed to sen- 
tence, their courage failed them, and the prosecution was 
dropped. For this faintness, they are extremely blamed by 
WalsiSgham, who charges them with downright cowardice, says 
they were frighted with the shaking of a leaf, forgot the inte* 
rest of the Church, and the dignity of their order. However, 
to oiahe Llieir ^ving way the less surprising, we are to observe 
thai the mob broke into the synod, undertook \Vickli&"6 de- 
faaoe, and behaved tlieinselves in a menacing uiamiei-: and, 
they mi^ht probably conclude Clifford would not have 
ao hanly without private countenance at court. To which 
we may add, that ^Vickliff qualified his propositions, explained 
hie meaning to a more commodious sense, and gave the synod 
WDie sort of satisfaction. 

To mention some |iarliculars in his apology: here, by 
of preliminary, he owns himswlf willing to retract any 
he may have been gwilty of, and submit to the correc- 
tion of holy Church. From heneei he proceeds to explain his 
prapositions ; and whereas he liad asserted that all mankind, 
OhriKt excepted, has no auUiority to give Tetcr, his successors, 
or order, any perpetual civil douiinion : this proposition ho 
endearoura to maintain by a verj- surprising medium, and that 



5G7. 



Id. p. 301. 



lAf i\miJ at 
LamUtk 



r 



tome <j/"i» 

pnrpttatlimu. 



14* 



ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY [■ooii 



RUB- 
BURY, 

Abp Ctnt. 



is, because il is not in the power or aien to liioder our Sanoui 
cofning to judgment, and putting an end to ciril governtnenl. 
And thus he defeods another resembling' assertion, that God 
cannot give a nun and his hei^^ a title to a perpetual empin : 
that this cannot be done, if we take the duration for a strict 
eternity : becanse if the world should last always, the Chureh 
would always continue in a state of trial, and the bappinen of 
the saints would be disappointed. He endeavours to diaen- 
(ai^e himself from another of his propoiatlonB, in whicli 
lie had asserted that dominion was founded in grace. And 
here, to make the sense less shocking, be declares be ooh 
meant that this privilege should be understood of a foture 
atale, and not commence till good people come to heaven ; an<l 
then our Saviour's prouii»c will be vcritied. and they shall bi* 
made lords of all his household. To proceed : that crude, un- 
sound assRrtion which maintains that temporal lords may, hutli 
with justice and commendation, disseize the Church of lier 
patrimony in case of her misbchanour ; this proposition, 
say, is thus strained towards an inoflen&ivc sense ; that 
by virtue of his sovereign omnipotence, may transfer 
iirom the clergy- to the fatly at pleasure : and in conacquencQ < 
this prerogative, he may command temporal princes to take 
away the eccletuastics' estates : but that it was far from 
iuteution to maintain that secular lords had any right to la) 
their hands upon the revenues of the Clmrch in an arbitnzy 
manner, and without proceeding according to the laws of jus- 
tice and the constitution. FurtheT, whereas he had maintained 
that Christ never gave his disciples authority to excoromtinicate 
any person for defrauding them in a civil interest ; he molli- 
fies this assertion, by adding, that though it was not lawful for 
the clei^ to exert the censures of the Church, upon the score 
of being denied their dues ; yet they may do it in defence 
their commission, and to vindicate the honour nf Go<1 
Aafi.]i.3M. niigfaty. To mention only one more: It is not possible 
God Almighty to grant the pope, or any other Chrii^tian, 
power of binding and loosing at pleasure, and without regard 
to any due manner in the exercise of the keys. In ejcpluning 
this conclusion, he declared, it was not his meaning to leasen 
the authority of the pope, or any other prolate, nor to deny 
them the power of binding and Imwing, in virtue of their rvpre- 
MtttAtion of our .Saviour, A nd thus, as the liistorian goes on. 
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Wjckliff, by qualifjing his propositions, and putting a varnish RiCRART> 

upon his doclriuc, imposed ujwn liia triara, and escaped the -^ i 

ceusurc of the t^od. However, hia being acquitted upon 
these terms it* a Kign the bishops were disposed to take a 
moderate satisfaction ; othermse, so strained a defence would 
nevw have paBsed, But notwithstanding the slenderness of 
the apolog)-, it seems it was something extraordinary in Wick- 
tiff; for, as Waltiingham reports, be used to nmiiitain these 
propoaiUous iu Uie schools and pulpit, in tho up])erraost and 
obviouB meaning, without any distinctions or limitations wliat- 
soever. Tho sj-nod, at his being dismissal, commanded him 
Bilence, and not to entertain the laity with disputes of such 
dangerous consequence ; however, he took no notice of the 
buhops^ injunction, but went on in his former liberty, addiug 563. 
■ome new tenets which sounded harsher than the rest : but of 
tlieae more afterwards. Id. p. scut. 

This }*ear there was a parliament held at Westminster on -d rmark 
tfae qnindenes of Hilar)'. From hence, it is evident tho com- 'c^jMtarton 
pntation of the year was changed from Christmas to our Lady- ^"■J*"'- 
day : for all historians agreeing tliat this king Kicliard began 
his reign in June 1377, it follows, tliat if the year had began 
cither at Christmas or the first of January, this parliament, 
which met after the feast of St. Hilary, must have been held 
in the year 1378, whereas the stjitute-book tells us expressly, 
it was held '*■ Anno primo Ricardi sccundi," and in the year of 
our Lord 1377. » Rirh.2. 

To proceed : in this parliament it was moved by the Uity, 
** That no oflSccr of holy Church should lay any discipline upon 
the fortunea of the people for correction of sin, but only enjoin r, itntnlii 
them spiritual penance. This nietliod," they said, "would bo '([J^'' 
more likely to reform the offimder." The king, refusing to l Rich. 2. 
pve way to this petition, let them know, " the prelates should 
proceed therein as formerly, according to the laws of holy 
Oiurch, and not otbensitte." There were several things passed 
in this parliament in favour of the clergy : for the purpose ; 
"All prelates and clerks had the liberty of bringing an action a ataimtei 
of trespaaa against purveyors who gave them disturbance ; and ^nS^ 
upon this suit they were to recover treble damages. Item. ^**'*^' ^ 
No ecclesiastical judge, or other person, was to be indicted 
or imprisoned, or oUierwise disturbed for holding pleaa, or 
maintaining a suit in the spiritual court for tithes^ or other 
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thtiigs, which of right ought, and of old times vere wont, 
pcrlaiu to the same spiritual court. And, Ustly, that if 
minister of the king, or oilier, shall arrest any |»erson of holj 
Churchy nhen doing or intending divine senice, ahall ham 
imprisonment, be raneontod at the king^s will, and make grae 
to the parties so arrested." 

Thus the clerfiy wns relieved by this session, not to mention 
the conflrniing the rigltte and franchises of the Church, nhich 
was tJien the custuniar^' practice of every parliament. 

Upon the death of pojw Uregory XI. there happened 
double election ; one |iart of the conclave chno«ing Urban V| 
and the other Clement VII. The agents of boUi these par- 
ties applied to tlie king and the English bishops. The 
bishop of Oantcrbur)', upon examination of the case, found 
right in Urban, declared for him, and brought the kingdom 
into Iiis interest. 

This pope, at his first coming into the conclave, began to 
declaim ogainBt the avarice of the cardinal**, charging thi 
with prevarication in their f<ireign employmentji; that wl 
they were sent nuncios to princes* courts to procure a peace, 
tliey minded the enriching themselves more than the ropoAO 
of Christeuilom. .^nd here one t)f the cardinals, who liad for- 
merly l>een bishop of Amiens, was particularly marked ; the 
pope not scrupling to say, that when Gregory XI. despatfdied 
this prelate to the courts of England and France, invtead of 
composing the diflerences, he made it his business to widen 
tlio breach, and refresh the quarrel: and that, in short, he 
proved false to his comuii^iun, and plundered the two king- 
doms of a vast nMm of money. The cardinal of Amiens, being 
stung with this rcpmacli, and not in a condition to defend 
himself, broke out into a |tasaion, gave the pope the lie, and 
left the conclave in a contemptuous manner. Soon after. 
Urban deprived this cardinal and his party, who, in rercn] 
cboaa cardinal Robert, of Geneva, a French nobleman, 
went by the name of Clement VII. Pope Urban VI. reset- 
tled the see at Rome after it had continued at Avignon above 
sixty yeara. 

At a parliament held at Gloucester, this year, the commons 
complained, that many of the clergj', under the pretence of 
ailva csedua^ look tithe of timber : they desired, th^fore, that 
in such eases they might have their remedy in prohibitions. 
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tt WBS likewise moved, that the lime fur computing the growth RICHART) 

of silva <aedua might bo shurtciied from twenty to ten ycara : ■ .' 

and tiiat aJI underwood of raoro than ten years' growth might j?, Bm in 
be discharge*! from paying tithes: hut the king referred this ^"'[•""■He- 
matter to ancient usage, and refused to pas4 the bill. Ou the 2Rktu>rd -i 
other eide^ the archbishop of Cantcrbnr)- complained of an 
iovBsaoD uj^ion the franchisee of holy Church, and tliat the privi- 
leges of eanctuary were violated. The instance meant by the Samdtiary 
archbishop waa thia ; one Robert Hauloy, a gentleman, who tn^^tr'^nm- 
flpil to the abbry churcli of \V'e3train5ter, was murdered at the '^^^ill^ 
high aJtar, while the priest waa officiating. A servant, likewise, ^ "-"eit-iiV 
beloDging to tliat church, who interposed to preserve Hauley, 
underwent the same fate. Immediately ujhiu the news of this 
accident, the hislinjis met, and excuinmunieated all those who 
were present at tlie riot, or had advised or countenanced the w«!^nc' 
murder: but the Icing, the princess, his mother, and tlie duke V™;'^. 
of Lancaster, were by name excepted from the censure. In ii.v 
short, the archbishop made a tragical complaint of this outrage, 
and inHifited on satisfaction. 

To this, Bomo of the temporal lords replied, '* that the de- r*^va.|v- 
aign of sanctuaries was pcr^'erted : that they were abused to a ^,^' 
proieetion against paying of debta, and that Hauley lost his ^^JJJ*^ 
life in a qtmrrel of that natnrc ; and whereas several doctors of nmetnarf. 
divinity, of canon and civil law, have given it as their opinion, 
under oath, that the shelter of holy Church was only to be 
aSurded to such who wcro prosecuted to the loss of life or 569. 
limb ; now the privilege waa practised to an nnwarrantable 
latitude, and extende<l to protect people in actions of account. 
That such undue favour was a stop upon justice and a proju- 
dico to the creditor. They added, further, that neither the un5S:^"' 
pope, nor any lay prince, could grant such privilege to the - ^"^ ^^ 
Church. And if any such grant should be made, the Church »i>tii.38. 
was bound, in principle and conscience, not to accept it. 

The bishops desired time to give in their answer, which 
being granted, both sides seemed to acquiesce, and the dispute 
waa dropped. ^ a. d 1579. 

The next year, at a parliament held at WestminBter, it waa ^""f '" 
enacted, that none should farm any benefices of the Church />..«. m 
belonging to an alien, without the king's licence : nor con- pl!^fi^ 
vey money out of tlie realm to an alien for such farm : and 'i^^^ 
tl»l whoever acted contrary to this statute, should incur the KmgiamJ. 

I. 2 
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punishment contatned in the statute of provisorB^ maJe in 
27th year of the late reign. 

And thus the parliament^ by barring foreigners all prof 
in their prcfLTments in tlio Church of England, stmek at tl 
root of the papal provisions, and projected an c-ITcctual rcmt 
to prercnt the cx[H>rting of treasure, and the iinpoveriabiug tlie 
kingdom. 

While WicklifTs controversy was kept on foot, the pea- 
sants made a fomiiJabIc insurrectinn. They appeared in thrtie 
numerous bodies, one in Kent under the conduct of Jack 
Straw and Wat Tyler ; a second in Suffolk ; and a third 
headed by John Littatar, a dyer in Noriolk. These muti- 
neers had neither letters nor quality, but consiflted of people of 
the lowest rank. They were preached into this commotion by 
one John Ball, a priest, who beat out the scheme, and encou- 
raged the rebellion. A project of this bulk and boldness 
not funned and concerted upon a sudden : it seems it 
been no less than twenty years under IJalFs cnntnSiinc 
During this interval, he made it lua business to deliauch 
understandings of the vulgar, making them believe that serri- 
tiide and viltaniifte wa-r a state never intended by God and 
nature : that tliis cf)ndition nf disadvantage was imposed by 
the wealthy, and ke|)t up by injustice and ambition. That 
Christians ought to assert their native liberty. That as men 
were equal at fir&t, they ought to continue so ; and tJiat those 
who had engrossed more than their share, sliould relinquish 
part of their wealtli. resign their quality, and throw up 
overbalance : and in cise they refu«-d so rt-asonable a refo 
ation, tliey were to be reduced by force ; for where nature 
cqnalj power and condition onght to l>e so too. From henc 
he proceeded to acquauU them further with the liberties th< 
were bom to : gave them a discharge from paving titht 
preached strongly against tlie authority of the clergy, and 
fine, told thera they were under no obligations eiUier to Church 
or State. And to give this pestilent discourse the bott 
colour, he mixed it witli some of the more plausible of Wiel 
liflTs opinions. These topics for liberty and levelling reooi 
mended him strongly to the peasantrj", who when he waa n< 
suflereil to appear in a church, flocked about him in the streeti 
and ran after him to field conventicles. At last, being exeor 
mnnicated, and refusing to move for absolution, he was appre- 



bvnded xnd impriHoned by Uie order of the archbUhop ofRlcltART) 

ChnterbuiT. When they were carrying lum to gaol, he t^ild - .' - 

tbeni bo sliould be enlarged by an army, and have twenty 
thousand men to give liim his liberty ; ^^hich happened 
accordjagly m a Uttic time. Fur now the iusurructiou of the 
peasants broke out, and the rabble began to defy the govem- 
mcot: and being increased to a great numWr, they rendez- Thj 
nniBed upon BlackUeath, under the eomiuand of Jack Straw ^po^ sfo,.*- 
■nd Wat Tyler; names which the»e generalu uf the mob gave ^'^^ 
tbeniBelres in deriuon of people of quality. And here, in a 
few d«y8> they were so powerfully reinforced, that they thought 
Uwmsclves invincible. In this condition of strength and con- 
fidence, they began to practise their scheme, and execute their 
project of refornintion. In the iirst place, tlit-y made a gaol- 
deUvervt knocked off Uie malefactors' cliaina, and enlarged their 
champion Jotm Ball : and for hit; firat preferment, they make 
him their pastor, and give him the conduct of thoir consciences. 
Iloll, who was reserved not to let his character sleep, preached wjii..*- 
to the army upon this proverbial rhj-me — ^"""j *"»'■ 

" When Adamc da]vc, and Eave span, j^miquit. 

Who was then a gentleman!" J^'JH^" 

" In treating tliis subject, he put them in mind of the 
^H|pnal equality uf mankind ; and that as long aa they were 
^^wmed by tlie laws uf uatun.-, they kept upon even ground, 
and maintained this blessed parity. That all ihoeo distinclioos 
of dignity and degree are inventions of oppression ; tricks to 
keep people out of their ease and liberty, and in effect nothing 
else bat a conspiracy of the rich against the poor. And there- 
fore, to make their project significant, and do themselves right, 
he advised them to kill the lurdb spiritual and tcmpoi-al, the 
judges, the bwyere, and all pen and inkhoru-mcn who belonged 
either to M'^estminstor-hall or the court Cliristtan : that these 
men were all enemies to the liberty of tlic commons, and not 
to be endured : but these being once dispatched, servitude and 
pai*erty would die witli them : and when this impediment was 
mnovcd, it wuuld be in the power of the commons to new 
mode] the Uws, and purge off the malignity of the constitution; 
to fix an e«tabltshnicnt upon a levelling foot, and make all 570. 
petiple equally liappy. That Ood had now put an opportunity 
into their hands tu eufraucbisc themselves : that it was now 
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their bnmnras to seize the advantage, and close with the jtme* 
turo, for that the time onco sHpt was never to be rotrioved." 

Tliis subject thug handled was extremely agreeable to the 
undience, and Rail was wonderfully caresecd fur the wit and 
honMty of his discourse : they cried him up for a prophet seat 
thuin from heaven, and that he was the only person that deserved 
to be archbishop and lord chancellor. And now, being thoroughly 
furnished with ju-inciples and courage, they call a council of 
war, where it was resolved, that the archbishop of Canterbury, 
the elioncellor of England, and some others they had marked 
out, Nhould be executed as traitors, without any fomiality uf a 
trial. After tliia, they published a declaration in tiie name of 
the king and conmions, not mentioning either the bishope or 
tompornl nobility. 

Tlie king wnt some gentlemen to them to inquire the reosoo 
of tlu>ir meot-ing in auch numbers, and making so extraordinary 
an appearance. Theee messengers were ordered to return 
forthwitli, and tell the king they were convened upon weighty 
aflkira, and in which the commonwealth was deeply concerned : 
Uuil they would gladly acquaint the king with their intentions, 
anil therefoi-e if he was desirous to know the meaning of their 
drawing together, it wonld be necessary for him to make them 
« vtsit. 

The king receiving this bold answer fnmi the rebels, advised 
witli his council what was to be done. And here, many of the 
boani persuaded his lu'glmctis to go to Rlackheath, and harangue 
tlio mob ; that soft language and large promises would in 
all likelihood prerail with those mal-contents to lay down 
their arni;*, and disperse; but the archbishop of Canterbury, 
and Robert Hales, lord treasurer and master of St. Jobn^s 
hospital, were of a contrary opinion : they said it was neither 
snie nor honourable for the king to go that lejigth of conde- 
flJ|^2l scension, and trust his person with so desperate a multitude: 
that bis bcftt way would be to meet them at the head of an 
aimy. to drive thetii out of the field n-ith his troops, and bring 
them to their duty by force. 

This advice being discovered by some of the cotmcil, and 
coming to the ears of tlie mob at Ulackbeath, Uiey aD cried 
nut for the apprelieuding and executing the ardibtshop and 
traimrcr Hales. Fpon this, they march tminediately to 
London, and coming np the Strand, break open the dnke of 







And here, notwithfttandlng 
ttiijy do nut fall to pluudcr, but 
destTuy ; and are strangely freakish in their disorder. They ^^^j^' 
the nlver and eold plate in pieces with their pole-axes; i««*»«»rf_ 
the tiaaiie, and velvet beds and hangings, beat tlie jewels omtragi*. 
to powder with their liamraers, pull all the Hne furniture in 
pieeeftt and throw it into the Tliamcs, and at last set fire to the 
nobfe boiidiDg and march off. 

Fmro hence they mured to the Temple, rifled the lawyers, 
and dtietroyed the records. Afler this rav;^, to revonj^ 
tbeaiBehreB upon the treasurer Halca, thcj went to Clcrkenwell, 
and set fire to St. John's hospital. And now being increased 
to a prodigious number^ they divided their force into three 
bodies: one tUvixion was lo scour the country on ClerkenwcU 
aide, and bring iu forage ; another detachtnent was jK>sted at 
MBe-eod to cut off sucoonrs from the governnieiit^ and swear 
those to the canse who wore coming to London ; the remain- 
lof^ part of the army encamped upon Tower-hill. The king 
and his council were rciired to the Tower, which was provided 
with ft strong garriaoo : but the soldiers being seize<l with the 
terror of the intmrreclioD, aud wanting rnuragt^ U^ their nuin- 
ben, opened their gates to the rebellion. When the peasants TA^wenirr 
entered, they swaggered beyond measiure, threatened to cut the ^ ^'^;, 
garrison iu pieces, came ruHling up to the king, moved fot^^^^' 
liberty and estates, and demanded the arclibisliup and trea- trttuanr 
marvr Hales might be put into tlieir handii for execution. It 
MMBS, they were thought too strong to bo denied anything. 
^^Brtwrt, the archbishop and treasurer Hales were immediately 
* ^ out of the fort, and beheaded ujwn Tower-hill. The 

larcfabisbop, who foresaw what would happen, had spent all the 
lagfat in pnyer, and was olficiating in the chapel when the 
rebels entered. When divine service was over, he camo out to 
tJbe mob, and beliaved himself with great uucx>uocrncdnesa 
•ad coarage, saying, "that when n man could not live, either n.'.r.-i-^ 
with conscience or honour, death was an advantage to him ; j^tT-Li 
and that he thanked God he had never been in a better pre- ''*^'''^*- j 
paratjou to leave the world.*' When he found them make a 
horrid noise for his blood, and eager to finish the murder, he 
exhorted thi'm to their duty tu Uud and the king ; aud after 
having forgi^'cn hifl enemies, and pra^-ed for tlteir pardon, he 
kneeled down to the sword without the least sign of concern: jsBI. ' 
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and here, as the crime was barbarous, the manner was butcherly 
and cruel, for he received eight strokes before his head iras 
severed. ThuB, this loyal and learned pn^late died a martyr 
to the statf, and fell by the rage of the rebiiUious mob. ll is 
said, that one John Starling, who boasted of his being the 
executioner, lost his life in the sanie maniipr within a few days. 
The ai-chbishoji was bom at Sudbtirj", in Suffolk, from whence 
he took his name, according to the custom of those 
His father, Ni^el Tybold, was a gentleman of conditioi 
This Simon, having received the best improvements of Enj 
education, travelled into France and Italy, and studied the 
civil and canon law in the universities there. His proficteacy 
was such, that he was taken notice of in the pope's coort, 
made domestic chaplain to pope Innocent VI., and auditor of 
the rota. Upon the death of Michael Norburgli, bishop of 
London, he was prcfen-ed to that see, and from thcnoe wu 
translated to Canterbury. Besides the other commendable 
parts of bis character, \V^1lBingham reports him a prelate of 
surprising elocution, and the best statt^man in the kingdom. 
When this prelate was bishop of London, ho founded and 
endowed a collegiate church for secular priests at Sudbury, 
which, a.t tlie dissolution in the reign of king Henry VIII., 
was valued at a hundred and twenty-two pounds per annum. 
After his remove to Canterburj% ho built the west-gate of ll 
city, and made a stately wall from thence to the north-gate. 

Thif* year, eomc time before the death of the archbisbni 
William llurton, chancellor of the University of Oxford, pul 
Nslicd a decree against Wickliff's doctrine concerning the holy 
euchorist. The decree sets forth, that VVickliif, besides (ithiT 
dangerous opiniomi, maintained, tliat in tlie sacrament of thu- 
altar, tiw substance of bread and wine remained after conse- 
cration. And, secondly, that the body and blood of Christ 
Tvas not substantially and corporally, but only figuratively and 
emblematically, in tliat blessed sacrament. This doctrine is 
directly condemned by the vice-chancellor, and transubatan- 
tiation asserted to the height of the Lateran council : and all 
persons in the university forbidden to teach or maintain tl 
tenets above-mentioned, under the penalties of imprisonment? 
BU^nsion from all university privilege, and the greater ex- 
communicatioD. This censure is signed by thirt«>en doctors, 
besides the chancellor. 
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To rotum to the pensants, who were now prown bo formi- richarii 

dftUc that the king prouiiscd to grant them atl their dcniands . J , 

condition they would forbear murder, and burning of 
bouses. Many of thum l>cing satisfied with tUia coucessioD* 
Adiandcd. The rest, who continued in a body, moved that 
t hoc new privileges might be engrossod, and confirmed under 
the broad aca). After some da^-s had been Bpent in debating; 
the articles, which were not wholly adjusted, Wat Tyler, tho 
mob generel, demanded an authority from the king's letters- 
patent to kill all the lawyers. And though the king demurred 
to tlus petition, Tyler never doubted but that it would be 
gnuited mt laat. And, upon his return to the rabble, was so 
Toin K« tn tell them, tluit the burthen of the constitution would 
quickly bo removed ; and that within four days there M'oiild be n-<tt TV»r 
no law in the kingdom but wlwt came out of his mouth : the jJfH;^?!'^ 
Dvxt day, tlie king sent Tyler a message tn attend him in '";•"<-<> 
Smithfieldf to treat further upon the articles. Tyler, though he Kni^LioB. 
rvtumed a rude answer, came to the place accordingly. And j^-rip^^JT" 
bov, behaving himself at his usual rate of insolence, the king "^"^ 
orScnd Sir \ViUiam Walworth, mayor of London, to arrest i>«m, IiSb(. 
him. Walworth executed the king's order with great courage, jjnfj^an, 
aad knocked down Tyler with the city mace : some say, he ^*'V'»'' '" 
■teblied him with a dagger, and others will have it that one Weavrr'* 
Staodicbe, a gentleman, or, as Weaver calls him, Cavendish, Monumenu, 
gave him a mortal wound. p- ^'^■ 

Th6 peasants, seeing their general thus dispatched, stood 
Co their arms, and made a countenance of revenging his death. 
The king, to prctvent mischief, called aloud to them, and bid 
tbetn folkiw him, and they should have satisfaction : by 
bamouring their frenzy thus far, ho drew them into the Holds, 
Bod presen-ed the suburbs from bciug fired. In the mean 
dne. Sir William Walworth came dowTi with a thousand of 
the city militia, attacked the undisciplined rabble, who, after 
■onie Uttle slaughter, Uid down their amis, and submitted: 
but being too many for imprisonment and execution, the 
goremment let most of them go. 

Soon after \\'at Tyler's death, the mayor of London seized 
Jack Straw in an cating-hou^e, who was afterwards tried and 
condemned for high treason. The mayor, to draw him to a 
confctitiion, promised, if he would discover the particulars of 
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the plot, he should have the l>enefit of iua« s$id for hm sooL 
Upou this promiso, he begau his narrative : 

'* When we scut for the king tu Blockheath," amy» he, **oir 
design n*as to have killed the guards, and all the gentlcnsD ' 
that attended the court. And being tha» poMeswd of the 
l(ing''B person, we intended to have inarched \tilh hixn thrDO^ 
the whole kingdom, forced him to countenance our conspiracy, 
and declare all those traitors who had been dispatched by to. 
And after nc had brought the whole pea^uuitry into our hc- 
tion by this artifice, our next step would have beten to deatroy 
the lords spiritual and temporal, the king, the monks, caaona, 
and rectors of parishes, and not to spare any of the clef;^;, 
excepting Oio Friars Mendicant, and some poor priests to 
officiate. And, being thus disencumbered from all oppoaitioai 
we designed to cast the government in a new mould, draw up 
a body of laws for our purpose, set up a king in every county, 
and make Wat Tyler monarch of Kent, witli a kind of 'nofe- 
rial authority over the rest. Now the archbishop of Canter- 
bury countermining our plot, and being a great enemy to our 
undertaking, we hated him above all men living, and took him 
off in the tirst itlacc."' Thus far this traitor's ooaleaeHHi. 
Rut before we take leave of hira, we are to observe, be had 
been at the head of tlie boors, in Suffolk, where they acted up 
to the same degree of villany and outrage. For instance, tb^^ 
broke into the abbey at St. Edmundsbury ; seized the charta^H 
to free the townsmen from the jurisdiction of the monastery ; 
murdered the pi-ior, and Sir John Cavendish, chief justice, w 
set tfaoir heads on a pillory in the market-place. 

While SutTulk was thus harassed and disturt>ed, there waa 
great rising of the peasantry' in Norfolk, under the conduct 
John Liitstar, above-mentioned. These rebels forced 
lord Scales, and several gentlemen of quality, to march along 
with them, and oountenauce their proceedings. At last, eithe 
repeating Uic insurrection, or apprehensive tbey might mi 
carry, they sent Sir William Murley, Sir John Brcwes. 
three of their own riiatics, to the king. Their business 
to procure a discbarge from villanage^ and a cliarter of pard 
and that these inHtnnnents of privilege and security might 
drawn more full and comprcheuaive than the charters granted 
to other coimtiea. 
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Henr\' Spencer, bishop of Norwich, hearing of this Jnsurree- RicnARD 

tioo, marched ont of Butlandtihirc for >orfaUt with only eight . ['; , 

men ai arms and a few archers. At IcklinKham, near Barton "*" *'*'r' 

_ ._ , 1-1 111 - rrHion m 

MuB, be met the two KtughlH and the tiireo pf^anarts f^nng to i^t^rfAk 
the king. And here, releasing the gentlemen, and executing JJ^^!JU2^^ 
the three traitors, he moved forward, and being joined by the 'j*^^ 
gentry, marched to North ^V'al8hanl, where the rebels were 
flDCMmped. The bishop behaved hiuiself with extraordinary 
bravery upon this occasion, and n-as the 6nit man ttiat attacked 
Uis lixMB, and broke into the camp. The rebels defended 
fheiBBelves with resolution for some time, but were routed at 
bat, and many of them killed ia the pursuit. Littstar, and 
socae other capital traitors, were taken and executed. And 
thtts the disturbance in that county was suppressed. After w«itm»- 
thia ■QCCeoB, the bishop marched his troopB into Cambridge ^**l^ ^^ 
and Huntingduoahires, and reduced thoBe places. About Coi. 2639*. 
this time, the peasants in Kent and £^asex began to break 
ool in a oew insurrection : but the king publishing proctama- 
tkms of pardon, and caressing them with chailers of manu- 
limimi, tbcy were contented to disperse. And tlius this 
imuidahlo rebellion proved abortive, and went off almost as HriuV'tn 
yrpri sin g ly as it began. SuUkury. 

H Aa for Ball, who was the main-spring of the motion, opened 
UK prospect of hberty to the mob, and preached them into 
r^t^tioa, he was taken at Coventry, fn>m whence, Iwing 
brought to St. AJbanV ho was tried before Sir Rol»ert Tre- ^^^^ 
■lian, and executed upon the fif^enth of July. After \x\a h.^-i^i^J' 

tinirt r« (At 



eoadeauiatioD, he confessed the scheme of the plot, already ^JJ^' 
mentioned. But though Knighton makes this Ball in the >'<>>?>«on. 
loteKit of the \^' ickhflites, yet it does not appear by Balls AcHm. Col. 
cooilBnOii, that AVickhS* held any correspundeucc with the w^nv- 
rebds. Fuller mentions several other resHona to clear VVick- '^""'| '''^■ 
liflT fnjm this imputation. p. 77^, 376. 

First. Thu duke of Lancaster was known to bo the great 
patron and encourager of Wickliff; had, tlierefore, Wickliff 
been eoDcemcd in the insurrection, it is not probable Wat 
T^Abt and the Kontiidi pcai<aut£ would have fallen so foul U[>ou 
die dake, struck at his life, and burnt his palace. 

Secondly. Aniongst the articles charged upon Wicklifl'and 
Itis fullowcre at Oxford, and elsewhere, in this ruign, there is 
Dot the least mention of this rebellion in tiie proeccutiun. 
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Ooultl u\y tiling of this kind have be«n nude good, «t mvj 
iitiAKiiio it would not have been for*gottea. 
y^:^ — ' Tliirdlv. WicklifTs Jy'ng iH.«ceal>ly at In Imng at Lotted 
tyntr^ worth, in L-ci<!L>htcrshirt', some few yean after, is aised u 
\K ui. iuinth(>r Hr^rtiiniMit of his innocence. 

Hut thniif^h WicUifFwas tincnnremetl with these peuants, 
yet Juoctin takes notice, the inj^urrection broke out mndl 
About the time hia doctrines grew public, and tJiat the rebel- 
huiM bi>o» niigltl {waaibly expect to find their account io 
then I. 

Thin ycnr, Thoinns ftatfield, bishop oT Durham, departed 
this Hfe. Thia prclnte senrcd king Edward III. in hia wan ia 
France, and n'an at the taking of Calais. Ilia retinue and 
quota in the field uau very considerable, being three bannercte, 
forty fiKht knightji. a hundred and sixty-four esquires, eighty- 
ouL' arehers un hur»oback, all BuliNit>led and paid by t)ic king. 
Am In luH public benefactions, he built and endowed a houM; 
railed Ourlam coHoge, in Oxford. This fuundatiou being 
partly fur monks, sutlVred at the dissolution. But, afterwards, 
Sir Thomas Pope revived the benefrtction, undw the munc of 
Trinity college. Bishop Hatfield built a monastery for the 
4?iu-nielitefl at NorOuiUcrton, and a noble paliice called Durltam 
houne, in the Simnd, where he died in May, liaving sat ahnost 
thirty-six years. 

The see of Canterbury hod not been long vacant before the 
monkH of Christ's Church elected William Courtney, bishop of 
London; a prelate of groat capacity and figure. I'ope Urban, 
knowing nothing of tlic monks^ inclination, pitched upon the 
aiime peraon, and sent him a imtvi-sionary bull for hia tramla- 
tiott : this bull \v:ia published at Cantcrbuni' uf^n the dth of 
January. Courtney, at his first coming to Lamlwtb, had the 
arehiepiM<^)al cross brought to him, but not having recei 
Uie pall, he made a i|Uet>tion whether he was qualified to I 
it ean-icil before him. About this time, there was a match 
concluded between the king of Bohemia's sifiter and king 
Uichiinl. Now, the marr)-ing the king, and crowning the 
c|ueen, woa the archbishop's privilege, in right of his Church. 
But being not furni^ied with the pall, he liad another scruple 
about [(orfonning this ceremony. But the monks of Cauter- 
bur)'. who were his casuists, satisfied hia ccmscience : and 
proved, by several precedents, tlmt tlic nrchliisltupa of (^n 
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boiy vtfi^ to execnte the functions of their character without RICHARD 
the countenance of the pall. 



II. 



) 



The next year, the king empowered the bishops to arrest ^n. 1383. 
■Bii hofffison the Wickliffitce, and eomnmndcd all hb subjects mpowrS 
not to abet any of that ficrsua^ou, but to assist the bishops in '"J"^^ 
the execution of this order. u^*. 

To proceed, if Knighton docs not nuatake, Wicklifl" was ra^vHi i 
ifwUoncd for his doctrine at I.rf)iulon, before the bishops this ^- ^^ 
jmt: where, bad he not been supported by the duke of Lan- 
ttster, hiinsclf and his party had been utterly crushed, flon- 
enr, he did not lliiiik fit to rest entii-cly ujion the duke's 
protection : for though his answer did not come up to satis- 
faction, yet there was something of compliance in it. His 
belief, with re8j>ect to the holy eucliari^t, is as follows : — 

** I knowleche that the sacrament of the autar is verry God- WieUifa 
dna body in fourrae of hrede : but it is in another manner ^^Aw^ 
Goddus bodv then it is in hevene. For in hevene it is sene fote, /r","^ *■ 

, ' (A* ill/* 

in fourme and figure of fleshe and blode ; but in the sacrament, eiuAantt. 
Goddus body is be m\Tacle of God in fourme of brede ; and ia 
be Douther of acne fote, ne in mannes figure, but aa a man 
teeres for to tbenk the kinde of an ymagc whether it be of oke, 
or of aabe, and settys his thouzt in liim in whom is the yuiage : 
so mycbe more schuld a man leve to thenk on tlic kynde of 
brede, but thenk uj)on Christ, for his body is the same bredo 
that ia the sacnuncnt of tlie autere, and with alle clenness. alio 
derocion, and alle charitye, that God wolde gif him, worsciiippe 
he Grist, and then he receyues God ghostly more niedefully 
th*a the prist that syngus the masse in less charity. For the 
bodely eiying ne profytes nuulli to soule but in als mykul as 
Uie soul is rc<!de with charity. This sentence is provyde ho 
Onat tliat may nouzt lye. For as the gospel says ' Crist that 
night that he was betraiede of Judos Scarioth, he tok brede 
in hise hondes, and bleesidc it, brak it, and gaf it to hisc cnifhtai], 
dueiplus to etc.* For he says, and may not lye, ' This ia my ^™ „ . 
body."" SiJJ. 

Knighton reports further, that WicklifTs courage failed him 
before the bishops ; that he disclaimed the novel opinions laid 
to his charge, and protested, that notnitlistanding they were 
lod in his name, he was unconcerned in them. Rut 
ler Knighton's representation will hold as to the main, 
Bttj bo a question : that he was out in one circumstance la 
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pretty probable. He teUa us, Wickliff, by the pope's order, 
was cit«d to appear before the archbishop of Canterbunr «o4 
other divines, at Grey Kriare, in Loodoa ; aod tfaafc be made 
his appearance accordingly. Now Uus archbidiop, meslkecd 
by Knif*hton, most be Courtney, for Sudbury was mur de nd kit 
year. And thou^ it must be granted, this prdate, aevcnl of 
hts suffragans, and other ilivince. met at Grey Frian, Lonkia, 
upon the 17tli of May this year ; yet since the record mm- 
tiona nothing of WicklifTs being before them, we roar pro- 
bably conclude he was not there. 

The design of this meeting of tlie arclibtshop and the rv«t 
was to examine the opinions naid to be held by Wicklitf and 
his followers, some of which were condemned for plain heresy : 
others were censured with some abateraent^, and only pn^ 
nounectl erroneous, and contrary to the doctrine of the Churdi 
in loBser matters. 

The heretical conclusinns are these : 

1 . That in the Bacrament of the altar, the substance of the 
material bread and wine remains afler consecration. 

2. That the accidents do not remain without their subject 
in tliat sacrament after consecration. 

S. That Christ is not truly, really, and corporeally pwac rt 
in the sacmnicnt of the altflr. 

4. That a bishop or priest in mortal sin, has no authority 
to ordain, conaecrato, or bapti/e : and that all these acta an 
nullities under such a moral indisposition. 

5. That there ts no ground in the gospel to believe our 
Saviour instituted the mass. 

6. That Uod ought to obey the devil. 

7. That if the pope is under a decree of reprobation, an ill 
man, and by consequence a member of the devil, he has no 
authonty over tlie faithful, nor can pretend to any oommisBioo 
unless it be from the emperor. 

8. That after the death of the present pope, Urban VL, 
no sncceasor is to be owned under the papal character ; but 
all Christendom ought to live independently like the Greek 
church. 

9. That it is contrary to holy Scripture for ecclesiastics to 
have any endowments or estates. 

Lastly, that if a man be duly contrite, all confeesaon to the 
priest is unnecefwary and insignificant. 
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Thus C»r the heretical conclusions : the propositiona which Richard 
foBow n(?rc condemned as (inly erroneous. • ,1 * 

Fin.t. That no ifrelato ought to excommunicate any person, ^^'J^w 
unices he knows him lie under a prior excommunication bv 'i<*ivroa» 
Qod Almighty. 

Secniidly. That he who excommunicates otherwise, makes 
himsolf either an heretic or an excommunicate by the mal- 
ftd ministration of the keys. 

Thirdly. That any prelate who excommimicatea a clerk after 

thw appeal to the king and parliament, is, by this misapplica- 
tion of discipline, a traitor to God, to the kinj^, and kingdom. 

Fourthly. That those who are so much overawed by the 
eensares of the Church a» to forbear preachinj^, or hearin;^ the S74. 
word of God preached, upon the score of man's exeommunica- 
tioos, will be looked upon as traitors to God in the day of 
jodutncnt. 

Kiflbly. Tliat all right to property and temporal dominion ; 
all the authorities of an episcopal character ; all the jurisdiction 
of a prelate, arc voided and extinguiahed, so long as a man 

* continues in mortal »in. 
Sixthly. That those ecclesiastics who live in any habitual 
isunonUity may be lawfully disscixcfl of their endowments at 
the diBcrt'tiun of temporal lords : and tliut the [>eas>iutry and 
hmet tenants may punish the lords of fcos for their misbelia- 
vionr as they shall think fit. 

SeventJdy. That tithes are pure alms and chanty ; and 
tliat the parishionera may lawfully detain them from the rector 
lor bis sins, and give them to those they believe better quali- 
fied. 

Gghthly. Tliat particular prayers put up by prelates or 
■Bonks in behalf of any person, arc not more Bcrvieeable to 
mdi a iiereon than general (irayerti, provided other circura- 
^aneoaare equal. 

Kintlily. That the entering into any monastic order what* 
■oner, is a disadvant<ige to the Christian life, and mokes a 
man more indisposed for observing God^s commands. 

Tenthly. That those holy men who founded any religious 
order, either with property or witliout it, were to blame for 
the inatitutton. 

Eknrcnth. That thoee who confine themselves to a cloister, 
and lire up to tlie rules of their monastery, forfeit the bene- 
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COirRT< fita of Uieir coiiinioii Christianity. Thia ta, not withoat : 
iAbp.cwiL calleda pernicious error. 

*■ — —^ Twelfth. That the friars arc l>ound to work, and not to" 
stroll about anJ beg for their living. And 

lAstJy, That those who relieve mendicants and preadtins; 
friars, art) excouimunicateil, neither are the receiTers in an; 
better condition. 

Thoeo propoeitiona of both kiuds were condemned by the 
btshf^ divineB, civilianst and monks under-written. 

WilUani, areAhisA<^ ef CanUrhwry. 
William, b%$hop of Winchtsltr, 
' John, IfiAi^ of fiurham. 

Th(Hnas, AuiAo^ o/ KteUr. 
Jolin, bi^top of Hrr^ford. 
Ualph, bi$hop o/Sarum. 
Thomaa, bttAop of Rochatsr. 

Th noiMt ft^Lb Doetttn of the Civil and Catum Lav, 

Mr, John Appleby, dean of St. PauT^^ LomtUm. 
^ John \Vallh»m, prthendary of Yort. 

— Thomas Uakcton, arfhdMMH of London, 

— NichoUs t'haddesdcue. 

— Ralph (iregisyow. 

— Thoniag Stowp. 

— John UUvmchard. 

— William Rocoumbe. 

— John Lydeford. 

— Joho Welbounie. 

— William l*1ainburgh. 

— Adam do Molterum, bacMor of Canon Law. 

— Thomas Uraundon. 
' — John Prophet, r«c/or of Hodnkam tn Kfxt, Au kolnm^ 

The nanm of Doctor* of Dicintty and Monkt, 

Friar William Syward, ^nor, \ 

John Parys, [• PrtacUng Friart of 

John Langley, j 
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Waiiam Folvyle, 
Hugh Carle], 
Roger Frjaeby, 
Thomas Bernwd, 
ThoEUBS A)'ahbume. 
Jolui Uankyu, 
Robert W'aldebj, 
Jolin Homin^n, 
Robert Glaunvilc, 
\S'iUumi I>)-8, 
John Lovoy, 
John K^'iiin^ham, 



RICIlARn 

M. 



Minorites, 



A ufftutimam. 



Carmelite*. 



Sir John W'clla, monk o/ Jiainjiey aiul doctor of divinittf. 
Mr. John Itloxtianif UNirt£m of Merton roUmn in Oxford. 

1 Thi^ natnei of the Bachehn in Dimnitjf. 

Friar Robert Humbloton, \ 

William Pickweth, V Dominicans. 

Juhti Linfllowe, ' 



Ralph Wych, 
John Chiacldeno, 
John Tonistott, 



Franeigcan. 
I Camielitff, 



ITpon the 20th of June this year, Nicholns Herofonl and 
i^hilip Rapyng'ion, doctors of divinity, and John Ayshlon, 
master of arts, inade thtjir appoaraucc at the plncc lu Loudon 
above-mentionpd, Itefore the archbialiop of Canterbury, Hcveral 
diK'tnre of divinity, of canon and civil law, iKiiiig tlicn pn'-scnt. 
And here, Hereford, Rapyngdon, and Ayshton, wore interro- 
gated upon the same propositions which were declartMl hen'tieal 
and erroneous at the last meeting : Hereford and Rapyngdon, 
being first eicamiucdf declared by way of preliminary, that their 
intention was to be governed by their superiors, and to conform 
tht'ir belief to the doctrine of the holy Scriptures, and the 
determinations of the Church : and if either by word or prac- 
tice they have gone off from tliis rule, and happened to fall 
into any mbtake, they were ready to submit thcrasclves with 
all humility to the correction of the archbishop of Canterbury, 
or any utlicr person in authority to exercise discipline, and 
ppcwribo mcasnres. After this protestation, they proceed to 
give their answer. 

vnt.. 111. U 



Hrrrfirnt, 
UMii AfJlt'-n 

U/i,rethf 

uW imifrro 
piilnl mpon 
ihr irK/mrrtl 
iipiniimt. 



rr CM^^ 



ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY [book ti. 

coi'RT- To the Brst proposition : ''- That the Bubstmnoe of \nad mA 
Ahm^^u ^n® remained in llie sacrament of the altar after conwcntioa,'' 
^ ' they grantod it was heresy, and oi^Tied they believed the con- 
trary couclu!«iou luentiooed in the decretal, " fimiiter 

B4>in|; interrogated upon the second heretical opiiuoo, 
575. i^^'OA ca)le<l, (^iz-) "Whether the accidents remained 

their eubject, a(ler consecration, in tlie aame aacrmmeni ;** thar 
answer n-as. that doctrine was heresy, and that their bdief mm 
the aame with Uic decretal, " cum Marthe.'" 

Their answer to tlie third proposition : " That our Savioar 
n-as not identically, truly, really, and corporally present in the 
sacrament above-nientiuncd :'* to this, 1 sav, tlieir answer «as, 
that though the assertion was somewliat perplexed in the aeose, 
and ill worded, vet, as far as it was contrary to the deeretil, 
"si Dominiim," they on-ned it a heresy. And, in ahort» m to 
the whole matter relating to the holy eucharist or any other 
sacrament, they declared themselves ready to be govemod both 
in their language and belief by the doctrine of the Scriptana, 
ilie judgment of tlic Church, and tlie writings of the faoly 
Fathers. 

And not to mention the [Mirticulara of their answer any 
furthLT, they sceiai-d upuu the whulc to agroe with the oeonre 
of ihf; bi&hopa and divines, on-ning tlioee aasrartions for hemy 
and error, which bad been lately condemned as such. 

And thus, with all deference and regard, they gave in their 
answer to the archbishop : and after having thrown iu a saving 
clause for the honour of God, the orthodox beUef, and the 
privilege of conscience, they euta'atcd tlie archbishop, in cam 
he was of another opinion, to inform tliem better, and that they 
were most ready to submit to his judgm^it, grounded upon the 
authorities above-mentioned. And lastly, they begged him to 
give a favourable construction to their answer, protesting that 
those censured doctrines were never maintained by them, either 
in schools or pulpit. 

This defence being delivered in writing to the archbishop, 
was not thought satisfactory- in all points: for the purpose. 

Their answer to the firet proposition Ti-aa looked on as imper- 
fect, and therefore the archbishop asked them, whether (he 
aame numerical muterial bread phused upon the altar before 
oonsecratioD, remained in its proper substance and nature .^er 
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ion ; and the saine question \v,is put witJi respect to ftiCfiARD 
wine. To this, Herefonl and Rapyngdon replied, they _J » 
pxe not prepared at present to add any thing to their auswer 
)y given. And beitifj; required to explain themselves 
ir upon Ihe second and third article, they declared they 
oot then provided with a better answer than they had 
iJTCped in writing. 

Further, their answer to the sixth conclusion being judged 
sot, they were interrogated whether any sort of 
ice was due from God to the de\'il : they repHcd, there 
Id a qualific<] sense, tliat is, an obedience of charity, as 
ley term it: because, as they further explain themselves, the QmiaJi/ifiH 
(npreme Being loves that apostate spirit, and owes him a duty l^ u^^. 
punishment. 

Their answer to the twentieth conclusion being conceived 
H sufiiciently full and clear, the court asked them whether 
articular prayers were more bcneBcial than genera) ones ; to 
Its they only replied, they were more especially serviceable. 
And not giring an express answer tu the last conclusiun, the 
leation was put, whether they believed the friars were bound 
work for their living, and whether it was not lawful forspeimiB. 
to beg for a maintenance. To this intflrrngatory they.^''^*J,'jj'''''* 
" to make any answer. <• "iw"*- 

Upon this, the archbishop of Canterbury asked the doctors "''^*^ 
-mentioned ivliat their opinion was of Hercfoi-d and^^t^^m,*, 
lyngdon's defence: they unanimously replied, that theyjj;^[^^^ 
>ked upon the answera to the 6rst, second, tliird, and sixth ■Mo'^yW* 
inclusions as insufficient, evasive, and heretical; and that ' 
Bir answer to the nineteenth and twentieth conclusions were 

^ve and erroneous. 
The doctors having thus delivered their opinion, the arch- 
pronouncod their answers short and disrespectful ; and 
>Dtshed them to appear before him within eight days to 
|ivQ further satisfaction : at which time, unless they expt^ned 
Utemselves fully and clearly, and came directly in their ailinna- 
ion to the sense prescribed ; unless they declined the aubter- 
of sophistical terms, and the perplexities of logic, thoy 
luld t>e reputed as convict of the heterodox conclusions m. p. 634, 
ive- mentioned. 

After this monition, the archbishop of Canterbury read the 
ftt conclusion relating to the holy eucharint, and asked John 

M 2' 



6XV 



\u 



ECCLESrASTICAL HISTOHY («»» ti. 



COCftT. 

AI»p.Cui. 

umil rrror. 



I J. CM. 

wmwm m m (An 
Ku)f|li(on, 



fi76. 

(ir MIMM 



AyshtoM wliftt his l>eUcr was concerning tint point. AtbHuhi 
rcfitsirtjcr to give a cate^ricnl answer, toM the archbi^iop tint 
he believed as holy Church believed, and that he ooooemd 
nuthiuf^ uiorc was required of him. And when the ardihidK^ 
hade liitn atianer iu Laliu, he made the greater ooiae in Eog- 
lisli, trratot) his metropolitan with disregmrd, and eademTOorcd 
In bring the audience into .^in ill upinion of him. And bctog 
demanded what hi^ heUof was conceniir^ the sacrament of the 
altar, and whether the material bread remained aHer cocuccnk^ 
tioii, he tiild the archbiiiliop that point was too big for hk 
undi:fi-staiiding ; but as for the term material, lie might pcti it 
iu his {xH-ki-t, if he had any. AikI thus Aytditon's defence 
iM-ing jii(lgt>il dofeetivR, and his behaviuur contemptuooa, the 
archbishnp pronounced him guilty of all the heresy and cmr 
laid Ut his cimrge. 

After this censure, the archbishop sent a mandate to hk 
suftragans, to require them not to suffer :uiy person in tl>eir 
resjiective diocoaes to teneh or preach the \Vickliffifce doetrii 

The king hkcwidc, about this time, directed his writ to tl 
univeriiity of OxfonI for the same puryiose. By this writ, 
cliancellor and pi-octora of the university are empowered 
ordered to make soarcli after all such, of what profoftston 
degree soever, within the jurisdiction of the university, who 
wen? either known, or strongly suspected, to countenance 
maintain any here»y or error, and especially any of thi 
conclusi<inH lati'ly condemned by tlie anrhbiahop of Canterbury 
and his clergy, or any person that abetted or entertained Jol 
Wickltff, Nicholas Hereford, Philip Rapj-ngdon, or J< 
Ayshton: and when any persons, under the circuntstine 
nnd suspicions alwve- mentioned, were discovered, they sh( 
pxpr'l them the university within seven days, and not rcccii 
them again till tln^y bad disproved the cliaige, and cK 
their iimoccnec before the archbishop of Canterbury for tl 
time being. They were Ukewiso required to make 
scorch in nil the colleges and halls in the university for boul 
written by John \Vickliff or Nicholas Hereford; and, U| 
their hnding any .such, to seize and transmit them to tlie arch- 
bishop without any alteration or correction whatsoever, Ai 
all thin they were Iniund to do upon their allegiance, and und< 
the forfeiture of the lilwrties and privileges of the universitj 
and whatever dtic thcv were liable tu forfeit. And, at th 
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dtxio of tlie writ, Ihere is aii order to the sheriff of the county, KicirARli 
tho maj-or of Oxford, and all other sheriffs, mayors, officers, "• 
and subjects, to nssist tlieni in the execution of the premises. ^*^ I; 
This writ is dated the thirteenth of June, this year, and isi«>n'i.M.32. 
twu days earlier than the date of the archbtshop^H mandate 
«boTe-inentioned . 

As for Dr. Nicholas Hereford, mentioned in this writ, he is /A•»v^r»/ 
said to have gtme a mucli further length than VV^ickJilf, antl to JL^^'TJ^'' 
have asserted some things wliich were very didgtistitig and in- ^^'h' 
defensible. For imstauce, Waldenais roporta, he declared 
that Simon Sudbm*)', the late archbishop of Cantcrbur)', had 
no more ttian liia denert in being nlain, because he was an 
enemy to WiekliB*. One Dr. Peter Stokys, a Caniielite, or- 
dorod Hcreford*8 opinions to bo drawn into form by public 
notariee : and then made it his business to confute thorn both 
in his exercises and sermons. Stokys's performance upon 
the controversy Iwing made public, Hereford is said to have ri \nti<i<iit, 
rotOTDcd but a slender answer : Ire is likewise charged with o"",'"7i|^ 1 
I jiTBacJiiDg treiLSonabte and rebelliou-s doctrini'S at Oxford. ^ l"**'' 

As for Mr. Ayshtun, he has the character of a remarkable 
novelist, and. as Knighton, who lived in that reign, reports, 
maintained the following opinions in the pulpit at Leicester: 

First. " That no probt^; ought to exe<mmmnicate any [mr- Ayiitum* 
aim, «xce[»ting U{>on a principle of charity, and for the saving 
bta soul.** No harm in tins. 

Secondly. " Tliat the putting any person under an incapa- 
iciiy or disadvantage from hearing the word of Gud, is the dis- 
cipline of Aolichriat, and not of any good Chriatian.'' 

Thirdly. *" That the prelates gain their preferments by the 
fatrengtli of their jmcket, and by consequence are aimoiuae» 
and heretics." 

Fourthly. " Tho kingdom will never thrive and bo %vell set- 
tled, till tlic ccclesia-slics arc stripi>ed of their temporalities:'' 
and to press this point tho more cfftHrtually, he was full of 
motion and Tehemenco in his postures, and e.xliorted the 
audience to do their utmost in this matter. 
_^f ilUily. "Tliat the ecclesiastics, as long ari they live at the 
it mte of plenty and pleasure, arc unqualified to pray 
for the |)eoplo. and disabled in the principal (lort of their func- 
tion." 

Sixthly. "Thai if the king were jioHaessed of the l^niNt- 
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nJities of the clcr^\ there would be no occasion for taxing the 
nation, and plundering the commons. ^ 

ScveutlUy. " That those sects of religious, who prctend^l 
their way of living more perfect than thnt of Christ and his ~ 
apostles, are but of modem institution." 

Ei^thly. " That the sacrament of the altar, alter conse- 
cration, is, in truth and reality, both bread and the body of 
Christ : and that the roundness^ whitenesa, and other appear- 
ances in it, are bread/' 

Ninthly. " Tliiit those preaching friara, who conceal the 
true and scriptural representation of tluit sacrament, are ex* 
oommunicaied heretics; aud that all those who relieve and 
cherish them, fall under excommunication." 

Further, this Ayshton, as Knighton reports, delivered the 
following tenets in the pulpit at Gloucester : 

First. " Tliat the going in a crusade was one of the wick-: 
cdest undertakings.'' 

Secondly. *' That those who promote such expeditious arc 
thieves; and tliat, in effect, they only persuade ClirisLians to 
destroy and murder.*' This cunclusiuu was levelled against 
Spencer, bishop of Nonvich, who liad undertakeu a sort of 
holy war in Flanders against Clement, tlie antipope. 

Thirdly and lastly, Ayshton maintained, " tliat our Sario 
chose to t>e bom in a stable, and suffer upon the cross 
show his dislike of Cain^s camp ; that is to say, of the mo 
terics and stately houses of the monks and ecclesiastics.^ 

And here, to give a further account of the pi-ogress of Wick 
lifT's doctrine, it will be necessary to dilate a little upon th 
history of Philip Kapyiigdon, ubove-mentioued. This doctor, 
some little time before lua being cunvented by the archbisbo 
at London, had ap[>eared for Wickliff, and declared, at one 
his lectures, that he was ready to defend his tenets. Tfai 
challenge^ however, was not without an exception to the arlic 
of the sacrament. He was willing to be silent upon tliis poiu 
till the clergy were further enhghteoed. Notwitlistanding 
reserve in his declaration, those of the opposite persuasion we 
afraid he might forget his promise. For, being to preach at 
St. Fridiswide's upon that argument on the festival of Corpus 
Christi, it was highly probable he might discover somethtng- 
against the common belief U[>on this occasion. To prevcn 
the imprea»ons of sucli a liberty, tlie archlHshop of Canterburv 
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desired that Wickliff'a tenets, oensured by himseir and hts ricrard 
upoD tho 8e\'ente«intli of >Tay la^t pa^t, might be 
pubBdied at Oxford before the festival above-mentioned. The 
archbishop, upon this information, sent Dr. Stokj's a commta- 
Hon to publish VV^ickliffB tenets the same day Kapyn^un was 
to preach. He likewise wTote to the cliancellor, Dr. Bigge, 
to countenance Stokys with his couipauy at his next lecture, 
and mppear in the divinity schools when the beadle was to 
pronounce the censure of Wicklifl's opinions. The chancellor, 
hoDg disgusted at this order, reprimanded Stokys severely, and 
lepr cac ntcii him as a person diaafTectcd to the university ; and 
that his de»igu in procuring thiii order from the archbishop 
was to encroacli upon the privileges of their body : for, as he 
continues, no bishop had any authority to proceed against 
heresy in the university. 

After this, calling a congregation of the heads and masters, 

declared publicly he »hould be bo far from a^asiating Stokys, 
that he would appose him to the utmost ; that he designed to have 
a hundred men in arms, engage the mayor and town militia 
to join him, and prohibit the pubhcatiou of those censured 
ouDcIusions at the utmost peril. At the day appointed, the 
dwno^or, the mayor, and the proctor», with a great appear- 
■noe, came to St. Kridiswide's. And here Dr. Rapyngdou 
preached strongly agiunst the hierarchy, endeavoured to bring 
the clergy under a character of disadvantage, and defended 
Wickliff from point to point. Amongst other things he told 
the audience, that thoeo who did not mention the secular 
magistnle before either tlie bishop or the pope in their 
pnjera, broke the ordiT prescribed iu Holy Scripture. 

AHer sermon, the i-hancellur, attended with a hundred men 
ately amie<l, came to Dr. Rapyngdon, and thanked him for 
performance. As for Dr. Stokys, he found the tide too 
etroDg to be stemmed, and was glad to retire without attempt- 
ing Roy thing. However, to reinforce the caune .ind excuse 
luDMlf, he wrote to tho archbishop to acquaint him with the June 9tii. 
danger of his post ; that he was forced to waive the execution 
of his orders ; and tJiat, unless his grace appeared in his behalf, 
neither Iiimself nor his friends were Ukely to bo long lived. 

The arcbbtaliop. somewhat sur^jriscd at this rtlation, wrote 
to Stokys to come forthwith to Lambeth, and give an accoimt 
of the faintne)<a of his proceedings. Stok)-s obeyed the order. 
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and came to Lambeth on the festival of St. BarnafauL The 
cbanccUor of Oxford and one Mr. Brithwdl came to inakc tfadr 
apology at tlic same titnu. The archbishop, upon a full exaim- 
natiou uf the case, declared the chancellor lav under strong 
suspicions of heresy and error, and that he must reckon him 
in the class of Wicklifi", Rapyngdon, and Hereford. Waiter 
Dash and Jolm Huntman, the univereity proctors, were Uk^ 
wise censured to the same imputation. The reasons to prow 
this clmrgo, besides wliat has been mentioned already, are too 
long to insert. 

To proceed : upon the octaves of Corpus Chriati, the chas* 
celior and IJritliwell wore brought before tlie archbishop to a 
further esaimnation. And here, both of them confeenng 
Wickliff's tenets, were justly censured ; the clianeellor ft-U 
down upon his knees to the archbishop, and asked his pardott 
for slighting his mandate. The arclibishop, at the instance of 
the bishop of Winchester, was reconciled to him. But tha 
favour was not gi*auted without strict iujunctions for a guard 
u|iou his conduct : tlial, for the future, he should stand off 
from the heterodoxies of the Lollards ; tliat he sbouhl not give 
the least connivance to novelties, nor suffer any heresj- or etto- 
neous upinion to be maintained, either in sermuns, echooh, 
lectures, disputations, or elsewhere : and, lastly, that he sh 
not peruit WicklifT, Hereford, Rapyngdon, Ayshton, 
Bedeman, to preach publicly, but suspend them from all sc 
lastic exercises till they should come and purge themselves 
from the charge of hercaj- before their metropolitan. 

The chancellor was further enjoined to publish Wiokliff's 
opinions, with the censure against them, in English and Latin, 
in St. Mary's, in Oxford, and afterwards to rqicat tlie publica- 
Uou in tlie university schools. He was likewise commanded to 
make a strict in<|uiry in all the colleges ; and, in case lie found 
any {wrsons allotting these tenets, to swear them to a 
tation. 

The chancellor endeavoured to excuse himself by 
it was not possible for him to execute these ordeta 
apparent liazard of his life. To this the archbishop rep 
it was plain then the university cncourage<l hei-esy. Ho 
c\er, the chancellor, being furnished the next day with an order 
from the privy council, returned to Oxford, and pursued the 
archUishoji's instructions with reference to the censured d 



oocs, 

ch^ 




SiT.xiT.] OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



\ 



trims. The Hecnlar students, looking upon this as nn encroiich- riciiarii 

raent upon tlieir liberties, cried out upon the monks as the ^ ^ . 

eocmies of the anivcreity ; and, in short, menaced and outraged 
Uiein U> that degree, that Bcvei-al uf tlic religious were afraid of 1^78. 
Inang their Uvea in the fermeat. ibid. 

Dr. Bigge, the chftncellor, had not been long at Oxford v** '^«»- 
bclbro hu former inclinationH bejjan to re\-ivo : for now he hatl /„ L/i/nMcr 
the oounge to suspend one Dr. Henry Cronipe from all univer- ^^^J"" 
■iiy exerciaea. The reason asaigned for this discipline was, bo- T^'^'*"^ 
tmaae Crompe had branded the Loliftrda with heresy. Crompe a »««».{ 
went humediatcly to London, and made his complaint to the '^"'"*'"*- 
privy council and the archbishop. Upon this the chancellor 
and the proctors were sent for uj), and smartly re]>rinianded ; 
and, upon this occasion, the king's writ abuvcsmenttunud was itiii) 
put into their bands. There was likewise anotlier writ directed 
to the rluuicellor, to take off Dr. Crampc''8 sospension, and not 
give any disturbance either to him, to i'eter Stokys, Stephen 

»PatyDgton. or any other monk or secular person, who should 
think fit to appear i^^ainst the Lollards^ doctrine. 
The dumcoUor, upon his coming back to Oxford, acquainted 
Dr. Rapyngdon and Dr. ]jcrcford with the contents of the 
loi^^fl writ. These divines, perceiving their stay in Oxford 
iBtpracticablc, came to London, and addressed the duke of 
l^neaatcr, giving him tu understand, that, in case the eensuFO 
of Wickliffs cnncluainns was not revoked, the government 
wnukl suffer extremely, and be overto|t[H'd in its jurisdiction by 
the Chnrcli. The next day several divines watted u|K>n the 
duke of Lancaster, and entreated his assistance to put a titop 
to the growth of heresy. While these doctors were suliciting ittrt/ord 
their Inisuicss, Hereford and Rapyngdon happened to come in; X«^^'^IS' 
who, after they Iwd spent eonic time in their defence and '^^^^ 
ex|Jained their opiuluns, the duke broke out into a passion, om/ an <(». 
told them their doctrine was the dcviPa, and had a strong f^'*^^*!^ 
^ avWBJon for them ever after. 

B Soon after, he undertook the dispute himself, and handled 
Ktlw two doctors so ruggudly that they thought it beat to desist. 
Pai parting, lie told them he had hitherto been imposed upon in 
the rcprwientation of WicklifT'a doctrine, onlcrod them to go 
to tbo archhisbup, and ^taiid tu his judgment. And thus, upon 
the tWvntictJi of Jmu-, they wltu brought before tbi: binbops 
and diviucH at tire convent ol' the preaching friar*, as has been 
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COURT- already related. And here, Mr. Ayshton, being more iaoofD- 
Ahf^v^t. pliant tJian the rtal, was put ia the bands of secular jusUn. 
]r~^^~ — ' He stnod out for some lime, and eudeavourcd to 4nm an 
moibmtta odium u[K)n the sj'nod ; but, at last, be made his mbmuBMnif 
tm AtltMnV- And recanted liis tenets, and, upon tlie archbisfaup''a letter to 
fijig;**^ iho university of Oxford, was restored to thi; liberty of per- 
IWl forming what exercises be thought fit : and, fmtn this time, 

n»mm "^"^ buar nothing uiora of Aysbton's heterodoxy. LAwrencv 
^^'^ y Stephen, alitu! Bedeman, and I'hilip Bapj-ngdon, followed 
*J|wJ« Ayahton'a precedent, and were restored to the privUegcs of 
iMM. their educatjon. Aa for Nicholas Hereford, be did not bij 

•^U'fjJ^ down his Bentirocnia so easily ; but, as Knicrhton relates, took 
J^HJ^^! * journey to Rome, and, presenting himself in the comiBtaiy 
bdbre tho pope, reported his censured concluMons, protesting, 
at the auue time, he was ready to defend them at tbc atmoet 
huard. 

The pope ordered the cardinals and clergy to examine the 
pro[Ki»itiona : and, afl«r a full diKCUsaion, they were coDdemned 
with the same distinctions of heresy and error as formerly at 
London ; and, bad not Urban borne a particular regard to the 
Kngltsh nation for renouncing Clement the antipopc. Hereford 
had been sent to tite stake. For this reason the |>ope treeted 
him mure gently, and he was only sentenced to perpetual 
imprisonment: however, his holiness would remit nolhii^ of 
tliia rigour, tJiough solicited for his enlargement by several 
^gg^ 'p*' persons of quality. Not long after, the pope, taking a progrev 
towards Naples to make a visit to l^s native country, the 
burghers of Itome were discontented with bis leaving the town 
without thpir eonsont. This dit<gust being at last blown op to 
B sedition by some disaffected persons, the |K)pe » palace was 
^^ forced in the commotion, and the prison doors set open. 

Vs^litoii, ^y t^>9 accident Heivford gained his liberty, and returned 
gJ;J«^ into Kngland ; where, at last, he confonnod' to the received 
jjjj,«u. dortnm«, toi)k the haliit of a Carthusian, mid spent Uie 
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to inquire after poreona suspected of here«y. Upon thU occa^ RiCHAao 
sion Dr. Rapyngdon was obliged to repeal his recantation of- — , — > 
I AVickliff's tenel« : and, lo eocurc the iinivcreity from latitude 
Bin opinion, all the grHduates were obliged to swear a renuncia- 
^fetiMl of WicklifT's conclusiona censured at London. i^ v- 193. 

^fVCtrighton mentioDs Bome other diaciplefl of Wicklifil and 
telh us he heard one of tliem, whom ))e do«fl not name, niain- 
UiD the propositions following in the pulpit : — 

First. ^* If any ecclesiastic misbehaveil himKelf, and continued AfnnY,"^ 
tiorefonued, it was lawful for any t4;ntpural lord lo shave his t^^ 
afacwldtrra,— a/ifu, cut his throat, — though the distinctions of 
his character were never ao visible upon hia head/' 

Secondly. " If a temporal nobleman or lord of a manor runs 
riot, luid refasc6 to mend his conduct, it ia lawful for the 
peanatry to bring him to reaaon.*" 

ThirtUy, "That to run out into a great length of prayer, — 
or, in Kuightoo's English, to' blabcr with the lippus,' — signifies 579. 
DOthing." 

Foortfaly. '^^ That lo fe« any person to say tlie psalter for us^ 
] is to DO porpofte.'* 

■ Fifthly. "To give money to procure maases in a man^a 
H behalf, tarntt to no account, unless the person recommended 
^t lives regularly : and if he has this advantage to plead, he may 
be Mud to pray always for himself: for where virtue and regu- 
larity are not wanting, there needs no other devotion.*' 

Sixthly. "Tliat the torment our Saviour suffered at his 
pMftion was greater than the punishment of the damned." 
Seventhly. " That all our Saviour's counsels arc precepts." 
Eighthly. " Nobody ought to relieve any person that wears 
better clothes, or lives in a better house than himself." 

Ninthly. " No man is properly a preUte, nor quaUfied for his 
fwiction, unless he can dispute and preach." 

Tentldy. "All i^reona absolved from their wjw are in « 
sUt« of gimee, and in so great a degree of thi» advantage, that 
it ia not poaaihle for them to rise higher.*" 

Eleventhly. "That money uken for confeasions is a cursed 
gain; and that both those who give, and receive it. are ex- 

eoRimtmicatcd ." 

TwfJfthly. " That nobody ought to relieve a wicked i>er»on 

wImeo they know him to be such." 
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Thirtocnthly. " Tliat no ecclesiastics ought to 1)C 
any further ttutn with bare meat, driuk, and clothes." 

Fourtooiithly. " That sin newly committed canceU all pre- 
ceding pnrdon, and revives the guilt of a man^s whole life." 

Fiftccnthly. "That those preachers who carry a satcliel ahnut 
thctn are to be looked on as inipoetora, inosnmch an they 
contradict both our Saviour's commands, and the practice of 
his disciples.*^ 

•Sixteonthly. " Tliat hegiEpng, in thoeo who are able to vrork, 
is disallowed by the laws of the ci%'il magistrate, neither do 
find It countenanced by the gospel.'" 

Seven tccuthly. " That thouj^h our Saviour converted m 
of several conditions and cmploymentfi, yet it doctf not 
iu the holy Scripture that he ever rooovored a priest." 

Kighleenthly. " He asserted further in his sermons, that I 
this last two hundred years, ever since tlicse new sects 
piicacliing friars appeared, the people had been misled into false 
doctn'ui'; but tluil htiiLst'ir would retrieve thorn to rtfoniiatioi 
and rcsicue thetu from the snartiS of tliese disciples of 
Christ." 

Niueteonllily. " That ho had heard these preaching frian 
blanphemous impulatiouH upon the holy ScripturL-s, and cl 
theu) nith heresy : the reason of thi>t horrid assertion wna, 
because their conduct was condemned by those inspired 
writingB." 

And lastly, "he used frequently to maintain, that scarcely 
one man in ton would be saved." 

Knighton goes on with U'icklifTs i>arty, and mentions 
John Purneye, a chauntry priest, a person of great npj 
for sanctity and mortification. This Sir Jolm Punieye, 
calU him. niaintained in the pulpit at Dristiil, 

First. " Tliat our Saviour suffereil when his side was pici 
with the soldiers spear." 

Secondly. ** That every priest ought to omit matins, m 
vesjicrs, and the otlii>r canonical hours, rather than not liai 
time to preach the wonl of (Jod; because the offices aboi 
uienlioncd arc only of hunian institution." 

Thirdly. "That evi-ry priest is authorized 'jure divino' 
preach the word of (iod without any supplcmeutal licence fr 
his superiors." 
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Foorthlf. "That tha'WJ hislmps, nnd others, who dldcotin- RiriiAm 

[teuftoee the preacliing of tho woi*d of God, inko those measures . ^', 

Ito conceal their owu luiscoiiduct and hnuioralitics." 

Fifthly. "That no priest aught to forbear prcacliiiig, nor 
any lAjman fnrlto.'u- hearing, the word of God uptm the Bcorc of 
brin^ excoiiuuunicatcd." 

5NxtWy- *' That everj* parish priest ts in a more perfect state ^^ p^, 
of life, than any (tcrson under a monastic institution." s^'i". "■Mil. 

Wickliffhad the niisfortune of another admirer, one \\'illi&ni 
Smith. Thiu man, a mean nu^cllanic, liappening to lie di^ap- 
pointod in hia courtship to a young woman, resolved against 
marriage, wt up for devotion, and went an extra ordinary' 
jJenglh in self-denial. For he would neither take the conve- 
nience of linen, nor wear stockuigs nor shoes. He refused 
c«Ung both flesh and fisli, and would drink neither wine nor 
beer. I'uring this course of mortiH cation, he learned the 
alphabet and turned preacher. This Smith and others of his Tiei^anU 
pttfiwnnifn were supfiorted and kept in connteiiance by Sir^rwM«/' 
TImmdm Latimer, Sir John Trusseli, Sir Lodowiek Clitt'ord, Sir-^'"'^ 
John I'eche, Sir Hicliard Stor)-, Sir Reginald Hilton, &c. 
Tbest' gentlemen were the prinei|inl fuvourere of the l/ollanls, 
were their guard through the coimtry, and protecte*! them 
frvDi disciplmc and rough usage. Knighton la so kiud Ui 
duse abeitOfB, as to say, they meant well, and lind a 7,eal for 
tiod, though not according to kiiowleiige. It was their eui^tnm, 
when any of the Lollards came into their neighbourhood to 
praMb, to give the country- notice of time and place, and ilraw 
a net audience t<.>gethc-r. And here, to prevent opposition to 
th« doctrine delivered, these gentlemen used to appear in a 
mUilary figure, and plant themselves round the pulpit. And ^80. 
tlms, as the hi.storian relates where they could not convince 
with reaj*on, they menaced n-ith the sword, and frighted people 
into their opinions. And whereas the first preachers of Ohris- 
Uanity made their way by meekness and gentle persuasion, this 
'^eraitgelium artnatuni" look a quite contrary course: "these 
LoUards, loatcad of shaking off the dust of their feet against 
thoee who refused to hear them, as our Saviour commanded 
his disciples ; these men, instead of shaking off the dust," says 
Knighton, " brandish their swords and their tongues against 
tiiOK ihcy cannot proselyte, and are for wounding them in 
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rouRT- their limbB, or credit.*" He observes further, " that they had 
AbikCi^L a strong aversion to images; and that they called our lady (»f 

"■""^ ' Lincoln^ and our lady of Walsingbani, the ' wiche of Lincoln/ 

IWd. and the ' wiche of \\'al8inghimi.*''" 

TUeU- About this time, one ^Vtllia^l de Swyodurby, a prii^f. 

JSaT^ canie to Leicester, and strxick out into some HingulariliuL 

jiJimioU' '^*"" ™*° ^**^ ^'^^ *" ^^^ solitude and discipline of a henmt 
for some time. He had an unsettled fancy, and liad mn 
through a great many mcthoils of life wittiout satis&ction. Al 
his first coming to Leicester, he levelled his discouraes in the 
pulpit against pride, 6ne clothes, and the disordpre of the 
female sex. These points were managed with so mach indJs- 
oretion and intemperance, that the women had almost stoned 
him out of town. Being disapfwiuted with the ladiea, be 
made a trial upon the rich tradetmien, and other persona et 
fortune. And here, driving bis doctrine to an exceaa of wlf- 
denial, he told them in the pulpit that it was imposmble for a 
rich man to be saved ; and being a person of a very raortifiwl 
hfe, his preaching began to make an impression, and perplex 
the consciences of several people of estates. However, tb^ 
got over the mistake and diaeutangled themselves in a UtUe 
time. Swyndurby, being thus discouraged^ left Leicoeter, tr»> 
veiled the countr}', and taking William Stnith alui^ with him, 
made a great many proselytes. And here Knighton reports, 
that these new opinions spreail ro &st, that a man could searoe 
meet two people upon the roa<l, without one of them being a 
WicklifiBte. Aa for SwjTidurby, he made it his business, at 
last, to preach against the privileges of the Church, to find 
fault with the conduct and blacken the cliaracter of the cler^. 
This proved a very acceptable topic, and made him wonderfully 
value*] by the common people. One thing which proved par^ 
tl.Col t^'cularly serviceable to his gaining the audience was, his ^nng 
a6W,W67. them a sort of di8()en8ation from paying of tithes. 

When Buckingham, bishop of Lincoln, was informed of 

Swyndurby 's preaching, lie cited him to the cathedral at Lin- 

w5^ eoln. Swyndurby appeared, and having time given him for his 

r«^ defenoe, was at last convicUMl of error and heresv. He waa in 

^^ (^ger of U.-,ng punished capitallv for his doctrine: but at last. 

tJ.e bishop was prevailed witJi t^ waive this rigour, and only 

e..jom h.m to recant hU tenets pubUely in aU U,e chuTch« 
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preached ; and not to preach for tlie future in RicnARt> 

Liuculu, without the bishop's leave. Some of , }}• , 

the tenets abjured by Swyndurby, were these : u. 

Firet. " When cither the priest baptizinjj, or the godfathers a /OnrAw 
or godmothers, are in mortal sin, the child is not truly bap- '''''"^ '^*'* 
tznd." 

Secondly. ■' Tliat no priest who lives counter to the rule of 
iam duty, can have the powers and privileges of the sacerdotal 
dtanict«r, notwithstanding Ms canonical ordination by the 
bcsbop." 

These two propositions are cenRured for heresy : the reftt 
which follow, are only called erroneons. 

First. " That though it is lawful for creditors to demand 
their d«bta in a friendly manner, tbcy ought not to throw any 
person into priH<in upon that score, and that those who proceed 
^ to any tmdi rigour are exeomnmnicated." 
B Secondly. " That if the pariBhionera know their incumbent 
^■||bbc an ill or unqualifiiMl person, they ought uot to pay him 
^R^ tithe : and those that do not dinconrage htm in this man- 
ner, draw the guilt of his misbeliaviour upon themselvea.*" 

Thinlly. *' That evei-y priest who attf mpta to conAecrat« 
the body of Christ in mortal sin, does rather conmiit idolatry 
than consecrate.'^ 

Fourthly. '* That no priest comes into a house unless with a 
design tu debauch the women, aud therefore mai-ried men 
slwuld take care not to admit any such visitants.^ 

I There are several other odd and erroneous opinions, recanted 
hy Swyndnrby ; but tliese liaving been mentioned upon other 
occMions, need not be repeated. 2(>7o. " 

Thia year, at a parUamciit held at Westminster, the mayor^ nt^masor 
faftiliffi^ and commouaity of Cambridge were complained of, for "i^,J^y 
ootnging the university in the late insurrection and tumults ^^^'^^ 
of the peafiauts. V^^ >** 

To mention acme particulars : they are charged with break- ^'J^^J^ 
ing up the treasury of the university, and with seizing, burning, '^*il^"^^ 
aod destroying so'eral charters, books, and records ; and rtnUy. 
carrying asMiy goods and chattels to a great value. The bill 
eithibited againat them sets forth further, that they compelled 
the chancellor, masters, and scholare of the said university, 
under the nienacee of death, to resign all manner of franchises 
and privileges granted to tliem by any king whatsoever, and 



m 



KCCLESIASTIOAL HISTOBY [loot ti. 



<i0UBT- rabmit to tho goTcmnnmt of the town. They Ekewkeittaf 
A^X'^u ^^ tcrrora and durcas abore-nientioiied, fonxd ibe iMsten 
' — ^r^ &nd scfaokra to enter into boodB, uaAer tbe eonunon seal, to 
VMum-% ' release to the mayor and burgeasea all muiDer of liberties, aod 
A^K- all actioDS penanal and real, and farther, to be bound to tfaen 
in grcftt snms of money. 

Cpon tliis compUint, there were two writs Boot down to 
"v-i*- Cambridge: one directed to the mayor, bailifb, and eoat- 
monalty, that now were; and another to (he mayor aad 
hailif& for thp last year: by the WTits both these parties were 
conimanded to appf?ar in parliament, and answer to the artidtt 
objected. The ma^stratcs of the present year were di»- 
eliargcd upon their appearance : but the &et in the petttioo 
was proved U]>on the others. They pretended compokBoo by 
the mulInouH {Kasaiits : but this frivolous [ilea being orernikd, 
they were ordered to deli\-er up tlie bond of three tbaaeaad 
pounds, and tlic two releases they had extorted from the 
university. These deeds being immcdbtely cancelled in p^^ 
liainent, the bill was read in their hearing, and they wl^H 
denuindi^d what they could say, why the liberties of tbeircorpo^ 
Ritiun should not be forfeited t To tliLs they requested tlnee 
tilings, a copy of the bill, conneel, and respite to answer. Tb 
the copy of the bill it was ftiiswured. " that since they hfaid 
the same, it should suflicc : for by the law they ought to hafe 
no copy.'''' To coonsel it was said, **- that wherein it was to be 
had, they should have it, wherefore they wore then appointed 
to answer to no crime or offence, but only toucliing their 
liberties.^ After many dilatory shifts and subterfuges, the said 
burgesses submitted themselves to the king's mercy. The 
7Wr/mi*- king thereu]H>n, by the a^sHcnt of the parliament, seized their 
/w^'i^r fraiichiaeH ; and afterwards made a graut of part of them 
""'f^Yi '^"^^ university, within tJie invm of Cambridge, and tho aubu; 
The particulars granted to the university 
tho asMze, cognizance, and correction of bread, ale, weig! 
measures, rograters, and forestallers, with the fines 
amerciaments of the same ; paying a rent of ten pounds a-ycafj 
into the exchequer for tlua privilege : the remainder of d^H 
liberlies were regrantcd to the town, paying tho king f«fl 
marks yearly more than formerly in their feefanu. 

This year, as ^Valsingllanl reports, the Londoners made an j 
invasion u|)on tlie discipline of the Church, and to. 
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fQoisiungof fonucaUon and a{!ult<:i7 into tlieir handn. For RU'iiAkn 

Uie purpuati, tliey iiDjirinoiied several women upon this score, < '. , 

mad nflerwards brought them out, and exposed them in the J^Jl^^l^ 
•trecta with their hair cut short, and trumpets and hautboys f'w»i*"/«B 
before them. " They pretended thonisclvcs forced upijn tliese ti^^^i^ 
ligoare by the neghgence and partialities of the clergy, cliar^- ''•'***"•• 
ing the spiritual euuris nitb couuiviug at Hceiitinuflneas, and 
taking bribes: tJiat it was high linic to exert themselves 
wguxmt dissolution of manners : for unless uickcdncss was 
diwoiiraged, and the town was cleared of libertines, they liad 
raiBon to fear tiiey might draw down the judgments of Heaven 
l^tiiar indifl*ereney : and tliat the letting justice and diset- 
ptine deep any longer was the way to be destroyed either by 
war, pestilence, or earthquakes.^ It was thought the Lollards y^,, . 
mre at the bottom of this practice, and suggested these mca- t»>m. ii>*t. 
tOKB on purpose to bring the bishops into disgrace. f.'%a. 

The crusade uudertaken by S[)cucer, bisho]> of Norwich, has n^ uj^,,^ 
been JQSt mentioned already upon another occasion. H® was ^^^^|^^' 
cooonraged to this expedition by a bull from pope Urban VI. iH/awmr<^ 
Tbc bishop was made his holiness's nuncio by virtue of this 
instruuientf and had a very large authority fur oenAure and 
Jurisdiction ; for instance, he was empowered to excommnni- 
eatc, suspend, and interdict all persons, of what state or quality 
eoe\-cr, tluit should obstnict the execution uf his commission. 
He tiad likcwisi^ an authority to grant an iudulgenee to those 
who went in person or contributed towards the expedition, an 
iodolgence, I say, of tlie same privilege as if they had served 
ui the holy war against the iniidels. et Heine. 

The bisliop, being thus furnished, had vast sums of money 7Vm- 
bnnight in to him. The ladies were particularly liberal upon tS^u 
this occasion, and parted with most of their jewels. lu short, .tjt"'™"" 
both men and women, rich and poor, exhausted themselves, 
and atrained to the utmost : for by being thus hearty, they 
expected to get a discharge for their faults ; and not only for 
themsolvoa, but for their friends too, both dead and Uviug. 
For the bishops authority stretched thus far in the [>ardon, 
prairided they rontributed to their power. For, as Knighton 
teOa ns, the indulgence had a wonderful com[mss, and carried 
an acquittal both from guilt and punishment. Some of tlie 
hiiJtup^s agents wore so liardy as to give out, that u|H)n their 
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application of this privilege, the angels would come down Trom 
heaven, fetch ihoir friends' souls out of purgatory, and coorey 
them to the reirions of bliss. 

The form uf the absolution runs thus : — 

" By apostolical authority committed to me for this pOT' 
pose, I absnlve thee, A. B., from all thy sina confessed, and 
for which thou art contrite; aud from all those which thou 
wouldst confess, provided they oceorrod to thy mom 
And, together with the full remission of tliy sins, I grant 
tlio assurance of the reward of just porsonsin tlio life to coi 
1 give thee, moreover, all the privilej^ of those who uu 
take an ex{>edition to the holy land, and the benefit of 
prayt^rs of the universal Church, eitlier met in ^nods, or ehte- 
where." 

The hlsliop of Norwich having his crusade allowed in par- 
liament, and provided with a considerable army, embarked hift 
forces, and sot sail for Calais iti June following. 

Soon after liis airival, ho o|iened the cam|jaign in Flanders : 
his Krst attempt was upon Irravcling ; his taking this town, 
and defeatint; 12,000 Flemings near that place, brought a 
terror upon the whole countr)'. The bLsliop pubhed his sue- 
oeas, and carrcd Dunkirk, Now|>ort, Fumes, and several o 
places of strougtli. Nut luug alter, being reinforced by 
(Contois, ho sat down before Ipres: but Charles VI. 
dowu in [Hirson with a great anny, obliged him to raiae 
aego, to quit the field, and retreat with his troops into Ik 
bourg. Aud liere the English were in danger of being m 
prisoners of war : but by the mediation of tlie duke of IJre- 
togne, they got honourable tcnus, aud had the liberty to 
march off. And tlius. iu the beginning of October, tlic 
bishop was obliged to give over the cnnade, and return for 
Kngiand. 

This year, the archbishop of Canterbury directed his man- 
date to the bisliop of London for tlie kcepiog a festival li>r 
St. Aiine, mother to the blessed V'ii^in. This order ^<Q^| 
publislKHl pursuant to |>opo Urban's bull, directed Co Court^^| 
for this purpose. ^i 

At a parliament held at Westminster in the beginning of 
November, the nobiUty and gentry of the northern cotrntia 
requested that some part of the enhsidies granted to tfaecrowa 
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orii^kt be ftBsigned to tliem : tito roas^in of their motion was, 
fccCMMa o the guard of the country agaiust the Scots was put 
npon tbem : however, their deumnd was tliougbt unrcason- 
ihle : and Wjckhaui. bishop of Winchester, replipd, thpy were 
aoffictenlly rewanJed for tliat service already : that by iheir 
teoum they were bnund to secure the marches, and had their 
otlates granted them chiefly upon that consideration. 

The temporalitiea of the mo of Norwicli wore seized tliia 
joar for disobeying the king^s writ ; the occasion was tliis ; 
when the bisbnp had bin expedition allowed, had raised his 
man, and was ready to put tJiem on board, the king counter- 
manded him. The bishop, it scenis, took no notice of this 
order, but went on with his enterprizc. 

The next year is remarkable for the death of Wickliff, con* 
eeming whom it will be neceaaary to add aometliing to wliat 
haft been said already. 

This o.lergj-man was preferred to the wardenship of Canter- 
bnrT,* college, by Uie founder, arclibii^hop Islip. v\fter the 
death of Islip. his successor, arclibishop Langham, endea- 
voured to turn him out, in favour of one Henry WoodhuU. 
The college appeared for W'ieklifF, but the monks of Canter- 
bury made an interest for Woodhull, who was ono of their 
order. This dispute was referred at last to the court of Home, 
where, afler a long debate, the cause was given against Wick- 
Uft, and himself and several other seculars turned out of their 
pn>fenncnt8 tn the college. In short, none but monks were 
made capable of the benefit of that foundation. 

But heie WicklifT seems to have had hard measure, even 
according to tlie principles of that age : for the founder, who, 
one would imagine, was a competent judge, thought him well 
qualified for this post, and gave bim a gruat chamctor in Uie 
faistrument of his promotion : and, as he gained this prefer- 
ment foirfyt 80, as ^ .-Ls it:tppe.irs, he managed all along witlt 
an unblonudied reputation, neither was there the least impu- 
tation of heterodoxy laid to lus charge. But being a person 
of merit, and of a wanu tem]>cr, it is not improbable but that 
hii being ejected upon an unjust decision, might whet him to 

opposition, and make him project a revenge. And when 
wtroversy is pushed on by passion, like motion upon a 
it gains strengtii by rolling, and seldom stops till men 
N 2 
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come lo the bottom of their invention. Harp^ekl allcgrUi 
lliu aH one n^ason of his declaring a}2:ai»st Uic establiaht'd doc- 
Irine : however, this histurian, a» we have seen, is raistalten ai 
affimiing he came unfairly by hia wardcnship, and overbore the 
Rtatut4^4 of the founder. There are other reasons aseagned for 
his dri\ing against the common WHef : he ts said to have beea 
carried so far by the heat of disputation, as to affirm tiiaft an 
accident n-as a subHtanee, tliat quantity was couipouniled 1^ 
parta MJthont diineuHion, and that oven'thing was God. It 
seemR he was driven upon thpso assertions to iiii|intain his 
ground against his opponents in the schools ; and, \x^n% ap- 
prehensive he might sutler in his reputation by retracting his 
mistakes, he held tlicra to ihc last. 

OilierH will have it, tlial his Hingularities were owijig to hii 
amhitiim, and that his missing the binhnpric nf WorOMtor 
made him break Mith the Church. Dut these sugf^Mtiaai 
seem to proceed from disatfcclion, and are not mach to be 
regarded. 

I sliall now proceed to give the reader a furtlier Ttew of 
WicklifTa opinions, omitting those which liave been iJready 
mentioned. 

To tiegin : he declared with great vehemency against th e ] 
rites and ceremonies then received ; declaimed against d^^| 
blessing or hallowing of broad, water, salt, branches of palOB^^ 
and first-fruits : he preached against the use uf the paschal 
ti^r; against tlic consecrating of ehurcfaeSf and keeping an 
anniversary festival upon that account. He disapproved 
nificenco in building of churches, and affirmeil tltat cnri 
and expense upon such structures pnweeded from diaboU 
principles. He thought religion mightily ovcrcliarged wi 
cercmotues ; would have had the canon of the mass set aside, 
and the mysterious rites in the holy eucliarisl omitted. 

His next advance is against the hierarchy : and hero, if 
is rightly represented, he not only attacks the supremacy, 
falls foul upon episcopacy itself. He atfinns it blasphemy 
call any person the head uf the Church, excepting our Savio 
That the Church of Rome is the synagogue of Satan : that 
decretal epiHtles were spurious records, and tliat the electi 
of the popes by the cardinals was a deriec of the di^vil. Tl 
tiioee arc heretics who pretimd St. Peter had more authoritv 
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than the rest of Uie apostles; and tliat St. Jainos^ hlsliop orRiciiARn^ 

Jerusaleai, was ppofomed to St. Peter : that Rome ought not . [^ 

to be called the Beat of Christ^s vicar ; and tliat the pope is 
not to be styled St. Peter's successor, unless he li?es by St. 
Pet«r*8 example : and tluit whoever exceeds the pope in his Id. n<im- 
nrtegrity and morals, ib a bettor and more significant rcpre- ukk'jJt ' 
sentative of our Saviour. i>. WO. 

WickliET gcKis on in his attack against the pope, calls liim 
Antichrist, and expounds the abomination nf desolatitm stand- 
ing in the holy place, upon the bisliop itf Rome : and therefore 
Biaintaifis tliat no person ought to Ik) disturbed at the cxconi- 
mankatioRS of the pope or any other bishop, inasmuch as they 
are no better tlian the censures of Antichrist. And histly, 
that the |Hipe has no authority to consecrate bishops ; to define 
bercay, or pronounce seiilenco in cases of that nature. And W- i-. ''''• 
M for patriarcha. airdinals, archbishopK, bishops, archdeacons, 
deana, officials, monks, canons, and preaching friars, he makes 
thera no better than the chapter of Anticlurist : he calk the 
hicmrchy the creatures of tlie court, as if they iiad their coni- 
mtSHiuns from thence: and gives Cunstantine the Ureat hard 
language for endowing the Church. He will not allow any jwr- 
aoo to be a bisliup who iu in mortal sin, and gives the Hock an 
authority to pronounce judicially ujKjn the probity and conduct 
of their pastor. He undermines the property of the religious, 
diakes the patrimony of the Church, and does not so much as 
leave one branch of her revenue unquestioned : for, as Wal- 
deosos reports, he pronounces the po|>c, the cardinals, and all 
the clergy, who have any endowments, to be heretics: and llnd 
that if the emperor and the laity had not been surprised by the 
deril. they would never have settled estates upim the hierarchy : 
ihat the priests under the old law lived "expropriotarit,'" or 
without property : that the Christian Church had no endow- 
ment or real estate till Constantine ; and tliat it was no sacri- 
legc to disseize the clerg}', and alienate those things which 
were consecrated to the aervic!« «f G(xl. Wairfnu. 

He goes on with his battery against the authority of the'"™' "^2 
Churrh, and gives priests and deacons a liberty to preach with- i>i loml 1. 
out a cimunission from their bi»hop ; and is said to be Sio ,4), .u'^ ' 
hardy as to affirm that episcopacy was none of our SavionrV {]"J,'~!jyjIj^ 
institution . itS. f. R72. 
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Hal thorn prebleB who inr under s decree of reprobation 
wre £nbled bjr God AIniglitf, end mepeiided '*«b officio et 
beneficio :"* that the juriedietiaB and character of a bishop <Ud 
not depend npoa dectioa or oonsemlioo, bat upou the fune 
of beii^ pmd ea tu iated to bcaren ; that the giving onJeiE, ood- 
aecratii^ cfanrcheft, confirnung dnUreUf and aereral other ada 
of the episcopal fnnction, nrere encroachments in the binh 
and practised ooly out of a principle of interest. That n 
the Apostles were living, the faieranrhv ciinsiaited only uf t 
orders, priestit and deacons : and that a bishop and a 
were tlui same. Tliat it was the kiog'^s businces to 
pastors for the Church ; and that in causes ecdcaaastical, and 
even in nuittora of faith, it ^ras bwful to appeal from the j 
mcnt of a synod to the civil magistrate. 

It seems, aome part, uf \im dislike fell upou tlte univeruties; 
for tho methods of life and study, the societies and deffws in 
those places, are censured as inventions of paganism ; and 
thai those seminaries were no more serviceable lo the Church, 
tlian the devil. 

And noiwitlistanding hia deprahnng the authority of the 
Church, oponin^r a new prospect of weftlth to the laity, and 
ovL-rstrainiiig the power of the prince ; yet some of his doc- 
trines aro ver)' unserviceable to the crown, and sap the 
foundationH nf civil government. For tho purpose; he declares 
agiiinst tho hiwfulness of oatlis, requires an exact probity to 
give a title to property and power ; affirms that an ill man 
forfeits his right to dominion, and that> as long as a prince 
contitiucs in inurtal sin, his prerogative is lust, neither does 
the royal style properly belong to him. 

Fiirtlier, though Wuldenaia and Harpi^eld do not c! 
him directly with rejecting prayers for the dead, yet since 
denies tliat particular prayers arc more serviceable than 
which aru niatle for all in general ; sioco ho affirms every ui 
•lull "receivt' according to his deserts:" from hence, th 
concludi' hi- very much disserves the practice of pmying 
the dead, and in a great measure cuts off tho communicatio 
botwei'n tliift world and tho other. Under tins head, we may 
range bin disallowing the invocation of saints, and prcanng the 
putting down tho festivals kept in honour of their me: 
Desidcs this, he hnd no opinion of tlic respect paid to reli 




and atti-tbuleJ tliti miracles wrouj^ht at the samta'' Combs to RICHARD 
tho Ulusiuus of the duvU. He luukes erecting luuuuiueuts fur ^-^, .^ 
persons of eminent sanctity, no better than hypocrisy. Ho 
«BBBn«dcB pilgrinuigefi, pronounces the history of the saints 584. 
Icgenduy and romantic, mounts the worshippins; of them to 
the guilt of idotatryi and affirms it little less than a revival of 
pAguiiain. And as for the Baint«t wliethor dead or Uviug, 
as far their prajang for us, it signified nutliing unless we are 
ooder the qualiBcations of virtue, and the privilege of a regular 
life : and if nc are in thid condition of advantage, we need not 
stand to the saints'' courtesy. 

He has some otlier notiuiis about prayer and divine service, 
nut all of them dcfenaible. For instance : the prayer, says 
be, of a person reprobated, signitics nothing. That provided 
a Dian lives conformably to the I>i\ine will, devotion neither in 
thought nor language is required of him. He likewise dia- 
ap[irores of vigils, church musici and stated times for Divine 
wtuahip ; and affimiH that the tying people to set forms of 
prayer is abridging the liberty which God has given us. Id.i>.fi74. 

W'alden and HarpsHeld discover him further to his disad- 
Tantage. They charge him with slighting the authority of tho 
f atberv ; nith saying that St. Anitirone was an apocryphal 
doctor, and all those ecclesiastical authors who mole since 
the year of our Lord 1000, obstinate hcn^tics ; tliat men of 
tbouglit and discrvtion ought to admit no doctrinal points, 
onlem expressly declared in holy Scripture. As for general 
counctls, he tlirows them oiT with great disregard and con- 
tempt. And, to sink the benefit of other people's prayers*, he 
bids us depend upon the strength of our own virtue ; wliicli, 
by the way, seems to be no ill advice. 

Uarpsfi<>]d, from \S'alden, reinforces the charge, and is very 
tnigioal u]>on the subject of predestination. And lici'e, Wick- 
KfT seems to have missed his way very much. For lie intro- 
duces a stoical fate, and makes all things proceed from absolute 
neoesaity. And thus it is ini[>o&sible for a reprobated [K'rson 
to repent in earnest : tliat is, as he explains himself, to be 80 
&r contrite as to blot out the ain of final impenitence. God, 
says be, forcibly determines every creature to their respcctivo 
actions. Every one that will be danmcil, is a devil like Judas. 
That Judas was chosen by QurtSavioiur's bumauity only, and not 
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hff his dinai^. Uarpsfield foils violently upon the eonseqnencM 
of tiiese ufxnkiaa. 13y these auaertiona, Hays be, a man may be 
* dtvil in be cradle, before be 13 grown up to the liberty of 
hb wtU, and b capable of doing either good or evil. ThiB 
^Ktnw ii mtare cvnde and unaccomitablc than that of OrigcBt 
^ite «afy haam bad men will become devils in the state of 
w^Knift Wickliff, continues Uarpe6eld, makei 
by predentination. This is a moro horrible 
tlwa tint of the Mamchreans, who mode man the 
of Usowa auBearriage, and did not fetch the principle 
•f ««4 firom God Akiygfaty. But this assertion givoa a hat^ 
ctenetar of the best Bebg than belongs to the worst : for 
fcw peoftfe are aa imKmmamiAe as to lay all their faults u[Mai 
the (fevA. Tbaa, tbe will is thrown out of all privilege, and 
Bee« choice left us titan stocks and stonee. In 
of tfcis p ii udp ie. Wickliff is said to hold that aa 
to oten ttl rtiin irould certainly live after he 
thai Um life waa preserved to ^ve him an 
of eiiMilg egMiet the Holy Qhikst, and to prepare 
far feW enMaeo of onledictkiD. And tlutt if such a child 
■ii tkt fin« h^ would not be burnt till he luul 
of Amiog : and thua, a.s a predcsttoated 
fal from grace, so is it impossible for one ny 
ii. This principle led Wickliff into 
him form the- L^urcli of none but 
iiiriiheri— fcit imiiiMMi Now the people are apt to make an 
ill oa» «t this doMBBe; to revolt from their spiritual snpc- 
i%*i« ; to disehey ihcir i^jiiiwtinai. and slight their censtms : 
aMJ «ll ^Nia » |isi(—H I they <io not believe them predestinate, 
MMT ^ uMee«in«'»rr any M io h ai e of tbe Church. 

VV y^OKwi : WieUUTia bhMDed for want of skill in recko 
MW ihe vuMAiiMMa* puts of the Qmidi, maldi^ it to roi 
M4;r ef «Imi(^ w uVAtn . ead BtchMoea, or labourers : 
thli lhl»ftMihi«> the w M g ie n a . impoteot people, and others, 
aiv v>.v\4\»4i^.. 

^ikU ihM^ WiokMr heU the daetioetion between mo 
<klMk vomIrI ^» yel he wmAt the dMfawocw eoaeist, not in 
tWgdWwa t>f )4«vt^ hi the v3L bat in the fate of election 
l%^ihilwitt(M\. Awl. IH CTHM eq u ti w of this, he deities the 
^vtikMtw vi Ul |tfmelir« can be cuUccted by Lbu outward acts : 
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'mtiA thai nothing is Bin, strictly speaking, but final inipeni- hichahd 

^tencc : that Peter and David, in the curnmtssiou of their worat ^ ^ 

[SiiM, were as much in the Divine favour as they arc now in 
bearen. 

That a person in a state of mortal sin, sins mortally in every 
mdiaa ; and that those who are predestinated to bliss, never 
nn nn^rtiJIy ; whereas the rest, who lie under reprobation, have 
Ihat amiiguity in ever>' action. 

Harpefield, from Walden, goes on to examine WicklifTupon 
Ihs asfaa aacraments. And here, WickliflT makes a question 
■Aether any of the sacraments are valid and bcneScial under 
the adnuDistratioa of the modern heretics : by this character 
[of reproach, he means all but those of his own {larty. The 
freasoQ of liis doubt was, because he did not think it clear that 
Dur Saviour would uHsiat the perfomiance and bless the func- 
liooB of a wiekeil priest. For if the prayers of a devout lay- 
are never raised to the dignity of a sacrament, we have 
to conclude, Qod will not co-operate with an ill priest -^S.). 
purpose : and since a f^ood man's [>ctition is oftentimes 
because of the unwortliinews of the jiersun he pram's for, 
liow does it appear that God will eousider the application of 
an UDgodly priest, ^a priest whose life is a contradiction to 
Ilia devotion i! Besides, reprobated persons are imder per- 
|ietoal HUHpension, and, by consequence, disabled in their 
charact4*r. From hence, Harjjsfield observes, that since 
iMbody is ncccssitat'Cil to beheve himself predestinated, the 
next inference will be, that nunc can be assured the sacra- 
are wrought and euicrgod by any sacerdotal niinistra- 

From this j^neral scrapie, those who examine Wickliff pro- 
t« particulars, and represent his opinion with rcs|)eGt to 
|lwptism. 

In this sacrament, V\'icklifris reported to deny the furgivc- 
ofall sins; that, when an infant dies without the bcnotit 
kf baptism, this happens as a punishment for the demerit of 
parents; that baptism does not confer grace, but only 
it is already given. He denies the necessity of 
baptism ; and, though St. Augustin declares positively ^g_,,^ ^^ 
it this daiigennm error, — though thiu Father presat« the ™"*^ 
•ring tluH sacrameut to all [icrsons without exception, r^kSP. 
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COURT- — yet Wickliff will oeods throw in a condition, and cxpoond 
Abp. Cult, him against tus meaning. Mis wresting the words in St. John 
* ' ia still more rcmariiable : and whereas we are assured by our 

Saviour, that except " a man be bom of water and the Spirit, 
joitn iu s. he cannot enter into the kingdom of God," WickUIT ia so eia- 

gtilar as to affirm, lliat, by these words, we are not to noder- 
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stand mattirial water, but oidy the water which flowed from a^_ 
Sa%-ii)ur*e side in conjunction with the baptism of the Spid^H 
He likewise makes it a mark of folly and presumption to affin^^ 
that infunis unbaptized are excluded Uie kingdom of hctaTcn. 

WicklifiTs opinion concerning the boly eucharist has been 
mentioned already, and therefore I shall pass it over. 

As for cuufiriiialiun, which is counted a sacrament by Uic 
Church of Rome, WickltfT liad a slender opinion f>r it; Deitbrr 
will he allow this bimcdichon tn be a peculiar branch of the 
episcopal office ; and, more than that, he uiaintains thai the 
Holy Spirit Is neither g^^-en by this administration, nor that 
blessing so much us ratified or coufimicd by it. 

Some of Wit^ktifTs singularities abuut boly orders havB boM 
touched already, the rest are these : — 

He disallows imposition of hands in onlination, and aJl 
signs and ceremonies of an outwanl calling ; and, ai 
other things, maintains, that-, when the antichristwn and 
insignificant prelates fail to do their duty, our Savioor will 
give a mission himself, and determine the eireumstanocs of 
person, time* and manner, as he shall think fit : for let but a 
man imitate the example of our Saviour, and he needs not 
question his being ordained by him, though he never reoeindg 
his character from a State preUte. He is likewise tnid ^^M 
give women the privilege of the pneethood and pulpit, and fl^^ 
affirm that ncitlier the civil nor canon law makes a woman 
iurnpable r>f the popedom. He gives every pncst the liberty 
of marriage, of preaching where they please, and of ordaining 
others to their own order. But then lie condemns the profes- 
sion of nuns with gnat severity, and calls it the doctrine of 
duvils ; and, to conclude this heafl, he pronounces it lawful for 
a clergyman to throw off his profession, and return to a lay 
manner of living. 

To proceed : Wickliff seems remarkably indulgent upon the 
subject of |>enanw ; and is not pleased the Church should 
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ibsolve as a priest ; tliat the necessity of auricular confession U- <=- tfs. 

jut foundation in Scripture ; that Anticlurist sot this oxpe- 
dicnt on fuot to make liimsclf master of the {icople's secrets, 
and get tbeir estates ; that it is the pro»iimptinn of Lucifer for 

»a priest t« pretend to absolve a man from his sins by laying his 
liftDds upon his head ; that tbo privilege of tlie 

not import a |»ower of remitting sin ; that if a man is duly con- Tim" 147. 
trite, tlien* is no need of coufe^iug tu the priest, and that the 
Cfaorch has no authority to enjoin confession once a-year ; and, 
bsUy, he does not allow of any reservation of cases to the 
dioooMn or the pope. 

lu extreme unction, he difibni from the doctrine then received, 
and makeff it tut sacranietit. As fur the anointing with oil 
mentioned by St. James, he afiirms it recommended only for 
the recovery of the sick person, and Iwcause there was plenty 
of that commodity in the country of Judca. However, in 
aiwtiicr place he does not deny this application the significancy 
of ft saerament, but grants it may be advanced to this use and wnLimt. 
deputy by the devout prayers of the priest ; but then, be ["I'lil 
aakes the force of the application depend upon the merit and {{^^^5.','': 
qualification of the priest that oHiciates. i;ir. j.. 677. 

His noveltiia aliout matrimony are said to be these : he 
does not alJon* that for a true marriage which is engaged in 
(rithout hopes of issue. It was his opinion that the consent of 
the (ortics, without any sensible signs or external appearances, 
was sufficient for the completing of uiatrimony. But here 
Harftsficid falls upon him for the weakness, as well as the mis- 
take, in his assertion: "for," says he, "which way can their 
mutual consent be proved without some external sign to disco- 
ver itt" Further, he approved tlio form "de futuro," contrary' 
to the custom of the Church, better than that *'dc pni'senti:'' 586. 
that is, be conceived " I will lake thee to my wedded wife"" to Wai,itui. 
\te more significant and proper to the occAsinii than " I do take J^'so. I». 
thee," &:e. He Hkewiso disapproves the ceremony of nuurjlng i|^I2*w']!ii, 
people at the church-door. liiT- p> 677. 

Irfvdy. ^Vicllliff is chai-ged withsevei-al heterodoxies relating 
to the attributes and oipcrationa of Uud Ahuighty. iieside 
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wliat has bc<.-ii uieiitioned upon this head already, he is roportod 
to liave held, tliat (ind always acts to the extent of his power, 
and can do nothing more, nor otherwise, than wlial be doe&. 
" From hence it will follow," says Harpsfield, " that it is not 
within the power of the Deity to shorten or prolong the life of 
the least insect.'' Pursuant to this principle, he is eaid to 
maintain, that God could not alter the state of the creation, the 
order of thin^, or make the world greater or less than it is; 
that the First Cause is limited in the creation oi human suols, 
and cannot exceed sucli a Rxed and detcnninod numU^r ; that 
the Deity can anniliilatc notliing ; that the world was not 
formed out of mere nothing, because the "archetypal ideas" 
in the mind of the First Cause were prior to creation, — 
now, these ideas, as Wickliff speaks, were something iu 
the imdorstanding, though not struck out into nature 
existence. 

To draw towards on end of his tcneto: Harpafield and 
VValden give au account of several of hts errors relating to uur 
Saviour. He affinna our Saviour had three natures, in a sepante 
sense, and was all of tliom in a notion of conjunction : wlienas 
tho Scripture informs us, tliat Christ consists of the Deity, the 
human soul, and the body, in a sense of composition ; and that 
none of these natures, singly and separately taken, complete 
the person of our Saviour. Ho assorts the humanity of our 
Saviour, considered a|)art from his Godhea'l, is to be wor- 
shipped with " latria," or the highest degree of adoration ; and 
lastly, he maititains that God never gives tho wicked any thiii^ 
that is good, and that he is not morn inclined to reward than 
to punish. 

Wickliff, notwithst-nnding this dissent from the doctrines 
I'cccived, WAS neither imprisoned nor otherwise punished, aa far 
as it ap[iears, but lived the remainder of fats time at large, and 
died undisturl>ed at his {>arish at Lutterworth, in I^icester- 
shire. By his being no further taken notice of by the disci|4ij)e 
of the Church, we may conclude he lay under shelter, and bad 
the protection of some potent interest. And, which is some- 
what rcraariiable. his remonstrances against tlie Church of that 
age did not carry him so far as to quit her communion : for, 
upon Innoccnts'-day, being at mass in the ehurrh, he was 
seized with his uld distcm|K:r the palsy ; this fit took uwuy lii» 
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ipeeoh, which he never recovered, hut died upon the last of RirH ard 
Deeanber. ^- — : — * 

■ As for hia parts and learning, Knighton reports him one Aotiquii. 
M tbe most eminent divines of his time ; that he was a gi-eat q"],^*]' | 
nbitoaoplier, and lud niade an unusual nroim^ss in univcreity p- i-'>3. 
iMminf;; that lie was or a very penetrating' and profound cocon, 
|;!efiiuB> but so unhappy as to affect distinguishing himself hy ,''" «*'"«^ 
Us ttognlaritiea, and refining upon the '.\^» before him. That '^".'K^*^'' 
he w«s a person of great capacity and improvement, iB owned 
by Waldensis, who lived in that age, niid wrote bo heartily 

him. WickliH' wrote a great many books ; and, ^bid. 
other performances, fae translated the Uiblc into ib. ruUe<-'i 
for which Knighton is very much displeased with hl."*^] 4 

p. HI. 




His opinions were not only maintained in England by the T** **!!?: 
but Rpread very much in Bohemia. The reason u{ ajknttms 
reaching thus far was occasioned by a IJohemian gi^ntle- ^bXmiitf!'" 
studying at Oxford in Wickliff's time. This foreigner, 
one of his proselyu>s, carried his books with liim at his 
rtnm, and propagated his r>piiiionH in his own country. Not 
ng afttT, one Peter Payu, an IDngliHhiiian, and one of Wick- 
R'b diMripIuH, travelled into Bohemia, and brought over a great [{fj^jjlj;: 
Hany people to llial pi^rsuasion. l>'f <- l*. 

To procewl to something remarkable in the State : The Scots 
TUig made several irruptions into England in this reign, the 
xog was now resolved to take a full revenge, and go in person 
gunst them. He rai.sed a great anny upon this occasion, *^^-)>'?*> 
nd was attended with the Howcr of the English nation. Heujw</)!«» 
tt«red Scotland by the way of Northumlierland, and, finding ^^jj^*"' 
» reaisfcance, marched as far as Edinburgh, and burnt the 
wn. The Scots, though reinforced by the Krcncli, not 
hinldng thenMelves strong enough to Bght king Uichsrd, 
projected a diversion ; and while the English entered Scot- 
laud by the EaHt-niarches, tbe Scots took a different route, 
d made an incursion into the north-west parts of England; 
pted Carlisle, barassod Cumberland and Westmoreland ; 
in short, made a full reprisal upon the English before their j,^. j^^^^ 
tuTD: for king Richard, iK-ing distressed for want of pro- Cyi/^j'V 
ions, was forced to countennarch liis troops, and put an end i,.a,. iTiu. 
the expedition. An,!.,..-!!!. 
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The duke of Lancister, who was king of Castile in right 
his wife, heinp: now thoroughly fumiflhed for hw expedition, 
embarked for Spain. Tic had an army of ttvonty thmteand on 
board, two thousand of which were mcn-at-aiiii^ and many of 
the general ofHccra peraons of the first quahty. His qoccn, 
Constance, under whom he claimed, waa eldest dangbtw 
to Peter the Cniel, king of Castile, who, djing withnnt kne- 
nuJc, the kingdoms of Castile and Leon descended upon that 
prmcess. Henry II., natural son to Alphonso VI., usurped 
upon Peter, as lias been ah'eady observed. The duke of La n- 
caster, to avoid the expense and hazard of a war so remul^H 
accepted an accommodation, and married his daughter Oath^^^ 
rjne, sole heir to the kingdom of C^astile by his wife Constwir*, | 
to John the son of Henrj' the Bastard and Usurper ; and, in | 
case there was no issue by this marriage, the crown of Cutile 
was to descend upon the son of Edmund, duke of York, who 
had married Isabel, younger daughter to king Peter the CmeL 
Upon these articlos, and a vast sum of money paid hy Hemy 
the Bastard to the duke of I.tanraster, and an annuity often 
thousand pounds to him and his duchess Constance, a peace 
was concluded with the Usurper, and the Spanish aflSur 
settled. Knighton reports, from one who attended the duke of 
Lancaster in this voy.ige, that, for the second payment, .T 
king of Castile, sent his master forty-seven mules laden 
gold, _ 

And here I must not omit, that {fopc Urban, to eneounge 
tJiis S]>auish expedition, gave an indulgence with the Bamo laU- 
Uido of privilege with that lately granted to the bishop of Nor- 
wich. I'he reason why pope Urban was thus free in bestowing 
the treasure of the Church, was, because the Gastiliaas were in 
the rival interest of Clement VII. ; but these favours^ by grow- 
ing common, were little valued, and few people aaststod the 
enterprise upon the motive of the Crusade. Upon this ooca- 
sion, the pope was itarticularly libenU to one \Valtcr Piase, a 
Carmelite, and conftissor to the duke of I^ancastcr. Amonipt 
other privileges, he gave him an authority to make chi^ifauna to 
his holiness; who, hr Jocelin rvporta, were exempt from the 
jurisdiction of their ordinaries and superiors, and had the liberty 
of li»-ing at discretion. One Peter Paieahall, an Augustinian, 
purcha^d this independency of Walter Disse ; bnt, {aneyiog 
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Ilia qualification of pope's cliaplaiu was a sort of discharge bichabd 

frutu virtue and regularity, he took check ut it, and, going . ^^ 

OTH* to the Wickliffitea, dtscorered several instances of theft, 
inurdor, treaflon, and swdorovi committed by his fraternity : sin^' ' 
bnt ^^'all^inghanl rejects tiiis narrative aa no Iwtter tlian nl^J^p"'** 
calamov. p- ^^■ 

In October, this year, the jmrliament then sitting, the broad 
seal was taken from i'ool, earl of SulTulk, and given to Thomas 
Anindel, bisliop of Kly ; and, at the same time, John Gilbert, 

rbiahop of Hereford, was made treasurer, in the room of John 

[do Fordham, bisliop of Durham, 

In this parliament, the king, by the advice of the lords and neffowrn- 

[oMmnons, put the administration in the hands of eleven com- ^t^' 

'fiuasionLTh : viji. William, archbishop of Cauterbur)' ; Alexou- ^*^'/ 
d«r, archbishop of York ; Edmund, duke of York ; Thouias, mtaiumn. 
duke of Gloucester; VVilliam, bishop of Winchester; Thomas. 
faiabop of Exeter ; Nichulas, abbot of Walthain ; Richard, earl 
of Arundel ; Jolm, lonl Cobham ; Richard le Scroop ; and 
John Devereux. ThiK committee had, as it were, unlimited 
power and jurisdiction in tlic letters-patents. They were author- 
iied to receive the public revenue, to inspect the king^s house- 
bold and court«, and, in short, to direct the government and 
make what refonuatiuus in the kingdom they thought fit ; and, 
if they happened to differ upon a debate, the r^se was to be 
overruled by the majority. The commission was soon after Nnv«'t'" 
pMaed into a statute. The best on it was, this extraor- R'>i. Ful. 
dinaiy iDStrument of trust was to continue in force but one iJi^Ir*^, ^ 
year : howoTor, the king seems to have thought he had gone too <■»"»'*'?*'■ 
&r, and therefore, at the recess of the parUawent, he made a "'leu.- il>>i. 
verbal protestaliun for the saving his [irerogative. ^j^ '^' 

The next summer, the king held a council at Nottingham* on a. p. IS87. 
ibe twenty-first of August : and here the board was managed by 
Alexander, airhbishop of York ; Robert de Vere, duke of Ire- 
luul ; Michael de la Pool, earl of Suffolk ; Sir Robert TresiUan, 
duef justice of the King''8 Bench ; and Sir Mcliolas Brembre, the 
king's principal favourites. The business of this council was to 
exatnine tlie force and legality of tjic conuni^ion and statute 
made the last parliament. To come tu a resolution in this 
nutter several quefitions were put to the judges, who were 
rctjuircd by the king, upon ttieir allegiance, to declare Uie law, 
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and give tiieir opinions according to the best of thcnr know- 
ledge. The names of the jadges, besides tltc chief ju£tke 
' Bbore-mentiunetL, were. Sir Robert Ilelkoftp, chief justice of the 
Cominon Plean ; Sir John Holt ; Sir Roger Fultborp ; and Sir 
^ViUiam Burgh. Some of the questioua put were these : 

AVHiether the late commission and statute, made in the i 
parliament at Westminster, were prejudicial to the hiog*8 
rugative^ They answered unanimously in the attirmatii 
their chief reason waa, because they were jiaased against 
king's inclination. 

2ndly. It was demanded of thorn how tlioeo persons were to 
Ik* punished who procured the making of that coraroiasion 
statute i Tbey all answered they ought to be punished 
death, uuless the king was pleased to pardon them. 

Snllv. It was a^ked, wliat punitthment they deserved 
distressed the king so far as to oblige him to sign this commis- 
sion and statute ! The justices all answered, they were to be 
treated as traitors. 

The fourth question was, how those people were to be 
puniiilied who extinguished the prerogative and checked the 
king in tlie administration f The answer was, that those who 
justly lay under so h^h an imputation, were traitore, and 
should be UM;d accordingly. 

There were several other questions of a resembling nature 
put to the judges, wbidi were all answered to the king's satis- 
faction. Tliese jndges, and one Loketon, the king's RcrjcADU 
set their band and seal to their opinions at the motion 
board. 

The king, being thus relieved by the sages of the biw, si 
the execution of the cummis^sion. Upon this, Thomas, dake 
of Uloucester ; Riebard, earl of Arundel; and Thomas Beso- 
cliainp, earl of ^V'.'u•wick, levy an amiy ; and, marching up 
their forces near London, publish a declaration, and send a 
copy of it to the mayor and citizens. In this declaration tbey 
complain tlmt the administration was greatly disturbed by 
Alexander, archbbhnp of York; Rohert, duke of Ireland; 
Michael, earl of Suffolk; Robert Tresilian, false justice; ami 
Nicholas lirembre, false knight of London. These five 
are charged tvith misleading the king into arbitrary mcasui 
witli lessening tlie royal revenue, granting away tlie croi 
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luidSi uul advi-sing hirt highneffs to prevail witli tho jii<l<;es to 
deliver their opinion against the commisfsiun ; and at tlie end 
of this maniresto, the city is warned not to assist any of these ^I'.'lii'n;'*!, 
tmitors, as they eall them, at their peril. 271m. 

The king, not prei>arcd to encounter these lords, was forced 
to d ia s c D i ble his resentment, to admit them to his presence, and . , . 
publish a proclamation to e.\cn&c their apiiearing in arms. 'J^oi 

The duke of Gloucester and the lords in his interrst, to 
strike a terror into the court favoiirite»t, and prevail with 
the king to give tliem np, marched their forces to London, 
The city, at their demand, opened their gates, and gave them 
free passage. Having succeeded thus far, they ivquostcd an 
■dmiaoion to the king, then at the Tower. Elia majesty sent 
then the keys of that fort, and gave them free access to his 
pcrwm. When they came into the presence, tliey desired all 
Itis courtiers suspected o( mismanagement and trejtson might be 
aeiwd and imprisoned. The king was forced to acquiesce, and 
new model his court. And to give further satisfaction, SLmmttfiff 
parliament was called to meet on the third of February : and. "f^^^/^ 
on the first day of tlie ses«on. Sir Roger Fulthorp, Sir Robert '"'*" "Jf'j* 
Beiknap, Sir John Can-, Sir John Hult. Sir William Ihirgh. i^it'^n, 
all judges, and John de Loketon, serjcant-at-Iaw, were taken i.l"^') 
off the benches, and sent to the Tower. 2;cn. tjw. 

At the beginning uf tins |>artiament, the lords spiritual and 
(loral elaiuieil, as their aneicnl privilege, lluit all weighty 
luatt^-TH relating to the peers of the realm should be debated 
and tried by parliamentary methntlis, and not by the forms of 
the common law practised in the inferior courts of justice. Dn>l>'* 
TWb chum was allowed by the king, and granted in full J??-X"''M* 
L parliament. iiim. p -I'l 

H The archbishop of Canterbury summoned his suffragans and 
B|ftp lower clergy to London, and prcachctl upon this text at the 
^^^nung of the convocation : '* Super muros Jerusalem eonstitui 
caatodai.^ And, perceiving several noblemen would be tried 
for their lives, and that causes of blood would lie brought into 
^ the (larliamrnt, — the archbishop, I say, perceiving trials of this 
I nature coming on, and that the canons barred those of his 
" order fnjm Ix-ing preseut at them, — entered liis protestation 

il, and left thesMR«<«d.. 



house. 



•'ing the privitcgt 



spi 



niin. 48. 



The purport of the protestation is to set forth, that the 
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COCTIT* loffds apiritiml, hj viitiie of their baronies, and as peers of the 

Akf. c^ wwhn, lad » rigbt to at, cM»te, vote, and give judgment, with 

nTZiti^ ^ ^^"^ ^ ^^ p0cn> in >U caaeA and matters tranaaoted io 

fc*yy^ . pufiuaeot. But, suiee hnpeacbments o( high trcflsoo and 

' ' triab far life ««re coming oo, they were forbidden by the canoui 

d tiw CfaardL to ooncero tbenisolvcii in uiatU>rs of tbab nature ; 

"*n^i«y a prolevtatioo, that, for this otily reasoo, tfaey wrrr 

ofafiged to withdraw. And thus, having guarded the cnlircncas 

ot tiwtr peerage, they coocioded with declaring, that notliing 

done in their absence tipon tlus occasion should be hereafter 

qBertkmcd or o|:^>oeed by any of thoii- body. 

Tlus instnuiieot, at Uw instance and petition of the arch- 
bishop and his anflh^um, ma read in full jiarliamcnt, ami 
entered upon the parliament rolls by the king''8 command, with 
*****>' -ga tbe assent of the temporal lords and commnnfi. | 

RociHri. The bishops of Durham and Carlisle, in the province of . 
Yorit, entered the same protestation. ^H 

To proceed: the lords impeached not appearing in p«^^ 
liamont, (beir de&ult was recorded, and they were adju^sed 
traitors by the lords temporal. .\Iexandcr Ncvill. archlHsbop 
of York, buiog oae of the five crimiuals, part of his Huntenoe 
vas. that his teo^Mxalities should be seized to the king's use ; 
but as far the ponishmcnt of hb person, Bince there was no 
preeedeot fur direction, the lords desired time for consultation; 
that, by deliberating npon the [mint, they might pitch upon 
80eh an expediont^ that neither the privileges of holy Charcfat 
BM.*r*^ *"** I>oooar of religion, or the laws of the realm, might receive 
any prejudice. At last they came to this reeolution, that the 
archbishop should be imprisoned in the castle of Rochcstt^H 
S!^^ during fife. But, not being in Ihetr hand^, he avoided t^^^ 
J^TmoIm execution of the sentence, and made his escape into Drobaiit. 
Pope Urban, either to cherish him under his misfortune, or get 
an opportunity to dispose of his archbiAhopric^ translated him 
to the see of St. Andrew''s, in Scotland : but the Scots, bemg 
in the interest of Clement, Urban*s competitor, refbaed to 
receive the archbishop. In short, this prelate was so straitened 
5gQ in liis drcumatanceft, that he was forced to turn curate at Lon- 
ulKw. ^^^ '"* *^''^^ prirate cmpluymcnt ho died, in 1391. He was 
U-e.so; » peraon very nobly extracted, but not at all happy in his con- 
duct, or aceeptable to his jirovinee. 

Sir Robert Tresilian, another of the five favonrites 
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pMdMdf bcini:^ apprelic-ndcJ, was bi-ou^ht into [>arliamcnt, and RiciiARn 

ileinaodod if he liud any tUiug tu plead in an*i.-!it uf judgment; . . 

but tuakiug no satisfactory defence, was sent to the Tower, and ^^jj^'^ 

executed at Tyburu the same day. Scr. p suft. 

About a fortnight after. Sir llnbert Ik^lknap, chief justice of rL>j>» 

the Common Plcaa, and the other judges above-mentioned, were "^'"^ '"- 



t/nttrrr m 



i mpcacbed bj the commons in parliament for putting their f"''»^'*«''- 
hflDdi and seals to the questions and answers concerning the 
Utc atatulc and uooimiasiion. 

Sir Hobcrt Jtclknap picatled that ho was overawed into thie 
oompliaiice by tlie menaces of the archbishop of Ynrk, of the 
duke of Ireland, and carl of Suffolk, and prayed for gracious 
and merciful judgment. The rest of the judges made the same 
cxe*iB&, and begged the samo favour. 

The commons, not satisfied with this defence, urged the TMn 
pro»eculion. They alleged, tJiat the judges' function and aki\\{^l^l^ 
in their profeasinn was a great aggravation of tlieir crime; 
Umt it m'as the king's desire they should tiavc been true to the 
conalitution, and answered the questions according to the law : 
but aince their practice had been counter to this rule of 
juatiee ; nncc they had misled the king, and mode their cha- 
fsctcr instrumental tu oppression and violence ; the commons 
pniy they may be adjudged gmlty of high treason. 

The lonis temporal, after a full examination of the case, n^iaf 
adjudged ihenit by the assent of the king, to the forfeitures and/„r i^ 
puuishincnt of tnutors. (rr««of.. 

On the sixth of March they were brought again into the 
pArliauuent-huuse, and bad their seotcnoo repeated. iJoing 
under this near prospect of death, they were rescued by the 
mediation of the bishops, who desired the execution might be 
itopped till tliey could procure ttieir |)ardon. The temporal Ti^yani 
lords yielding tJms far, the preJates immediately applie<1 to his ^^n^ttT 
majeftty, *bo granted the judges their lives : but as for the Jjj^'^'^ 
other part of tlic sentence, it Mas to remain in force during the Mm^pt. 
king^s pleasure. id. p. 888. 

The same day, Thomas, bishop of Cliichester, was impeached 
by tlie rommons for Iw-ing present when the queatioiia were 
pat to the justices, and tlirratening them into ihc answers 
'e-rcUted. Though the bishop denied the charge, the lords 
tral found him gnilty of treason, and pronounce<l the same 
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m iht ose of tlie arehbtaho|t 
ordered bjr the lorrls in par- 
tbe jadgM aboTe-tnentioDed. 
Unr Inrcs. 
tbe oaamnna pei^woed the 
of him ndbjeeUi, to repeat his 
Tk naaoB of tiksB r wfa Bgt aeema to 
«aft so deep in bis anooritr at his coim 
Tht laig gnt^ed tUsnolioa, aod tcoe 
ifc «tt ^Mat mImbIj- at tte abbey dmrcfa in Wes^' 
r. l-^faa ibea aecaaioii, the [>»blra and temporal lunls 




he 






I acme fiflbmee in tbe farm of tfaeae 
aad tbat not to the £stdvwiti^ of the locds 
bqr UkOB beftire tbe reader, 
Mtyor 



fww^ -1,A-R, 




tb» 



aad tme bith and troth 
kid, SDd to jour beins kings of 
il d% aad tr^y aAmnAedgB tbe aenioe of 
I dtav to heU of too as in tbe i%bt of Un 
Oodhe^HK.^ 



Altar tbimlwgF 
TW 



tbe Idng opoo tbe ti^ cheelc. 

iD theee wonfe: — 



-* I, N. 5^ faceone yvmt Kegv naa of ttb and limh, aod of 
aaitbly <Mnlap : and fiutb aad troth 1 ebaO bear unto yon, to 
Rreaad Je, ^iiH aB n^nMr of fctt; so God me help.** 



After tbia Iber lay tUr handft bjwo tbe cnmn on tbe 
kiag> keftl and tmwniniii to aopport it to tbe atwiat of tbeir 



"j«p* 



Aftor Um ktda quritoal and iMqiQcal had p e rfoi aied tiaetr 
bomagei. Ibvra «aa a new oatk dianni npandpaeaed in Patlia- 
iMot in tba taoor fc low ii^ : — 

<m4 *' ^'oD aball awear that too wiQ not omiscnL, nor snflbr, as 

^, much aft in 700 Bea, tint any jndgmoit, statute, or onltnaooe, 

nude or gmn in this preeeat pariiament, shall be in any 
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nuinner made void, reversed, or re[>ealed at any time to come. ripiia^T' 

And, on Uie contran", you slxall, to the utmost of your power, . "' 

uphold and maintain the lan-s and usages of the realm here* 

Udon made and practised, and aliall inviolably keep, and 

cawse to be kept, the puhlic peace, without giving any manner 

of dBtorbance to the kingdom ; so help you God and the Uil Wr\. 

•»">»• N. M. 

This oath was put upon the ma^stracy, and all other j>er- 
eoos of distinction, both clerg)- and laity : and the archbiahop 
of Canterbury and the othei' bishops, excommunicated all such 
as should act contrary to it. The lords and commons of this ibij. n. 49. 
parliament having received a complaint of the spreading of the ^^r^J^ 
opinions of the Lollards, put the king in mind of the danger /^"*|" 
wliich might thence accrue to the Church and kingdom : the .fl^iuu/fit 
king, upon this suggestion, enjoined the archbisliop of Can- " 
ierbury, and the rest of the biahops, to be vigilant in their 
reqwctrve jurisdictions, to ejcamine the writings of the Lol- 590. 
lards, and put the canons in execution : and to fortify the 
disdpline of the Church, the king immediately constituted 
inqoifitora by his I('it^-rs-{iai6nt«, to peruke the Lollards' books, 
and make inquiry into t)uKsc> that abetted tlicir ductrine. The 
oof^ of the inquitntors'' commission runs thus : — 



■laetrhm nf 



" Ricltard, by the grace of God, king of England and a mamu- 
Fraocc, and lord of Ireland, to his wcU-belovcd Mr. Thomas ^^ (i||^ 
llri^twell, docUir in di\'inity, dean of the new college at 
Letoeater, and William Chc8uldcn, prebendary of the same 
college ; and to our fcniKty and well-beloved Richard dc IJarowe, 
knigfat, and Robert I^ngham, greeting. Heing certairdy in- 
fonned that several Iraoks and treatis'-s of Mr. John VVickliff. 
Kicholas Hereford, John Ayahton, and others of their unsound 
and extravagant persuasions, containing manifest errors and 
herencB to the prejudice of the Catholic faith, and in opposi- 
tijn to the holy doctrine of tho Church, are fre<iuenlly tran- 
aerihtKl. published, and dispersed, writton both in Flngluh and 
Latin ; from whence wicked opinions, contrary to sound doc- 
tffinc, are preached, spread, and presumptuously maintained, 
to tho weakening of the orihoilox faith, and the subversion of 
holy Church ; and which, by consequence, tend to infidelity. 




NKV. 



iiml tlic apimront liazard of the salvation of great a aa Jbeni 
wo, ill consMoratiun of the <langer aforesaid, being mowad, ■• 
WB are bound, with a zeal for the Catholic faith, of wfaie^ «e 
ftre, and always intend to be, the defender in ail points, and 
hnng wilHng to suppress the growth of these enon and hen* 
Kio« »ilhin mir dominions to our power, assign jon joint]^ and 
!M>\x>nUl)- to sc'iTAi alt the l>ooks, treatises, and libcts of Iks 
aforesaid John* Nicliolas, JohiL, and others of thor pcrsoa- 
stCMi; wduch books ouniainitig aiij unsound teoeta, jna m 
aatborind to aeiia, in wh(>»e hands, poaaenioa, or onsladf 
■opver they are found, either mthin liberties or witfaont, and 
to amd thaoi up with :ilt pns^hlc spet'd to nur council, that ws 
may tek* audi furiJier urdor aboui them as to us and oor said 
ootmcfl shall Bc«m convenient. You are Likewise to maka 
proolainalKia, atricUy reipiiring in our name, that no person. 
of what dsgree, oondiliou, or ({ualit)- soever, under the peusUy 
of bnn|[ un|MriBoned, and forfeiting whatever they aru Uahle to 
ftwfriti do presume to msintain, teach, or ohstinatoly defend, 
publirty or pri\-at4.>ly, any of these wicked and scandalooa 
ofuiuotts ; or to kcqit tmnsoribe, to buy or sell, any such 
UwUiMat ud tibdi, m any nuianer wbateoever. Dut to d 
wkhmii delay an and eveiy such books in their custody to 
TOu. up«w their Wing thereunto required. And all those who 
•hidl be found not to submit to our proelsmation, and continue 
to iMdrtaii tb^ wiefeed optniona, notwithstanding our prohi- 
bMoa« onr will and pleasure is, that they be summoned by 
you, TlMiSMa aiul William above-mentioned, and diligEOtly 
•xaMUtwd by TOIL, and being convicted upon any of the articles 
fchoTW BWwtioDed^ lfa«iy an to be committed by nur niini.<tois 
of ^Hliea In Uw next gaol, Uiere to be detained till such time 
•a Uiry shall either ranonnee tbeir hereaiea, errors, and od- 
aomd opwiioaa, or Ibat wo akaU dank fit to resolve otherwise, 
•ad wad an «rd«r kr tfaoir ^Gsehai^: and therefore wit 
tfomnand yun to tae your utmost diUgeDce oHicerning tiie 
imMrin^ and axecnte onr ordan in the manner and form 
ahoftHHMlhuiffd. And w« likawise strietly oommand all and 
idnRidar arifikaiMtiCM, h^gk-elMnA, inayi»r«, baaiSs aud otboa, 
onr ministera and Kega siUycte, m well within libcftiw as 
stilhout, to aid and aaasi jim, and erety of \x>u, in the prr- 
fnnnancQ of the [imaiaMi In witmsawlMKoC «ehav« caused 
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our feCtets to be made pal^nts. Witness ourseUce at SVeet- 
muuier. the threc-juid-tweutiuth day of Ma)-> and the elevciitli 
jCMt at our reign.** 

Thai cotmniision, as Knighton reports, notwithstanding the 
strictneas of it, was hut faintly executed, hecausc the tiiue for 
diacipUne, as he continues, was not yet come. 

The year, after Whitsuntide, Kichard, car! of Arundel, 
putting to sea with a connderablc force, engaged the French 
fleet : took. sunk, and burnt about eiglity sliipH, and gained on 
entire ricton,'. After this success, he made a descent upon 
the Rochrllni^ upon Rho and Olcron, where he harassed and 
burnt the country, and returned with great booty and repu- 
tation. 

In the beginning of August, this summer, the Scots, imuie- 
datc'ly upon the expiration of the truce, made an incursion 
into En^and with a great array : and tinding tlie EngU±ih not 
prepared to receive theui, they overran the country with fire 
andeword almoH .is far as Newcastle. By tluM time, Henrj- 
P*Tcy, called Hotspur, eldest son to the earl of Northumber- 
land, hod drawn some tronpe together. With this body, 
though nmcli inferior to the enemy, he attacked the Scots, 
broke into their camp, and killed earl Douglas, as it were in 
Migle combat, with his own hand. At last being o%'erfaome 
wHh numbers, himself, his younger brother, and several other 
pcreons uf condition, wei-e taken prisoners. Soon after this 
bftttki, the Scots having iuteUigeuee the English were coming 
down upon them with fresh forces, retreated iuto their own 
oountr}'. 

This year, upon the 9th of September, there was a parlia- 
ment held at Cambridge, where, amongst other things, an act 
wu passed, '* That in case any person travelled beyond sea 
to procure himself a benefice, either with cure or without ; 
unleie he had the king's licence, should be put out of the pro- 
tcetion of (he law.''* At this [tarliament, the laity granted the 
king a fifteenth, upon condition the clergy should give a tentii. 
But the archbishop and his sulTragans, looking upon this pre- 
[eedcnt as a new incumbrance upon their property, refused to 
be tied by it. U|>on tliis exception, the conditional cUusewas 
thrown out of the hill. 

The carl of Arunders late suooesB against the French din- 
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luce:' 



to s i.owjiliiiii nf arma. The truce was coudodcJ 

tfae two crowns at Leo Lingfaatne, a place bet 

4 Boafagpe. It was to commence upon tlie fiiat of 

ISGAt tad to cootiime to the sixteenth of tfae maw 

139S. Tfae allies oT tlie Freucli, and particularly ihc 

1 in tfak tn.<aty. 
jna, Ifaa aicUnhc^ of Canterbury began a provincial 
his progress through tfae diocesca of 
; Bath and Wella. and Worcester, aith- 
; bat when he cainc lo Exeter, and adjoaroed 
to tiaaei, Tboinaa Brcntingluuu, Imhop 
Urn Mmy a hardship upon him, com- 
■at to take notice of the arrhbiriinp^s 
UBtitotxKi or collation to benefices, ood- 
af AgrioDB to abbacies, oommissionR for administra- 
or aoT other antbaritiM and powere of that kind, rram 
hai faanMiC cr tboae who acted undv^r hi 
Tha ptmikf of ttabtjw^ tUa order vaa excooununicalia 
Od the utba side, the archbiihop set forth a counter- mands 
md Aiihini the hirthrp of Exeter'a «>usurc void and of none 
Iho fahftaii appaoied to the pope, and fixe*! tiis ioatru> 
ihedaonofhiaealhedraL The archbishop weal 
•d the faisbop of Exeter to a] 
bcftao bs, aod at ImI ohligBd bin to acquiesce and submit. 

Thft» xvmr suaae \N'Kfc0&ta priiattj exceeded the conuuis* 
sioa of thnr character, pi unom d to hold ordinations, and prefa^H 
nlhw to thnr own onler. To jaalif}- this innovation, thcfl 
pnieoM a paritr of jonsfictioa with the bishi^is, as has bein 
' obtervcd ia some of tb«iB aheady. 

Pope I'rbaa VI, died this jear, in October, and was suc- 
ceeded hv Boniiheo IX. Wakingbam coimuends Urban 
ths stnclAcaa uid auwtf ririea of hia pri^-atc life; but then. 
■'M^'""" of his hwiKwr, and the ngoor of hia go^vrmncnt, 
■MM* Ifaon aa OTarbahnri to thia ooanneadation, and proves' 
Hnibriwiote to himaclf and othoa. This pope instituted the 
festiral of the oatirity of the Ueaeed Virgin, and ocdered it to 
be obaBrrrd in England. 

Thia year, the king obliged James Dardain, the pope a col- 
lecture to swvsar hiuiaelf to au iouflbosiTir, unprcjudicial manaue- 
mSDt. Bv this oath, which wm a very refoarfcable one 
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engMged to be true to the king and his cruwii : that he would 
not met, pennit, or procure to be done, any thing detrimental 
to the prerogalive royal, or the lan-s of the kingdom ; that he 
would not execute any jiapal bulls or niandate«. or suffpr them 
to be executed* that were prejudicial to the king, to the rights 
of the crown, or the constitution of the realm ; that he would 
not receive or publish any of the pope's Iett4>rs, but such as he 
•bould deliver to the kiiig^s council as soon as was possible ; 
thai he would not remit or export any money or pbte out of 
the kingdom, without special licence from the king or his 
oooncil, nor introduce any new usages without the kingV 
leave ; and, lastly, that he would inviolably keep the king's 
kws" This oath was taken before the council on the twenty- 
aecond of August, in the twelfth of Richard II. 

And since the pope was over busy, Ukc some of his predecefr- 
ams, in taxing tlie English clergy, and exporting the treasure 
of Lhe n:alni. the king was resolved to check these foreign 
exactions, and prevent the inifiovLrisliing the country. To this 
pnipoae he wrote to the archbishop of Canterbur)* by way of 
preeep t . The writ sets forth, " that the archbishop coidd not 
be ignorant of the king''s being bound by oath to maintain the 
rights and customs of the kingdom ; to govern impartially by 
the lawn, and secure the subjects from damage in their pro- 
perty ; and Uiat no impoRition."* Hhoidd be charged or levied 
upon the people without the common consent of the kingdom/ 
The king suggests further, " that the commons, lately aasem- 
Ued in porUameot at VVcstukuistcr, had addressed him fi>r a 
remedy sgainst the impositiuns upon the clergy, at that time 
exacted by the court uf Rome.'" His highness adds, "he had 
Gkewiac bet.-n petitioned, by tlie said commons, that if any one 
afaould bring in any '' [uipal hulls,^ to levy such impositions, or 
■et on foot any such uncustomary practices, which might turn 
to tiic damage of himself or his kingdom, — or that should pub* 
Ueb, collect, or levy such new impositions, — should be adjudged 
and KufTer as a traitor to him and his kingdom. And that it 
was granted by liim, witli the assent uf tlie same parliament, 
that nothing should be levied or paid that might tend to the 
bunion or damage of the subject and kingdom. That, not- 
withHtaniling this legal provision (as the writ continues), he 
was informed of a new papal imposition upon the clergy, which. 
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pereanB Teoalled by tJiia proclantationf were tlie statute ofRiciiARD 

'pffOTWoni^ last made, the statute of "qtiaiM inipedit," and . .'. ^ 

ptKniunire;'^ which the pope declared against, a8 encroach- jj^*'","^;^, 
Bieots upon the liberties of the Church. ^k'- ?■ **< 

Theae writs, proclauiationa, and acts of government^ being Mrwif* 
aH of a resembling purport, 1 have laid thciii together, and j,"*!!!"*" 
oniBt now go backward to the year 1390; in which year, at a *' ''*'^mo. 
pariiaunent held at Westminster, ^Vickham, bishop of Win- 
ehester^ lord chancellor, and John, bishop of St. DavidX 
reeigiied their places in the parliament-house. When they 
ddirered the kii^ the gnjat seal and the keys of the exchequer, 
they made a public cliallcngc, tliat, if any persons could com- 
fiain of their tnanagenieul, tliey were ready to justify theiu- 
odvcB. The commons desired till next day to consider tliia 
matter : at which time, buth commons and lords declared the 
btalu)^^ conduct unexceptionable. Thus, having utt'erod tlinm- 
•dTea to this test, and come off to advantage, they were put [\£" "a.^. 
into their former posts. p- 325 

In this parliament, the " Statute of Provisors," made 25tb t^ ^»tyt» 
Kdward III., was contirmcd ; and it was further enacted, %^^^ 
** that if any man bring or send within the realm, or the "^'^jL'*** 
kiog^a power, any Bummous, sentence, or excommunication, 
j^unat any person, of what condition that he be for the cause 
of foaking motJou, assent, or execution, of the said statute of 
prtmsurv, he sltoll t>e taken, arrested, and put in prison, and 
lorfeit all hts lands and tenements, gooils and chattels, for 
ever, and incur the patn of life and of member. And if 
any prelate make execution of Buch summons, sentences, or 
excommunications, that his temporalities be taken and abide 
in llw king's hands, till duo redress and correction be thereof ^^^^^ 
laade,*^ iic r. % s. 

The foreseeing the passing this bill, and. it may be, nai Ty ttnyft 
knowing how far the matter might reach, was prol^ably the '"''**' "*' 
oecasioo of the clergy's protestation. For now, the arch- 
biahops of Canterburj' and York, for themselves and the 
ckirgy of their respective provinces, made their aolcmn pro- 
testation in open [MLrliamcot, " tltat tlicy no wise meant or 
wouM assent to any statute ur law tiuidc in refltratnt of 
the pope*s authority." This prot^ji^tation, at their n!C|ue8t, t«ii"n'» 
was entered upon the |>arlianient'roll. p. 332. 
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I'OL'RT- Th» year, Willtam Swinderby, above-nientioDecl, being cil«d 
aJJ^;«il Iwfnre John, biKliup of Hereford, declared he submitted to hb 



Iat« recantation for want of resolution, and that aevenl of the 
articled charfi[ed upon him were none of his tenets. For 



Sltvnlfftiy 
eomjatittiu 

n^mta^^r^Hr instance, he disowns his affirming that it was anlawful 1o 
imprison any person for debt : and that he only nuuntained 
that il was not lawful for the crc<Utor to be cruel and unmor- 
cHnl to a poor debtor who was willing to pay to his power. 
He complains himself misrepresented in other articles tou hog 
to mention, and rjiialifies sereral of his propositioos to a toler* 

Pna'i^Aiti aUe sense; but, as to the main, his apology came short of 
Batisfaction, neither indeed is it defensible in all points. In 
fine, the bidhop of Hereford pronounced him a heretic and 
warned all Christians to avoid his company. 

Swinderby appealed from tlic bishop's sentence to the king 
and parliament. To give the leader a further accouat of 
5H3. Swinderby^s temper and tendency, I sliall transcribe some part 
of his letter to the lords and commons, as it stands in Fox. 



wid Mm II* 

■nrtiu, 

|i £ill. 

rt deiRc Ui 

«1S. 



A UtUr $mU to tha nohlea and 6urfft89es o/parliamenl, fy tMtIm 
William Swindtrby, 

rM "JpHiis. that art both God and man, help thy pooplty that 
love thy Uw, and make known through thy grace thy teaching 
to all ChriBtiaii men. Dear wra, so as we have seen by many 
tokens that this world draws to an end, and all tlmt ever have 
been bronght forth f»f Adam's kind into this world shulen 
come togethei" at domcsday, rich and poor, sclione to giw 
account, and receive after bin dee^U, joy or pajnien for evwr- 
more : therefore make we our works good, ye while that <tod 
of mercy abides, and be ye stable and true to God, and y> 
abulon see his help about ye. * Constantes «?«tote et ridebitk 
auxiliwn Domini super vos.' Tins land is full of ghostly cowtnla: 
in ^rhnsily Iwttlc few dare stand. But Christ, that comforter 
of all that falleth against the fiend, the doubty duke comforts 
"H thus ; • eslot« fortes in bello.' &c. • lie ye strung in battle,' 
i..' says, 'and fipht ye witi» the old adder:' 'state in fide, 
vrnhter ag.to,' &c. ^ Wako ye, and pray ve, stond ye in beUef, 

Ifwri*;^ !-2!_T'r"*^ ";' 'i ^" ^t ^^'^^ "^ 

"-iianiy Awake ye that been righteous moa. 
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jpefltebleond immoveable : awake yc quickly and sleep noii] 
and stood now strongly for Gud*» law: fur St. John, in the 
Apocftlypa, says, * Blessed be he that awakes : Fur uougbt to 
rieepcra, but to wakera God has behiie the crown of life/ 

" * Be not ashamed,'' saya St. Paul, ' of the true witness of 
Jesufl Christ; for Christ our God says in his ja;ospel, he that 
nhamc me and my words, him shall man's Sonne ashamc when 
be shall come for to set in the siege of hJH majesty. And each 
mui, he UTS, that knuwH me and my words before men in this 
maSai generation and whorij^li, man's Son Rliall knowlt^dge liim 
before ray Father, says Christ hinuelf, wht^n he shall come with 
angels in the glory of his Father.^ Sith yc therefore been 
Christen men, that is to say, Christ's men, shew indeed tlial 
ye been suoh as yee daren shew you the king's men ; for ' hit 
bad been,' as St. Peter says, 'better not to have knomi the 
way of trath, than after the kiioning thereof, to be converted 
backward tberefrom.'' Wee knowcn Christ that is trought, 
wee aain oil through our l>elicf, if we turn from liini for dread, 
truly we deny Uie troLli. And therefore sith our time i» short, 
how short tio man knows liut God, do we the good that we 
may to God's worship when we have time. ' Be true.*' says God, 
• lo the death, and you shall liave the crown of life.' And 
tliink un Judas MaccaboFua, that was God's true knight, tliat 
comforted heartily God^H tnie |>eople, to he the fullowere of his 
law. * And geve ye,' he said, * your lives for the testament of 
your &thers. And yec shulen win,' he said, 'great joy and a 
oatuo for evermore.'' " 

And after a great deal of exhortation to this purpose, in- 
termixed witli Scripture tlu-eateuings, in case they fell short of 
what be conceived their duty, he subjoins tlius towards the 
close. 

" Therefore turn wee us to him. and leave sin lliat ho bates, 
and over all things maintain liis law that he confirmed with 
hJB death. For other bws that men had made, should be 
denied at that day by the just hiw of Christ, and the maker 
that them made." 

After having mentioned the happiness in following this 
advice, he concludL's thus :^ 

" Dear worshipful sire in this worid, I beseech you for 
Ohrist's love as )'ee that I tmw loven God'n law and trouth. 
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(that in ihesc days ia ^^rcatly bom » back) that they voUea 
vnncligafc ibcw things that I send you writton to UixTs 
worahip, to let them be shewed in the parliament as your wits 
can best cuneeive, tu most worship to oar God, and to shewing 
of the trouth, and amending of holy Church. My conchtnoos 
and mine apitoal, and other true matters of God's law (gif any 
man can Bnd th^rvin error, falseness, or defauJt, proret b}' the 
law of Christ clearly to Christen mcn^s kDowledge), I ahil 
revoke my nTnng conceit, and by God^a law l>e amondct ; ever 
ready to hold with God's law openly and privily with OoA 
grace, and nothing to bold, teach, or maintain, that is coo- 



iueifl.620. trary to his law.** 



51U. 

llbl. »f 
8*. PbuI'r 
('Atliodnil, 

Aatt, AvJtop 
t^ AtitnlerH, 
kit littUJk If m/ 
tiuumet»r. 



To dismisa Swinderby. He aeenia to have been a man of 
spirit and ^ood meaning, and to have had a seal for God, 
though not alto^ther according to knowledge : but then, by 
tho cooree of ihe stor^' even in Fox, he discovers aomothing of 
sourness in his temper, somctliing of prejudice, and diaafiisclioa 
to the clcrg)'. Ue continues entangled in several auft^ 
suanioiiA, and does not appear to have had a due regard tft 
the ancient usages, and authority of the Church. 

This year, pope Boniface IX. granted a very rentarkablir 
Indulgence to Sir Gerard Uraybroko, and his lady KUzabetb; 
by virtue of this bull, these two persons had a reniissJuu ufall 
Uieir sins upon the condition of contrition, and confesnon Ui 
a priest, at the point of d(>at1i. However, there w«ra flome 
restrictioim upon the indulgence: for if they recovered altera 
sickness, whieJi tliey expected would prove mortal, thoy were 
obliged to such penance and satisfaction, as their eonfeesor 
had enjoined them. And lastly, if they should pervert the 
design of this indulgence, and take any unlawful liberties, the 
bull was to be altogether void and unserviceable. 

About tliis time, Adam Cunuingliani. bishop of Aberderai, 
departed this life. He was extracted from an honounhle 
family, and made a great figure botli in Church and State. 
Hitt cliaracter, both for nhility and good faith, was such, that 
ilie council-board was always governed by his opinion. Ho 
had been employed in several embassies at the French courtj 
which he always discharged to the satisfaction of the king 
marter. At last, as it often happens, his merit created him 



CENT. XIV.] 



OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



207 



I 



I 
I 

I 



I 



les. In short, he was miiireprcsentct] to king Robert II., rich abo 

if he had concerted a practice with soniu uobleincn to set ■— ^.1 * 

aside the bvroditar)' right of the royal faiiiilv, nud make the 
kingiiom elective. Notwithstanding thtA information was pure 
calumnv, the king, it seem.M^ had j^ven some croilit to it. The 
bisbop pcrceiring he stood ill at court, retired to his diocese, 
wbcre, in a Kttic time, he fell under a new misfortune. The 
occasioa was this : Alexander, the king s natural son, hariiig n 
pique against the bishop for reproving his licentiousness and 
<^pfxasion, took advantage of bis discnuntenance at court, 
sened the revenues of the sec, and turned out the bishops 
tenuits. The bishop compUined of this iisage to the king ; 
but finding no redress, excommunicated Alexander : who, 
being enraged at the censure, drew a company of rufHans and 
libertines together, and nmrching at the head of Lhein to 
Aberdeen, resolved to assassinate tlie biftliop. Cunningham 
being advertised of his design, went to meet him upon the 
road, and when ho raw him, lie uncovered hh head, and point- 
ing to it, told him, " If this he that you seek, I have brought it 
to yon : take head, Ufe, and all.*^ The company admiiing the 
biabop^fl cnufAgp, and affccl^Hl with his grey hairs and veiicmble 
aa|)ect, prevailpd with Alexander to forbear the intended mur- 
der. Not long after the report of this outrage n-as earrieil to 
the king, who sending for his son Alexander, committed him H|yM«woo<r* 
tu prison, ordennl him to make the bitdinp satisfaction for the cbnreb of 
danuiges sustained, and give security for his good behaviour ^l^l^'n'' 
for the future. This prelate sat ten years. P- iw. 

Upon Uio Octaves of Hilary there was a parliament held at a. d, lasri. 
NV'iuclicster. And here, tlie archbialiup of Canterbury being 
probably suspected of abetting tlie pope'^ encroaehnients upon 
the Cliurch and State, delivered in his answer to certain 
articles in the tc>nor following. 

" To our dread sovereign lord the king in this present ArMiJky, 
paiiiamcnt, lus humble chaplain, William, archbishop o( Can- p^^^l^^^ 
tcfbury, gives in his answer to the petition brought into the JJJj^l'JJ' 
pariJMnent by the commons of the realm, in which petition are en v t J m mu , 
contained certain articles. 

** That is to say, first. Whereas our sovereign lord the klDff 
and all lu» liege subjects ought of right, and hail been 
nlwayn accustomed to sue in the king's court, to recover their 
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to aabrtain tbeir tiUea to prefam- 
olfav b e Mficw of bofy Chnrch, to which ihey ha(t> 
a ri^ to fiwrt TW eopouiee of which ple& belongs 
■pfcly to the eoon of oar ■ninraigii lord the king by virtue of 
km tmaemi pnfogati««, nwint^inftd and pnctised tn the retgas 
of al bk |nukM— uni. kings of Engkind. An<l when jadg- 
IB his ki^aMa> said eourt upon any such plea. 
hiiihn|H, aod other spiritaal p«nona, wbo 
knc the ri^ af gniiig inlitntioo to such benefioea witlthi 
tksr jnafictiaa, n boaad to exBoabe such judgmentA, and 
■■ad a^mmn to naka exaeatiaB at tlma at the king's commuid. 
(SBBe ■• li^ penoB am vadke any auch execution), and arv 
aA» hmmd to to»be c u e i'li a u of many other commands of <Hir 
krd tke kiof : «f vImA r%bt, the crown oT England fi.iH Uvu 

, : but oow of blc, divers j>rucuHe« 
by the htAj fiuhcr the pope, and excomnrani- 
pinat aaveol Kngtish bishops for nuUdi^ 
1 me^n^ ia punoanee to the king's oom- 
a h oig^ m e ntiflnRd . and that sach censurcii 
Betad in open dtshenaon of the crown, and 
«f tbe fnrafpUm royal, of the khig's laws, 
■kdr tc^B. aidBBa prmnttJ by proper remedies." 
T* lUs Midft, lbs sRlhlaafaop ptimiisia g his protcstai 
kbak it ^towaseaf las JP ta i ti oo to affirm onr holy fiither 
to exconnnanirate a bishop, pursuant 
ham af baly Ckacb, ibihufl and answers, that if any 
«f aaeeeaaas an made or afaaH be made br anv 

nd ^tm aaay EagEA biAopa, or any oUier of the 
Ui^> adfaiseia, far tbcir basing nade execution of .my such 
ttmammkt^ be Haiaiaiaa aadi ccnwre a to be prejudicioj to thifl 
ka^''a ffw^plm. aa it is art focth in the commons* petitioo r' 
aad ^M m far farlk be is l eaohcd to stand with oar lord tbc 
kvM. attd 4^fart bii cmm in the matters above-mention 
lA bis fcmm: 

** AbI Hniaiwi. wb tw a s it is said in the petition, tliat 
«faMt baa bectt nade thai Ibe said holy father the pope h 
inigpicJ to liandfato aoow Kitj^liJi pre lat es to sees out uf th 
PMfaa, and some ttom ooe bidbofirip to anotiicr, without tli 
kmiwtmlgv and roifffMt of oarfcinl the king, and nithont th 
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SMent or the preUtes bo tramUted, (whicli prelates are ver}' 
MTvioettblc and necessary to our lord the king, and hia whole 
mUm,) which tran<tlat4ons, if they should be suffered, the sta- 
Kdtes of the realm would be defeated, aud made in a great 
m oau re insigniKcant, aiid the said licgt-B of liis highness'a 
council would be removed out of hia kingdom without their 
UBent and against their inclination, and tlie treasure of the 
said realm would be exported ; by which means, the countn- 
^t-ould become destitute both of wealth and cuuucil, U* tlie 
niter destructiuu of the said realm : and thu^, the crown of 
Ei^siid, which has alwaya been so free and independent, aa 
Dot to liavc any earthly &overcig-n, but to be immedately sub- 
ject to God in all things touching the prerogatives and i-oyalty 
of the said crowu, should be made subject to the pope, and the 
lam and statutes of the realm defeated and set aside by him 
at pleasure, to the utter destructiim uf the sovereignty of our 
lonl the king, his crown and royalty, and his whole kingdom, 
which Uod forbid." 

" Tltc said archbishop, first pi-otesting that it is not his 
intention to aflinn that our holy fatlier aforesfiid cannot make 
tanalations of prelates according to the laws of holy Church, 
answers and declares, that if any Euglisli prelates, who by their 
capacity and qualiHcations were very serviceable and necessary 
(o oor lord the king and his realm, if any such prelates were 
tf«naUt«d to any aces in foreign dominions, »r the sage lieges 
of his council were forced out of the kingdom against their will, 
and timt, by ttiiH muunH, the wt-alth and treasure of thi* kingdom 
should b(- i!X{K>rted ; in thii^ castf, the arehbiithup dL-darcs tiuit 
Bocb translations ntmld be prejudicial to the king and his 
crown : for which reason, if any thing of this should happen, 
be resolves to adhere loyally to the king, and endeavour, an he 
is bound by his allegiance, to support his highness in this and 
all other instances, In which the rights of hia crown are con- 
cerned ; and, lastly, he prayed the king this schedule might be 
made a record, and entered upon the parliamenl-rull ; which 
tite king granted." 

Vrtnn thin declaralion of the archbishop, it is evident he was 
no vaeaal to the court of Romi'. He did nut assert tlu^ (tope's 
Miprpmacy so far as to we.ikt-n his alltjgiance, or tu make him 
an ill subject. 

VOL. lit. P 
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Mj ohaene tether, tiwi tins sefaedde of (he arcb- 
•BOM to btve led the mj to the statute of ** prcmu- 
lari m tUa parfiament : for tfae preamble and intro- 
part 1/ tlK aet is bat a copy, m it were, of tha 
Tbe biB, it ia tm% m& Imni^lil in by the 
hj mtj of petitiaa. vha \x%\^ tlu: king to examiae 
tka opiaiaaa of tlw lorda apiritaal and tctap^inil upon the cod- 
rnili TW ^MitiiMi beiag pot, the lords temporal prouisni 
la atadWlkrliiipagainit the pope's encToadinients: neither 
wen Ae eapigeBKnto of tbe lords spintnal Ices loyal and sans- 
fiKaofj : %ag thev c uueiuivd m all points with the ooauuont 
the pope in all his attempts upon the 



After ttti pteambolatorF' remDostranee, together with thu 
of the three eatatcs to s^and by the cmun in the 
Aofg aeptioocd, tbe enactii^ part of the etatnte fol* 



TtM. 



**■ WhempoB OB- iud lord the king, by the assent aToresud. 
li at tfe reqaeat of his said eoramonM. hath ordAincd and 
that, if asf pnrdiftse or pimtui', or cauae to be 
B the cotxK of Ronie or elsewhere, any 
tpgoe ea a ta ^and sentences of excommunications, 
or any other things whateocrcr, which t4>uoh 
die laa^ ag^unl laoi, h^ crown, and bis regally, or bis realm, 
•a is rfin nail and they which brin^ within the realm, or them 
reeene, or make thenof aotificatton, or any othpr exoru- 
tioa wfaatsoevcr, withm the same realm or withoat, that they, 
tiiar notarim, pcvcmators, maintainers, abettors, fautors, and 
eoaaettDn. ahal be pot oat uf iXm Wm^^ proicctioii, and tlieir 
laadi aad lOMnaits, goods and chattels, forfeit to uur lord the 
king : and that they be attached by their bodies, if tliey may 
he Iband, and fann^fai before the Itiiig and his council, tliereto 
aaswer to the caaes afioroHud, or that process be maile ngain^ 
then by * prnnminire &cias,'' in manner as it is ordained inot 
■tatotflS of proriaora, auid other nhlch do sue in any other coi 
A^ in derogUCkm of the regalty of our lord the king.** 

^ iiii ■ iH Sir Edward Coke observes, that this statute ts morn sti 
tf JWw. t. and oomprehcusiu,' tluui that of tlic t:!7th of Edward I II., 
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it raMsbea not nnly procurors, nbcUors, maintilnors, conn- RicHARn 
adkifa, Ac.,— which arc known words hi law, — but fauturs, _ ' 
which word u-as largvly exteudcd in Uie reign of Henry VIII. 
Upaa whicli he rcinArks, liow dangerous it is to bring nuw or 
— m'^itw' words into any act of parliament : and, further, he 
tmkes notice, that all application to a foreign jurisdiction, either 
in the court of Ilonic or c-bewlicrc, to the prejudice of the kiug^H 
crown and rifgality, falln Hithiii the penalty of the titatutu. And 
here he stretches the word " elsewhere" to a very large sense, 
and points it against the ecclesiastical courts in the realm. lie t'oke'« !»• 
brioga several pn.'Codents to support tliib construction, which, m^! Vm- 
whether they are well founded or not, will be exutiiiued U^"]^' ^ 
afterwards. 'i*''<w- 

And here it may not be improper to put the reader in mind 
that Sir Robert Cotton ntwcrved this act is not to bo found in 
the original records in the Tower ; neither is it to bo met with 5D6. 
in the copy of the paiUainent-rolls in the Cotton libraiy ; and **k!T'" 
which i« stiU somewhat surpruting. Sir I-Mward Coke, in hia ^^m, 
clmptorof " pnemuniiv,'' cites the i7tb Edward III. cap. I, in lUMiotiJ. 
the original, and takes notice of its agreeing with Uie record ; ^r",'[°"i.^ .% 
but when he comes to mention the IGth Iticliard U. cap. 5, 
which he owns to be a mure comprehensive statute, he neillter (^-ni^^-, 
qnotea the reconl, nor vouches the print ; which is a shrewd I"»*i*"i- 
sign he could not meet with this act upon the parliament -rolls. ^Cuo. 
It is true it is printed in tlie statutes at large, in Tultua and 
other editions ; but it is not the print, but the attestation of 
the original record which gives it the force of a law. 

On the otiier side, this statute seems pretty plainly referred 
to in S.5th Henry VII t. cap. 2u, and 1, 2 Ph. and Mar. 
np. S. Upon the whole, I by no means pretend to deny the 
anthority of this act, but only aiu somcwliat at a loss about the 
endenoe uf ita authentic ncss, and the grounds it stands up<in. 

Thia act of *' Pnrmunire," orpussibly the 27th Edward 1 1 1., 
we may imagine, was looked on ns a great grievance at tlie 
court of Rome ; however, we do not tiud any censures pro- 
nounced ill form till Martin V. This pope, who was cuntcm- p„pt 
porary with king Henry VI., dircrted a warm bull against this ^^^y'^"' ^* 
act to the duke of licdford. It seems his nuncio had been '^ •'«'>^ ^ 
lately imprisoned in England for delivering his hollncss^s letters. 
\Vi< may sup|»ose, tliuugh the huU does not uwu it, they were 
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atU'iidi-d with the duke of trloucesttT, the 'jarlsuf Maix'h, Not- urfUARD 

Uoghani, and Rutland, set aail for Irelaiiil, to quiet tlie coinnio- ". . 

tioas there. The Irish petty princes^ having aiaoiX out f»>r ,^^,j ,"^', 
amno Inae, at last cast ihemselves upon the kinir'a clcinency, '"■'"»•'■ 
HDd suhiiiitteu. thiikhnf- 

During his hi^huciis'a stay in Ihiit country, the arclibiiiho|> of ""*' 
York, Uio biahop (if London, and othor agentH of the clei^y, 
w^t^nl on him at Dublin. Their hugincBB wiia to entreat hiui 
to return speedily into Knf|;lanil, to the re^'Ue of religion : for 
now. the Lollardii and their abcttui-H hud funned a strong con- x. o. 1909. 
(^inury againtit the doctrine, discipline, and revuuueu uf tltc ■•<■ p. 351. 
Chardi. 

ThiK adilrosH was occasioned hy the LnllanlR affixing seTcral l-^ 
libels upiin the churches of .St. Pauls, and .St. I Vior's in Weat* 'X^Ji^'AxtH 
miailer, containing scandalous imputations upon tlic clergy, "P^J^ 
tuf^ther with several conclusions destructive of the hierarchy, 
and contmry to the doctrine of (he sjicranients then received. 
These Lollanis were countenanced hy several jH-Tsona of figure 
and quality among the laity, some of which have Iwen already 
mentioned. 

The king* being thus informed of the attempts of this parly, 
rtjsolrcd to break their design, and returned forthwith into 
Englaad. ibhi. 

While tlic king was In Ireland, the duke of York, lH;ing 
mt in hin nb^tcnce. surnmuned a |)arlianient to meet at |^,j,, 

fcstminater, ujwn the qnindencs of St. Hilar)'. w/*^' 

Tt was during this session tliat the Lollards pasted up their ,noiuimm* 
against the clergy ; and, which was more, lliey delivered ti'^'^f^ 
lonstrancc into the {larliament-house against the Church .5U7- 
of England, couched in twelve conclusions or articles. 

First. " That when the Church of England began to mta- 
maoagc her temporalities in conformity t<i the precedentii of 
Kome, and Uie revenues of churches were appropriated tu 
several places. Faith, Hope, and Charity began to take their 
leave of her connnunion." 

Secondly. " Tliat the English priesthoo<l derived from Rome, 
and pretending to a power sU|>orior to angels, is not that 
pricsUiuod which Christ settled upon his apostles." 

They ofTer tu prove their pivpusitiuu thus: — "Jkoausc, 
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jters: and that iiicii imder such double capacities ripiiard 
itiPl^<«Alled hurnuiplircHliles." .^ ]}: , 

Having proved tiiis point, aa lliey fancy, tliey petition the 
puiiamcnt, " that all chnrchnion entrusted with cure of &nuU 
m^ht be confined to tlteir own fuuctious, aud disebargcd frurn 
secular empluytncDt.^ 

Seventhly. "That prayer inado for the dead, in which one 
person is often named and prefcn-cd to another, Is a wrong 
ground for charity and rcligiouu cndownientti ; and therefore 
all the chantries in England stand upon a wrong bitttoni." 

They infer this coneluftion, " Firet, beeauso all prayer 
nbich has any merit or significancy in it, ought to proceed 
from motives of cliarity. Now perfect charity excepts no 
peraon out of her devotions, in coiifonnity with tliat coniuiuud, 
* Thon ahalt love thy neighbour as th)*self.' From whence it 
is dear to ob, say they, tliat the pi-esents made to a prieat 
or a religiona house, is that which principally prevails with 
them to pray for the deceased. Now, in our opinion, such 
mercenar)- devotionB are little better than simony/^ 

*^ Another of tlieir rea&uiis agaiiiiit praying for the dead ia, 
because prayer for the dauincd is dit^pleasing to God Almighty. 
Now, though this punishment, c<iutinue these Lollards, is 
anoerfain, yet it i» probable that ninst of the foundcm of these 
religious bouses, by reason of their venomous endowments, are 
gone the broad way. They infer, further, that prayer rightly 
qualified, is without any views of interest or secidar advan- 
tagi^ ; and that a hundred religious houses, as lias been lately 
proved in a treatise presented to the king, would be sufiicient 
for the spiritual occasions of the whole realni.^ 

Eighthly. " That pilgrimages, prayers, and offerings made 
to images aud crosses, have nothing of charity in them, and arc 
near of kin to idolatry. And here they complain, not without 
raason, agwnat making a picture of the Trinity. Against 
oflbring to images and crosses they argue thus : God has com- 
niaod&l us to reUevc the indigent, because all mankind are 
luade in the Divine iiiuigu : but no one can pretend tliat stocks 
aod stones luve this advantage, or come up to any representa- 
tion of tlie Deity. Furthei-, that the supn^me degree of wor- 
diip, calle'l ^ Ia1rift\ Ix^tongs only to God ; and llmt the lower 
kiocL calleil ' dulia,' is pwpcr to angels and men, and ought not 
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<-nrrr- to be paid to any cmiam of a lower clus. From heoee, tt 

Abp'r^t. follows, that llie religiourt wonlup pdud twice a-ycnr to the 

~ 7^ croM in onr Church, is plainly idolatnnu ; for if llie naila aod 

'i^iear, upon ihe score of their touching our Saviuur's body, 

ooglit tu have &o mudi nJigioua n»pect, then, for tbe same 

* rmaoD, Jadas's lipa, if we could get them, would be predon 

relicft.** 

>iiiL}ily. " They dodare against auricular coiifcsion,becaiBe 
it makes the priests proud, lets them into tlie secreta of the 
penitent, givL« opportunities for intrifrues, and other mortal 
offenccss. And here, they deny the power of sacerdotal abeo* 
lution, rally the commisfflon of the clergy, and ore too liglit in 
their rcfloctiuns upon the privilege of the keys. In tbe cloae 
of thin article, tbey fall upon the pope for pretending to haTsa 
bank of the saints^ merits, and tbe disposal of the treasure of 
the Church : they likewise pas* a jt«t upon hJui^ for laying too 
much stress on his indul^nces, and timt sinc« he has so full 
an authority to cancel the obligations to punisluncnt, and dis- 
churgt- uilcnderg from their guilt, tlicy call him on uncharitable 
person, for Huflcring anybody to miscarry the Ittast in Uieir 
condition, and continue in purgatory.^ 

Tentbly. " They except against the practice of the Cliurcfa 
of Kiigland, and maintain tliat taking away any mans life, 
cither in war or courts of justice, upon wliat account eoercr, 
is expressly contrary to the New I'estAmcnt, which, aay ihcy, 
ia a dispensation of grace and mercy." 

One of llii'ir argunicuts to prove this paradox is, '* that 
moat conununly, when men fall a fightings * post prinium iotwn 
charilaa rumpitur,'' l. e. chanty is knocked on tlte head at the 
Arst blow, and that whosoever dies out of charity, goes 
dirvdly to hell. They urge further, that our Saviour haa 
taught us to love our enemies, to deal gently with Llicm, and 
not to kill them, l-'urthor, tliey challt-'nge thu clergy to pmvv, 
either hy Srripture or sound reatum, tlmt it is lawful to punish 
a man nnpitjilly for one mortal sin, and not for another ; inas- 
nnu'h as the evangelical biw of mercy absolutely forbids aJI 
manner of homicide ; for we read iu the (Jospel, uay they, ' It 
luw liccn said to them of old time, thou shalt not kill.' Thrir 
laHt inference from this article is. tliat tlie buMinei» of war is 
altogether unlawTuJ : and to prove tliis point, they nusapjdy 
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Hi. M«it. 
nvi. M. 



the mcftning or our Savinur^s reproof of St. I'etcr, thai 'all KirilART) 

• they that takti the &word Hhall |>cn»l) with the swoni/" 
** The eleventh conclusion in, that the vow of single life, 
mulertaken by women of the Church of Kngland, is tlio occa- 
mm of horrible disorders, betrays those nuns to infamous 
MffTeepondenecs, tempts them to procure abortions, and to 
murder their cliildrcn unbaptized. From hence, they draw a 
eenanru upt>n widows, and tluiee who live plentifully, lu case 
they take the veil upon them.'''' 

Twelfthly. " In their twelfth and Inst conchiwon they ex- 
cept af^nst unnccessanr' tradoi», as the occa&ion of pride and 
luxury. They add, titat a few eni|>loymentH arc sufficient for 
Uk support of human life : and since St. Paul has coniiHiiude<l 
OB to bt coutented witli food and raiment, wu ought to stop 
within that liberty. And, from iiie force of this precept 
of the ^oetle, they except particularly f^inst goldsnnthK 
and sword-cutlers ; which though they were allowed under 
■ the economy of the Mosaic law, yet the New Testament hau 
' HiperKiied the use of iheee, and many others, and made them 
unlawful;' 



Thifi is the substance of the Lollards' embassy, oh they call TULoUatiit 
it; and fur which tliey pretend a commission from our Saviour. J|J^«iJI^ 
They let the parliament know they liad I)een very brief in thisA"? '>*"' 
remonetrance ; and that they had a great deal more matter in /* «(Wra 
(liber treatises written in English ; for wc arc to take notice Elw^. 
that this petition was drawn up in Latin. At the end of their ^"^j ^^ 



Con- 



addrcHB these TctBos follow 

PhnffHWt Anffhntm ffent^s crtnum sodomorttm, 
Pauhafert korum 9UfU tdola cauga mahrum. 
Sufffunt inprati Grezitw Simone nati^ 
Nvmim prwiati hoc t/^'/enaart parati. 
Qui ruffes utis, populig quiamque prataii*^ 
Qualiter Aw ffsstu gladiot prohiUrt poi«9t%» f 



us. vt 



p. Hit 
«IH. 



By the style, assertions, and way of arguing in this remon- riu, „. 
strance, it is c\idont these Lollanls were men of no great J^™,'^*^ 
learning or judgment: for though they are sumetimett in thf> /■''*"<*> 
right, JUid fiuint upon the errors in the Koman Church, yet 
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coritT- part of Uietr oooclnsiomi «re pUinlv heterodox. Howctw, 
A^fo^ they uv so mifottimato w to defend thctn with the atoiofit 
' — '' — * Msormnce, and (ffcteod their plan drawn up by the directions 
of Heaven : for JoatAnce, the)' doclaro war, and capital punyi- 
menu by tbe civil magistrate, utterly unlawful. Now, to pub- 
lisli false dwtrine, and vouch a divine couuiiasion for Uiar 
warrant, is a 5if;;n thdr credentials were by no meaos aalisffte- 
tory. To take tJicni at the best, they seem to ha^'e had more 
beat tlian light, and to have been governed by a spirit of eo- 
tbuaiftum. However, 1 shall detemiine nothing against the 
honesty of tlieir intentions : thouf^b, if tlie rhyniinK invective 
was part of Uieir address, it would almost make one suspect 
their - integrity. For notwithstanding thoy had posttivdyj 
declared against the lawfulness of taking away any inani 
life, they are mj cliaritablc an to provoke the govemmeal 
destroy the clergy. 

This vigorous push of the Lolbirds gave tliem sonio trooblc 
Sf)D. upon the miscarriage, and awakened the prelates to a defence. 
It was probably upon tlus alarm that an oath was tendered to 
them, by virtue of which they were obliged to recant their 
opinions, and make a kind of implicit ^nhniission to ih<> thofl^l 
Church. Tbis test was put to several Lollards of NottingiH 
ham, when arclibisliop Arundel, who had the custody of the 
broad seal, prt:»'Ied over the province of York. Tlie ibrm 
tho aubaiissiun inns tlius ; — 



■/■'. 
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" JHemorandum, — That, upon the first day of September, ii 
tlie nineteenth year of the reign of king Uichard 11.. Willis 
Dyiiot, Nicholas Taylleur, Richard Poacher, and William 
8toyuur, of Nuttiugliam, appearing in person in thu king*i| 
court of Cliancery, took every one by liimaclf the mt 
following : — 

" 1, William Dynot, before yow worabipfull fndor and loi 
irchbishup of Vhork and your clergie, with nty free will and full 
avyaud. swore to Uod and to all his seyntes, u\hiu this liol 
i3o«puI, tliat, fro this day forthward, I sliall ^vorahip jn 
with prayiug luid olTurying unto them, in the worachop of 
•ainis tluit tboy bi> made after: and abo, I sliall never moi 
dea|ii80 pylgivmagv, ne states of holy ChjTche, in no degre. Ai 
also, 1 tdiallbebuxuni tothclawHofholy Chyrche, and to yhui 
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las to mtii archbiHliup, ati<I inyn nthcr ordinaries and curates, aiid RICTIARP 

the laws up ray power, and ineynteiu them. And also, I ^ ^^ j 

■laH never more meyntein, ne techen, ne defenden errors, con- 
clodnnt, ne tcching of the Lollards^ no snych conclusions and 
lechingB that men clopeth Lollarda doctrine ; nc I Bliall her 
books, ne swych books, ne liem, or ony suspect or diflaroud of 
LoDardar}', rosccyvc, or company with all, wittingly, or defend 
to tbo matters : and if I Icnowc any swyeli, I shal], with all the 
baat ikuX I may, do yhowc or els your ner officers, to vryiea^ 
and of ther bokes. And also, I shall excyte and stirrc all tho 
lo good doctrine that 1 have hindred witli luyn doctrjue up my 
power: and also, I sliall stond tn yonr doclaration, wych ia 
hsrasie or emjur, and do thcrafter ; and also, what penance 
yha woB for tliat I have don for ina^ntaining this fals doctrine 
onjoyn me, 1 shal fulfill it, and 1 submit me thcrto up my 
power : and also, I shall make no other glose of this myn uth 
but OS the words Blonde. And if it be so that I come agayn 
or do agayn this oth, or any party thereof, I yelde me hwe 
oowpohle as an hcretyk, and to be punished by tho law as an 
herctyk, and to forfeit all my jfodcs to the king's will, withoutca 
ony other process of law : and thereto I require the notarie 
to nuke of all this, the which is my will, an instnmicnt 
agayns mo.*" 

»" And moreover, tlie same William Dynot, the same day, J'^'^lj"' 
gnutt^ and acknowledged that all his goofls and chattels were ««l. 3. 
feHett to us. in case he any ways contravened the said oath, or cuu*.' 
did any thing against what was contained in it.*' *^ *'**''■ ^ 

Frora the tenor of this oath, which enjoins tho worship of ''«*>*j^ 
I imagea, we uuiy observe, how much the Church of England was 0,1^ 
•liBred from her firet belief. For, as has boon already remarked, 
^ape OPDgory the Great, who sent Augustine the monk to con- 
vert the Saxons, declares positively against this practice ; and 
aft«rwnrds, when the second council of Nice had settled inuigc- 
worahip, the Church of England was shocked at the innovation, 
and remonBtrat*?d publicJy against it. But then not to hiy a 
harder tinpntation upon tiie Church of this century than thu 
case will bear, we may take notice, — 

In the second place, tlwt the jm.ig(v worship enjoined by this 
oath waa uf an inferior degiee and by conbe4|uc'Uce must not be 
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rorRT- mounted to a char^ of tdohttr. That this religioa& Tvgard 
AbJ*cli.i. was not^ «*" *'i*' highest kind, mppeois by the eoafionioo of die 
[*. Lollards : for tliose men, fai their roDoastrmiiee* tell ua, tint 
the c1crg\ distiasniBbed reKgious arocdiip into "latria'' and 
'*dulia;" aiidtliat, whereas the firatwaa appropriated to the 
Supreme Reing. the latter might be paid to ftunts and angek 
Now, if no more than an inferior degree of worsliip was to be 
paid to the saints, according to the doctrine of the Cliurch aS 
this age, it will follow that iuiagos were not to be «oisbipp«d 
in anj higlier degree : fur no person ever pretended to pav a 
greater regard to the representation than to the tho^ i*(m> 
iM.>nted by it. 

Wc may ohserre, in the third placo, that this uath dooa ttni. 
aecoi to have been a geoeral test : for we do not find it unpotrd 
ciilier by any synod, or tendered to any persons MJtlun the pro- 
vince of Cantorbur)', nor indeed to any oibcrs under the joris- 
dictioD of the archbishop of York, oxeepting^ thoee aJrvwik 
mentioned. TIuh oath, tlierefore. aecma to have been enjoined 
by the particular waruilh uf this prelate against some 
able Lolbirds. 

The next year, Ooartney, archbishop of Canterbunr,' 
thiit life, at Slaidtstone. He nns fourth sun lo Hugh 
^^Tj^y^carl of Devonshire, by Margaret, daughter to Humphry Hoht 
earl of Hereford and Essex, by his wife Elizabeth, dau^ter 
king Ednard I. He Itad his education in Oxfurd, where 
made a gr^cat progress in the civil and canon law. Ue was thi 
years cliancellor in this univensity ; which ollice, at that 
wa8 not only a title of honour, but di&chargud in persoii, 
required residence. He continued in this post till his 
tion to the see of Hereford ; from whence, after five 
was translated to London, in the year 1375 ; and from 
to Cajilerbury, where he sal almost fifteen years. Uo founded 
a college at Maidiitonc for secular priests, which at the disso- 
lution of the ablioyg, wun valued at a hundred and forty |iounds 
)tor annimi. He was likewise a benefactor to his own cathcdnL 
()l)(). Ili3 advantAges of birth, learning, and station, did not swell 
hiiBgination, or give him any unserviceable imprGssions. W 
liavo one instance of hi-s humility in his last will and tuitomt 
in which be ordcivt) hiH curpse U* bo buried in MaJdstt 
church-yard, nut thinking himself worthy to lie in a chui 
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Urbtn VI. took trpon liim to jrrant several favours to kiciiarI) 

arelibtshop. for the purpose : lie gave him the privilege ^ ^J , 

to apj>oint public nutories. to collate to beneBeeH in the diaposol b,'JJ^'),""; 
of Rome, to lualie doctors, to cnve a facultv fur plu- r.i.nnpv 

" (iiMlwiri ill 

twelve Ruch pcritorm a^ he itliould think (it, :md to Ar«riiic|<<f. 
of one prebend in every cathedral within the province. ^*^'i"s^, 



Tlie ratification of the peace, concluded the Uist year between p?" ' , , 
EngliuiJ and France fur twenty-oiglit years, was exchanged ni,t.i->riA, 
about lIu.H tinte ; and, on the twenty-eighth of Octolwr, king |^ ''^|;^ 
Richard and Cliarles V 1 . had an interview near Calais, and f^"^/" , 
swore the articlen. And, to make the ircaty more firm, king aaJ Fr^.^. 
Riebard was niarricd to Isabel, t!«? French king^s daughter, a uVi^i. 



I 



Arigl. |>.3Sr> 




pr in e c as about eight years of age. ,^ 

Upon the vacancy of the see of Canterbury, 1'homas Arundel, 
anUifauihop of York, woh translated thither by a papal pro- 
VMon, The bull waR published at C'anterhnn,-, the eleventh of 
Janoary* ; and, \ipon the tenth of Febnmry following, be 
received the |>all of U'ickliam, bialiop of NV'inchcster. Upon ^*<^,{ 
the nineteenth of this month, there was a convocation held at „„ttt 
.l^ndtin^ where eighteen ailicles, extractetl from Wickliff's jj||jj^'^*' 
*• TrialoguB.'' were condemne<l. lamAm. 

The 81-x'und ceuaured article stands thus: — 
" Aa John Uie Ilaptist was Klias only in a figure, and not in 
imwm, «o the consecratetl bread is figuratively the body of 
dirtst . for, without at! doubt, the words, ' This is my body/ 
arv a figuratii'e expression, no leas than that other passage 
where our Saviour affirms John Itaptist to lie Filias.'''' 

"The eleventh article reports, as a precedent for the Ohris- 
lian Church, that, in the eighteenth of Numbers and forty-fourth 
I'f Kzekiel, the Aaronical priests and Lcvitcs we forbidden lo 
Imve any properly ui lands among the rest of the tribes, and to 
aobsist only upon tithes and offerings.*^ 

•^ The twelfth article holds forth a resembling conclusion, and 
is a kind of inference from the eleventh. It is very crudely 
and extravagantly expressed. It affirms, that a clergyman 
cAniHit give a greater proof of his being Antichrist than by 
maintaining it i» lawful fur Christian priests to liave estates c«m\\. 
aelUed upon them : and if any ])ersons are guilty of liercsy, Jt^^,,** 
npoatacy, or blasphemy, they art- those who teach such doctrine, *>**«• !■• 
Tha nat of titc propositions liave In^en aliva4ly mentioned.'' fib, 81, 
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ARUN- These arliclca woro binuglit into the convocation bj 

Abp.Cu(. canonists and civilians of Oxford. Thia facultj^-, being ni 

ij^JT^^^j^ at some Ht'atut4.>s made to the diaadvintage of their profaaua, 

"^^ f profoired a complaint against the vniTeraity; MickMJ Sef' 

ftit^mij'tXc' geauXf doctor of law, u'as tlieir delt'i^ate fur this bmtDCBB. Thu 

t^Mbnj,''' doctor set forth in the convocation^ that the nntrfavstjr of 

Oxford liad procured a btdl to ojcempt thenwdws from thr 

jurisdiction both of tlieir diocesan and metropoUtan ; that Uue 

bull vivcA rather a diasorvicc than a pnvilcgo to that learned 

b(Hly : for wtiereas formerly, in caiie the .studeutA had anj hard- 

ship put upon them by the chancellor, ttiev' had a remedy 

ap;aiiist this injustice, and the liberty of an appeal to thoanb- 

bidhop : but that now boin^ under the arbitrary juriadictioa 

a single governor, and tied up from any funlicr appiicatif 

tlioy were faJlen under [K^rfect davcr^'. Tlii» faculty, tbenfa 

entreated the ai-uhbishop, that since he had a right to visit 

university, and a precedent to 8up[)ort tlial claim in hia iauiie> 

dintc predecessor, — his authority being thua unquostioi 

they entreated him to revoke the chancellors jiretendcd 

tion : it was called a pretended exemption, because aa 

alk$;ed, llio bull had neither the |io|>ea seal nor Uie sul 

w«oi). iliu. iiou of any public notary to prove it authentic. Notnjt 

lidtr^"'^ this objection, Dr. Hyndman, tlie chancellor, insisted upon 



?*m-'' '* i'^trument, and, making his pnitestation against any fu 

pi 
TV ami. Jocelinc reports, that the chancellor went off without leave. 



Sdikc.* procGHs, withdrew from the convocation. 



*jjj]j2^^ and misbehaved himself, upon tliis occasion ; that the 
an/nrMAya bishop, citing him before the nynod, reprimanded him for 



mitf, presumption, and pronounced the papal exemption void. 



Bui 



Wood givL'a somewhat a different account of this toat 
This historian relates, that when the archbisliop, after 
breaking up of the convocation, di^signed to visit tlie univi 
of Oxford, he was informed the chanccUiir and the pi 
were resolved to iitsist upon the pope's bull, and opjiDse 
vijiitation. The archbishop ac4:(Uaintiug the king with tl 
incompliance, tliere wa« a writ immediately directed to 
chancellor and students, strictly commanding them not 
except nguinst the jurisdiction of their ordinary or 
politan, nor insist upon any papal exemption : that 
privilegiw were of ill consequence, and tended to the etitt* 




further oonimandctl to riciiard 

reWMinCL* the hull in fonn, And send the king their renunciation^ ^ ^, . 

aUcBted under tiieir liands and seals. Notwith^tandin^r this 
I order. Wood b of npiniun tiie writ wan nfver obeyed, nor the 
'imU given up. Hoivever, that Boniething of a submission was 
Mftdu, is (wvtty evident by the archbishop's going to Oxford, 
wilh a design to visit the May following. Ilut, npon hia a. o. \3&7. 
olbring ta enter u{>un this function, Die heads of the univerRtty, f>4)l. 
waiving^ tlieir former privilege, urged a new plea, pretending 
tJtoy were visitable by the crown, and not by the archbishop. 
This creat^-d a. uew dispute, which being at laal referred to the 
king, his highncHS gave the cause against Inniaelf for the arch- 
bishop. Notwithstanding ihiK sentence, the visitation, it , . . , 
BMOM, did not go on at thia time. p. ifis, 3)0. 

The archbishop, at his visitation in London, revived an old TheancA- 
ooostitutiun about the payment of tithes, first set on foot by ^^H^^'m 
SiaiDO Niger, formerly bisihup of London. By thia constitu- ^•^"'^ 
tion. the inlubttanttf of the res[>ective parinhe^ were obliged to mtmtY 
jay tlieir rector one liaU'-])euny in ilie pound, out of the rent xokIm. 
of ibuir liousce. nllf^"'!' 

Br) tan. tn 

After tite urchbiahop had gono through his province, and Arand«l. 
finished his viHitation* there was a |karliainent held at VVcst* 
minster, upon the fourteenth of September. 

At this Hcssion, iu regard several judgments were heretofore 
uodmiu, because the clergy were not present, the commons 
pnjed tlie king that the clergy might appoint some person for 
Lbeir common proxy, with sufficient authority to represent '^?'^'' 
them. The bishops therefore, and the clergy of both provinces, Jwtii,B.a( 
einuitituted Sir Thomas Percie their proxy, as appears by their -^ntici!!^ 
instninient for tlwt purpose. ^ ^' '" 

To proceed : in this parlitiment, the commission and statute 
made upon it, in the 11th year of this reign, was reiteolcd 
■1 the petition of the eummons, as being traitorously procured R(«tutnki 
■gainst the liing'ti will, and in prejudice of Iiis crown and ]^^ 
dignity. 

The pardons granted to the duke of Gloucester and the 
earis of Arundel and Warwicli, in the parliament above-men- 
tioDDd, arc made void, being extorted against the king's will 
bj force and compulsion. The pardon likewise granted to the n,,,, p„^' 
«ari of Arundel, at Windsor, iit the acventeenth year of thisJJ Jt'',^ 
rogn, is likewiw revoked. )«■ 
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On the twentieth of September, the eflmmons, hftving (fat 
king's leave, impeached Thomas ArunJel, archbmliop of Gn- 
lerbur)', of hig}i treason. 

The chief article of the charge waa. Tot that being btshnp of 
Ely and lord chanccUar, he was traitonrasly aidiiij;, procuring, 
and afivitting in makinj; a commiaaion diroctetl to Thumu, 
duke of (ilnuceeter, Richard, earl of Arundel (the archlMshop* 
brother) and others, in the tenth year of the king^a reign, and 
procured himself au one of the chief ministers of state to be 
put into the said conmiiasion : wliich comtnis.^ioii vras apparent^ 
prejudlciul to the kinjr''g prerogative and dignity ; and that the 
said Tiionins put the said commission in execution. 

To this the king answered^ that in regard the impeachment 
touched BO great a })er8on, and a peer of the rcoliu, be wouKl 
be further advised. 

The coiunions resolving not to give o%'er, preeaed th« prase* 
cutiou the next day, and prayed the king that he would pleiae 
to ortler such judgment against the nrehbishop as the can 
re<iuired. The king replied, t)ie archhishup hml confessed to 
him before several lorda, that he watt mistaken in execuUnK 
the cotiiniiHHion above-mentioned, and cost hinit»e]f upon tb« 
king's mercy. 

Upon this, the king, tlie lorda temporal, and Sir Tbomis 
Porcie, proxy for the bi»ilio)ts and clergy, declared the article 
coufeased l>y the arehbijihop to 1«' tr«w«>i», and adjudged him 
a traitor : whereupon it was ordered, that the said orehbiabop 
should be banislied, his temporalities seized, and his goods and 
chatU'Is forfeited to the king, who was to appoint the time 
f<jr his quitting the kingdom. 

I his case affords another precedent of a biuhop*s being triwl 
by liis peers, it being plain by the record tliat judgment wa* 
given by the house of lords: and tlmt the lonU proceeded not 
in a legwlativf, but in a judicial way, in crideot by the coui- 
nions being only prosecutors in the ease; whereaa, bail tlw 
archbUhop been found guilty by a bill of attainder, the voUM 
01 the comntons would have been necessary : and, wWnw 
no»o of tbe commons are concerned a« jud"gea in tbia trial, 
d^v'"^ ''"'"""*■■' '^*-""='*^ '*'''* represented the bishops and 
thoLiJb'''' °*^^ "^"^'^''^ f""" 'lence in the second iJacc, that 
ull tr 7''^'''-*"''"« r~'n the hou.se of lords i„ aM«« .J" 
, a« only a v..hintary absence, occahione-l bv tbe wrtmial 
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of the canons. Their retirinji, I say, was a cnmplianco with 
the tli8ci|4ine of the Chureli, and not any necessity forceU upon 
them by the civil constitution. For iiow we sec, since they 
had appointed a lay-proxy, their right of judging in criminal 
maltcfB is not questioned. For the record inromas us, that 
Sir TboDUB Fercie, tiie prelates' proxy, gave judgment with 
Uie temporal lords against the archbi&hop. Now. this gentle- 
man was no more tlmn a conimoner, and acte<l nidy u|>on the 
strengUi of his representation, if, therefore, the bishops had 
barred by the constitution from being judges in capital 
Sir Tiiumas Fcrcie's jwwcnt would have been contested, 
behher would he have been allowed an equal .share with the 
Icmpoml peers in pronouncing this seuteiice ; for a delegotlun 
cannot reach beyond the right of the principal, nor can any 
proxy have more authority tlian the person he reprewnts. 

Itefore I proceed further, it will not be impro|ior to obsen'e, 
that archbishop Arundel, though in the {mrltanient house, at hia 
first imj>eaehment, and offering to make his defence, yet was 
absent the next day when sentence was pronounced against 
him. It accius, the king had commanded him not to come 
inlo the house, having first made him a pronuKe of his friend- 
ship, and given him hi4 oath tliat the lords should do nothing 
lit his prejudice. 

f |kin the twenty-first of Septemlwr, Riidianl, earl of Arun- 
del, the •irchbi.'^hop'fi brother, i^-as brought into parliament, and 
tried for high treason, and levying war against the king in Uie 
eleventli year of his rctgn. The earl pleaded a general jar- 
don given in the |jarliament of tlxat year, and likewise another 
panh>n passed in form at Windsor. To this it was urged, 
that these pardons were f*otten from tho kini^, cither by force 
or BUrpnse. and so the pica being over-nilwl, the lords found 
hhn guilty, and jtavc judgment ui>on him to suffer as a traitor. 
At this trial Sir Thomas Percie, the bishops' proxy, was one 
of the earl's judges, and joined in the sentence with the tem- 
ponl lords. Thus we see again the bishoi* by their represen- 
Utivc assisted in capital caiutes. Walsingham tells us that 
the |»arliame«t, at their firbl o|K'ning, foi-esecing some [Kwrs 
would ho tried for their lives, desinnl the bishops to make a 
lay proxy : that, since the canons would not allow them to 
■l^r in peraon. they might coTi\-ey their authority to a lay- 
man, and lie present in construction of law. 
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Oa the twrnf' ^,}p] y,j^ behcawfad upon tliie 

kiDg's Lan-.' ,^_ ^,1 of Warwick wm hrou^ 

U-rbury. of ,„,i f..^ ibe aame crime. Bui thw uuble- 

The r [n-.Tson, nnJ bi>haviii;; hiiiiscir in a sabmn- 

K'.v *' ,„ f.rnjr panlnncil liiiii hb. life after juilginent, 

*^ ,,;jni>sclf with kpeping lumcimfinwl. 

^"^ v^mIht the eaH ofAnimiclwas tried, thekin^orderad 

^ ' ^»rJial to hrinfj th*' liody of the duke of Gloocestcr 

' iiM.', to answor to a charge of h^ treasun. The eari 

■^,„ ,n>"i're«l, tliftt that «lukc being in his custody iu th* 

'^.f j.ri~on at Calais, (JiimI there. Uy ihd way. the dnke of 

-]i-e«ter had been seised in England by the kinf(*3 order, 

' ^Bfritid to Cftbis, where, without being brought to his answer, 

^ was afterwards strangled or Mnotbered, by the contrnanop, 

jks it WAS said, of the eari of Notlingtiam. His deatJi. it 

eeoms. did not (Satisfy the commons, nho prayed the kii^ and 

the lords Lo declare him guilty nf high treason, whidi was 

dono Mjeon1in<;ly by the tenijwml lords, and the btsbojis' proxy. 

Sir Thomas Percie. 

T»» return lo the C^itiPch. The apchbiahop, after judgmnt, 
had forty days flowed to pn>parp for his exile, within wUfifc 
time he was ob%ed to depart the kin^lom under the penally 
of losing his head. He went first into France, and friim 
thence retired to the court of Itome, where pope Bonifnce V. 
gave him a friendly entertainment., and wrote to the king 
pais over the nffpnce, and iv-admit him to his favour, 
the kin^. not being diapoaed to renne the 8ent(?nce and dnip 
his rraentmeni, the pope proronted Arundel to the see of St. 
Andrew^, in Scotland ; and, which was a more dtsobl^iitg 
Mroko* he designod to give the ardibit^hop sei>?ml prefinmcaU 
in BnglaDd. by way of provision. The king being inlbrmed of 
the |kope*s intentions, wrote an expostulatory letter to bis buB- 
nosB in the form fi)llowing : — 

"ThotuAs for his treasoaable eooapiracy against our cniwn 
and royal dignity, has only been sentenecd to {terjietual fawinli- 
ment; whereoR. luid he been dealt antli aoaa^nbly to Ins 
d«n«Hta, he ought lo have suffered tiie pmnohnent of high 
iwaaon ; but iu consid«ration of his character, and otit of 
Tv^ruKi to rtii^-lon. we hare thought (it to grant him hia lifc>, 
find aUir of tho rigour of the Uw . Bat snce his gomg beyond 
N>*. bi>ih onn^Kos and onr sabjccis are nnch niqirisod at the 
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-lis fortune : for we uiidemtaml ha has }>een invited to 
hoUnes8'8 court, countenanced under his iniHl>eIiaviour, 
Mtken into your protection, and an expectation given him of 
inooveriog fak sec, or at least being promoted in our kingdom 
'toniore prefermeola iu value than he enjoyed before. How 
dettnictive such unaccountable favoura aa thcac must lie to 
our dignitir and government, and into wliat apparent danger it 
mi^t bring our affiurs, is cas-y to imagine : for which reason. 
fre arc resolved never to endure aach usage, though the ubole 
worid were of a different opinion. For we are thoroughly 
acquainted with this man ; we know him to be of a turbulent, 
seditious temper : who, were he [permitted to live in our domi- 
nions, would return to his old pmcticots poisou our subjects 
with niisreporting Uie administration, and work agaiiut us in 
the (lurk : for it is probable he would use sufficient precaution 
'Hot to fall under the lash of the law. We desire, tlierelbre, 
f jmr holiness would prevent these opportuniticA of mischief, 
and not shock our iuterest and ineluiatioiis by such favours : 
for nhould such measures be put in e.xccution, it la possible 
tbey might create such nuKunderstandings between the crown 
and mitre, aa might prove difficult to remove. For, to speak 
plainly, we cannot take that pernon for our friend, who caresses 
onr ea«ni»t. and takes them by the hand in so loving a 
naiuier. However, if you have a mind to provide for him 
dbemrise, we hare nothing to object, only we cannot allow 
Inn to dip in our dieh. We heartily desire you would take 
matter into serious consideration, as you tender our royal 
t, and expect a compliance with any future request your 
holinaa mav make to us.'^ 
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This Jotter made an impression upon the pojw, and brought 
him to a thorough compliance. For he not only lield his 
hand npon the favours designed for Arundel, but at the king's 
itMtancc promoteii Roger Walden, lord treosui-er of England, 
to Uw sec of Canterbury. Of tlw consecration of this Roger, 
iJjiat^iry of bis aflairs, we have no jjarticular account; 
?r being razed aud destroyod after Arundel recovered 
tke archbishopric. However, we luive an account of his being 
jinMaUed upon the 2hth of March, in the year 1398. But then 
imnted Jooelin takes notice, iu general, tiuit he performed 
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all tho functiooR of an archbishop, held f«)'nnda, and mnde pnv 
vincial cunstitutiuiifi. 

This jcar, .John de Trevisa departed Uits life. He wuh 
extnicU><l from an anct<int and coa&iderxble iamily in Conh- 
wall, was bred to learnmg', entered into priest*"' ordirrs, audwas 
vicar of Berkeley. He translated several considerable authms 
into English. Ranulpbus uf Chester his Polychronieon, 
Rirthnjointcus de Rerum Proprictatibua, &c. But hta moel 
rcniark.ihle perfonuance was the iranslation of the Old und 
New Testament. He was no great friend to a monastic Ufp, 
if It is true wlmt itale i-e|>ort8 uf htm, tliat he uscil to say. 
" That our Saviour Bent apostleB and priest.s into tlic wrl 1. 
but never any monks or begging friars." However, Utitlitr 
these frccdomR. nor the translation of the Bible, brought htm 
under any ))rosccution : for notwitlistandinc^ he lived alrimst 
ninety years, wu do not find him diHturbed for any oiuguiaritiei 
of opinion, as they were then counted. Pits observes, that he 
added a supplement of five-and-fifty years to the Polychroniom, 
and reckone his death to the year 13it9. 

The pO|>c lia\ing gratified the king in the promotion of 
Waldcn, imagined lus provisions would bo connivoil at in 
Kngland. In confidence of this success, he trauslateil the 
bishop of Lincoln to the see of Cheater, and gave the buhoprie 
of Lincoln to Henry Beaufort., son of Juhn, duke of Lancuter, 
by Cstliarine Swinford: but the bisliop of Lincoln choae 
rather to nsign his see, and retire to a clobtcr, than accept 
tho translation. Upau his refusal, the king's confcaaor. a 
Dominican, was removed from l^andafT to ('he«ter. When 
the king perceived tlie pope thus overbnsy in Hispiiinng uf the 
bisliopricfl in his dominions, he summoned tho clergj- before 
him, and put this question : wliether it lay wjUiin the popes 
authority to make and translate bishops at pleasure f The 
^'*^^?)' gi^'"R "" direct answer to this question, addrvased the 
king to write to the pope, ajid dc^iire his holiness to forbear 
BUi'h translations for the future. By this answer, bis highneis 
understanding tlie p.>pe liad gone too far, declared aolenuinJ 
that if the clergy had made a bold 8land against theea «4^^ 
cmachmentfi, ho Wfiuld have supported them in tho dispute! 
The pope, in the mean time, resolving not to give up his prc- 
tensitms. sent his nuncirn IVtcr de Boaco. l<» p<>rsuadf the 
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kmg to permit his subjects to receive pmvisiimal prefeniienta itH'ljAttD 
frwn his holiness, and to repeal tlic statute of prnvisors, and — .^- — ' 
eome others, which put u restraint upon the court of Rome. 
And though the nuucio did not succeed iu this uegotiatioii, he WiiImur' 
was well received by the Iting, and liad a large present made "njii. 
him in money and jewels. i»-Jk*. 

This your, there hqiponed a quarrel between Henry, duke j^Jf^"^ 
uf IJcrefortl, win to the duke of Lancaster, and Thnniaa Mow- -'rf*? -y' 
bmy, duke nf Norfolk, which, as it was niana};^ed, proved very „„T/v1(ijr 
unfortunate to king BJchard. These two uobleinen being in ''' ''*""/''*• 
private conversation, the duke of ilerefard lH'y:an t<» complain 
of the niaiiageinent of the utate : tluit the niiniKtry were uu- 
qualified for their respective postA ; that the kin^ was governed 
by biK favourites ; that neither the civil nor military list was 
well filled ; that by the pride and nicrcenarini-sa of those in 
powcfi and the ill directions at court, the kiiig(I«>iii (tunk in Its 
reputation, the coinitr)- was haraflHcd, and the subject sufferctl 
rxLreroiHy ; adding, nitbal, that this wu not spoken out of 
dieofibction to the government, but only because the duke of 
Norfolk, being one of the pri\7 council, and having the king's 
ear, he thought him the most proper person to lay this matter 
before his majesty, and pei'suade him to more serviceable 
measures. 

The duke of Norfolk, who seemed to like the discoui'se, 
instead of annwi-Ting the confidence reposed in him, represents 
the duke of Hereford as a malcontent, and reports his com- 
plaint to the king in a very unfriendly manner ; giving an ill 
turn to the cxpressioo, and making an addition to the sub- 
stance uf the story. 

The king, giving too mucli credit to this information, sent 
for tht! two dukes info the council-chamber, and aukfd the 
dokc of Norfolk if he was ready to make gtMMl the discourse 
ho bad lately told him in private. This noblen)an, being a 
p(!nKm of courage and stomach, and perceiving he had gone 
too far to make an lionunmble n'treat, re|H^ated his own story, 
and vouched the truth of it. Upon tbis, the duke of Here- 
fi^rtl entered upon his defence, made a n^lation of wliat pasuMl 
)M-twi-rn theni. mentioned the occasion an<l drdgii, marked the 
Mldition« In the duke of Norfolk's iv{)ort, flatly denied the 
mafigiuuiL part of the cliarge. and offei'ed. witli the king's 
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clerQ' complajne<l of their being nnidi op|weeaed by the Uagfl 
officers and the pope: that, amongst oUier ilun|vs« it was 
moved that a lioly-day loight be instituted in honour of St. 
Greorgo ; tliat the revenue of hospitals migbt be broughi ander 
a better regulation fur the advantage c^ thopofir; tfast Uw 
bisliopa might not entrust tlieir jnrtddiction relating to aiatn* 
monial causes and tlie clergy, excopting^ to personb of leAnu^g 
and bkill in the 1»W6; and that tliose who were guilty uf adul* 
tor)', or of any other notorinna or ecandalouii crime, ahoaU BOl 
be suffered to eomnuitc and boy off the shame, but be brooghl 
to corporal punisiiment. 

To tlie matter handled in this synod 1 have ootbiog to 
object, — though, by the way, it ia not mentioned in Spelmaaa 
colleetiun ; but a>> tu its beiug convened hy the prior amd 
chapter of Cant^ritury, during Ainuidera exile, — as tu ths 
circumstance, T say, FFarpslield is undoubtedly 
for, — 

First, VN'alden being arclibialiop of Canterbury tliia year 
AnuidePs return, tliere cuuld be no vacancy iu the see; 
by conaoquence, the prior and chapter could liave no pret 
to summon a convocation. 

Secondly, Maqisfield informs us, that king* Henry IV. 
the carls of Westmoreland and Northumlierland to this syiii 
From whence it is evident archbishop Arundel was rcstoi 
for this prelate returned from Fntuce with Henry, duke 
I^ncaster, and crowned liim upon liis seizing the govenunei: 

This year, the king, recuiving intelligence tlmt lloger, earl 
March, lieutenant of Ireland, was aLun by the Iritdi, be levM 
a considerable force, and embarked for that island, to rei 
tlie outran upon the government. Townnls the fu 
thb expedition, he is said to have raised money by iQej 
methods, and to have taken up carriages and provisions witl 
out jiayintr fur tliom. These, and soinu former straioa np( 
the comstitntion, lost him the aSeclious of the pec^o, aod 
posed them to a revolt. 

The duke of Lancaster, informed of the king's being 
Ireland, takes the advantage of the juncture^ embarks wil 
archbishop Arundel, with his nephew the earl of AniDdcil 
son, and a very small force, and lands at Itavcosptir, 
Vorksliii-u. 
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ashore, he was i 
Hcoiy Percv, eari of Northumberland, th 
far the carl of Westmoreland, and several 

afleeted nobilitr : insomuch tliat in a httlc time his army was f""^ ^ 
tliDU&auu strong. ihu ministry, pcrceivmg the lAein^, 
gonenUy inclined to a rebellion, quilted their poBtB, and ''^"•*- 
reitfud to Bristol. The duke of I^ncaster gave them no time 
to recollect or recover their spirits ; but marching up to the 
piftoe of tlicir retreat, stormed the castle, and beheaded the 
lord treasurer Scroop, Sir John Bushy, and Sir Henry Green, 
vithoQt trial. ibid. 

The kin^, hearings of these commotions in England, cm- 
barked with all expedition to oppose the revolt ; but, u|>on his 
lAadiiig-, finding liiniMflf deserted by the greatest part of the 
nobdlity, and that tho duke^a forces were so formidably in- 
creased, be threw up the content, dropped his sword, and 7vu 
dismiieed his family. And thus, having made a bad condition y;,r,„, ,'J 
worse for want of resolution, and hovering about the country in y'^jr"^ 
a solitary manner, he retreated at last to Conway castle; and, 
being clust'ly puraueil by the duke's army, he desired archbishop 
Aruudel and the earl of NorthnnitK>rbind might come to him. 
When these lords eaiue, ho told them he was ready to resign 
the crown on condition of security for his life, and an honour- 
kblo nutintenance. These articles being granted, he sur- 
rendered himeclf to the duke of Lancaster., was brought up to 
Ixxidon, and confined in the Tower. '''^- 

While the king was at Clieistcr, in the liands of the duke of 
LAOCMter, there were write issued out on the nincteetith of 
hvgutts for the meeting of a parliamenl upon the tliirticth of tontlninii 
September following. ^ 

During this intonal, the instruments nf resignation, and the 
articles of his misgoveniment, were drawn up and concerted. 

Upon the foftst of St. Michael, Richanl le Scroop, archbishop //- i^ ^an- 
of York : John, bishop of Herefonl ; I Icnry, carl of Northum- j\Lr,r'"umd 
bev^and ; Ralph, carl of Westmorehind ; with Bovcnd other '"^ *** 
lords, abbots, judges, doctors of law, kni^iU, and public 
notaries, too long to mention, went to th<; Tower to king 
Richard, and put him in n)ind of his promimt to quit the 
govenunent. The king (old them be waa ready to make gorwl 
hk engagement, And desired a n^>y of the resignation. Thta 
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instnimont, containing a renunciation of sit ligliU and a foil 
di»<:liarge iif his subjects from their allegiauco, was rewl 
himseU!, sworn upon the Ooapcla, and suljscrilied. 

After the king had thus foi-nially resigned, be told the lot 
that, wero it in his power, the duke of Lancaster should be 
succeesor ; and, as a sign of kts inclination, palled a lii^ oC 
and put upon tlic duke*s linger. 

The next day, the parliament meeting in Westnunster-iial, 
the arclibishop of York and the bishop of Hereford being eoo- 
stitutc-d the king's proxies for declaring bis renunciation, 
formed thut office. The instrument was read in the hoti 
buUi in EngHsli and Latin ; and the lords and cuimnuns 
asked if they would admit the cession, tliey answered in 
affirmative. 

And here, to cover the defection, and give a better colour tn 
their proceedings, they drew up a charge of mal-adiniuLstntioii, 
digested into three-and-tlurty articles. Theuo artiohs wck 
puLIidy read in the [larliainent-house, and alleged ott a gi 
for deftoaing the king. Four of these relating to the Cht 
I shall transcribe them for the reader. 

"Tho two-and' twentieth sets forth, that, notwillistandin^ 
the king at his coronation awure to maintain the Hbertitt 
grant^nl tu the ("hurch uf England, yet the aaid king, at hu 
last embarking fur IiH^lan<l, strictly commanded several abbotn 
and priors tn ftiniish him with horses and carriagoa; or ebe 
to »*nd him gi-oat simis of money in lieu of them, the sums 
being mentioned in his Icttei-s to them : and tlrnt the greati^^ 
part of these religious were frighted into a compliance w^^| 
the king''8 demands, to the great npprcHHing and imp>vi'rit<hin^^ 
of their hnnses, and in manifest pivjndice of the li)*ert>C9 of 
holy Church : and that, by this stretch of the prerogative, tbe 
said king Richard was guilty of perjury." 

" In the twcnly-uinth it is objected, that, when one of the 
parties suing in the spiritual court in causes merely ecclesMS- 
tJcal, endeavoured to procure the kingV prohibition to i>top 
legal proceedings of the court, and being justly refiii*fd u 
Application to the lord chancellor, the said king frcqu 
grant4>d nuch pn)hibilionb under the »ignot: scan 
intrenching uimjii the liberties uf holy Chorch, guardad 
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^Uf^a Chartii ; and plainly inciirrinp; the giiilt of pprjun% and niriUltl) 

the Benteneo of oxcoiniuunication, [irunoiinccd by the holy • '. — - 

fathers against such violations of ecclesiastic privilege." 

" The thirtieth article complains, tliat the said king liavinfi^ 
persuaded Thoraafi Antndel, arelibiKhop «C (.'antt-rbury, and his 'itiT. 
spiritual father, to absent hiniscif from the parliament- house, 
d«alt insincerely with the aaid arclibishop, took advantiifre of 
his absence, and, without any le^al {iroc<«H of law, adjudged 
him to per|>etual banishment." 

The thirty-thJnl article reports this grievance more at large, 
ami dcclart-s— 

" That after one of tlic knights for the county had wrong- 
fally impeached the anrhbtsliop of Canterbury uf high trcasoiif 
tho aaid arehbitthop immediately stood np, and offered to 
answer to the charge in parliament, and desired the king would 
pennic him the liberty to make hi^j defence. The king, out of 
a d«s^;n to ruin the archbishop, advised him to waive hisde- 
fcnce, to reserve himself for a better op])ortunity, and forbear 
Coming to the house 6ve or six days, promiHing him, witlial. 
that be should reocive no prejudice by his absence; and yet 
the aftid king, in the parlianit^nl above-mentioned, proenred a 
smtCTCC of banishment against the said areliliiHhop, witltnut 
calling him to his answer, or allowing him the benc6t of the 
law." 

The king is cliargvd with further instances of insincerity in 
this article. For the purpose : he is said 

" To have promised the archbishop, that, upon his going 
itnm to Southampton, in order to quit the kingdom, the queen 
ftbould intercede for the revereing the sentence. And in case 
tho said archbi^op shouM be foreeil to de[iart the kingdom. 
the king engaged to recall him before Easter following, and 
that his arrhbishopric should be certainly secured for him : 
MCwithetanding which proinis*.^. uulemuly i^uorn upon the croos 
of Sc ^lainas of Canterbur)', the king, forcing the said arcb> d^^ 
hiahnp to quit the kingdom, immediately wrote to the pope to ^V*^^ 
li ■wihli I 1^ to another see.** *i ' 



And now, the throne lieing vacant, as they said, by king n^d^^ 
Bicbard*!! rcti^uitinn. Henr)-. duke of Lancaster, rising op ^^^^ ^ 
and ciuflsing himself, rlaiuKsl the crown by lineal descent, in ' 
the fform lolbwing : — 
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" Tn the iiamc of tho Fader, Somie, and Holjr GoBt ; I 
Henr)' of l^ancaatre, chalenire this rewme of Yi^ond, and the 
croune with nil Uie membres and the ^>pnrtenaooeSi, ala that I 
dcsGC-ndit be rj'ht lyne of the blixJo comcng fro the gude lorde 
king IJ^anr- thcrdc: and throgbe tliat i^ght that God of fan 
gnice has sout uic, with help uf kyu, aod of my frends to r- 
covor it ; thu which rcncmie was in poynt to be oodaae, 
faut of governance, and unduying of the gode UwB.* 
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Aflfir the making tliiii claim, and ahiTwiog king lUchard'i 
Bignet, the lorda and commons were asked their opiniooa of 
the duktt'a title, who, declaring thenwflves aali^ed, the 
biehop of Canterbury took liim by the hand, and led him 
(he throne : at which, after the new king had kneeled, ai^ 
made a shoi-t prayer, ttio two arcbbialiope placed him in 
sitting posture : the ]>eopIe t<houting at a great rate for 
Bucoees of tlie revolution. Upon this, silenc« being made, 
the acclamatiopH ordered to cease, the archbtshnp of Cao 
bur)' began a sliorl di&eoursc upon the occasion, taking 
text for his subject : " Vir dominabitur populo C* the Englnh 
translation runs thus : — ** And when Samuel saw Sanl, Un 
Lord said unto him, Beliuld the man whom 1 spake to lliea 
of, this same sliall rcjgn over my people/^ 

" In these woi-ds, says the archbishop, God Ahnighty 
acribes the qtialifi cations of a governor : aud since they 
1)6 truly applied to our present prince, they afford ua a v 
comfortable prospect : for now we have no reason to fear t 
threatening denounced against tlie Jen^, by the prophet 
Isaiah, ' 1 will give children to be their princes.'' For G 
lias Ijeen pleased to re^nembcr mercy in his wrath^ to visit 
people, and not, as formerly, to suffn* babes to rule over 
To those princes who have lately governed us, those words 
St. Paul may bo applied, without any stmin in the 
pamson : * Wiien I was a child, I spake v>a a cliild, I und 
stood as a clnld^ I thought as a ehiJd.'' First, as to s 
it is certain a child is ver}- insignificant and variable : 
and falsehood are almost indifferent to him. He is forwa 
to promise ; but quickly forgets the porfnrniaoce. X 
qualities are very unfortunate in a prince ; neither la it 
aible for a kingdom to bo happy, where the crown is no bet 
furnislted. Hut ' euro vir dominatur populo,' when the 
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mnii lo roijfrt otor them, there will be none of those 
in the aduiiuistration : for it is the property of a luttu v __^ 
to govern his tongue, and guard his lauguage. Thia is our 
have now a man to rci^n over us; of whom, I hope, 
rin|7 of tiie son of Simch may be verifiod, ' Happy is 
tlie man tliat hath not slipped with his tongue/ ^ 

" The archbit^hup proceeds, and coniiueiitvS upon the text 

re-menliunwl of St. Paul ; and upon the-se words, * I 
nndentood as a child/ he observes, that a child relishes 

ling but what pleases his humour and Hatters his weak- 
but as for renioiist ranee and plain dealing, such free- 
doms are alwaj's vnnrceptable. Hut Huch lias fonnerly been 
tbe misfortune of this kingdom ; for truth wna in a manner 
elapped under hatches, aud no man lind the courage to deliver 
hia ihoughtH : from whence it is plain the sceptre was in a 
chilcTs }iand : for a man thinks further, and is more absolute 
over his passions. And tn come forward to the advantage of 
our present circumstances; now, by God's assistance, tliat of 608. 
the Hon of Sirach may be reasonably atfirmcd ol' this royal per- 
son (meaning king Henry), * Blessed va the man who is stayed 
upon wisdom :' for, as a child is fond of trifles and Hattenr', so 
a man loves Irutli aud prudent advice. In the last place 
the Apostle tells us, *I thought as a child ;' and what are 
the thoughts of a child ! a child makes it his buniness only 
to follow the solicitations of appetite. Thus, when a child 
gorems, reason ia discarded, humour is absolute, and will car- 
rim an before it : but wherp fancy relgiii*, and reason Is forced 
to retire, the administration must needs be unsteady and ill- 
directed. But now, having a man at the helm, we are rescued 
from the danger of so unhappy a conduct. This prince we 
have now, being a man both in age and understanding, will 
readily acknowUxlge the business of his station, and make no 
acnqiie to say, ' 1 come not to do my own will, b«t the will 
of Him that sent nie/ that is, God's will, Aud therefore 
«« may promise ourselves, that he will be stayed upon wisdom, 
that he will seriously consider the pi-ovidence of God, and 
his practice by the rules of religion ; and, in short, 
the administration in such a manner, that the promise Cwton^l 

jnly Scripture may not be unnpplicabic tu his government, nicni.^rMi!H. 
'A king shall reign in rigliteousness, and do judgment and '^?'^'*** 
justice in the earth." " w uvi. 
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-VRIN- To sum up the evidence, the design of this short sennon wu 
Abp.(->'iiu to make a satire upon the late reign, and flourish upon the 
' happiness they might expect from king Henry ; that wheretB 
before right was oppressed, and the constitution overborne, 
now the estates would recover their interest, the laws wouU 
revive, and justice have the ascendant. In a word, this 
liaranguc was suited to the gust of the new court, helped to 
convey the violence out of sight, and did the business for 
which it was designed. 
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The reign of king Ricliard being thus determined^ and the henkv 

Uvone declared \-arant, in the manner aljovc-mentioned, tlie v .j , 

ytriinmf'tit by consequence, detenuined witli the old govern- lWi>. 
neat; but the members of botli houses being all in town, hi,'^^'" 
m not thought necessary* it secnw, to Issue out wrilK for a new "^•^'^'^ 
clectiuu. All that was done by king iienry was the publiitliing Ahiy^c- 
a procUination, tliat a parliament Hhould be held in the same iji^u'l ' 
fbce, on the Monday following. V'Sll'"*' 

The lonls and c<immons met accordingly upon the sixth of 
October : the session being opened nith a speech made by the 
archbishop of Canterbury. He took these words for his sub- 
ject ; " Incumbit nobis onlinare pro regno :" or, ns it is in the 
English version, " The affairs uf the realm de(K;nd upon us," j; 
Hiiidiacaurse being much to the same purpose with his sermon 
abore-mentioncd, 1 shall waive the re]>eattng it : only that at 
tbe doec, he acquainted the houses, the king was resolved 
to maintain the liberties of holy Church, lo do justice to all his ^SdJ^ 
•objeeta, ajiU make tlie laws the measure of his goveniment. «"'»,p.SM. 
The Monday fallowing, the suleuuitty i.f the conmation waa cjciobet 13. 
performed. And here. amnngKt other particulars, Kabiaii 
obaervea, that, at dinner, the archbishop of Canterbury and 
tliree other bishoj* sat at the king's table on his right hand, ^ 
aad thtt archbisliop of York and four other bishoi* at his f„^ ^J"^ 

Ijl '* (WWW*. 

wit- lam at 

While this parliament was sitting at Wwlnnnater. arcl»- /o«fa,. 
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Ijhibop Arnndel summoned a convocation, wfaicli sat at Sl 
PaulV. This was the sjnod uhich Hai-[tflfit>ltl mistook for nuc 
held at Canterbury, in the vacancy of the see. 

And lierc, by the way, we must obspire, that aft«r the pope 
understood king Richard was deposed, and that Arundel mua 
favourite of king Ilcnr}- IV., he discharges Arundel frooi his 
engagements to the see of St. Andrew's, and rciokes the bull 
given lo Roj^er Walden, by virtue of whicli he had actwl 
archbishop of Canterbury for about two years, pretending 
bull was gained surreptitiously. And thus, by the prcva 
tions of the court of Komo, who moved with the revolutiooa 
tiie state, Arundel buth lo&t and recovered hiu arch bishopric. 

This pivlate, who was resolved to mark Uio injustice of ha 
being displaced, and return to his charge with honour, soUcrtfd 
the king to move the pope for a full reparation. Pope BoDf- 
face, not witling to disgust the king and the English clergy, 
was foreed to comply. To give satisfaction, therefore, he pub* 
hsiied a decretal epistle, that, since no bishop cuuld be tram- 
lat«d to anotlier see against bis will, therefurc the tnuulation 
of Thomas Arundel from the see of Canterbury to the see of 
St. Andrew's, in Scotland, was altogether void. \Valden, thu 
thrown out with the blemish of an intruder, lived privately fur 
about five years ; but, being a person of great abilities, learn- 
ing, and i>robity, he was at last, nt the instance of orchbiabop 
Arundel, preferred to the sec of London, where he died in 
year 14(l6. 

To return to the [larliament. The archbishop of Canterbi 
upon the twenty-tliird of October, received an order from 
king, to charge the lords spiritual and temporal, and the other 
mcmbere, upon their allegiance, not to discover what »huuld be 
then moved to any person living. The house, being thoi_ 
engaged to silence, the earl of Northumberland asked tl 
'* What was to be done for the security of the king and 

dom, and how the late king Ricliard was to be disposed 

The lords' answer was, *' That it was requiate to keep him 
under safe custody, and that none of his servants ahoiUd 
miflfered about his person, and that the whole affeir was to 
managed with all imaginable secrecy." 

Thomas Merks, bishop of Carlisle, who was by no mM. 
pleased with the revolution, took occasion, from this questid 
to deliver hw opinion upon the whole matter. His speech beil 
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I slwll transcribe it as tt standa in Sir 



'* Tliia qncstioii, right honourable lords, roncRriiB a matter of 
gireat conatHjiience and weiglit ; the detennininjf whereof will 
mnredly procure either safe quiets or dangerous disturbance, 
l>oth to our |>articular consciences, and also to the common 
rStaie. Therefore, l>efore you resoh-e, I pray you call to your 
boimderations thefie two things : first, whether king Richard 
l»e sufficiently deposed, or no ; secondly, whether king Henry 
be with good judgment or justice chosen iu his place. For the 
first [>oint, wc are first to examine, whether a king, being law- 
mifly and fully instituted by any just title, may, upon imputation 
[cither of negligence or of tyranny, be deposed by his suhjecta ; 
•econdly, wliat king Richard has omitted in the one, or com- 
[initted in the otlier, for which he should deserve so hea\T 
gment. 1 ^ill not speak what may be done in a popular 
iBtate. or in a consular : iu which, although one bearcth Uie 
and honour of a prince, yet he liath not supreme [Kiwer 
ijcKty : but, in the one, the people have the higheat 
pire ; in the other, the nobility and chief men of estate : in 
, the prince. Of the first sort was the commonwealth of 
Lacedamionians, who, after the form of government which 
•ycorgua framed, oftentimes fined and oftentimes fettered 
lunga, and sometimes condemned them to death. Such 
also, in Cscsar^s time, the petty kings uf ever>' city in 
who were many times arraigned upon life and death, 
ma Ambiorix, prince of the Leodtcn.'tea, confe^^^ed) had no 
ter power over the people than the people liad over them. 
f the second condition were the Roman emperors at the first : 
if whom some — namely, Nero and Maximinus — were openly 
ndemned ; others were suddenly surprised by judgment and 
ority of the senate. And such are now the emperore of 
y; whom the other princes, by their aristocratieal 
do not only restrain, but sometimea alao remove from 
eir imperial slate. Such are also the kings of Denmark and 
Swedeland : who are many times by the nobility dejected, 
ttthcr into prison or into exile. Such likewise are the dukea 
Bf Venice, and of some other free states in Italy. And the 
Ifaiefest cause for which Lewis, earl of Tlanders, was lately 
spelled from his place, was for drawing to himself eognijAnro 
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ARDK. 10 matters of life And death, which high power never 

his dignity. In these and auch Hkc govenuiit-iita, 
prince hath not legal rights, but is himaelf subject tn that 
power which is greater than his, whether it be in the nobilit 
or in the cotuuiou people. But if the sovereign majesty be ij 
the prince, as it was in the three first empires, aod in the kir 
donis of Judea and Israel, and is now in the kingdoms 
Eiigluiid, France, Spain. Scotland, Muacovia, Turkey, Tai 
Pereia, Kthiopio, and almost all the kingdoms of Asia aiuJ 
Africa, — although, for his vices, he l>e unprofitable lo the sul 
jects, — yea, hurtful, — yea, intolerabli;, — yet can they lawfu 
neither hann his person, nor hazard his power, whether 
judgment or else by force : for neither one nor all niagistrat 
have any auUiority over the prince, from whom all autborityi 
derivi'd, and whose only presence doth silence aud suspend 
inferior jurisdiction and power. As for force, wlial subject i 
attempt, or assist, or counsel, or conceal violence, agaiiwi 
prince, and not incur the high and heinous crime of treaaoal 
It is a common saying, * Thought is t'rwC free indeed fr 
punislmieut of secular laws, except by word or deed it break 
fnitli into action ; yet the secret thoughts ng:iinst the saeraiLH 
majesty of a prince — without attempt, without endearour-^B 
have U-en adjudged worthy of death : and some, who, in 
auricular cuufesaion, have discovert*! their treachenjus devices 
against the person of their prince, have afterw&rds been cx&- 
6ll.cuted for the same. All luws do exempt a madman from 
punishment, liecause their netions are not governed by tht 
will and pur|>osu; and tlie will of man being set aside, all 
doings are indifl^rent; neitlier oou the body offeud without; 
corrupt or erroneous mind : yet if a luaduiaii draw hia si 
upon his king, it lialh been adjudged to deserve d«atJu And 
lest any man should surmise, tlmt princes, for the maintenance 
of their own safety and sovereignty, are the only authors 
tJieae judgments, let us a little consider the paUema 
preoepts of huly Scripture. Nebuchadjieizar, king of Aasyi 
wasted all I'aleatine uith fire and sword, oppugned Jeruaal(_ 
a long time, and at the laat expugned it, slew the king, burnt 
iJiu Temj.lf, took away the holy vessels and treasure; theitiM 
he poruiitted to tlie cnielty and' spoil of his unmerciful 6oldie^| 
who defiled all places with mpo and alaughier. and ruinated M 
the ground that flourishing citv. After the glut of this bloodr 
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brtcheiy. the people which remained lie ted captive into Chal- 
dea ; and there erected his golden inuige, and cninmanded that 
ihty which refused to worsliip it cihuuld he cast into a tier)' 
fomaec. 

" What cruelty, what injustice, what impiety is comparahle 
I to this ! And yet Ood calls Nehuchadnezzar his servant, and " •*'.'^»<' 
H|inHiaMS him hire ami wa^-^ for his service; and the prophets fj^'^i 
™JcrMniaii and Baruch did write unto the Jews tu pray Tor the I'^'^f^, 
life of hitn, and of llalthazar his son, that their ilays might i^'*''^i 
b« opnn earth an tiie dayB of heaven : and K/^kiel, with bitter ktiptdHfrQ 
H l*rais, ahhorpi'th the disloyalty of Zedekiah, because he po- I^'^)*5i;7 
H voltixl from Nebuchadnezzar, whose homager and tnbutar)' he ^7'^^^ 
B|^. What sliall we say of Saul! Did he not put all iXxerwtMtatt 
^^neais to execution, because one of them did relieve holy and '^J,'!^"-^ 
hannlesB David ! Did he not violently persecute that his most *"/"**• , 

t&ithful servant and dutiful Hon-iii-I:iw I During which pursuit, /iX^kma 
he fell twice inltj the power of David ; who did not only spare, p^ JdroA 
Imtalso protect the king, and reproved the pretorian soldiers ^^^"""^ 
for their negligent watch, and was touched In heart for cutting OoAa. 
away the lap of liis garment, and afterwards caused the mee- ,mptn^^ 
eenger to l»e slain, who upon request an<l for pity liad lent his J^^'^^ 
hand (as he said) to helii forward the voluiitarv death of tliat (Atw/oi* 

• Bcrcd king*. An for the contrary' examples: as that of Jehu, mad$u$ 
«rbo fllew Jehoram and Aliazi:ih, kings of iHrael and Judah;-^^^^« 
tbey were done bv exprew* oracle and revelation from God, 4'Ww?f*» 
and atx' no more set down for our imitation than the robbing .f »</ AUr- 
of the Egyptians, or any other particular and privileged com- arr,!tf>ia to 
mandnieut : but in the general precept, which all men must ""^^'^^ 
ordinarily follow, not only nur actiouB, but mir sjKH^ches also, rWA.*./ 
mud our vpr)* thoughts are strictly charged with duty and jJl'^^JJ"* 
obedience unto princes, whether they be good or evil ; the "^J*"'*^ 
law of God ordaineth, 'that he which doth presumptuously rvm. 17, 
against the ruler of the people shall die i" and the prnphot j.^ ^^ 
David forbids to touch the Lurd's nnointc*!, ' Thou shalt nut,' 
uith the Lord, 'rail upon the judges, neither speak evil against ^.^^^ , 
the niler of the |>eople/ And tlio apostles do demand further, 'ii, 
•that even our thoughts and wjuls be obedient tfl higher ^^^^.,^j" 
powera." And lest any should imagine that they meant "f ^^^^'J; '• 
good princra only, they s|>eak generally of all : and further, to i [.»». a.' 13. 
take away all doubt, tlicv make express mention nf Ihe evil, ^xi^ 2. -z 
For tlie power awl authority of wicked princes is the ordinance tum. M.1. 
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of God; and therefore Christ told Pilate, 'th»t the powr 
which he liad was giveu him from above :' and the prophei 
Isiiah calls G^tus, Wuig a profane and heathen prince^ "ihe 
Lord's anointed.'' For God atirreth up the spirit ereD (rf 
mcked princes to do hia will ; and, aa Jehoshaphat said to bs 
rulers, * they execute not the judgment of man, but of Um 
Lord:' in regard wliereof, David calleth them gods, because 
they have their rule and authority immediately from Chidj 
which, if thoy abuse, they are not to be adjudged by tl 
subjecU, for no power ivithin their dominion is superior 
tfafnrs ; but God reserves them to the sorest trial ; ' horriUj 
and suddenly,' aaith the wise man, * will the Lord appear uiUo 
them, and a hani jud^ent bhall they have.* 

" The law of Gud commands, ' that the rfiild ahould be i»Bt 
to death for any contumely done unto tlie parents :' but what 
if the father be a robber? If a murderer? If for all exoaasuf 
villanics, odious and execrable both to God and man! Surdy 
be deserves the highest degree of punishment, and yet must 
Dol the son lift up his luuid against him, fur no ofTtrnce is ao 
great as to be punished by parricide : but uur country is deutf 
unto us than nur parents ; and the priiice is pater patriot 
the father of our country ; and therefore more aacred ao^^ 
dear unto ub than our parents by nature, and most not ^^M 
violated, how imperious, how impious soever he be : doth he ' 
command or demand our persons or our purses, we must not 
flhun for the one, nor shrink for the other. For, as Nchemiah 
saith, 'kings have dominion over the bodies, and over 
cattle of their subjects, at their pleasure.* Doth he enii 
those actions which are contrary to the laws of God! 
must neither wholly obey, nor violently resist, but with a con- 
stant couragv submit ourselves to all manner of punishmentt 
and show our subjection by enduring, and not performing: 
yea, the Clmrch halh diwUred it to \k an heresy to hold thai a 
prince may bo slain, or deposed by his subjects for any disq^ 
der or default, either in life, or else in government : then 
bo faults so long as there are men ; and as we endure 

patience a barren year, if it Iiap[H?n, and unseasonable 

and such other defects of nature, so must wo tolerate _ 
imperfections of nders, and quieUy expect either reformation 



else a change. 

"But, alas! good king Richard, what such cruelty. 
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impietf hath he ever coinuiitt«d i Examine rightly thoee uhnrt" 

isi{mtatH>ns which are laid agaiuHt him, without any false cir- .^1_ 

flUtftftDoe of a^ravation, and you sliall find nothing objected* 
either trf any truth, or of great moment. It niay Ije that 
nuny errors aad overeigbts have escaped him, yet none bo 
gricTous to be termed tyranny ; as proceeding rather from 
ODex[»erienccd ignorance, or eornipt counsel, than from any 
natural nnd wilful malice. Oh ! how shall tho world be pes- 
tered with tyrants, if subjects may rebel upon every pretence 
of tgrnnny ! How uiany good pi-itices sliall daily be suppressed 
I7 tbow by whom they ought to be su|>porte4l ! If thpy levy a 
■ubsidy, or any other taxation, it shall be claimed oppression: 
if ib^ put any to dcatli for traitorous attempts against their 
peftons, it shall be exclaimed cruelty: if they do any thing 
agaioat the lust aud liking of the people, it shall be proclaimed 
tyranny. 

** Bot let it be, that without authority in us, or deaert in 

him, king Richard must be depoi»cd : yet what right had the 

duke of Lajicaster to the crown I Or what reason have wc 

(without his right) to give it to him i If he make title us heir 

untu king Richard, then must he yet stay until king R!chard*s 

I^Htb ; for no man can succeed as heir to one that livetli ; but 

Hna well knouii to all men, wao arc not either wilfully blind, 

or groealy ignorant, tlmt there arc some now alive lineally 

deacended from Lionel, duke of Clarence, whose offspring was 

by judgment of the high court of parliatnent, hoklen tho eighth 

year of the reign of king Richard, declared next successor to 

tho crown, in caee king Richard should die without issue. 

Concerning the title from Ednmnd CronchlMick, I will pass it 

tover, Boeing the autliora thereof are become aabonicd of so 

labaord abuse, l>oth of their own knowledge and our creduUty; 

iSDd therefore all the dain* is now made by right of conquest. 

by the cession and grant of king Richanl. and by the general 

consent of all the people. It is a bad wool that can take no 

colour ; but wliat conquest can a subject pretend against his 

MTet«ign, where tho n-ar is insurrection, aud the victory high 

and heinous Iit?a8.m! Ah for the rpsiguation which king 

Richanl made, being a pent prisoner for tho moiuo cause : it in 

an act exacted by force ; and thei-efore of uo force and %-alidity 

to bind him : and seeing that by the lnw» «if thih land ihr 

king alone cannot nlienate tho ancient jewels and ornainunt- 
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pertanunf( to the crou-n. BoreJy be cannot give awmy tbe cruwd 
it«eir, and therewithal the kingdom. 

*' Neither have we any costom that the people at pleauure 
sliould elect tlicir king : but they are alirajs bonod unto biffl, 
who by right of blood is right successor, much leaa can Ouj 
cuniirm and make good that title, which is before by violeocc 
u&urjied : for nothing can then be freely done when liberty b 
once restrained b)* fear. So did Sylla, by terror of hia logiooa. 
obtain tiie bw of Velleia to be made, whereby Ik was creaud 
dictator for fuurucure yeare : and by like iniprvaaion of fear, 
Geaar rauHed the law Servia to 1w promulged, by which he 
was inaile perpetual dictator ; hut both these laws were aftl!^ 
waicb adjudged void. As for the deponing of king Edward II. 
it is no more to be urged, than the poisoning of king Johoi 
or the Uiurdenng any oilier good and lawful prince : we molt 
live according to lawti, and not to examples, and yet the kin^ 
duiu was not then taken irom the lan~ful eaiccceaor : but if we 
look back to times lately past, we shall find that thc«e titfal 
were more Btmng in king Steplien than they are in the dob 
of LaiicaKter, For king Henry 1. being at Urge liberty, 
neither rcfitraincd in body nor coimlrained in niiiul, liul ajf* 
pointed him to succeed (as it was upon guud credit certainly 
affirmed) : the people aascntcd to this dewgnmcnt ; and th 
upon without fear, and without force, he was anoint<Ml king', 
and obtiitiL-d full pusecaaion of the realm. Yet Uenry, {«m 
of the ejirl of Anjou,) lutving a nearer right by his mother 
the crown, (uuLwilhstandiDg his father was a stranger, ai 
himaelf l>orn beyond the seas,) raised such rough wars apoa 
king Stephen, that there was no end of spoiling the goodi 
and spilling the blood of the unhappy people, Iwsidea the ruii 
aiid dofonnitii's of many cities and holds, until his lawful inhi 
rit4inee wnn to him assured. It terrilics me to remember ho 
many nourishing empires and kingdoms have been by meant 
of such contoutioiiH, either torn in pieces with intestine diri- 
«oo, or subdued to foreign princes, under pretence of aaaisU 
anoe and aid : and I need not repeat how son? tliis realm hath 
hen-Kifore Wn shaken wiUi those several mischiefe; and yet 
t.U.noitl»er the example« of other countries, nor the miaenn of 
m,r own are sufficient to nmke us to beware. 

'». Knghshmcn. worse bewitched than the foolish 

U««f Ourunst«d minds and restle* roaolutions do nolhin; 
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•Ue tut bunt alter our own harms; no [>eople have more itKNRY 

luUred ^roaJ, and dodc loss quiet at home : in other coun- , ^^' 

jpwft the Hwunl of invasion hath been shaken against us ; in 
Knir own land, the fire of insurrection hath been kindled among 
toa ; and vrhat are these innovations but whetstones to sharpen 
Ifiae one, and bellows to blow up the other f 

•* Cenainly I fear that the same will happen unto us which 
lUEsop fabluth to liave been fallen unto the* frogs, who boing 
tleeirottB to have a king, a beam was given unto them : the first 
!&n whereof did put them in some fear, but when they saw it 
ibe still in the stream, they insulted thcix-on with great con- 
(tempts and desired a king of quicker courage : then was sent 
Httto them a stork, which, stalking among them with i»tatelv 
■tepH, continually devoured tliem. The mildness of king 
pUchard hath bred in us this scorn, interpreting it to be 
peowardice, and dulncss of nature : the next heir h likewise 
ejected. I will not say, that with greater courage we shall 
greater cruelty ; but if either of these shall hereafter be 
to aet up their side, and bring the matu?r to trial by arms, 
do UBuredly say, that which part soever shall ean-y the for- 
te of the field, tlie people both ways must go to rack. And 
have 1 declared my mind concerning this question, in 
words than your wisdom, yet fewer tlian the weight of 
cau»e doth require : and do boldly conclude, that we have 
ler power nor p<jlicj-, cither to depow* king Ricliard, or to 
duke Henr}' in his place ; tiiat king Richard remaincth 
our sovereign prince, and therefore it is not lawful for U8 
HO give judgment upon him : that the duke, whom you call 

ting, lialh more ofRiided against tlie king and the realm tlian 
le king hath dune either against him or us ; for, being 
jbuudwd the realm for ten years by the king and his council, 
I fw wiggt whom his onu father was chief,) aud sworn not to 
Tetorn again without special licence ; he hath not oiUy violated 
Jua mth, but with impiou.s arms disturbed the quiet of the 
[knd, and disposM-useil the king from his ro)-al estate, and now 
pemanda judgment against his |K.-rsou without offence proved, 
l^ir defence heard. If thi« injury and this perjury dotli nothing 
ifnow us, yet let Iwth our private aud common dangers some- 
.what withdraw us from these violent proceedings." 

The revolution had gone too far to pass over so shocking a 
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Bpeech: the bishop, therefore, waa wrested in the house h» 
the earl-marslial. and committed to prison in the abbey ^rf Si- 

Alban's. 

King Richard, after the resolution of the house for keeping 
him iu safe custody, was imraodiately conveyed to the caOh 
of Leeds, in Kent, and firora thence to Pontefract eaatle, id 
Yorksliire. 

Charles VI. king of France, whose daughter king Ricliard 
had married, equipped a great ileet, and emitarked aii army U 
restore hia aou-in-law. Upon the news of this invasion, king 
Hcnrj- directed hia writ to the archbishop of Canterbury, tfl 
comniand all tJio ecclesiaslics, abbots, and priors of hia pn>- 
vinoo, to arm, muster, and march, what force thoy could, tcr 
oppose the descent. This writ is dated on the 1 7th of 
January, in the first year of this reign : but tho king of 
FnmcB receiving intelligence of king Richard's death. g»v« 
over the expedition, entered upon a treaty with king Heory, 
and confirmed tho truce, made about three years stooe, fcr 
twenty-eight years. 

That which seemed to hasten king Richard's death was, »D 
attempt of the earls of Kent, Salisbury, and Huntingdon for 
his restoration. These lords, and some othera, designed Xo 
seize king Henry at Windsor, where they pretended the divei^ 
sion of a Christmas mask : when they came to Windwr 
castle, they found the plot discovered, and king Henry with- 
drawn to London. In sliort, after 6«irae little struggle, they 
were all cru&bed. The bisliop of Carlisle, who had recovered 
his liberty, was tried for being concenied in this attempt, and 
found guilty: however, king Henry, either out of regard to 
his cliaracter or his constancy, diil not take the forfeiture of 
his life : but that a person of such incompliance might give no 
further disturinnco to king Henry, the pope forcwi him to quit 
his see and submit to a translation to Samn, in the island 
Cephalonia : but the bisliop dying soon after, disappointed the 
pope, and escaped the rigours of the revolution. 

\V hen king Ricluii-d heard of tho miscarriage of the attempt, 
and the execution of the lords who appeared for him, he ww 
ao deeply ftlTerted with the misfortune, that he fasted himsdf 
to death. Thus \Val«inghain, who tells ua he died on SU 
\alentme'8.day. Dm Fahian relates it, as the opinioD of 
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moBt writers, tliat king Ricliard was destroyed by king Henry ; uenbv 

tbat Sir Pyens of Extou was dt8|>atclicd from court with . 'y* . 

<Bg^ men to Puiitefract castle ; thai these aasassina assaulted 

Idajr Kicfaard ; that after he had killed fuur of theui with his 

own hand, and was fighting with the reat. Sir Pyera Exton, „^^„„. 

fimm whom the blow was not expected, murdered him with a ^Jj^'^ 

pole-axe. M. ley 

The Dcxt summer Urn king made an expedition into Scot- 614. 
land, to take a revenge for aomc Ute hostilities of that nation : 
but the .Scots declining the hnzard of a battle, the En^ish 
anny- harassed the country and marched homo. 

While the king was in Scotland, Owen Glendour, a private (■■■ct xv. 
^Velsh gentlenuin, took advantage of hia absence, aiid raised 
a rebellion in Wales. The king receiving intelligence of this 
OOmiDotion, marched thither with hie forces : but the Welsh 
Ntfrnig to the Mhelter uf Snowdon hillu, the English could 
fiorrect them nu further than by burning the country, and 
bringing off their cnttlc. 

About this time, the emperor of Constantinople arrived in w«]»ioff- 
England, to move for succour against the Turks. The king, ''■™ 
with * splendid retinue, met him nt Blackheath on St. 
ThoniaB^fr-day ; from whence, being brought to London, he 
me nobly entcrtaiued and presented. But whether the de- 
sign of bis vo\^gt; was answered or not, is unmentioned by 
tte historian. 

After the feast of Epipltany, there was a parliament held at Swrai i 
Westminster, at which there were several statutes made with J^cw 
relalioa to the Church. For the purpose: there was an act 
pMsed, ** That all persons, both religious and seculars, who 
eitbor purchase or execute any bulls to be dischargwl from the 
payment of tithe, sliall incur the pains and forfeitures con- 
tained in the statute of nmvisora, made in the thirteenth year „ „ 
of kwg Richard 1 1 . up. 4. 

It waa likewise enacted, *' That if any provision be made 
by the bishup of Komo to any persons uf religion, or to any 
other person, to be exempt of obedience regular, or of obe- 
dience ordinary, that such provisory, who, from hencefortli. do 
accept or enjoy any such provifiion, shall incur the pains com- 
prised in the statute of provisors, made in the year above- an 
mentioned.'* '*r «• 
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But the nioat remarkable statuto is that made aguost 
Lollards. The preamble sets forth, "That tlivera iaise 
perverse people of a certain new sect of the faith of the sMn* 
meiiU of the Cliui-cb, and the authority of the sune, daiuaUr 
thiiiktnf^, aud agaiiiat the law of (iod aiid the dmreh U8ur|aig 
the office »>f preaching, do pcrreraelv and oialiciouslr, 'm 
divers |Jaces within the realm, imder the ctilour uf duseniblid 
holiness, preach and teach divoi^ new doctrines and wtdud 
heretical and erroneous opiDionft, contrary to the Bamo 
and determinations of holy Church. And of sucK sect 
tvicked doctrine, they make unlawful conventicles aiid 
doracics; they hold and exercise schools; they make and 
write books ; they do tvickedly instruct and iufofrtt people, 
and, tin much as they may, excite and stir them to eedittim and 
ioaurreclion, and make great strife and division among the 
people, and other enormities horrible to \te huard, daily da* 
perpetrate and rommtt, in subversion of the said catholic 
and doctrine of the holy Church, in diminution of t'io«r6 ho 
and also In destruction of the estate, rights, and liberties 
the Church of England,— that the said false and penncrw 
people do go from diocese to diocese, and will not afip«tr 
bef(>re their respective diocesaus; but the said diocesans 
their jurisdiction spiritual, and the keys of the Churchy wr 
the censures of the same, do uttcriy contemn and despise, 
the utter destruction of order and good rule.'*' 

In remedy of this mischief, it is enacted, " That nono withi 
the said realm, or any of the dominions subject to his mi 
majesty, presume to pi-each openly or privily, without 
licence of the diocesan of the same place first required 
obtained: curates in their own churches, and pentons hit 
privileged, and other of the canon law griiduated, only exc 
Nor that none from henceforth any tiling preach, hold, teach, 
or instruct, openly or privily, or m.ike or write any book con- 
trary to the catholic faith, or determination of holy Church, 
nor of mich sect and wicked doctrines and opinions shall u»ake 
any conventiclGs, or in any wise hold or exercise wiio* 
And, also, that none from henceforth in any wise favour 
preacher or maker of any such like conventicle*, writer 
sncn books &c., „„r a^y of them maintain, or any wise 

wri.in.«: e ! "" "'"' «'"K«'a'- J'a^ing such booki*, or any 
^ntings uf such wicked doctrinca and opinions, shall deliver. 
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or cause to bo delivercJ, all such boohs and writings to tlie HBSRV 
diocesan of the aanie p1ac(>, within forty daj-s from the time of ^__^_^ 
the proclaiuation of this ordinance and etatute. And if any 
person or persons, of whatsoever condition they be, from 
henceforth do or attempt again&t the royal ordinance and 
ftUtute aforesaid in tlie premises, or in any of tliem, or such 
booka, in tlie form aforesaid, do not deliver ; then the diocesan Titt 
cf the same place in lii^ diocese, such person or persons in this loarndamit 
behalf defamed or eWdently suspected, and ever)- of them, may, j^^'^ 
b)r the authority of the said ordinance and statute, cause to het^'^'^Y 
■mated, and under safe custody in liis prisons to be detained, 
tin he or they, of the articles laid In him or them in this behalf, 
I do eaoooically purge themselves, or else such wicked sect, 
[ prawhings* doctrines, and heretical and erroneous opinions du 
abjure, according as the laws of the Church do require ; bo 
that the said diocesan, by himself or his commiesaries, do 
openly and judicially proceed against such persons so arrested iilb. 
and remaining under his safe custody to all effect of the law. — 
^ And if any person, in any case above-expressed, be. before the 
Aoeeaan of the place or his commissaries, caiionicAlly convict, 
tlwo the Nune diocesan may do to be kept in his prison the 
•aid person so convict, for the manner of his default, and aflcr 
the quality of the olTence, according and as long a« to liis dis- 
cretion shall seem expedient. — And if any person within the 
laid realm and dominions, upon tlie said wicked preachings, 
doctiines, &c.« be, before the diocesan or his commisitaries, 
aeotentially convict, and the same wicked sect, preaching?, 
doctrines, &c,, do refuse duly to abjure, or by the diocesan 
or bis commtaaaries, after the abjuration made by the (tame 
penon pronounced, fallen into relai)6e, so that, according to 
the holy canons, he ought to be left to tho secubr court, 
whereupon credence shall be given to the diocesan of the same 
place* or to his commissaries in this belialf ; then the sheriff 
«f the county of the same place, and mayor and sherifis, or 
haitiffii of the city, town, or borough of the same county, shall 
be personally present in preferring of such sentences, when 
^tbey, by the same diocesan or his commii«iriea, sludl he re- 
|qiux«d : and they, the same persons, and every of them, after 
«ich sentence promulgate, shall receive : and them before the 
people iu an high place do to he burnt, &c. 
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Wrmm tiii itatate it iffiiw tbat tkt fciifccfs an the pnpr 
JD^ttflriHVM^.^tlM Ik I •lun nft^- sheriff in tkai 

ttt tiw iiwliiiii of thft jpiritMl 



Tbe iMfSEd Fik]faeri)eti, is fcis icoMfcs npoo the wvt, 
i ** De faerctieo imd wi wi i ln ." iahrua w. tfa«t barnmg wu tfat 
"^ |iiiiiiiiB ■! of Wjuij by the connaaa kw; bat tbeo Mck 

r pwwoB wight fart to be eoarictai of hgtcgyhy their i li Mil: 

'*' and if, aAer al^mtioK, they shouU reh^ into the bm 

heresj, or maj other, aod be «(MiTKted of it by their dioeenii, 

thai then the hiAap warn to tiffhf to the bccoW power, to &- 

pon (tf aoch hentMs as the kin^ Aoaid think fit, kc (o 

wfaidi ease, this rererend jad^ is of opim oo the king mi^ 

gnat his pardoa if he pleased ; bat if no pardoa «aa gnuitcd, 

Che writ, " De beredeo combareDdo," was to be directisd U> 

^tt eherifl*, or nwyor aod afaeriff. From hence it is eridoit 

this writ was grooDded upon the eotnmoa law. I shaB tnot* 

aeribe part of it., to ^ow the decbuatioD and judgmenl of 

herei^ was wfaollv lodged io the Chorch. 

" Rex, tc. majori et vie* London 8sJat\ Cum TcnenUalii 
pater Thorn' arcliiep' CantuAr\ totias Anglisp prirnas, et ^»- 
atolicw sedts legatu», de conaonsn et asBensu ac coosilio coepi»- 
eoponim et cnnfratnim suflhigon. suorum, nee non totitts deri 
provinripp sua* in cnnsilio auo proriociali congregat' joria orfr 
nibus in hac parte roquiait', in omnibus obserrat. >V. SawtK 
^qtiando capollanum in heresio damnatum, et per ii»8uro 
Will m, preantea in Tornia juris abjunituni et ipsum >Vili* 
m heresiin pred* relaps' per auam aententiaro Hefinitivam hwre- 
ticum manifestum pronunc', et declarat", et degradandura fore 
decrerorit,"" tc. 

By the form of thia writ, as Fitzherbert proceeds, " the 
STeJe *" r° **® *^"*''«^<* o^ l*e'*sy by the archbiahop and all 
abiurat^ f J»^t- province, and to abjure it; and. after wich 
the province in »["•"'''' ''^"^■•^^<» of a relapse by the clergy of 
h the act of th Ta ^"^"*' *>'"«* ^^ convocation. But now. 
tute hofore ub \ V- "*' "*'"'">' * ^'- *^''*P- ^5, (that ia, the sta- 
nmy convict a no J? ^"f?^''' *'^^^ every bishop, in his diocese, 
i ™on orhereey, and put him upon hia abjura- 
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Uon ; and being aflerwards convicted by him of a relapse, the HKNRV 

•■id diocesan is further autliorized to give notice to the ahcriff ^ 

or other officer to receive him, and to commit him to tlie fire, 
fcc ; and that the sheriff or such other officer is bound to 
MracQCc the bishop's order, and that without any necessity of 
a|)(>lyiug to the king for further direction. And for this reason 
it 13 probable this writ ' l>e heretico comburendo'' is omitted in 
tb* new registers ; because there is no occaaion to move for 
thia writ, it being, a& it were» made insignificant and void in 
l»w by the making of ibis act. 

" But now, by the statute of tlie 25th of Henry VIII. cap. 
li, ihb «ct made the 2nd of Henry IV. is re[iealeil, (at least 
M to some branchefl.) and by this last statute it in ordained, 
ihtX trhoaoever sb&U abjure his heresy, and shall be afterwards fniJtt.Mbcn. 
eoavicted of a relapse by his ordinarj*, the said ordinary ought a;.) ' ° ' 
ooi to deliver him to the lav power without the king's writ first ^^^^ ^j, 
obOimed for thai pur|iose.'' Tlius far the learned Fitzherbf^rt. Ueiwy. 

To flsy Bometbing further upon this argument : Sir Edward -ViV Kdwmnt 
Coke lays a bard imputation upon the bishops, and charges ekarpt 
tham with foul dealing, and stifling records to carry on their ^Kj*'' 
«nie2ty. Cok*. 



To make good this charge, "he takes notice of a statutem,r«3.c..s. 
fcde the 5th of Richard H., in which It was enacted, that|^ ' ,j 

the lord chancellor, made and *»*• *• 



made 

<lBltwniBBioDB fiiioald be, by the lord chancellor, made 
Greeted to sheriffii and others to arrest such as ahonld be 
certified Into the dianccry, by the bnbi^ and prdatn, to be 
preacbera of heresies and notorious errors, ami to bold them in 
•trong ^aimsm notil tliey will justify themselves to the taw of 
holy Church.^ 

** This provision. Sir Edn-ard Coke aflhms, was sever Mf 

net of parfinmeat, notwithstaoding its being eotefvd npoa the 

parlianwot-rofln. His reason is, because it «an never w-616. 

■eoted to hj the commons : and thercAjre, la the next paHia- 

raent, held m thi^ fitb of Richard 1 1., tbe w i m i i M pft fcw ei l a 

biU reciting the aud snf^koeed act, denying their aseot, and 

timcibre desiring it might he declared void." To which 

HiquiMi the king gaT« bis roTsl aewnt- He o tyet e fwihii 

against the aothority of the 5th of Bichard 11. from tW 

■tyle, bemose the comnuna are not mfntinard in the eiwcttng 

dauae- 
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" From hence he proceefla, and obaemv, tlmt of iSMt 
time, when any acta of parliament were made, to tbe end the 
same might be published and understood, especially before thr 
use of prliiliug came into Eugland, the acts of pariuBneot «vi9 
engrossed in parcliment, and bundled up. together with a wiit 
in the king'in name, under the great seal, to the sheriflTof efBj 
county, sometimes in Latin, and sometimes in Frenchf to Vi^ 
maud the eJicriff to proclaim the said statutes writhin his faaili- 
wiclc, as wel3 within liberties as without. And this wa^ the conrv 
of parliamentar)' proceedings till the reign of king Henry VII. 

" Now, at the parliament holdcn in ttio 5th of Richard IK 
Jolin Braibrook, bisliop of London, bebg lord chaoceUor of 
England, caused the said ordinance of the king and lorda to be 
inserted into the |uirliainentar)' writ of proclamation, and pro- 
claimed amongst the acts of parliament. Hut in the ptHn- 
mentJiry proclamation of the act8 i>as6ed in the Gth of Bichanl 
IL, the said act of the f>th of Richard IL., whereby the laiil 
supposed act of ttie oth of RichartI 11. was declared to be Tuid. 
is omitted ; and aflerwards, the said supposed act of the 5ilt 
of Richnrd II. was continually printed, and the said act of tbe 
Cth of Richard II, haih by the prelates been ever from time to 
time kept from the print." Thus far Sir Edward Coke. 



AtUJufm 



3S Hen. 8. 

C«D.U 

I Bil». C. 
«»^ 13. 



Xow, if we examine his charge against the btahopB, we 
find much more weight laid on this omission than tJie case w3I_ 
bear: for,-— 

First, If the lord cliancellor Braibrook had stifled the 
claiming the 6th of Richard IL, it is probable this prevarie 
tion would have been taken notice of by the commons : it is 
probable, I say, tliat the commons, who were so earnest for 
passing tliis act, u-ouM have complained uf Braibrook fur 
doing his duty in the publication : but we do not find any 
plaint preferred against the bishop upon this score. 

Secondly, The .'ith of Richard II. is owned for a statute 
two actA of {tarlianieiit. 

Thirdly, This act of the 5th of Richard 1 1, extended no 
tiler than to tlie imprisonment of heretics : for they were 
be tried by the CImrcli, and burnt by the common Uw, a» vn 
have seen already. 

Fourthly, After the making the act of the 2nd of Henry IV. 
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which WW but nineti?on years fi*oni Iho Clh of Richard II., the 
priJates could lie uudcr iiu tiiaiiiicr of touiptatiou to couceal this 
bet statute, and revive the 5th of Ricliard II.: for, by the 5th 
nf Bidunl 1 1, cap. ^, the power of arreHtlng and imprisoning 
tiioae eusp4?cted of heresy nits only lodged in the sheriffs, and 
other ministers of justice ; but, by the 2nd of Henry IV. cap. 
15, every diocesan had authority to imprison and tr\- the 
Lollanls. 

Snoe, therefore, thin latter statute gave the prclatefl much Tiffaiumf>i/ 
mare power to punish than the former, they had no manner of fc;'X"». 
reaaon to stifle the printintr the repeal of the 5th of Richard 1 1 .Z"/'^'' . 
nude in the following year of that prince's roigii : they had no 
reauun, 1 aay, to suppress tlie printing of the fiih of Richard II., 
mppofting they liad always had tlie command nf the press, 
vhidi is ver}' unlikely. To which we may add, that the art of 
printing was not invented till after the year 1420, which was 
twenty )'ears after the making the statute of the 2nd of Henry 
IV. From whence it appears plaiidy the pivlales could have 
DO nuiuner of intertoit to apply to such foul dealing as Sir 
Edward Coke cliarges upon them. 

Now, after this tragical complaint against the bishops, one 
might expect Sir Kdward Coke should have all the tenderness 
imaginable for those who are so unhappy as to fall into heresy ; 
but, upon a view of hie writings, we sliall find the case quite 
otherwi^ : for, iniitead of mildness and mercy, ho pleads for 
the execution at the stake, and justifies the severity of the law. Cake'* 
And that the reader may not think him misrepresented, I shall 1|[^3;^„ 3 
tnusciibe the passage as it stands. ^i *^- 

" The reason,'''' says he, " wherefore lieresy is so cxtpemcly 
and fearfully punished, is, for that * gravius est fcleniam quaiu 
t^mjKjralcm la?dt.n? majostat-em :" and * liairesia est lepra anima'.' 
The party duly convicted of heresy may recal and abjure his 
opinion, and thereby save his life ; but a relapse is fatal : for 
M in case of a disease of the body after recovery, rocidivatiou 
is extremely dangerous, so in case of heresy (a disease of the 
Bonl) a relapse is irrecoverable. And as he titat is a leper of 
his body is to be removed from tlic society of men, lest W- should 
infect them, by the king's nrit ' de ieproso amoveiido,'' so b« 
4liftt lias '^ lepram animse," that is, to be convicted of lieresy* 
be cut ofT, lest he should |ioiar<n olheni, by tlio kingV writ 
fasBretico combtirendo,' " 
rot. III. • 
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ARUN- Bat notwithstAndmg these au^in&ry reasons of Sir fxlward 
Abp.^kiii Coke, the ancient Fathers were of a different sentiment : they 
'- — ^r^ thought such methods of extremity were by no meaiui igree- 
T«nullUn. ^hlo to the Christian iiistitutiou : '* Non est religioois religio- 
nem cogere :" misbelief in religion was no forfeiture of life by 
the doctrine of the primitive Christians; it was their pCTsn^ 
sion, "to let the tares alone till the harvest came." Thna 
St. Miuiin and St. Ambrose refused to communicate with those 
who moved for the execution of the heretic Priscilliaii. Tliis 
masting men to orthodoxy, and enlightening them with fire 
j p. &33. 536. j^qJ faggot, was a discipline not understood in these ekriy ago. 
Wrong opinious in religion sliould be gently dealt with, be- 
cauiie people oftentimes believe themselves in the right ; they 
act to the Ijest of their knowledge ; tlieir will is good, though 
their understanding is misled. The case is quite otfaenhK in 
murder and theft : for here the malefactora are conseioiB of 
their tyfrn misbehaviomr. To bum a man, only becaosc be will 
not renounce an important truth, (for such he thinks his 
error,) because he is afraid of offending God, and destroying 
his own soul, is very hard measure. Barouiua htmsi^ owns, 
that a great part of the Catholic bishops, cuntemporvy with 
St. Ambrose, declined the romniunion of Itfaacius and his 
party, for their prosecuting the Priscillianists. They looked 
upon them as men of an over-vindictive and sanguinary tem- 
per, and that they had renounced the lenity and goodnature 
required in Christian bishops. To take off the force of this 
precedent, Ilaronius obsen-es, that St. Augustine, and other 
Christians of character, had applied to the secular power lo 
restrain the Donatists : but then, the cardinal grants this was 
not done till they found these schismatics incorrigible : and 
which is more, he owns, that when tlie Fathers made use of this 
remedy, they always tlesired tlie emperors and governors <rf 
provinces not to proceed to extremities, but stop short of 
capital punishment : and for this moderation of rigour, St 
rjL^in^^ Augustine is vouched as an instance. From hence, continues 
*/vr the cardinal, it is a custom in the Catholic Church, that when 
iwf^. *ny person liaa recourse to the secular magistrate for tlie sup- 
pressing of heresy, he throws in a clause for mercy and 
moderation. And tliat, tliough he is willing the nitsbeUerii^ 
person nmy undergo correction; yet he desires the severity 
may be tempered, and not proceed to capital punishment 
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or, as it is expreBsed, to the drawing of blood : and that this eirnry 

pToriso for clemency is always mentioned to prevent the . 1.^; , 

(.^lurch's fallinfr andor the imputation of the cruelty of the ':'"«"« 

lUUKiaoS. Miq^WH 

But, under favour, this endeavour of the cardinal to excuse fty^"*^' 
the Roman clerg}- from being' concerned in the burning of 
heretics, is but weak and trifling : for, 

AVhen the inquisition or ordinary delivers a heretic convict 
to Uie secular magistrate, the execution follows as certainly 
as it does from tlic sentence of a judge when he condemns a 
malefactor for felony. And therefore to deeire the heretic 
may be gently used, is Httlc better than jest and grimace ; and 
aignifica just as much, as if the judge should desire the alieriff 
to nse a man condemned for murder kindly, when he knows it 
IB not in that oSicer^s power to over-rule the Benteneo, and 
stop the Pxecution of the law. 

■ And here I cannot but observe the inconsistency of the 
^KBtraiutA laid ujmn the bi»hops with this liberty of delivering 
|^n%er^tic up to the Macular ntngiKti-ate ; tlie restraint, I mean, 

which harrod the bishops from as^stJng in capital causes : for 

the clergy of the Church nf Rnnic own themsolves bound by 

the oouooil of Toledo, not to judge any person to the loss of xi. Coadi, 

JSk or limb; which is the only reason why our bishops used ]^'iJ"(1'* 

to absent themselves from the parliament- house at the trial nf 

a peer. Now I desire to know how the practice of the 

inqntsition cau be reconciled to this council ; for the process 

of ihe inquisition does certainly imply a sentence for the loea 

of life and limb : and the delivering a heretic after conviction 

to the lay power, makes the spiritual court as much concerned 

in his death, as if they had tied him to the stake, and kindled 

the fire. 

■ Bat on the other side, if the certif)ing the conviction of a 
heretic, when burning is the necessary consequence ; if this, 
I aay, is consistent with the character of a bishop, I cannot 
tee why he should scruple sitting upon the bench in capital 
cssoBea : for if it be no l)leniish in him to send a man to the 
stake, why sliould he be blamed for condemning him to thr 
block or gallowB ! To proceed : — 

During the session of the parliament abo\*e-mentioned, one* n. uoo. 
Sir Wilham Sawtre, parish priest of St. Osj-th, in I^ndon, 
[.<4>Bired to be heard before (he lords and commons upon aom^ 

s 2 
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poinU of religion. This Sawtre, who mw fonnciiy wrtor of 
St. MargaretX in Lynn, had, about a year ance. been eon- 
vc-nled Iiy tlii; bishop of Norwich, and brunght to a recaatatiao 

tif the fnllnwinjr tenets : — 

" First. He maintained, that Ke woaM nnt 
cross on which Christ suffered ; but only Christ, 
ui>on the cro«s.'^ 

" Secondly. That he is Imiintl rather to worahip 
predestinated to happinc^ than an angel of God." ^i 

" Thirdly. That if any man had engaged himself to riait tl^| 
graves of St. Peter and St. Paul, or go in pilgrinu^ to tl^^ 
tomb of St. Thomas, or elsewhere, for the pnKruring of 
ti-'raporal advantage, Ik is not bound to keep his vow, but 
distribute the expenses of hiH journey in charitieB to 
poor." 

Fourthly. " That every priest and deacon ta more bound < 
preach, tlwin to say the canonical hours, or perform di\ 
serrice." 



kiTd^Mnn^ ^^^ hkewiae denied tranaubatantiation, and was cfaaigud with 
'^7i*'pin ^'^'^'"S three other propositions much to the same sense with 
C72. ' the first, which therefore need not be repeated. 

This Sawire, by his attempt to address the parliament, aod 
his other behaviour, being suspected for his old opinions, ths 
bishops thought it proper to take the matter into their own 
cognizance. 

On tlie twelfth of February he was brought before the con- 
vocation, the articles ab-jve- mentioned were read, and hi* 
answer required ; and here he had a oipy of the cliarge de- 
Uverod, and four or five days given to prepare for his defence. 

At his second ap|H'arin|T twfore the ccnvocAtion, he made an 
oifer towards satisfaction, and qualified some of his propoei' 
Uons. For, first, though he refused to worship the matter 
of the cross, yet he owned himself ready to worship it '* adom- 
tione vicaria,*' tliat is, as an emhleni, and representation, of 
our Saviour^s paaaion, 
^ He endeavoured to defend his second pTO|K)8ition. "that a 

"^u^ «wn predesUnated is rather to be worshipped titan an angel ;" 
'-*»-»^- because our Saviour assumed the nature of man, and not of 
angeb. However, to soften this conclusion, he declarvd him- 
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^ iviUing to worship both of them .i8 far aa the divine law BKNRY 

nonld give him leave. Being interrogated upon the sacra- < — .^ — • 

lent of the altar, lie affirmed, the nature of bread remained „p„,'*(£"' 

fter consecration : but then he calls it the bread of life, and f^^i^!^] 

rants it to be the ver^' body of CThrist aflcr the prouounciug fMfMn. 

|e aftcxvnental words. 

' This question about tran substantiation was what he could 

IDt get over ; this was the burning article : for being pressed 

boie upon this point, he was forced at last to discover his 

ielicT, and brought to a ilownright confession, that .'iftcr the 

Furds of consecration, tho same bread remained which was 

here before the words spoken. 

Upon this, the archbi!?hop asked him if he uTtuM stand to 
detcruii nation of the Church in this matter : he answered, 
provided tliat determination was agreeable to (he will of 
In short, not giving satisfaction upon this article, 

iring his former recantation, and Inking somewhat provok- 
ing in the manner of his defence, he was declared a heretic 

^^^^ Id. p. 673. 

PBHPfcw days after, be was brought before the convocation P"^- 24> 
||aui« ftt which time tho instrumcDt of his recantation was 
^wluced from the registry uf tht.- bishop of Norwich. This 
^Mrd being attested beyond con trail ict ion, hu was pronounced 
[ heretic relapsed. 

t Aft«r this sentence, he was solemnly degraded in the follow- 
mamier: — 



Priest. 

5. Deacon. 

3. Sub- deacon. 

4. Acolytb. 

0. Exorcist. 

6. Reader. 

7. OBtiarius, or sexton. 



J 



1. The paton, chalice, andTikrfrrMy 
pnWing off his chasuble, ^pj^i""" 

2. The New Testament and 
tht; stole. 

3. The alb and tho maniple. 

4. The candlestick, taper, 
urccolum. 

5. The office for exorcitmis. 
(>. The lectionarium, or lo- 

gend-book. 
7. The keys of the clinrch- 
doors. and surplice. 



cr this, his eeclua'uislical tonsure was shaven off, and the 
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Abf X'uL being thus deprived of Iiis sacerdotal charact«r, and drtsaed in 

* — " — ' a lay habit, he was put into the hands of the secular court 

with the in»igniBcant request, that he might be ^Tounblf 

iwd. received. 

Huvb 2. Soon aflcr this process was over, the writ ** de horeCico 
(faiilnii^ comburendo" was made out for the burning of Sawlrc- If rt 
'Sautrt. ijg demanded what occasion tliere was for the king's writ, 
since, by the 2nd of Henry IV. the bishop's precept was a 
BufBctent warrant to the flheriff" for the burning of a heretic 
relapsed : to this it tnay bo answered, that the parliament 
which made this act being now sitting, it ia probable the bill 
might not }iavc passed the royal assent ; or, it may be, the 
session being not ended, and the act by conscqoeiioe not 
proclaimed, it might not be tliought fit to proceed upon it. 
aL*^**^ Ab far as it appears, this Sawtre was the first in EugUnd 
hwwtjitr who suffered for heresy in tttia severe manner ; and therefore 
^H^" Fitzhorbert takes his precedent of a writ " de heretico com- 
n^'h'' "^^ burendo" from this case. Fox is positive for this point, aud 
Hiit. Rc~ ' affirms, that king Henry IV., who dopo6cd king Richard ll., 
wm. «o . . ^^.^ ^1^^ j.^1^ ^j. ^jj j^^jjgij^ kings that began the unmet 

burning of Christ's saints. 

As for Sawtre, notwithstanding the mistakes in some of his 
concluitions, ho n'as certainly a man uf principles, and livl 
great strength of mind to act up to them. Ho that voliui- 
tarily encounters the king of terrors nuiat be strongly pemy 
tratcd with the belief of another world. Nobody will part 
mth an interest in hand, and throw up his present being, 
without the prospect of a consideration. To submit to ex- 
tremity of torture is a fair pi-oof of sincerity and good CAroest. 
Hypocrisy and pretence will seldom stand the fiery trial- 
These qualities may shine till they are examined ; but bring 
them to the touclistone, and they are easily discovered. 

To proceed: about two years forwards, the Scots invad- 
ing Engbnd, and harassing the country, were intercepted in 
their reutat by the Pei-ciea, and forced to come to a battle at 
w»i.i... ™''^"7»;'>iU- Afler an obstinate dispute, the victory fell I.) 
'r'i ^h- \- ^'T,^ ^*^' l^ouglaa and the flower of the Scottiah naUofl 
A"*i.i.** being taken priRonere. 

This summer there was another conspiracy discovered. To 
encourage the plot, it was given out king Kichard was living. 
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This cloud upon the government was quickly dispersed, by itenrv 

aeiziog a priest at Ware. This man, who was priv)- to the * ,: 

deagn, and knew the Htrengtb of the party, had made a list of 
tboae who intended to riAe, and set down a great inany mure 
than were really concerned : for, being examined whether he 
knew several persons entered upon his roll, be confessed he did 
not. And bcinc; asked furtJicr, for what reason then he had 
put them in the list ! his answer was, that he believed they 
would appear against king Henr)* upon the encouragement of 
an ioRUTection, became they had formerly been preferred and 
grown wealthy under king Richard. Upon this confession, a 
gtcftt many suspected persons were discharged, and the priest 
executed. Not long after, the prior of Laune had the same 
&lbe : not that any overt act wa^ proved upon him, but because 
be bftd kept the conspirators' counsel, and confessed himself 
guilty of misprision of treason. 

About thia liuie, some of the Franciscans, who were tam- 
pering against tlie government, were apprehended before they 
eoold bring their design to bear. One of these monks being 
I MiCecTogated what he would have done if king Richard had 
■en living and in the held, boldly answered, he would have 
ventured his life for him against any person whabw^ver. Upon 
Um dedaratioD, he was bruught iu guilty, and hanged and w»i«ingh. 
drawn io his habit. However, his fraternity prevailed so far si^JIo!'"* 
as to get his body, and give it Christian burial. ^ ^^- 

About thia time, as ^Val£ingllam reports, the Lollards went 
off to a furttier distance from the Cliurcb, and privately nuun- 
teioed the following opinions : — 

" First. That the seven sacraments are no better than dead J<w»_ ^« 
oopruGtable b^mbola, and .signify nothing in tlie form made use tfmioiu. 
of by the Chureh." 

*♦ Secondly. That virginity, and tying priests to a single life, 
are restraints not allowed by God Almighty ; that marriage, 
being God's ordinance, is by consequence the most eligible con- 
dhaoo ; that therefore virgins, priesta, monks, and other people, 
if tll^ desire to be saved, ought to be actually marriud, or at 
leMl to have an intention and disposition for Uiat state ; that 
otherwise they are guilty of murder, and prevent the holy poe- 
icrity i^uch should people the new Jerusalem ; and, lastly, thai 
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by such monastic impositions they do what in them Ues u> 
leasen the number both of the happy aud rniluippy."* 

" ThinUy. That if a man and a woman come together witb 
an intention to marr>-, this mutual agreement is a sufficiait 
marriage, uitfaout passing through the fonns of the CSuneo ; 
and that mnre people cohabited in this manner than the world 
was aware of." 

" FonrtUy. That the Omrch is no belter than the synagagiB 
of Satan : and, for this reason, they declined going thither, 
either to say tlieir prayers or receive the eacranienta, e^iedaUy 
the sacrament of the altar; wliich, as they expressed them- 
selves, was no better than a morsel, without Ufe or fiigmficaocy, 
and the very top or pinnacle of antichrist/'' 

" Fifthly. That they would by no means bring an infant to 
Church to be baptized by the parisli priests : becauac, in ^^^^i'^Hi 
opinion, the Uulv Trioity would be profaned by the ainfilhicfl^^ 
of such ft ministry, and the child be in a worse oondition bj 
bein^ put into the priests' hands." 

*' Sixthly. That neither the Lord*»-day nor any utber festtvil 
<M^t to be kept holy, or particulariy re^rdvd ; but that a nun 
may take the liberty to eat, and drink, and work, upon one day 
as wdl as another.** 

^ Serentlkly. That there is no aoch tliii^ as pargatoiy in 
the sute of separation." 

" Eighthly. That there is no oeoeesity of submitting 
csourso of penanoe for the greatest sins ; but that a pri ^ 
dishke of our faults, and not repeating them, is sufficient for 
procuring pardon : becanae, as they say, faith is the main 
ivqtiisnc in this matter. They bring their proof from the 
saymg of our SaTioor to Mary Mwdalen, ' Thv faith h» 
niadc the* whole.'" 

Theae coochjsiona, whidi had been hitherto palliated, and 
to ;i!!l"]!l^^ delivered, wen dboovered by Sir Uwb CUflbrd 
j^^^^^^^««*biahop afOanteibaiy, aa the real opinion of the 

rrrmiaAMi *^*\*^ l»»d formeriy been an abettor of thi 

^^^^^^^■»^^^^^^!^"^'^ the n««» of U«e 
AU.u( ihuV^ pnfoauaaK nbonMnentioncd. 
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Engluid. She waa married to the king soon after hor arrival^ hknry 
fend crowned by the archbishop of Canterhury. « S ' 

The next year, Thomas Percie, earl of \Vorce9ter, and |^^'**"^7. 
Henrv, lord Percio, his nephew, broke out into a rebellion. * ",''"'''■ 
ubey pretended tbcy had uu intention to do any harm to tlw rmmdipUc 
king^s person, but only to get their grievances redresaedf and ™*' 
reform tlie govcnim«'nt. They took care at loxt to spread a G£0. 
Teport, that king Richard was living, and amongst theoi : the 
credit given to this story increased tlicir forces to a formidable 
1>ody. 

Tlie king levied an army with all expedition, and camo up n^-" 
-trilfa the csnemy near Shren-sbury. The battle waa fought with ^"sAr^o^ 




Intion on both sides, but at last tlio victon' fell to *"'3' 
kill^: Henry Hotspur, lord I'ercic, waa killed, his uncle, 
Uk eu\ of Worcester, eari Douglas, who served under him, 
lod aewral other jierMiUit of quality taken prisoners. The carl 
of NocthmiilK-rland, not knowing the event of the battle, was 
narchiug with a strong body, either to reinforce his eon, or 
lolieit for a peace with the king ; but his motion was stopped 

tbo forces of the earl of \Ve}«tmorelaiid. He was alW- th»i.9S». 
obliged to dirijand hia men, and address the king for his 
who granted his life, but refused him his Ubcrty. 
Tba king faaring marched his army into Yorkshire, and 
••tiled the north parts, projected an expedition against the 
Welali, «Ik> had lately broke out into diaonlcr, and made 
dcyf da tiooa i^n the English ; but his exchequer being low, 
be wanted money to sabsist and pay his troops. 

That the design might not be dropped upon this account, 
aome of the offieen ooggested an expedient to the king. They 
told him, thai there was several bishopn in the army in a 
rfftHJitw'n to anpidy his fatness. That these prelates ought 
to ba aant hoine on fool, and their equipage and money talun 
btma ^H^t for the pal£c aenriee. The archtnshop of Oanter^ 
hary bctag ym s tui when this nwtioo was made, replied, that^^ 
If any of the aoldiefa offisred to plunder hk retinue, they might ^6 ^<£3 ! 
raped to be «rdl dnibbad for their pama. Thie reaolntwa ef ^j^ 

r-m. 
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the arehholkop checked the oislnige, and made the 



The next yvar. npoo the isxth of October, the king held a !SSZ 
pu^amtnl Mt Vownbrj. In the writo cf ii . the AwMb f*^ ^ ^ 
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ARUN- kw; which onler was accordingly obeyed. When the par- 
Ab^ c^i. liament met, the lord chancellor ikid before them the oeco- 
sities of tho public ; that the nation was threatened with ft 
war on all aides ; that the Scot* and Welsh, tho French and 
Flemings, were ready to invade and ris** upon them ; thai ike 
exchequer was low in cash, and the king's revenues by no 
means propartiuued to furnisti a defence. The kuighta and 
bnE;geiaaes beinj; witling to save their own purses, and maki! 
priie of the Church, remonstrated, ttiat the clergy bad en- 
grossed a great pan of tlie estates of the kingtlom ; and there- 
fore, unless they were obliged to refund, and fitrip|>ed of their 
temporalities, the supplying the king's occasions would be 
wholly impracticable. That the laity had not only exhjuialcd 
tltcir fortunes, but undei^ne the fatigues of the campwgn, 
and hazarded their persona in the service of tboir coontry: 
whereas the clergy lived idly at home, and sJguiHed UlUe to 
the public advantage. 

To tliis thft archbii«hop of Canterbury replied : '"" Thai the 
clei^y had always been more scnicoable to the exchequer than 
Jjj^2,y the laity, and granted the crown a tenth more frequently than 
the others had done n fifb?cnth. And notwithstanding the 
monks and secular clergy did not serve In the field in penoKi 
yet they always sent their servants and tenants well apiwinted 
in proportion to the bulk of their estates. Neither were Uwy 
idle and insignificant at home, as it was invidiously suggested, 
but made use of their cliaracter for the benefit of their country, 
addressed God Almighty for success in the field, and senred 
the public with their prayers."' 

And when the speaker of tho house of commooa seemed to 
smile at what was offered, and publicly declared, he thought 
Uie prayera of the Church a very slender supply, tho a«h- 
bishop checked him very soamjnahly for his profaneness : " I 
P^^eive," replies this prelate, " how the kingdom is likely to 
thr^^i-^'*"" *^** *"**^ °*" t^evotion and the favour of Heaven are 
noritv ■ ""'^ "'liculed. I never knew anv national pros- 

, w-...^ z you s^r^hoti iL^"f **^^ ^"pp"^** *^'' ^^•**^''" ■• ^^ » 

Ite '*»«- cleiiv I kJi- ^ ^^"^ ^^^^y ^ ^^y tli« functions of the 

W*-"^*"* the Obureh " rr!'"" **'*" '^"^^ '^ "« "^^V undertaking to invade 



TXia motion 



*»*ving. as it was M *^^'*'^'' ^^ ^"'^ ^''" *'"*"' Cheney, who 
character, and tur^' *?**-^" ^^''acyns orders, had deserted bia 
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The archbishop, perceiWng the king dubious, anU lumg, m 
it were, in a balance of thought, rose up, and kaecling to hia 
■t'^"""'! *' entreated him to consider his declaration to pre- 
■enre eTerj* nuui's property, at his fiiwt coming to the crown : 
•■•t he had solcumly swora to nwuntain the righta of the 
Chnrdi, and afford the clergy his Ikroar and proteetioiL He 
6uthar entreated his h^men to recollect th« danger and di». 
fcooowr of Tinlaftnig hk oath. That he would f Jeaae to fiCTinit 
the Q mrefa the pm-iicgt» in which she wis wttled by the coo- 
■^itroa, aad had an along enjoyed m the r«igna of Ua prade- 
anaon : and, hetly. that above all thu9^ be wonld ba canM 
to aToid incurring the Diriae diipleMOre, and the canana 
eonaeqiieni apoo lacnksB.* Tha ldi« bid the anfafaUiop rin 

nad go lo faia pbce, i Tii^ M^ that he wai fi% fohad 

not to faevfcen to thcae new BeaHRa, hot to leave the Gbovcb 
^'' — — - '^rtlri I iBiiiiiiii ihM bi fy i ii 

The ai I WbAihi, pwaeit^ the ^^r awr. taweJ to the 
and let the» aaiiraMi ha mm tlwwgfa the wbola 
- Yaw, g i ll i a^a he, *-a^ 

hyth^ wmmmnemm, faie pcaaMdad the b>D« 
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He began the bnldiDg of >'ew CoOege, in Oxford, in 1379. 
and fisiabed it in aeren jeara. The endovnueot was no k» 
noble than the a liyuiui e, thaa beni^ a t «> ? iaki n made fcr . 
a warden, eeffcnty icBiyva and awwlaiy ; besides di^niBai 
organist, cborieteieit and «iDege eerrants, amoanting in all to 
the ntanber of 135. 

His college at \Vincfaester, wbidi be designed as a nimay 
for that at Oxford, was begun in the year 1387, and finiibel 
in 1393- Upon this foondation be settled an estate lor a 
warden, ten fellows, two schoofanastcrs, and a er en ty sdwhta. , 
His capacity and prudence in providing for the gOTemxueat o^H 
these two colleges was no less remarkable than hia muniS^' 
oenoe : his statutes b«ng drawn up with that judgment ui<l 
reach of thought, that they have been transcribed for the 
benefit of other booses ; and serred, as it were, as a patt^ 
to the principal colleges, both in Oxford and Cambrid 
Besides these noble benefactions, be built the nare of W 
diesfcer cathedral, exhibited to fifly scholars in Oxford, 
always maintained four -and -twenty poor people in bis 
lie lies buried in his cathedral, where a stately monument 
erected for him. 

I shall conclude thU year with the death of pope Booibce 
IX., M'bo was succeeded by Innocent VU. 

The next year arcbblsliop jVmndcl visited the university of 
Cambridge, in right of his see. Here he made a great many 
college atatuten, suppreRsed ill cu9tnm.s and punished the 
students for their misbehaTiour. And when tlie visitation 
broke off at the request of the university, he reserved all those 
matters and causes which liad been laid before him to his oiv^H 
cognizance and juri^iction. ^1 

In the beginning of Febniary, thm year, there was a par- 
liament held at Westminster, in which there were two aet^H 
pftsBcd against the cncroaclmicots of the court of Rome. TH^I 
finit is leveiletl against the pope^s bulls, for discharging monks 
or other persons from the payment of tithes. The words of 
the l»w are these. 







iMKUM "It» ordained and cstablislied, that no [ktsou, relij,. 
j-Ji^ nor secular, of what estate or condition that he be, by col, 
</mum. of any bulls containing such privileges to he discharged 
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ji^iraies pertaining to parish churches, prebends, hospitals or henry 

^Tiemges, purcbasc-d before the first year of king Ricliard II., .__,J , 

or after not executed, aludl put in execution any such bulla so 
purchaaed, or any such bulls to be purchased in time to come. 
And if any such religious nr eecular person from henceforth, 
hy colours of such bulls do trouble any |)er8on of holy Church, 
prebendaries, keepers of hospitals, or vicars, so that they can- 
not take nor enjoy the diamcs due, or pertaining to them of 
their aaid benefices ; tliat then such dLsturber shall incur like 
proceoB and pain as is ordained by the statute made against 
them of the order of Cistaux, in the second year of our said ., 
sovereign lord the king." 



7 H«D. i. 



I 



The other act was made to strengthen the statute of pro- 
TiBorB, and to restrain the crown from granting licences against 
that act. The provision runs thus : nt.^. b.' 

** To eschew nuny dissensions, discords, and debates, and Au art la 
divers other mischiefs likely to arise and grow, by the cause of ^„'j„y-„„ 
many prt>vi»ion9, made and to be made by the po{>c, and also •^.""^'".'' 
by the cause of the licences granted upon the same by the mw'mi lie 
king, our Bovereign lord : ' it is ordained and stabllabed, that pmvuenL 
no licence, nor pardon so granted before this time, ur tu be 
granted in time to come, shall be available to any bene6oe full 
of any incumbent at the day of the date of such licence or 
pardon granted/" 

About this time. Ricliard Scroop, archbishop of York, 7X- a, 

Thomas Mowbray, earl marsjial, Ilenn' I'ercy, carl of North- ^^'^ 

umbeiland, and the loni llanlolph, entered into a concert '^*^ 

to depo*«e king Henry, The reastma upon which the arch- muf/nnw 

tnahop engaged in this attempt were these : Sw^" 

A. D.'iWs. 

First. Because king Henry, when duke of Lancaster, had r*«> 
Bwom at Chester not to push his quarrel to a rebellion, nor ^'^''^"''*** 
consent to the deposing of king Ricliard ; and that after the 
aid duke of Lancaster liad broken this engagement, forced 
king Ricliard to resign, and seized the crown, the arclibishop 
of York advised him to repent, and make satisfaction for the 
breaking his oath ; but without effect. 

Socondiy. The said archbishnp insisted, tliat the goveni- 
meot might nm in tlie channel of the constitution, the crown 
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lie began the builJing of New .tiarch of Knf^Uml ti 
aud tluisLetl it lu sevcu j-earsw 

nobis Uum the structure, th the kingdom might han^ 
& warden, aeYenty fellows * • he tried by their peen. 
organist, choristers, and r gs and laity nuglit uol be o^ 
the number of 135. .iths, aubeidiGa, and other lumMari' 

His college at Wid .^aaon of this article wan. liecauM Ok 
for that at Ch^ford, Knaiv«horough (-a«»tlo, tlkat the dog; 
in 1393. Upou foiith. nor the laity be burdened witbu} 
warden, ten fellr j^i. 

His capacity 9 <*^» provided by this scheme, thai when the 
tli€«e iTiTj e ,.i('red to tlio right line, the court «;}iuuld be fur 
ccnce : hip , nun of honour and integrity ; and that tho«c nh« 
roach o'' -j''^^'^'^* f^i* covetou:jnc8S and ambition ^oold ba 
benefit .„i, 

lo t* '^'ij». Tliat tJie high tdierif& uhuuld bo chuaen by tbe 
Be ijJi-rt of t^» respective counties, without baring 
c' • ji^ put upon them, either by the king or the bftroiM. 

t^ese articles being fixed upon the doors of thp 

g^ munastcries in York, drew a great many of the grotry anti 

^irghera into the enterpriAe. The regard they had for thtf 

arrlihishup made tlicm more inclined to en^ge : for, by the 

ffsy, he was not only a }teraon of noble birth, bnt recy niiex* 

ccjitiiHi.'ible in his life, and eminent for his learning. 

The earl of Westmoreland, receiving intclUgcDce of this 
eommotton, leviwl wlmt forces he could, and mnrcbet! towards 
York. \s\\\\ a design to figlit the enemy, liut Hading the 
arelibishnp much superior in number, Iiu aoiit a trumpet lo 
demand the reason of their ap|veanng in arms, and bre.-ilirr 
the kiiig'a peace. The archbishop sent him wnrd, that V\- 
dcsign was not to di&turb, but to settle the public pence; that 
to litis purpose he was marchiDg niUi a request to the ktnji, 
and had taken a guard for Ids security. That Iw hoped his 
remonstrance would be serviceable to the kingdom, and gave 
the messenger a copy nf it. 

The earl of \Vestmon»land, whnee business was lo gain time 
r<»r n reinfrtruemeiit, and draw the enemy into a snair, «cvm4^ 
pleoi^ viith the articles, commended the nrchbi&Iiop for hii 
probity and pnhh'c spirit, and dcsirctl they might havi; an i*- 
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tenricw at some distAnce from their forcefl. The archhrnhop, IIENRV 
bcinj; glad to hear tht' proiwsal of an accommodation, pre- ■- 
rtukd with the cflrl-inarshal, though against his inclination, to 
go wilh him t4> Uio place assigned. In short, the treaty came 
on, the articles were read and agreed by the eari of \V'e8t- 
morelaDd ; who, nithout any difficulty, undertook they Biiould 
be all made g<K)d by the king. And now, to finish the ruin of 
the &rchbi&hop and his party, he told them, since they had 
beBtt so luppy to adjust their differences, it would be proper 
to ^re some signs of their friendship, and to drink to each 
other in ricw of their men. After this ceremony Iiad panscd, 
tiie earl miKgc?«ted tliat the next good office they could do for 
tiieir countrj-, would bo to disband their forces. The arch- 
biabop, who had more aiucoiity than caution, sent his trDO{>s 
word that the treaty was concluded, their terms granted, and 
tiiat now tlieru was no further occasion to continue in the field. 
The men, most of them not being bred soldiers, were pleased 
with the news, and disbanded upon the order. The earl of 
Westmoreland, instewl of sending his men home, kept them 
together, and had fmih supplies sent him. And thus the 
•rchbitthop was over-rciiched, and hiiiiself and tlio enrl-uiar- jhumltim 
shal arrested by the carl of Westmoreland. They were pro- *;^"*^ 
nised au indemnity, but that article was over-ruled, and Imth ^'■'■'"■t- 
</theoi beheaded soon after. For, upon the eighth of June An^.p^srs. 
IbUowii^, the king coming down to Hisliopsthorp, near York, 
orderod Sir William Gasuoign, chief justice of England, to try juOwf 
tlie archbishop for high treason : but this judge refusing io^f^- 
act upon the bench, told the king, tliat by the constitution, "/«»»(» rry 
neither his highness, nor any pereon coniinissioned by him, Scf^p 
had any authority to sit t)}>on the life of a bishop, f lis meiming 
must be, either that bishops were privileged by their eha- 
racter from the jurisdiction of secular courts in the cases of life 
and death, or else tliat they were to be tried by their peers. 

The king U'ing very angr)' with Gaaeoign for declining to 
try the archbishop, commanded Sir William Fnlthorp to per- 
form the office, and ma<Ie him a judge for that purpose. 
Kulthorp ordering the archbishop to be brought before him, 
oondemuod hiui fur a traitor, nilding that he was to be be- 
headed by the king''B order. V\mn which the archbishop, 
appealing to (tod. dedans]. " He never intendtnl any harm 
against the king's person.^' He was executed the same day. 

VOL. III. T 



ARt'N' lie justified his undertaking to the tsst, and hi& behtviour 
Ab^.c^i. upon the scaffold appcAred very pious and composcHl. He wm 

' ' ' nobly extracted, and brother to ^V'illiIlIn Scroop, earl of WSu^HI 

shire, and lord treafiurer. The gravity of liia behaviour, iho^^ 



Aa|).S*rr. 

PbUan. 
W. 1C7. 








obligingDess of his temper^ the sauutity of his life, aod hb 
extraordinary leaminf;, made him much regarded and beloved: 
and might possibly give occasii>n to the report of his 
mirades after his death, and that the king was seised with 
frigliiful leprosy immediately upon his cxccuti(»n. llewaA tbe1 
first English bishop tJwt had eviir Buftt-red by the sentenee of 
the king's judges. Sir WiUiam Fulthorp's sitting upon him 
is no argumont against the bishops* right of being tried by 
llieir peers : for, 

First. Mowbray, earl-niarahal, and the archbiiihop 
tried at the same rime, and in the santp manner, oh far •« tl 
ap|»ear8. 

Secondly. W'e need not wonder to find the arehhiahop trie 
by commoners, since tlie denying the lords of parlianiont tl 
4. privilege of being tried by their peers gave an occaaioti 
\'tMn]f ^^® ^^ vising, and was redtoncd one of the grievances in thi 
f-^t reign. 



* 1). 1408. 
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wdMndy 



W«o4. 
HkL Uni- 
*en. Oxon. 

I. l.vSltS. 
Bm Record*, 
nnm, 50. 



About this time, some of Wlckliffs friends published 
letter in the name of the university of Oxford, in which thertf, 
is a great character given of W'ickliff: and to make this iHt 
the more authentic and serviceable to his memory, it is » 
with the university seal, and dated in tite sehoulsf as if 
at a congregation. This letter, to gi^-e the sense 4)f it in a ft- 
words, ^^ commends WieklifTfor hts probity and learning; 
the figure he made in that university, and the service Ite h 
done the Church. It insists particularly upon htft orthodox 
and unblemished character as to matters of rcligiun ; an 
denies his l>eing ever censured for heretical pravity, or that 
corpse was taken up and burnt by the order of tbe bishops." 

That this testimonial was counterffiled, I think needs n 
be questioned: for. 

Fvnt. The commendation of Wickliff for hia 
that his eJiaracter was unblemished as to his belief, and thai 
he waa never convicted of heresy, does not agree with matter' 
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of (act: for, as we luive scon already, he was deeply censured 
for bis helerixluxy by pope Gregory XI., by tlie uuiveniity of 
Oxford, juid by aevcnU Byiiod^ beld under tbe ardibisbopa 
Courtcney and Arundel. And though no fonnal conviction 
paaeed U{>on liis persou, yet several of his opinions were j)ul>- 
Udy couduiuiied for heresy. The case standing thus, it is 
very unlikely the university of Oxford should eitlier have 
inclination or courage to voucli thus freely for WickJiflTs 
CAlholicnc^, to dihtte upon his merit, and pay Iiis memory so 
muMrkable a regard : especially if wo conciider so public a testi- 
monial might probably have ex|MMed them to the utmost liazards, 
and brought them within the penalty of the late statute. 

Secondly. The learned Mr. Wood observes, that there is 
neither copy nor mention of this letter in the university re- 
oords. That John Huss was the first who ptiblislied this 
teaiimonial, and that he was afterwards called to an account 
for it at the council of Constance : that the English repre- 
sentativeB at this synod declared this in»trumont a forgery, 
produced a letter under tbe seal of the university of Oxford to 
a quite counter sense, and referred the decision of that matter 
lo the council. In short, this recommendation of WicklilTs 
character is supposed to have beon counterfeited by one Peter 
Payne, and some others of his persuasion ; who, finding the 

iversity seal negligently kept, got an opportunity of making 
of it for their purpose. This learned bo<ly [wrceiving their 
I fixed to forgery, and their authoiity counterfeited upon 
MTeral occasions, nvuh*. a statute that the university seal 
iliould not be put to any writing unless it was first read in a 
fun congregation, and a day allowed to dehberate upon the 
matter, ifowever, notwitlistanding tlicsc apparent marks of 
a counterfeit recommendation, l''ox makes no question about 
the credit of the testimonial, but translates it for an authentic 
record. 
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This year, upon the death of pope Innocent VII., seven of 7-4«rorWi- 
the cardinals, considering the blemish brought upon the Church ^fll^lf^, 
by the continuance uf the schism, made a soleum oath, that ■'"""'^ '^'^ 
in case any of them were elected to the papacy, they would 
reoonnoe tlie election, upon condition the anti-po[>e for the 
time beii^ would do the same : and that, after 8uch renun- 
ciation, the cardinals of each division should join their votet* 
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for a lunglo election. They likewise enpiged, that if 
abaent cardinal, or any other person, though uu member of ttic 
college, was choaon. he should be obliged to the same ronili- 
tions. After they had bound thcmselvcB to these articles, 
they elected the cardinal of St. Mark, a Confitantinnp<jIitan, 
who took the name of Gregory XII. This |K>pe, the same 
day hi? was chosen, entered intu the engagemeut, and took tlw 
oatli above-mentioned. 

In the latter end of the next year, the eari of Nortbnmb 
land and the lord Bardolph. who, upon the arreeting of 
archhishop of York and the earl-maratiol, had retreated 
SeoUiUul, and from thence into Wales, returned into Engl 
Wlien ihey came to Thirsk, iu YorkHhiru, they oindc pro^ 
clamation, that those who were well-wialiera to the liberty of 
their countrj* should take up amin and join them. This invi- 
tation took with a great many people, and made the lords a 
considerable body : bnt Sir Ralph llokcsby, the high-sbcrtff 
of York.shiro, not giving them time to grtiw more numcrotv. 
rwsed the posse of the county, and defeated them ne-ar Hawl- 
wood. In this battle the carl was tdain, and the lord Bar- 
dolph, who wvA taken prisoner, died 8oon after of his trouadi. 
Lenis, bishop uf llangor, who went along with the»e birds, Via 
likewise taken pri.wner. Hut not appearing in a milttaiy 
equipage, his life was spared. However, to give him some 
niortifieation, he lost his bishopric, bke Merks of Oarlislct 
under the colour of a translation. 

To go back\%-ard a little this year : in the beginning 
August, one \ViUiam Thorp, a priest. auspcctiHl for a Lol- 
lard^ was brought before archbishop Arundel, and interrogBted 
about his belief. His description of the Church is lame and 
defective, and takes no notice of the necessity of a regolar 
mission or apostolical succesftion. His answer, with reference 
to the holy eucharist, appeal's sound and well guarded : for, 
to deliver his opinion in Fox's words, he affirmed the conse- 
crated bread to ** be our Saviour's body, and that the sacm- 
mcnt of the altar is tlie sacrament of Christ^s flesh and blood, 
in the form of bread and wine." He was over-scrupulous 
about the formalities of taking an oath, and refused to swear 
upon the Bible, imagining it amounted to swearing by llM 
creatures. He seemed to believe himself under one pririlege 
of the apostles, and that he should have an extemporary 



answer given him by the Hoi) Ghost. When one of the 
arcfabiahop's clcrku bid him lay hiK liand upon tlic book, and 
touch the holy (Inspel oftiud, he returned a CAnting answer, 
and told him the holy Gos[iel of God " could not be toucheil 
hy manV liand. For," as he goes on, ** the letter that is 
tonched with man''s hand is not the Gospel, but the sentence 
that is verily believed in man's heart is the Gospc!." His 
whole exantination and defence is too long to insert ; T shall 
only ofaeenre, wo have no reason to question the truth of it, 
flZDoe the vhole narrative, as Fox reports, was penned by him- 
self. 

This historian transcribes another discourse of this Lollikrd^s ; 
it ia called "Thorp's Testament:" it is a violent invective 
against the hierarchy, and discovers a great deal of heat, 
ignorance, and enthusiasm. lEc falls blindly upon the whole 
order, without rescn-e or exception : he insists mainly upon 
reforming the Church to aiwatolical poverty ; . would have the 
InalH^ and priests work for their livings ; and when they 
were past their labour, to gubgtst upon the cliarity of the 
people. He addresses all kings and emperors, loi-ds and 
Isdiea, to reduce the clerg)- to a state of beggary and depend* 
«noe. In short, ho endeavours to raise the govenmient upon 
the Church ; pi*es80S destructive exjicdicnta, charges the people 
to forsake the public communion, and pretends to foretcl, that 
nnlcas the clergy arc thus harassed and renuuiiC(--d. they will 
draw down tlie judgments of Heaven upon the kingdom, and 
the nation will be destroyed with pestilence and famine. His 
reason for exhorting the |>onpIc to desert the communion of 
the then Oiurch is founded upon the misbehaviour of the 
ck^rgy : but this ground is clearly indefeusible. To argue in 
thin manner, is to make the v.ilidity of tlie sacraments depend 
upon the qualifications of the priest, and not upon the institu- 
tion of our Saviour, which doctrine is a contnwUction to 
catholic belief, and expressly condomned in the Articles of the 
Omrch of England. However, after all this furious zeal, false 
inmg, and intemperate railing, Fiix gives Thorp the 
!tcr of a good man, and blessed servant of God. 

Ity the way, uotwitlistanding the provocation of this libel, 
and Thorp's Iwing an active IjolLird for twenty years, he suf- 
fennl no further tlian imprisonment, us far as this historian 
cao didcovcr, I have been the longer upon this btory, to show 
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the temper and complexion of aorae of Fox'h confessors, wd 
to caution the reader a|;!;ainst taking his cltaracters upon 
content. But to g^ve this Thorp his due, notwithstanding be 
was widely mistaken in some points, and Ins spirit Itio modi 
embittered, he seems free from the impressions of int 
and bokU;r prepared for the worst which could happen. 
The next year archbiahop Arimdel convened the 
and cleigj- of his province at Oiford. The design of hoMing 
thn Bynod was to give clieck to the progress of the LoQank. 
and prevent the univcreity*a being further tinctured with that 
persuasion. The provisions agreed on are digested into thir- 
teen chapters or constitutions. By the 



udar Padk- 



I . " No regular or aoeular, unless authorized by the racle- 
siastical law of the realm, or warranted by special privilc^, 
is allowed to exercise tlie function of a prcnchor, or to nialt< 
any dtacotuse in tlic churcli to clergy or laity, in Engbah or 
Latin, without first oSeriiur Iiiiiiself to tlie bishop of the diooes^ 
passing hiH examination, and receiving an authority from hiu 
for tliat purpose : and that stipendiary' curates, who had neitiicr 
title to the parish, nor any special licence from their bi^upi 
should be confineil in their discourses, and tied up to the 

8m ftbdm, matter and method mentioned in archbishop Peckham''s coo* 
stitntions.^ 

II. "No derii or laymaia within the province of Canterboiy, 
was to suffer any person to pruich in any church, church-yard, 
or elsewhere, without proof being first nuule of the mesiaa 
and authority of the said person. The breach of this oonati- 
tution iii punished by interdicting the place."^ 

Hy the way, the constiturions nm all under the authority of 
the archbishop. I sliall tlicrofore translate them in that form. 
To proceed to the 

III. '* Since it is the part of a good husbandman to sow his 
seed upon ground prepared for a crop» we have thought fit tu 
cutumand all persons qualified for the pulpit to have regard tu 
the audience in their sermons. When they preach to tbQ 
dcrgy. to declaim against the failings of lliat order ; and wlaca 
they Imvo the laity for their congregation, to spend their 
discourse against those vices for which they aro most 
remarkable. And as for those preachera, who mianaiwgtt 
themselves ujwn this head, and dilaU' upon improper mftUer. 
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let tlicin be pimislied by their ordinary in pi*oportion to the iiEKRT 
quaJUy of their mmbehaviour.** , *^' , 

IV. " And aince it looka ill, and is scnntUIous for any part fi26. 
^ a body not to agree to the whole it belongs to, we decree 
|Ad ordain, tliat no preacher, or any other person, shall teach, 
preach, or uiaint&in any thing contraiy to the decisions of holy 
Church, with reference to Uie sacrament of the alt-or, niairi- 
mony, confes^on, or any other sacrament or article of faith ; 
nor controvert any point alrea^Iy settled and detemuned ; nor 
^»eak dishonuurably of such deciuioas; nor preach or teach 
UBj heresy or nu»penMiaatun of niiat kind soever. And who- 
BDover, after the publication of these presents, knowingly and 
obstinately presumes to du any thing of this nature, hlialt be 
* ipso facto' excommunicated : from which censure he shall not 
be absolved, excepting at the point of death, without abjuring 
his heresy, and submitting to the penance prescribed by his 
ordinary. And if he happens to Ire convicted of repeating his 
crime after Batisfaction, he sliall be declared a heretic relapsed, 
and his goods confiscated. As for the penance above-men- 
tioned, we appoint it in this manner : viz., that the person 
who lioH preached any heresy, or delivered himself in favour of 
any sect, either publicly or privately, shall be obliged upon 
same Sunday, holy -day, or more, at the discretion of his ordi- 
nary, to make a public recantation nf such sermons or dis- 
couraes before the congregation at churcli ; and likewise preach 
uid mainiwn such orthodox points of doctrine, as stand oppo- 
«ito to his respective errors.'* 

V. ** Aud since on old vessel retains the scent of the liquor 
which wjis first put into it, we ordain, tliat no schoolmasters 
or tutors presume to instruct their Kcholara in the doctrine of 
the sacraments, or any other theological subject, contrary to 
the determinations of the Church ; nor interpret any text of 
Scripture otherwise than it has been anciently expounded ; 
nor permit their scholars or pupils to dispute about the sacra- 
ments, or the catholic faith : and let those who break through 
tills constitution t>e trcato<l as abettors of schism and error, 
Mvl severely punished by the ordinary." 
. VI. "And in regard the new roads in religion are more 
dangenms to travel than the old ones ; we enjoin and requin*, 
tluit no Itook or tract written by John NVicklitf, or any other 
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person cither in WicklifTs time or since, or who, for the 
future, shall write any book upon a s«bjt?ot in divinity, ahiJI be 
eufTercd to be read either in schools, halls^ or any other plaees 
within our province of Canterbury, unless such books shall be 
first examined by the university of Oxford or Cambridge, or, 
at least, by twelve such persons as Rhall be pitched upon for 
that purpose by both or one of the universities, accordii^ m 
ourselves »r our successors shall direct. And after the oxanu* 
nation and approbation of us, our successors, and the parties 
above- mentioned, the said tracts shall be delivered to the sta- 
tioners, to be faithfully copied before they are sold, or other- 
wise disposed of; and the original be laid up and kept in a 
chest of tho university. And if any person shall publicly read 
or maintain any book of tltis kind, not licensed in the manner 
abovc-inciitionud, let hiin l>e prosecuted as a person that makes , 
it his business to spread thu infection of schism and heresy.* 

VII. " It is a dangerous undertaking, as St. Jerome aasuret 
us, to translate the holy Scriptures ; it being very diffieidt in a 
veraou to keep close to the sense of the inspired writers: for, 
by the eonfes^oD of the same father, he had mistaken the 
meaning of several texts. AVc therefore decree and ordain, 
that from hencoforuard no unauthorized person shall tnui»- 
late any part of holy Scripture into English, or any other 
language, under any form of book or treatise : neither ahaD 
any such book, treatise, or vereion, made either in WickliiTa 
lime or since, be read, either in whole or in part, publicly ori 
privately, under the penalty of tho greater excomniunication, " 
till the said translation shall be approved cither by the bishop* 
of the diocese, or a provincial council, as occasion shall 
require." 

VI II. "Further, since the infinite natnro of God c&miot be 
com])rehcnded within logical definitions, nor described by terms 
of philosophy: and St. Augustine tells us, he had often stifled 
truth, and retracted defensible assertions, because they were 
ofTenaive in tlie sound, and shocked the piety of some peo[tli_* : 
we therefore decree, and conjure our charge, as they expect t-o 
answer for their liberty at the great day of account*, tluit 
no person, of whut degree, quality, or condition soever, ufftrs lOi 
propose or maintain any proiKisitions or conduaioius eillierl 
with respect to belief or pracUce, wluch seem lo have an ill 
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face or tcndcnnj: that nn 8iicli propositions be maintained IlKNRY 

tnthttT in HchoolH or elsewhere, though under the guard of a < .^ i 

protestation ; notwithstanding they may possibly be defended 
by the dexterities of logic : (always excepting a Ubcrty for 
opposttiou in the university scboola, and reading in the faculty 
uf divinity:) for, aii St. Hugo declares, ^ MystcriouH pointa in 
Tdigioa, though orthodoxly treated, are often not riglitly un- 
deratood/*" 

Tbc penalty of contravening this constitution is cxcommuni- 
cftlion * ipso facto/ and the person not to be restored without ^27. 
a public recantation. 

IX. " That no person whatsoever presume to dispute, cither 
puUicly or privately, about the articles of beUcf settled by the 
Church, (except it bo to inform himself in their true meauingj 
in tliti dccretum, decretals, our provincial constitutions, or dio- 
eenn synods ; or question the authority of such decrees, decre- 
tals, constitutions, &c. ; or teach any thing contrary to the points 
determined in tliem, especially with reference to the worsliip 
paid to the glorious cross, the images of the saints, the practice 
ivlating to pilgriniages and relics, or the forms of swearing 
aied in the spiritual and civil courts: but that, for the future, 
ihe customary worship given to the cross, to the image of our 
Ssriour, and the rettt of the saint^s in honour of those tfaey 
represent, — lliat the regard paid to relics, the customarj- pro- 
wssiono^ kneeliDg, bowing, incensing, kissing, offering, lighting 
0p tapere, pilgriniagcs, and other marks of religious n^Hiwct, — 
be publicly tanghtand maintained ; together with the lawfulness 
of taking iwitlia by the person's laying his hands upon the holy 
QoRpela, in conformity to the usage rwceivetl bt>th in Church and 
State. And that whosoever teaches and obstinately maintains 
tlio contrary, unless be abjures, and undergoes the discipline 
abof6-inentioned, shall incur the penalty of a heretic relapsed.'* 

X. " We also decree and ordain, that no clerk or chaplain 
shall be allowed to officiate in any part of our province in which 
he w«a not ordained, without lett^'n* dimiasory from hia dio- 
oesan, together witli a recommendation in writing from such 
otlicr bishops in whose diocese he has since resided for any 
IsDgth of time: in which testimonials wo require express 
mention to be made of his morals and behaviour, and whether 
ho h» lain under the blemish of abetting new doctrines or not. 
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And iiukuB this u>qnii7 be made, and tlwao pracanlioiia takaa, 
both the priest that offidates, and ihoea who entertain hba br 
tliat purpose, shall be punislwd at the pleasure of the oHi- 
narv." 

Xi. " The eleventh confititutiou complains, ttie enon of Iht 
Lollimk had seiaed tlie untvereity of Oxford in aome neann: 
thitrefum, U) stop tht; spreading of misbehL>C and preTmt the 
fountain from bcin? poisoned^ it ia dectved by tiip liynod, that 
every warden, niaatcr, or principal, of any college or hall, ifaril 
be obliged to inquire, at Ipast every month, into the opinioaaaDd 
prineipli^ of the t«tudenLa in thtjir rct«poctivc hoosea ; and if ihcj 
find tlieui tiiaintain any thing repugnant to the CAlholic faith 
or good manncrB, to admonish ibum of lb<;ir errors ; and, pro- 
vided they shall relapse, or continue ob8tinati\ to expel thctn : 
and in ca^ i)k said wardens, &c.. shall fail to do thetr 
duty, they shall lose their preferment, and bo excoautnni- 
cated.-* 

This conatitutiuD is set forth to bo made by tbi* authority of 
the archbistiop, at the request of the proctors of all tlic cler|; 
of tbft province of Cantarbur}', and by tho assent and conaeot 
of all th? btfLho|» and other prelates in that convocation, and by 
the proxies of those prelates wlio were alaent. By the preblsi, 
contradistinguished from bitUio(«, are meant abbots di-<«ns, aad 
archdcttcona. And here Lindn'oo<l observes, there is oo iwosa- 
sity of summoning any nf the clergy, cxceptir^ biahopa, to a 
provincial oouncU. From whence it ia evident, he must he of 
opinion tlic ecdetiiaalical legislature is nliolly lodged in thai 
order. However, be granUt, that, in ca»e tbo inferior pretaioi 
and clerg)- appear, they are to be admitted; and, which b 
more, when their particular iiiiorest is concomcd, they oi^it 
to \k summoned tbitliLT. JUul tliat the legi»la.tivc or decnvieg 
power lay wlwlly in the bishops, appears further by the tcnoor 
of the archbishop^s mandate to the bishop of London to publish 
these constitutions. The mandate ruits thus : *' Cum in nostro 
prorincioli eonsilio nuper Oxonii cclebrato, de cottalio ct 
aaaensu vestris, et oliorum vencrabilium confratnim otaaAa^ 
oeormu nnsfcronim, ad instauteni petitioncm totius deri nostri 
Coiituariensis provtncin, oertaa conatitntioDes provincials 
derimne," A;c. Thus we see the constitutions roceivt-d 
authority from the asisent of the archbishop and hia suf 
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that the business of the inferior clergy was ouly to solicit illvNR7 
()etiliuu. To proceed : — . J > 

XII. "By the twelfth, those who break any of the fore- f^(.'^'^-^( 
going constitutions, Ix^sides their l>oinp liable to the penalties f'""»|t. 
aborc-meiitionefl, are dwlarud incapable for three years of put's. ' 
May eodeeiaatical preferment in the province of Canter- ^ii^n,' 
hntyJ" (Wii. 

XIU. The thirteenth, relating only to the form and expedi- ^>rimait. 
tloo of t>ie process agaimt those suspected of heresy, 1 sludl ^"^661°^' 
pttse it over. Kllii^tbi' 

lib. 5. tit*. 

This year, about the beginning of November, the cardinal uf «i i!pj„r. 
Bourdoaux arriviMl in KnHand. He was sent from the coljpee ]*«'«•■ Hi»t. 
to mfonn the king ami iho English clergy of the insincerity of "«n 
pope Gregory XII. He had already made his complaint upon ^u,^. 
thiv head to the French king and the Gallican Church. The "j^j'^j^ 
JMi^jii was to eng^e Lhc^e two crowns to intcipfse their lAim. 
authority to prevail with Gregory to make good the oath lie 
had taki-n at hl^ coming to the chair ; that is, to resign, upon 02S. 
oonditiun his rival wa^ brought to the same terms. The French 
king, approriog the cardinal\'i motion, sent an emb&tay to pope 
Gregory^ to dispose him to a compliance, but received a shufHiDg 
AiiBwer. The French king, therefore, governed himself by the 
resolutions of the uuivcrsitios of Paris, Boulogne, <.>rlcaiu, 
Toulouse, and Montpehcr: and, to avoid the danger of abet- 
ting the tjichinm, refused to owu either of tlie coni[K-titorH till 
the division in the Church was closed. As for the king of 
£nglaod, when he understood the cardinal's bti-siness, he treated WiU«JaK- 
him hoDOlirably, and assigned him a large allowance out of the ^'^'j "'•*■ 
exchequer. r *r7. 

And since the t«-o pojiea, Beunet XIII. and Gregory XIT., 
kept np their counter-pretenHions, and refused to acquiesce, the 
cardinaH thinking it necessary to ap])ly to a further cvpedient, 
convcucd a general council at Pisa, in Italy. Upon the notice 
of theae proceedings, the archbishop of Canterbury summoned a mmn- 
a conTocation to London, to cliooee repreaeotatives to tlie Pisan cjj^^rf. 
council. And l»ere, Henry ChirJiely, bishop of St. David's, ^;;;*3fJJ|^ 
Robert Allen, bishop of Salisbury, and the prior of Canterburj-, c^im fin. 
were choaeo dckgatea. The king had alrendy despatched his 
amfattnadorx. Sir Julm Colvilo, knight, and Mr. Nicluihis Hix- 
lon, dork, to |mpo Gregorj- and the caixlinak, to dispiiw theui 
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to an accomtucMlation. Desidcs other infftmciions, the; bad 

lettent to [>iipc tirof^ry and the cardiDolis. l*art uf LhakUtc 
to the pope runs ihiis : — 

** Must hoi; father, would the apostolic sec bo pleMod 
conaidtT to what degree the present scliisin httft erobwiiflMd 
and cnihroilod Chrislcudoau and liow many tbouaoDd lives hare 
been lost in the field in this quarrel : were this th u ro u ghly ooo- 
siderud, wc pcrsiiadc ourselves your boUneaB would be moat 
sensibly afflicted, and wrought up te a consdeotioos diaposiliea 
to quit your station, rather than sufTer under the impatAiJoa of 
keeping up tlio divi^iuns in the Church, :ind fencing agaiaBt 
peace nith cvauvc answers : for wore your holiness inflnwcied 
by seniceable motives, you would be governed by the tender- 
no88 of the true mother who pk-aded before king StJomon, and 
nther 'rt»ign tlte child/ than suQcr it to 'be cat in pieces;* 
andf notwith»tandiQg your new creation of nine canCnali 
might possibly hare no intention to perpetuate the iichiiHn, — 
though, by the way^ tliis, as it is said, was a direct breach of 
your oath, — but. notwitlistaodiug this creation may poasibly be 
reooncilod to a fiur meaning, yet. since it Iiaa an iU ooloar, yon 
ought not to abide by it, nor rest upon any metkaorca whi 
may blemish your character in point of probity or condi 
lest, by such a latitude, the last error should be worst tUaa 
fiwt." 



To make this adnce the more significant, the king di* 
another letter to the cardinals, part of which is transcribe^ 
Watsingltam, and stands thus : — 

tiia Liitr ta " Ik'ing desirous to give proof of our zeal for procuring 
Mb. peace of the Church, wc have written to his hohness : a copy I 

which is inclosed to your eminences, whom we earnestly 
that, in case the &aid Oregory shall repair to the counetl' 
Pisa, and, pun^uaut to his oath, resign the {lapauy, and gi 
your eminences and us due satisfaction, that then you will mi 
such a provision for him, and agree upon such moasures for 
iotorcst of U»e Chui-ch, as may be most acceptable to the IHviiJ 
Mi^eety : that both ourselves, and Gregory — for whose hon< 
we IiBve a regard,— may be obliged to thank you for 
expedient." 
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Ani^ here we are t/i oliwrvp, iliat, during this (^thiam, the iiF.sfti 

archbt&hop proposed in convocation, that the Pctor-pence . L^^ 

should be sequestered into the king'B hands till the breach 
«M closed. This expedient being agreed to hy the king and 
the dcrgy, the money was disposed uf accordingly. 



To proceed : the cardinals of pope Orectory's party began the 
motion for holding a general council. These prelates, meeting 
at Leghorn upon the first of July this year, published their 
reasons for quitting pope Gregory in a nmntfesto, and pressed 
all litoso in his interest tn withdraw their ol>edience» and join 
with liiem to promote; the nnion of Christendom. At last, after 
•evcnJ consultations, that division of the college which adhered 
to Beniict XIII. came over to the other fiarty : and thus, the 
eardinalti on both sides, luing agreed in the union-project, gave 
noticj? to the western princes and prelates of the holding a 
general cnoncil at Pisa, njwn the twenty -fifth of March next 
ensuing. It was likewise resolved by the cardinals, that the 
two rival [lopes sliould be summoned to Pisa, and admonished 
to aobniii to the council : and that, in caao of their refusal, 
the council should be held notwithstanding, and tako such 
measures as should be thought proper for the repose of the 
Church. 

The council was held accordingly at the time prefixed, and 
consisted of twenty-two cardinals, four )>atnarchs, twelve arch- 
biabopa, present, besides fourteen of that distinction represented 
by proxy ; fourscore bishops in person, beside the representa- 
tives of those absent ; fuurscorv and seven abbotSi not to 
mention tlie ambassadors of most of the princes iu Europe ; 
the d<_'>puties of tlie moat celebrated universities, of the chapters 
of cathedral churches, &c. 

This numerous synod, after their preliminarj* diacusainns in 
thirteen sessions, gave their definitive sentence in tJio four- 
teenth. In this session, they declared Peter de Luna, for- 
merly called Bennet XI I L, and Angelas Corarius, who went 
by the name of Gregory Xll., to be notonous and incorrigible 
schismatics and heretics, and guilty of plain [>erjury. Which 
imputations being evidently proved, they deprived thcin lioth of 
their titles and authority ; pronounced the apostolic see vacant, 
and all the censures and promotions of these pretended po|>ee 
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Toid uid of Done «Aeet. And lAer this amtenee, tbey ^v* 
Dotioe to an kii^&, princes, {atnardw, akraUiidbaps, bidufa, 

&<?., not to acknowieJce orther of them. 

After ibc council had thas Boleoinl/ deposed Gregofy uA 
Beooet, «bo T«fiiaed to appear, t^ cardinals unanitnnwily 
pitched up«t Peter de Gaadia, cardinal oT Milan : who, upon 
fak dectioa, took the name of Alexander V^ presided in the 
council, and re-incorpontcd the two dinsioas of the cmnfimh 
in one coU^e. 

This year, in Lent, one Badby, a Bmith, was coanctcd of 
heresy : the article upon which be vas east was the aacnuneni 
of the altar, which he affimit^l, an Walttngham report^ wm 
not the body of Chrirt. ; but a thing without fife, and, upas 
that score, more contemptible than a toad ur q«der. la 
short, refusing to come up to the eenac of transubstuikik- 
tion, and abjure his opinion, he was delivered to the aeedbr 
magistrate. Upon his being brought into SmithficM to be 
hnnit, prince Henry came tu him to persuade liim to retract 
his errors: but Badby reCusng to live upon that conditiuo, 
was put into a tun, and the fire kiudled about hun ; but girin^ 
very sensible signs of the torture he endured, the prince, oal 
of compassion, ordered the fire to be removed ; and Umb 
coming up to him, made him a prnniise of llTe, [tardon, and an 
allowance Arom the exchequer for a mainlenanre, prorided be 
would alter his persuasion, and recant : but Kadby''s conscience 
Dot giving him leave to comply with this oflbr, let the execution 
proceed, and was burnt tu aslies. 

This year, in the beginning of Lent, the pariiament being 
dummoned to ^^''efttmin9t(?r. the commons ptvsented a petition 
by way of bill to the king, to disseixe the Church of her ten- 
poralitics : it was drann up in this form : — 

*' To the lung's most excellent majesty, aJid all the lorda b 
pariiament assembled, the lu}'al commons humbly supjgest, 
that in case our sovereign lonl the king shnll think fit to lakv 
away the estates possessed by the bishops. ubl>ots, and priors, 
q>ent at present upon grandeur and unnecessary Bgure, thv 
crown nod kingdom will receive great advantage by such mea- 
sures : for by the seizure of these estates, the king will be 
enabled to create and provide for fifteen earb, fifteen hundml 
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knij^htA, six thousand two hundred esquires, and make a suffi- 
cieat settlement for a hundred new huspitaJs/* 
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Bui H aeeniH when they were required to bring in a vaJun- 
tion of the lands, and prove the ftind would answer the length 
of the projoct, they &iled in the computation. Jicsidcs, the 
king uas much displeased with the injustice of the niulion, and 
ehargtd the commons not to presume to offer him any such ^^■»'«*"«- 
btll for the futurp. The Lollard mombera of the commons^ as Aivgi parff. 
Walaingham calls them, miasing this point, moved earnestly, 
that clerlffi convicted should for the future be kept in tlic 
king*8 prisons, and not in the bisliops' : hut they miscarried 
Ukcwiae in this bu&ineas. They putitiuned, further, that the 
Ute statute agauiiat the Lollards might either be n^pealed, or 
at lettst alto-ed in some branches. The ({ualiR cations they 
iOBtstcd on i^'ere these: titat such persons sthieh should be 
arrested by virtue of the said statute might bo bailed, 
aod finely make tht^Ir purgatiou, and timt they may not be 
arreated, excepting by the shenlfs, or such like uflicen) : and f^'otuni't 
that no havoc should be made of their goods. 



rather nr hm 



To this the king's answer was, that he would 
braghten tlian abate the rig^iur of that act. On the 
hand, a bill was brought in, in behalf of the crown, that in n;ry<tf^ 
cue there should not be a session of the lordn and commons nf^.ni//A<- 
every yew, the king might collect n tenth upon the clergy, f^^""*' 
and a fifteenth upon the hiity, during such intervals of parU&> 
m«nt. Kut tliis act, notwithstanding it was proposed for no 
longer tlian the kingV life, it would not paas. 

The next year, \Vickliff"8 opinions were condemne<l at a full ^ j,. uio 
coogr^ation tn Oxford. The censure, by the chancellor's J*'*^f/'* 
order, was pronounced by John Wells, doctor of the canon ««»™/ ■'/ 
law. And here abuut t-ighty, or, as some report, two hundred ^°'^^' 
conHusiuns in WicklifTa btxiks, wcru publicly condcnmed by 

the university ; anil all members of tluit society forbidden to 

tescli. preach, or maiutam, any or tboae censurfu propositions, p .vu 
niMWr tbo penalty of lotting their respectire degrees. And to ^^^ 
nuUto this order the more regarded, the censured books were ^o'*'"* 
bomt at the same time. f. 30i. 

But, as it happened, thc«e opinions of Wickliff, instead of 
being stifled, gained ground by this opposition, and his bookn 
were more valued tlian before. Archbishop Arundel Iwmg 



288 



ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY [hook 



Ab|t, VaaU 

G30. 
A. D. un. 

Tiatium- 
Venifyre- 
/iuato 
iiAmil (if 

barjf'* 
rwrt a f in w . 



nfitmdio 

ffivrn fiT iKf 
arfUitMhirp. 
»W Ol- 
lortiiMi uf 
Rwonli. 
num. 51. 

Ex Roi. in 
Tur. Liond. 
WotHt. llUt. 

AWM^r- 
ui«nt,p.4K. 

twinwrmfy i» 
fate tJLfv 

mnUkdHyM 



informed how the case stood, resoIveJ io v'wit tlw unhrer^ty, 
aud afiply to some further remedy. Uc wont down mth the 
earl of Arundel, his nephew, and a pompous retinue. Wten 
lie came near tlic town, he was wet by Ricliard Courten«y, the 
chanceDor, by the proctors, and a numeroas aj^iearance of the 
masters and students. The chancellor told the arcbbulwp, 
that if tie came only to see tlie town^ his grace wua very wel- 
come ; but if he came with the character of a viiutor, he disured 
him to take notice, tliat the miiveraity of Oxford had lain 
many years under the pri>'ilege of the pope's bull, and bcco 
exempted from episcopal and archiepiscopal jurisdiction. The 
archbishop rcficntod the receiving so unc.\|>ectcj a check, left 
Oxford in a day or two, and wrote the king an account i>f his 
di.sappuintment. 

Upon this, the heads of the university were sent for up In 
court, and the chancellor and proctors turned nut of Ihii'r 
office. The students were so far disconcerted with these rigouts, 
tlmt they discontinued the public lectures, and were even upon 
tlie point of bre:ikitig up and disailving their body. 

The king being informed of what passed, sent thom a mpn- 
manding letter at first ; but afterwards was plea.sed to trait 
them more gently. In sliort, after a warm contest between 
the university and the aixrhbislinp, both parties agreed to refer 
tlte matter to the king; who, undertaking the cause, oi^ 
dered the point should rest upon the foot it had formerly been 
settled by king Rieliard II. And thus judgment waagivcnfor 
the archbishop. This award was aflenvards confirmed by ad 
of parliament. The archbisliop, to fortify himself further, pro- 
cured a bull from pope John to revoke the ex«nption privile^ 
granted to the university by Doniface. But this bull of revi^ 
cation was aftenvards voided by Sixtus IV., who, as much 
as in him lay, restored the university to their former immuni- 
ties. As tu tlie king's decbiou, provided tlic univereicj did 
not abide by it, but disturb the archbishop or his suceesaon 
in their vi.sitntion, they were to forfeit a thousand pounds, and 
their franchises be seized, and remain in the king's tiaods, till 
they submitted to tlie award. 

About the time the king ende<I this controvert^-, a mnvocai- 
tion was held at St. Paurs, London : an<l here the prelates 
and others of tlie clergy complained of the growth of Wick- 
leritism at Oxford, and pressed the archbishop tu visit IHaI 






university: "a university,"' Ihey raiil, "which v/ns formerly ilKNKV 

the seat of learning aiitl virtue, a Bupport to the Catholic laitli, . . 

and a place of exemplary ol>edience and good behaTiour.'^ Btit 
Uiat now the students were strangely degenerated, strove to 
distinguish theniM-Ivcs by contumacy and rebellion, and made 
H their bu&inees to sow tares amongst the wheat. They added 
further, that this hctei-odux party in the uuiverhity liad robbed 
the treasuf)-, and, without thtj privity of the doctors and nias- 
tera, made use of the public seal to give a recommendation to 
heresy. Upon tliia complaint, the archbishop wrote to the 
chancellor, doctors, and n^dbters, to give them notice be in- 
tended to hold a visitation in St. Mary's church. His dele- 
gates fur tliis purpose were sent down soon after, and admitted 
by the university : wbu, to utake some batisfaetiun for thL>ir \V90d. 
backwardness in I't-iiMuring WickhfTs opinions, wrote to the |.''^ i*;'"^!, 
archbiahop, and a.sked his pardon. )■ '^•'^■ 

Soon after the regeuta met in congregation, and chose ^ fmmiti^ 
twelve nf their body to examine heretical bunks, and [larticu- )l(,fiwurr 
larly Wickhfl"s. The names of this committee arc these :— iZ^'"^ 



Master \Villiam Ufford, a Carmelite. 

Thomas Claxton, a Uominican. — These two were heads 

of religious houses. 

John Laiigdou, formoHy a monk of Christ's Church, 



I 



Canterbury, now of Canterbury College^ Oxford, and after- 
wanU bishop of Rochester. 

John Wytfmham, fellow of New College, who was, as 



it were, chairman to the committee, and should have been 
first mentioned. 

BocM^rt in Dtmnity. 

Robert Gylbert, of Merton College, aftenvards binltop 



of IxHidon. 

John Lucke, of the same college. 

Bicliard Cartysdale. 

■^^— Richard Snedvaliam. 



Stwlent* in Ditinitff. 
• Richard Memmjiig, afterwards bishop of Lincoln. 

VOL. 111. u 
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AKUN- Master Thomas Hodboum, of Merton OoIlegCf aftenwik 
Abp.Cuit. bishop of St, David's. 



Robert Uondbiuy, 
Richard Grasdalc. 



These inquisitors iuto heretical pravitv met uitb nppneilioo 
in their progress. Some of tbo univcrsitv were so hardj as to 
remonstrate agiunst their cominisslon, and declare against the 
late constitutions of archbishop Arundel. John Lucke, nbovo- 
mentioned, Rowland Rriee, John Kcrby, and Robert Burton, 
UBed their interest to prevent a submission to the eud con- 
Btitntions : but at last, when the archbishop threatened to 
excommunicate them, they gave over and recanted. 

And thus, at last-, the diOicultics beinj? surmounted, and tlw 
Lollard parly overborne, the delegates entered upon their 
function, made an extract of exceptionable propositions out of 
6S1 . ^S'icklifl^s works, and certified the archbishop and his sufba- 
gans what they had done. ^^^H 

flHtaiv "^^^ censured conclusions drawn out of Wiekliff^s n-orks 
iJSJXt* un*!'?'' these titles : from his tract entitled, 
umtJ^ag ' Sermo Dei in Monte,' or ' Our Saviour's Sermon upon the 
Mount,* containing four books, seventy-four censured propo- 
rtions. 

' Dg Simonia,* twenty-four. 

* De Pcrfcctione Statuiun/ nine. 

* De Ordine ChriatJanD,'' thirty-three. 

* His Trialogue,' in three books, twenty. 

* His Dialogue,' fifteen. 
' De Arte Sophistica;* in the third part of that 

twenty. 

* Of Civil Qovernment ;' divided into three books, forty-four. 

* De Diabolo et Membris suis.' five. 

* De Dotatione Cie^nrea,'' fourteen. 
' Rcsponsioad Argiimentum Monachi de Salley,'' eleven. 

* Responsio ad Argumenta Strode,' nine. 

* De Confessione,' five. 

* De Versiitiis Pseudo-CIeri,' four. 

These conclusions were transmitted to the archbishop, who 
cunfimied the censure of the committee ; and, by the consent 
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of the suflVagane, Boot an authority tn mnting to some eminent 
members of the univereity he could coiitide in, empowering 
them to inquire into those suspected of heterodnxy, and oblige 
them to declare their opinions. This order was immediately 
seconded with a letter from the king, commanding that such 
unorthodox persons should either be imprisoned, or put into 
Ihe archbishop's hands. These rigours of .\nindel made him 
extremely liatcd by the \V'icklevite party, who sometimes used 
to compliment him with a cursing letter. However, he went 
on with his prosecution, and solieited the pope to condemn 
the conclusions abnve-montinncd, and furnish him with a hull 
for the digging up WickliflTs bones. The pope granted the 
first, but refused the latter, not thinking it any useful part of 
discipline to diitturb the ashes uf the dead. 

The next year, the parliament met at Westminster, on the 
third of November. In tliis sesfiiun it was moved, Uiat no 
Welshman, bishop or others, might ho justice, chamberlain, 
chanoellar. treasurer, sheriff, or enjoy any other office what- 
soever, in any part of Wales, or be of counsel to any English 
lord, notwithstanding any [>atcnt, witli a clause of *'' non ob- 
stante" to the contrar)'. The king refused to pass this bill, 
and assigns this as the reason of his denial, that he had found 
the Welsh bishops good and loyal tiubjects. 

Sir John Tiptoft, afterwards earl of Worcester, remon- 
stimfced to tliis parliament against the Lollards. This motion 
amda a strong impression upon the lords, and put them upon 
addressing t-he king to protect the rights of the Church, and 
not give way to the solicitations of that faction. I shall 
transcribe the address In Mr. Fuller^ words, who abridged it 
•nry carefully from the Tower Records. 

" To our im>8t rtdonhted and nradout iovtmign ihs kinc. 

" Your humble son, Henry, prince of Wales, and the lords 
spiritual and temporal in this present parliament^ humbfy 
show, that the Church of England liath been, and now ia, 
endowed witli t niporal possessions, hy the gifts and grants, as 
well of your royal progenitors, as by the ancestors of the said 
lords temporal, to raaint^un divine service, keep hospitality, 
&c. to the honour of God, and the sonls' health nf your pro- 
gmitom. and the said lonls temporal. 



HKNRY 
IV. 



I'/ lie (vm- 
firmtJij/ 

Ih.d. p. aM. 



A. n. 1412. 



Fiillw'i 
Cli. Hilt, 
book 4. 
p. 1«1. 



Fl!ll«'» 

<t. Hitt. 
book!. 



A» oMreu 

ipirilmUmml 
ttui p crmlfor 

prtatni»a 




S92 



ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY [.oo. - 



ARLN- 



632 



** Yet now of late soioe. at the instigation of the ea^in;, 
against tbe aforesaid Church and prelates^ ttavc, aa «dl is 
public sermons as in conrentieles, and secret places alU 
achoob, stirred and moved the people of your kingdom to tib 
away the said tcmpund poeaessioDs from the amid preblM. 
with which they are as rightly mdowed, an it hath hem, or 
might be, best admed or imagined by the lawH and custom of 
your kingdom, and of which they are as surely iKwaeand. » 
the lords tempornl are of their inheritances. 

" Wherefore, in case that tliis ^il purpose be not iiniifr^ 
by your myal majesty, it is ver)- Ukely, that iu prooeas of tjaot 
they will nlfto cxcito the p<>ople of your kingdom for to take 
away from tiic said lords temporal their posoefBions and heri- 
tages, so to make them common to the open eoromotioo uf 
your people. 

*' Tliere be also othera who publish, and cause to be fwb- 
lishcd, evilly and falsely among tlie people of your kingdom, that 
Richard, late kint; of England, (who is gone to Gf>d, and on 
whose soul God through his grace have mercy,) ia stUl aKve. 
And some have written and published divers false pretended 
prophocioB tu tlie people ; disturbing tbuni who would, to their 
power, live i>e8C«ibly, serve i^iod, and faithfully submit Mid 
obey you their liege lord. 

" Wherefore may it please your roral majesty, in niaiote- 
nance of the honour of God, conservation of tho Uwb of holy 
Church, as also in preservation of you. your children, and the 
lords aforesaid, and for the quiet of all your kingdom, to ordiia 
by a statute in the present parliament, by the assent of the 
lords aforesaid, and the commons of your kingdom, that 
case any man or woman, of what estate or condition they 
preai^, publisli, or maintain, hold, use, or exercise, any scbook; 
if any aeot or doctrine hereaf^r against tlic Catholic foith, 
either preach, publish, roaintain, or wnte a schedule, whereby 
the people may be moved to take away the temporal 
aiona of the aforesaid prelates ; or preach and publish, t 
Richard, late king, who is dead, should still be rn full Ufe ; 
that the foni in Scotland ts that king Hichanl who is dead 
or that publish or write any pretended prophecies to the 
motion of your people : 

*' Tliat they and every of them, be takoa, and put in prtnn^ 
without being dehvered in bail, or otherwise, exespfc by good 
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id Buffident nminpnBC', Ut be taken before tho chancellor uf HENnv 
DgUzkd,*^ &c. ^■ 

To proceed. In the last j-ear of king TTcnr)''s reign, a great 
iincil was heltl at ^Vh^te Friars, in London, at which on 
tpedition for the Holy I^and was resolved on. Itseema the 
Sng thought liiinsolf obhged to attempt the rucorer)- of Jeru- 
fclein from tho inHdoU. There were great preparations made 
r tfaia enterprise : but when the king was fully furnished with 
ips, men, and treasure, and ready to embark, he was seized 
ih an apoplexy, and died on tlie twentieth of March : he Tk* diak y 
red forty-Hix years, and reigned thirteen and five months. *"'' ' 
le had issue by thn laily Mary, daughter to Humphrey IBohun^ //•» immB. 
id of Hereford, Henr\-, prince of \Valcs ; Thomas, duke of 

PBce ; John, duke of Bedford ; Humphrey, duke of Glouccs- 
'Btanche, duchess of Havana ; and Philippa, queen of Uen- 
ark. Hy his last (jueen, Jane, Ik* had nn children. He was 
prince of a martial and enterprising genius: neither was his 
knbition leas than his courage. Had he rot been too mnch 
iTomcd by this passion, he would never have treated his 
vereign so ruggedly, overlooked the regards of nature and 
ity, and broke through the constitution to make his way to 
,c throne. The taxes in his reign were very frequent, and 
t hea\7 on the fortunes of the subject ; but, in Holiiishcd''s 
piaiou, the |>euple desur\-ud to be thus haraastKl, for being so 
trward in the revolt, and giving him their assistance for de- Uoi,„i, 
Dnng their rightful and natural prince, king Richard. p- ^l- 

King Henry IV. was succeeded by his eldest son, Hcnrj*, *; » l*tl 
rince of Wales, who was crownwl upon the ninth of April fol- t^imilu 
wing. This prince, upon his accession to the throne, took up Ji^^J^jJ^ 
new way of living, and gave over the intemperate sallies V""*^- 
kr which he had been somewhat remarkable in his father's 
me. And, whereas he liad fonnpriy afR'<Tt«d the convcrsa- 
on of libertines, he now discouraged tho«e infeclinus people, 
■kod baniKhed them tho court. In short, he endeavoured to 
brisg probity and i-eligion into credit, and preferred none to 
honoar and trust but persona of merit and sobriety. He 
I the elerg^- to instruct their people, to be exemplary 
liTca, and act up to their character. He likewisu pnt 
in mind or disi'liarging their duty to Hod and their 
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ABXJH- prince, to be true to tbe eogigeaKiita of marriige. and snid 
j^^^l^ peijury and pro&ae aweftriog. 

There «aa a ooaToaUioa hdd U Su PaaTs, Londoo. tka 
y«ar, wh«re, at the king's bstaoce, tbe fesUnl ot St. Gvocfr 
was onlered to be kept with greater aolenmitT. 

About this time, a» Walaongfaam reporta, the Lobdi 
appeared vcr)- lively, and began to meoaee the gw r wiuiwu L 
To make their party tbe iDore fonnidabte, they pasted up 
papers opon the chtircb-dooca io LoodoD, pretBadiag tfaaa> 
•dves a hnndred thcnuand liniog ; and thai Qtey wan mJf 
to take tbe field against all those who refiued to become their 
psoaelrtee. 

They g^*' thus hardy, it is said, by the coontenanee of uae 
Sir John Oldckstle. This gcuUeman, who had the title of locd 
Cobfaam, was a man or brains and ooorage, a good officer, bnl 
a Tioleiit enemy to the then Church. The king vah»d (am 
much for these qualities, but had no good opinion of bk 
belief. 
y*> f '» ■ * The cooTocatioa sitting at this time, examined the conipbinlM 
lib apinst Sir John OldcasUe: and lien?, Dpon inquiry, he Mi 
fooad to baT« been the pnacii>al abettor of the LoUards. espt- 
eially in the dkweaee of London, Rochester, and UerefoH: 
thai ha had broke through the proTincial const! tutionSf and 
put theeo oten opon preaching without a licence from thdv 
ocdinanes : that he had countenanct'd their meeting with Ui 
OODpany, and made use of threatenir^ and force agunst thoM 
who endeavoured to reetnin them : that, amooget other thiapi 
he affirmed the archbiabop of Cantcrbory and his mffiagus 
had no authority to make any such constitutions : and that his 
opinion cuoccming the aacnuucnt of the altar, penance, |A> 
grioMgea, and the power of tbe keys, was diflenent from ths 
U^lief of tbe Roman Church. Upon this representation, the 
arclibi^iop was desired by the convocation to form a proceai 
against S^ Jchn Oldcastle. The archbishop, in deferenoe to 
the king* and regard to Sir Jtihn's quality, was willing to nuke 
633. nae of the gentlest expedient : and therefore, in the fiivtplaee^ 
he waited ou the king, and informed him of Sir John's |>riQO»- 
plea and bohaviour. .And thus, the king being wilhag lo 
rMover hini without ocnsutv, the matter natad for aonw tin*. 
But at last, perceiving there were no hopes of altering his par* 







don, he acquainted the archbishop with hia inBexlbleuesB, HBNRY 
that he \\ad takoii a great deal uf ]>ain.<t with him to no 



Upon th», archbishop Arundel sent a messenjster to Sir John 
Oldcastle, to summon him to ap{H.>ar before him upon the 
>nd of September, and au&wcr to the articlea above- 
leaUoned. Sir John Oldcastle told the messenger he should 
no notice of the Buninions. Wlien the day came, the 
lop finding him a-sgood an his word, and being informed 
fortified his castle, and publicly declared against the 
itbortty of bis metropolitan, had him publicly cited in form ; 
id, at last, perceiving he refused to appear, pi-occoded to Hr rtfiun 
'excommunication. After tliis censure, he sent him another » ^j^. ' 
auinioona to appear before liim on the festival of St. Matthew, "">«»'*<'■ 
to diow cause why he Fhonld not pronounce him guilty of 
tere^ and schism, and apply to the aid of the secular power, 
iring this interval, Sir John Oldcastle was seized, and, at the ("S^^"^, 
[day prefixed, vas brtiught to St. PauPs before the archbishop, omtbnufkt 
y Sir Hobert Murley, lieutenant of the Tower. SSSswi. 

The archbiiihop reported tlie order of the process to htm, 
iw he had Ijet'n informed against, cited, and exuomnuinioated 
his contumacy ; declaring witliol, tlial he was ready to 
Ive him from the cenmire : bnt he, refusing to move for 
absolution, told the archbishop he was very willing to give him 
an account of his belief. Upon tliis, he pulled a paper out of ff- ^'"^ 
his bosom, read it, and gave it to tiic archbiuliop. The arch- o/kn/uUk 
biabop told him tlie tenour of his pa{>nr was good in tlie main, uti^^bT^ 
and contained a great many Catholic truths : howovcr, it did ««*"y 
not give a full answer to the articles objecteil against him. 
Ho therefore dei>ired him to deal clearly, and declare hia 
opinion in the following points : bh, — 

Firet, Whether he believed the matter or substance of 
brrnd remained after conaecratioii in the sacrament of the altar * 
He ma asked furtlier, Whether he believed it necessary to 
oonfioM to a priest lawfully ordained ? To this his answer was. 
That he would not make any other declaration of his faith than 
what was already contained in his paper. Upon this the arch- 
bishop recited the decision of the Church of Home as to theee 
pointa : adding withal, that the belief of that Church Iwing 
grounded on the testimonies of St. Auguatioc, St. Jerome, St. 
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Ambrose, and other fatberB, all CalhoHcs were to be concltulc 
by it. To tUifi Sir Johii replied, Tiiat hu was willing to Bubruil 
his iKlii^f and practice to the dctemiinatious of hol^ Gharth; 
but would not coofesa the pope, the cardinals, the archbisbopB, 
and bisliops, to be any part of that authority. The archbiabop^ 
hoping to gain him, gave him four d&ytC time for a furtiier 
anawcr. 

Upon tlu> five-a]id-twentieth of September, be was brought 
again by the lieutenant of the Tower before the arnhbiuhop; 
the bishops of London, Winchester, and )Ungor» sitting upon 
the bench with him. The archbishop desired Sir John to move 
for the absolution of the Church in the customary form, lie 
replied he would beg al^olution of none but God Aliuiglily. 
After this, the archbishop de«in>d him to uiake an exprra 
declaration concerning the sacrament of the altar. To which 
he gave thia answer : that as Christ, when upon earth, consisted 
of the divine and human nature, hia divinity being concealed 
under his humanity, so in the sacrament of the altar, tfiere ia 
both a real body nod real bread : that the bread ia tlie object 
of our sight ; but that the body of Clirist, contained or shrouded 
under it, is imperceptible to our senses. When he wna preset 
closer to the point of transubstantiation, he declared expressly 
againat it : adding withal, thxt the common belief in this arti- 
cle was a contradiction to the holy Scriptures ; that the d( 
aion was modern ; and that the Church did not Tarj* thus fr 
the old standard till she was poisoned by being eudowed. And 
as to penance and confession, he nflirmcd, that if ajiy peraon 
hapt>ened tn 1)0 under the mi^^fortune uf any great crime, and 
was not in a condition to disentangle himself, he conceived it 
would be a^lviaable to make use of the direction of some hoty 
and discreet priest ; but then he did not think there wss an;r 
necessity of confc-ssing to the parish curate, or any other of 
that character : for that, in this case there needed no more 
than contrition to cancel tlie fault, and restore the penitent. 
Touching the worshipping the cross, he maintained that only 
tlie Ijody of Christ, which hung upon iho crnss, ought to 
be adored. And being further interrogated what regard a-as 
to be paid to the resemblance of that cross, to this he replied 
directly, that all the reverence he could pay, n-as only to clean 
it and keep it Imndsomely. Ileing interrogated further about 
the power of " the keys," and what his opinion was of 
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icfaanetor and authority of the po|)0, of the archbishops and llENitr 
'liuhops, he luade uo scruple to declare tliat the pope was down- . 

i^^t AnticliriRt, and the h(>ad of that party ; that the bishopA 
were the members, and the friars the hinder pailf^, of this 
anticliristiaii society ; that we ought to obey neither pope nor (i34. 
preJatee, any further timn their virtue and probity could com- fj^^"^ 
mand ; and tliat, uidess they imitated our Saviour and St. <rs*' '" ** 
Peter in the aanrtily of their lives, the pretence of their coni-/»riAf r tion 
mitiBion was not to bo reganled ; that he who wa« most afrn'mitdar. 
unblemished in his conduct, most remarkable for his sanctity, 
w«fi St. Peter's successor ; and that all other titles to Church 
authority signiHed nothing. After this, he turned t4J the com- 
pany, and told them aloud, thai the prelates his judges were 
notorious seducers, that they would carry them to hell, and 
bttde tliCTii have a care of being poverned by their directions. 

The archbishop, iinding him thus inflexible, seemed very 
loth to come to extremities, and did his utmost to bring hint to 
the communion of the Church, and dt.K?lare his belief of the 
doctrines tlien received. To this Sir John Oldcastle answered 
directly, that he could not recede from any [)art of the confes- 
sion of faith he had already made. Upon this the archbishop, 
with great rL>gn-t, as WaUiugliaiu represents it, proceeded to 
sentence, declareil him a heretic convict, and left him as such tie it ■ 
to the lay power. He likewise excommunicated all those who jj^ 
for the future should appear in bis defence, and abet hw •■«<• 
iolcrest. W- p. »»- 

When the court rose, the archbishop waited on the king, ntin-Ji- 
gave him account of his proceedings, and begged the execution /^^ t^J^^ 
might be respited for fifty days. This request was easily "i'^'^ 
gnuited : for, as the historian continues, botlt the king and 
archbishop were extremelv desirous to preserve Sir John 
Oldcastle. Hoping, therefuro, tliat time might bring him 
to recollection, and qualify him for the king's pnrdon, he 
«u ordered to Ik; rcconveyed to the Tower, from whcuce, sir Joi» 
before the fifty days were expired, he made his escape. ''^"**'^ 
Being thus at liberty, he applietl to hidefenslhle expedients, '/iMThvm 
and endeavoured to H(>cure hin\6clf by making an insurrection. „"„ il^r~ 
To this puqioiwt ho wrol^' letters to his friends, t*i <»[igage their "*'''"''• 
jiarty, and make du-mselves ready for the fiekl, This con- 
cpiraey went powerftiUy on. and had, in nil likelihuo<l, surprised 
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A^^-cit. discovered. 

iTTms"' '^^^ king, having notice of tho danger, reraove'l upoa 

380. ftixtb of January from Eltham to his palace at Weatniinst^ri 

but without any ap{>earance of an alarm. The rebels, now 
juHt upon the execution of their design, were drawn together 

Hotintlird, hy Sir John Acton, knight ; John Brown, esq. ; and John 
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Beverley, a priest. The place of their rendezvous was Ficket- 
field, uii the backside of St. Gileses. Hither tliey c&mc in the 
dead of the night, in expectation of joining their general. Sir 
John Oldcaatlo. The king, being advertised of their scheme, 
came into the field before day : where several of the rebela, 
mistaking their party, fell into his qaart«rs. Being denuuidcd 
whither they were going, they answered to the lord Cobham : 
upon whicli tliey were seized and imprisoned. The king had 
taken very piiident measures Lo stillc the insurrection, and 
prevent the rebels from getting logetlier : for he ordered tlic 
city gfttes to bo shut and guarded. VVitltout this precstutiDn 
WM tboi^t tlie Londoners would have reinforced their 
to a very formidable body. ^Vhen the I»11arda found 
selves disappointed of this succour, and understood the 
was prepared to receive them, they grew dispirited, broke 
and began to shift for themselves. And now several of th< 
party were cut off and made prisoners in their flight, 
king sot a thousand marks upon Sir John Oldcastle's head, 
with a promise of great privileges lo any town that ahoi 
deliver him up. Xotwitlistanding which reward, he fouE 
shelter and protection, made his way through the country, and 
lay concealed. 

The design of this insurrection was no less than tlie subver 

sion of the govenunent. The robela intended to destroy tho 

king, the lords spiritual and temporal, the monks and friars. 

For a plot of this extent and barbarity, several of thorn wera 

'~' convicted and execule<l ; among others, one John Murie, a ridi 

BULCny- brewer of Dunstable, suffered for high treason. He wj 

*oS!!^t *^^'*^ '^^^^ knighted in the 6eld by Su- John Oldcastle, 

^*»■ wards made earl of Hereford, and had the lands and seat of 

pvbruaryld. thc mouastory of St. Alban's settled upon him. 

imMi^'^ Soon after tlie suppression of this rebelUoo, arofabishop 

JmiM. Arundel died at Oftnterbiiry. To say something further of 
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him: he was &on to Richard Fitz-Alan, e&rl of Arundel and henry 
Warren, was a person of a great natural capacity, well improved ^ 
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by study and experience : he wanted neither Icamini^, courage, i^***"^ 
or activity, to qualify him for his station. Notwithstanding ^ngl. a«^ 
these advantages, his conduct was not altojcfether unblemished. ^. 
His concerting a practice with the duke of Hereford, appearing 
80 forward in tlie revolt against king Richard, and flourishing p^ Dumet'a 
in his sermon in commendation of the Usurper, were failures j*'*^ B*^ 
of no ordinary size. It is true he had been banished and bo«kl.p.2fi! 
ruggedly used by king Richard ; but, notwithstanding this 
trCAbnent, the manner of redressing Iiis grievances was alto- 
gether unwarrantable. Had he been governed by the precedent 
of St. Ambrose, he liad guarded his duty, and served his ThtU.j,aiig 
memory much better. This primitive prelate of Milan lay 2^; 
Dndcr great discouragements fn>m the state. The tsmperor 
Valentinian the Younger had declared for Arianism, sent 
a guard to seize St. Ambrose, and menaced him with banish- 
ment and death for refusing to deliver up his Church ; but, 635. 
notwithstanding all this rigour, St. Ambrose stood finu to the {^^4;^'' 
emperor, suggested measures to stop the invasion of Maximus, |;^'^^* 
and excuinniunicJited timt usurjjor: and, which makes this 547. AM. 
bishop more remarkable for his loyiUty, Maximiis bad appeared 
atroDgly for the Nicenc faith, and wrote a warm expostulatory 
letter to Valcnliiiiau, to stop the persecution against St. Am- tom.4. ad' 
brosc and the Catholic party. '"- ^^ 

To proceeil witb archbishop Arundel : his severity against 
the Lollards is charged upon him as another blemish, and an 
argament of great cruelty. To this it must be said, the Lol- 
lards had given him great provocation for prosecution : they 
attacked him iu the authority of bis character, and struck 
directly at tlic patrimony of the Church : it is true, they had 
recovered some ancient doctrines, but then they were so un- 
happy to blend these truths with capital errors. Their notion 
of property and Church power was wretched and dangerous, f'^'f^ 
They seem acted by a dark and tempestuous zeal : their trrvn. 
athaae^ could they have brought it to bear, would have taken 
away the supports of learning and religion, made the worship of 
Qod contemptible, nnd put a spado instead of a crosier into the 
InbopV hands. They liad no regard for the apostolical suc- 
eeeaion of priesthood, maintained a regular life a sufficient 
warrant for that function, up- if virtue was equivalent to a 
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commiasioD, and ci'crv honest man might make hmiBelf a 
magistnte. The primitive Christians wero of a quite difierent 
sentiment : they did not believe the merit of any man's (mibity 
could authorize htm to »ea\ rovciiaiita in uur Saviuur^s namr, 
and represent hhn in the character of a priest. It wsa their 
constant belief, that '^*^no man ought to take his homiur unlo 
himtdf Vkithout a mission froiu the hierarchy, and Iwing called 
of God, as was Aunn.'" And therefore, though they mnild 
not hare burnt theae Lollarda, we hara reason to believe, they 
would never have endured then* communkui. 

On the other side, the persecuting these people to the stake 
was ouTving the rigour of Ji^-ipline much too for. To drive 
them so doae upon the article uf tmnsubstatittatlim, press an 
explicit aense in ao great a mvster}', and force them to ft 
mortal ooofeaaon, was very severe usage, and does not soit 
the tendemees of the episcopal character. It was the drawing 
the question thus doee which coademned Sawtrey and Old* 
castle : had the archbiidiDp not gooe too deep in the inquinr, 
they had both, in all likelihood, been acquitted. Their first 
declaration touching the sacnuiietit of the altar sounded very 
high for the dignity of ttiat m\-8ter)\, and came up tu the ml 
preeenoe, if not to oousubstantiatiou. This first answer, 1 say, 
was neutral and general : it neither allinned nor yet denied 
transubstoutiatioQ : it was contrived Uith safe and inoSensive, 
a guard fur th^ tnnscieoce and their lives. 

But that which makes the ratf« still harder, is the nature 
the doctrine itself: for what can be more sht>ckiDg to senarj 
and reason than the article of transubstantiation f If it 
urged, viv are assured b\- revelation the mystery is to be in 
terpreted to thb sense ; to this it may be answered, the New 
Tastament dedares much more strongly for the contrary 
belief. To mention only one text or two : our Saviour caQa 
one part of the eucliarist. the fruit of the vine, and St. Paul 
calls the other bread, after consecration. That tlie ancsenta 
did not undcrstaad St. Matthew and St. Luke m the aeode of 
transubstanttiiiiMn. appeara by the teHtimonies of St. OhiTaoa- 
torn and Theoduret, formerly mentiuned: neither ns it th 
bdief of the Saxon-Ei^tieJi Church, aa appears by their Eastel' 
homily already reUted : but ]cu0h of dispute in not the bast- 
neas of thi» work. 

Lastly. The archbishop i» taxed with incouai»tcoey of ufii- 
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mon, and oondenuung that which ho had formerly coniinemled. HENRY 

The ituUnee ia this: in the year 1394, when he was low! . ' _■ 

duwoeltor aiid archbishop of York, he prt-achcd Queen Aones J^'"^ 
ftaeral scmion at Westminster. In this diacourse, he com- '*"y*:' "^ 
mends tins princess fur Hjieiiding her time In reading; the in/orMJ^ 
four gospeb translated into Knglish, with learned annota- 't^JZ^ti' 
tiorm upon them. Xow which xvay is this comtnondation Si^ww. 
rocimcilcahle to his after practice! How does this agree 
witli his synodical constitution, which forbids tlic translation j^"i*^"'(- 
of iJio holy Scriptures! To this it may be answered, that^S'* 
the archbisIiop^H cunstitutioii d4;<!larf>a only against a trans- mUuT^ 
lation made by a private hand : and that no version of the holy H"'**^*, 

• • ■' L.iiiiliru(id, 

Scriptures sliould be used tiU it was allowed by a provincial rc-viiuL.], 
sjmod, or at least by the bishop of t)ie diiicese. Now, without p. ise." 
doobt, the archbishop was so far in the right, as nut to allow 
every private person the liberty of translating the Scriptures: 
to have done otherwise, might have been a dangerous pcnnis- 
aion. It might have opened a passage to heresy and error, put 
it in ttie power of ignorant and designing |)eople to corrupt the 
holy text, and poison the fountain of life. 

This arciibishop sat (wventeen years, and was buried at 
Canterbury. 

Upon the death of Arundel, the monks of Canterbury cOfM^p 
applying to the king for his cong6 dVlire, pitched upon 'P!,1^'Jtmrv* 
Henry Chichelcy, bisliop of St. David's, for their metrupoliUm. J^ jj^,"-. 
And here the leameil Dr. Duck is mistaken in affirming tho^'lu." ' 
kings of Kiiglnnd. since the reign of Kdvrard III,, had taken 
away the election nf bishops from the popes, and assumed it 
themselves, and that these royal elections were warrantable by QM. 
the canon law. That this abortion is a mi-ttake with refor- 
enoe to Kngland, is evident by llie foregoing history : from 
whence it appears, that towards the latter end of the Saxon 
nonarchy, the bishopB were chosen by the chapter : which 
onge was retrieved, aflcr some interruption, under the Nor- 
man princes, and fuUy confirmed to the Church by the cliarter s.cK«<ifji 
of king John. "•""■ ^■ 

To proceed: pope John XXIII. being informed of the 
election of Chicheley, wrolo to the monks of Canterbury, that 
he deaiffned to dispose of that see by way of provision, and 
tbercfore their electmn mgnthed notmng. However, to carry mi. ^. 27e. 
the matter araoothly, and prevent his privilt-ge from being 
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CUICHE- queatioDed, he made choice of the same person. This Clu- 
Ato.^t d>d^ ^"^ born at Highaiu Ferrers in Nortluiuptonshire. and 

* ' bred in New College, at Oxford, where be commenced doctiv 

of civil and canon taw. Hia first preferments were the areb* 
deaconry and chancellorship of Salisbury. And being tbos 
raised to some degree of notice, he was employed by the king, *nd 
serred him in several embassies. The king, being well pleased 
h'm*"*'^ with his management, made his way to the see of St. David'.s 
ChicM«r. and afterwards to tliat of Canterbury. Chicheley had the 
profits of the archbishopric arising in the vacancy given hinit 
npon the payment of «x hundred marks, which was a farour 
A. D. 1414. not a<^ially granted. I'pon the 29th of July he received the 
pall, and then t^ok the oath of canonical obedience to the 
pope, which, though not the practice of the primitire timei, 
had been the custom of some latter centuries : the oath ntna 
thus: — 



.,re^ "I, Henry, archhiRhop of Canterbury, promise to be Uuth' 
qrcmM^ ful and obedient to St. Peter, and to the holy api^stolic Roman 
oMMMMto Church, and to my Lord John XXIII., and his Mjcccssore 
''*'*' canonically elected. I will never advise or consent tlwl they 
may lose either life, limb, or liberty. I will uul publish any 
secret communicated to me, either by themselvea or their 
nuncios, nor discover their letters, to their prejudice, to any 
person living. I will assist them in maintenance and defence 
of the Roman papacy, and the royalties of St. Peter, earing 
the privileges of my own order and station, against all pereons 
whatsoever. The legate of the apostolic see shall be honour* 
ably received and entertained by me, both at his arrival and 
going off; whom 1 likewise prnmine to awnst with conveniencoa. 
When I am summoned by his holiness to a synod, I will not 
foil to make my appearance, unless hindered by some accident, 
which the canons will allow for an excuse. I will visit the 
threshold of the apostles, either in person or proxy, every three 
years, unless T am excused this attendance by a dispensation 
from his holiness. I will neither sell, grant, mortgage, nor 
any ways alienate the revenues of my archbishopric, without 
Jj^JI*- first consulting his holiness. So help me God and these holy 
p. la. ' Gospels.'' 

This tie of canonical obedience to the pope seeming to beaf 
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bard upou tU; duty of a subjects and contain several clauaee 
Dot reconcilcable to the oatli of allegiance, the archbishop, at 
the restitution of his temporalitie.s when he did homa^;^ to the 
king-, was obliged to renounce all clauses in the pope's bull of 
translation, or any other engagements to that sec, which were 
prejudicial to the prerogative rojal. 

Id the be^G^nniog of this sununer a parliament met at Lei- 
cester. And here the commons revived their former project 
against the revenues of the Clmrch, and desired tbe king that 
natter might be resumed and pnt to the vote of lioth houses. 
Tbe archbishop being apprehen&ivc of the danger, and fearing 
the king youth might be Biirprised by the plausiblencss of the 
bill, advised the clerg\' to make an ofTer of a large subsidy, and 
to put the king in mind or his title to tlio crown of France ; 
tbat tbe starting a new enterprtHe, and opening the prospect 
to anoUter crown, was the most likely way to divert the storm. 
The archbishop knew the king was of an active and enterpris- 
ing temper, and loved to engage in difficult undertakings ; he 
concluded, Uierefore, verj' reasonably, that If his fancy was 
tliroughly employed upon a foreign expedition, he would not 
give way to so great an alteration of the laws, nor unsettle the 
constitution at home. This expedient being approved, he 
pv^Mred for the subject, and addressed himself to the king in 
tibe house of lords, in the manner following: — 



Ibid. 

a tun 4.S, 
Dr. Itiim«i'a 
Hill. Rc- 
fonn. Tol. I. 
P. II. mil 
Kccorrfi, 
tiiiiii, 1. 
A pariia- 
mtnl at 
JjfktrUr, 
Tit com- 
tnoiutlrite 
aHi^n- 

GanUrlitry 
movtt/ora 

WW ana 



I 



'* Sir, since so many things have been laid Iwfore your high- 
ness in thiH partiament, for the suppressing vice and duwrder, 
for the better administration of justice, and the peace and 
security of your kingdom, I should be veiy ungrateful for your 
highness's favnur, should I dcehne suggesting those measures 
which I humbly conceive so very serviceable to your honour 
and interest : for, notwithstanding the passing of useful lam, 
and the due administratiun of justice, are sufficient securities 
for the case of your highness and your subjects, yet unless you 
look further, and grasp at a bigger object, — unless you form a 
design to enlarge your dominions, and revenge the insults of 
ymir enemies^ — the opportunities of fami> will be lost, and the 
glory of your reign very indifferently provide*! for : for, accord- 
ing to the general sentiment of princes, the majesty of the 
royal station does not consist so much in the advant^es 
of Inrthf in the pomp and pleasures of the court, in the wealth 






637. 



9M 



FXCLESIASTICAL HISTORY [acwt t«.' 



CBICHE- 

LCT. 






•fa«tfJ*V 






of UMirsub}MU, and the tranquiUitT of the State, asm dw 
extant of their empire, and tbc vast number of people tad 
totnis which own Uiem for their soveretgus. And 
^iTfy^tg Enghud and Ireland, parcel of your highnea 
are ancient and larg« territories, aini;!; considered, yet tbrr m 
bat narrow dominions in comparison with the kingdom of 
Frmnce: which country, for the number of the people, Uw 
wealth and grcatneaa of their citiee, and the strec^ of 
the gamKHiB, exceeds all the realms of Eumpe : hartog no 
leas thaD eighty populous provinces, a liundnMl and e^ 
biabops* aees, above a thousand rc-ligiouB faoiiBe&, and a hondrfd 
and thirtr thousand parishes, according to the compntation «f 
Krt-iich ^\nier9. Now. all thi'se dominions desccndini; bf 
hereditary- rigtil u|K>n your great-graiidfether. king Edwrnid 
III., an? unjustly di-tAined fntm your higlmeaa by Qnriea VI.. 
commonly ndli-il the king^ of France. Not to mentton olhur 
encmachmonts of the French upon your subjects in Nonnandv, 
Gaacony, Aquitaine, the pronnees of Anjou and Maine, which 
bdoT^Hl to your ancestors by a different and prior title, — aoi_ 
to mention this, — the French, to colour their injustici*. 
drfeat your hijEi^ncafi's titio to the crown, pretend the bar of ' 
aaliquc law. By this law, made by Pharamond, king of 
Franks, it is provided, tts they give out. * that inheritances are 
not to be cast upon wumen in the saliquc country.* By this 
* aalique country' they understand the realm of France ; and. 
by this forced interpretation, form a pretcni-*e to exclude women 
from their riplit of government. But the novelty and wea 
of tliis const-ruction is evident from tlie title of tfie law- 
are assured, by the concurrent testimony <Ten of most 
French writers, that I'baramond was no more than prince 
Franconia in Crermauy. and never passed the Rhino, nor 
cntere<1 the borders of Gaul. But about four hundred yean 
after the death or tliis PhHniniuud, when Charles the Great 
had conquered the country and in6ddity of the Saxons, — ^when 
this prince had made them subjects and ChristianSi- 
his troops settled near the river Sala, iu tliat part of 
now called Misnia. This colony, who were known by the 
cinctian of Salian Franks, having an aversion to the Uccoti 
neas of Oic Uerman women, made a law to exclude that 
from inheriting estates in tlic salique territories. And (hi 
this constitution is imfairly attributed to Pharamond, «l 
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was made raoro Lluui four hundred yearsafter hm deAth, nnd is IIKNRV 
no more binding to the French than to the Dutch and ■ 
Flemings, vhich were then comprehended within the limits of 
<iaul. Or. jp^nting it was particularly designed to govern 
French property, it must bo construed with n litnitatioii, 
mirmined to private estates, and bv no means stretched to llo*i«i"- '■ 
pnnie nght and the descent of the cronti. lo tvarraiit this cap. \». 
cosiatractian, we liave !K>V6ral precedents frmn the French 
IdngB themaelves, who, when the right of the crowu was 
debftted, never took any notice of this saliquo law, unless they 
ha|}penod to dispute nith foreign princes. Thus, for the 
pnrpoae, Pejiin, who dispos^es^sed the tine of Hliaratnond, and 
deposed Chllderic : this Pepin claimed the crown an heir to 
Blitholda, daughter to CloUi&ire I., and had hia title abetted 
by jM>i)e Zarhanp' and the estati-s of Fi-aiire ; and, after his 
posterity had rr-igned for about two hundred years, Hugh 
Oapct, setting aside Charles of Lorraine — who was tlic next 
in the dinM^t line from Pepin and Charles the Great. — sot 
up an hon.'ilitar}' title hinitielf, afi being descended from Liii- 
garda, daughter of Carloman, graniI»ou to Cliarles the Great ; 
aod, by the fitrcngth of this claim, made Ins way to tho thn^ne. 
T^wis VII., 8urnanio<l the Pious, descended from this prince. 
was BO far dissatistied with the title of his gntndfather Hugh 
O^iet, that he refused the government upon motives of con- 
■eieooe, till it was si^igestcd to him that queen Isabel, Iiia 
graodniolhcr, was heir to Enningarda, daughter and sole Itetr 
of Lorraine above-mentioned. From this family of 
and Lewis, the succeeding kings of France an; all 
extmeted ; and so is the present possessor, Charles VL All 
these princes have worn the crown in right of a title from the 
heire-general ; and yet, notwithstanding they all govern m 
rirtao of a female title, they object the salique law to your 
highness, and make that a bar to your right upon which they 
hate Ibunded their own. 

•' Neither indeed can this pretended provision deserve the 
BUoe of a law : for, if we consider, it lias nothing of reastm and 
y to support it ; it is a contradiction both to human an<l 
£vioe coostitutioDa. For instance : by the civil Uwa of the 
Boouuis, received in almost all countries, property lies o|>en to 
nor sex as well as the other. Neither arc the females set aside 
in the dcneent of cstatM, provided they stand nearer upon the 

TOt.. 111. X 
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CHicHB- line. To settle inheritances upon another foot is plain par-^ 
AV^'-^i- iialitv and injustice. It looks like a cliarp:e against Providence 

' — '' ' for sending females, and not males, into the world ; and puts a 

638, punislunent upon women because tbeir parents did not produce 
them of the otlier sex. Agreeably to these regulations of the 
civil law, descents were governed by the Sicilians, NeapoUtaok, 
NaTarrois, by the Spaniards, Portuguese, Scots, and (not to 
mention the Kn^ish) by almost all nations wliatsoever, where, 
in case the male line fails, the women succeed to the govern- 
ment. And, to show tliat we liave weight as well as nmnbtf 
in this argument^ the custom ofthese countries has the warrant 
of a Divine authority: they have a precedent from the Mosmo 
institution, settled by God himself. Thus, in the S'tli of 
TmmS Numbers, we read, * That if a man die, and have no son, tlieaj 
shall lie cause his inheritance to pass unto his daughter.^ Now, 
if any human laws hapjten to cross upon ihia regulation, they 
lose the force of their obligation, in regard they go off from tho] 
standard of justice which the So\-creign tjegislator has given to] 
his own people. And here 1 might give instancea, both uf J 
women that governed that nation, and of kings who came UjJ 

the crown in their mother's right. But, not to dilate upon 

this advantage, the French, 1 perci-ive. had rather disconfurm 
to ttie Divine institution than submit to the government of a 
foreign prince : and thus, those who style themselves moet_ 
Christian prefer the counterfeit provisions of their heathej 
Pharamond to a precedent from heaven and the direction 
of the inspired writings. 1 desire to know for what reason 
the French exclude women from the crown, and differ so much 
from the rest of the world { Can the French sceptn.- be wielded i 
by none but men *. Is the dignity of that govenuuent supcriurj 
to all the kingdoms of tlie woHd i la it lietter than that of the 
Jews, which was founded by God himself! Or, does France, 
which pretends to produce the bravest men, fall short of other j 
countries in the breed of women! Or, could your father's 
great grandmother Isabel commit any crime big enough to 
extinguish her title I Let all this be granted to the French, 
yet, since they have refused your great grandAither Edwanlj 
and your bighneos for their sovereigns, what can they allege to] 
parg« themselvee from the imputation of treason ! Let the 
•alique law have its course in France: let the females be aU 
BsC aaids, and none but the iasQe>ma)e have accenaion to the] 
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throne, — let these mattcni pass, without question or debate, — hrnry 

hut theu i would gladly know hy what construction or conae- < ^.I 

quence the luale-lssuc of women can be excluded f Does the 
ealique provision, which hare women upon some supposed dia- 
advantagee of that sex, fall foul upon iteelf, operate upon 
oontrar}' reasons, and exclude men too ! Or, are the words of 
the law, which point only upon women, to be wire-drawn to a 
foreign sense, and unreasonably stretched to the prejudice of 
the sons descended from them i When, therefore, the French 
set aside queen Isabel, why did they not receive tliat prudent 
ftnd magnanimous prince, kJng Edward, her son! Why ih not 
your highncHR, bo well qualified for empire, invited to tlmt 
crown ! It is a known maxim in the civil law, that the 
incapacity of an ancestor is no bar to the heir ; and that thoae 
lavs which diRinhorit women, in regard they ju-e repugnant to 
oatoral equity, are to be taken in a strict sense, and never 
Btraioed beyond the meaning of the letter : mich laws, I say, 
arc not to be extended to consequences, and cases omitted, but 
rather be interpreted to the most favourable sense. Since, 
therefore, yuur right to the realm of France is so clear and 
unquestionable, — since it is supported by the laws both of God 
and man, — it is now your higbneas's part to assert your title; 
to jHill the crown from the heads of the French usurpers ; and 
to pursue the revolt of that nation with fire ami sword, tt is 
your highnc&s's interest to maint^n the ancient honour of the 
English nation, and not^ by a tame over-looking of injurious 
treatment, give your poeterity an occasion to reproach your 
memory. And, not to insist any furthur U[)on the justice 
of the cause, which has commonly the blessings of heaven, — 
not to insist upon this, — there are other great encouragements 
for the enteqiriw. Your highness is in the flower of your age, 
and happy in a strong constitution. Your nobility and com- 
mons are well affected to your government, and ready to obey 
your orders. You are sovereign of a very powerful kingdom, 
and furnished with all things necessary to appear formidable in 
the 6el(|. And ns for us your subjects of the clergy, we have 
designed you a greater subsidy than ever your ancestors received 
from our order : this present we lay at your highnesses feet with 
all the duty and inclination imi^nable ; and shall daily continue 
ta implorp the blessing of Providence upon your arms ; and 
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CHICUE- that by the aucoew of the expeditioa, Ond would please 
Abp-c/ot. declare the justice of \our quarrel to the whale world." 

r>tii;L, ill 

U^ ^''u'^ '^^^ *'"'8 appeared very much affected n-ith this speech 
ifiM. the archbishop's : which, when perceived by Ralph NeviUe. 
Wt^M^ eari of Westmoreland, he endeavoured to turn the king's fiucy 
^"^.1*'*^ to another enterprise. For being lord president of the no; 
he was apprehenai\'e the Scots might invade England while 
king was engaged in France : this lord therefore made a to 
63iJ. harangue, to persuade the king to dli^ablo the Scot&, befi 
he trunspoKed tlic war into the continent. In the l>egiuning of 
this dJHCOurHC!, he excused hiti want of learning ; adding withal, 
*• that though he was neither furnished witli reading or elocu- 
tion, to maintiin the point again>it the archbishop of Canter- 
bury, yet he had been informed by men of letters and e 
rienee, that it was much more safe to begin with a neigltbo 
ing than a remote enemy. By this maxim the lioi 
governed their ex|>editions ; tliey conquered tlie Saioni 
Fidenates, Volsct, and other bordering commonwealtha, before 
they marched their forces out of Italy. This lord suggested 
further, that the king n*aa already prepared for an expedition 
into Scotland ; but to furnish the war for France would lake 
up some time, and be vastly expereMve : be8id<«, a victory o»*f 
the Scdta would be no difficult matter at this juncture ; for 
now they were under the disadvantage of having their kbg a 
prisoner in England, and their country disaffected by the 
unseasonable rigours of the regent. And as for llie jmitkse rf 
the cauae, the rapine and incursions of that nation had made 
it unquestionable. And lastly, tliat they would be «utw to 
aeiio tlie opportunity of the king's absence ; so that upon the 
whole, he looked upon it as a dangerous undertaking to altadc 
the French, before England was secured against the Scot*." 
^E^r ^^^^> tluJ^e of Exeter, the king's uncle, replied to the earl 
momdttkf of Westmoreland: this duke, who was bred to letters, and 
J^l^f*^'' designed for a churchman by his father, was clearly of opinion, 
that France ought to be alUcked in the first place, it being 
from thoiicf that llie Scots used to be put into condition 
to disturb the English : that when the French weiv once 
brought to reason, the Scots would truckle of course : that 
they ought In follow the method of physicians in thin «aM. 
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and begiu the euro by purging tlie humours, and under- HI^NRV 
taking the seat of tho distemper. " For which way," saya he, « 
"cau the Scots he either qualified for the council-board, or the 
field, without the help of a French education! And how can 
their nobility eubeist, without their customary pensions from 
France ! Bcsideti, what succours from any quarter can the 
ScutH exjwct, if their communication should be cut otV with 
France J They can expect no aasiatancc from tho Danes ; for 
the king of Denmark has married your highnesses sister, and 
j-one of your allies : they can have no better hopes from the 

twns of iVrtugal or Catitile : for both these princes arc tied 
to your interest by nature and nearness of blood : Italy w 
too remote to be serviceable to them ; and au for Germany 
and Hungar}', they are your confederates. From whence it 
follows, that let the French be once beaten, and made inofien- 
aire, the Scots will fall into your hands by necessarj' consc- 
qacace : for how can the tree do otherwise than decay and 
wither, when the moisture and nourishment is once withdrawn ! 
And IftHtly, Uiat Scotland would prove but a dry timignificant 
conquest in compariKon of France. However, to prevent the 
invasion of the Scots while tiic English were making a cam- 
paign in a foreign country-, he advised the furnishing the earl 
of Weetmoreland with a body of regular troupe, to dofeud thu 
borders" I<1.^17. 

The king and the nobility, especially the dukes of Clarcnoc, A imr >nU 
Bedford, and Gloucester, the king's brothers, were entirely in J, 
tho sentiment of the duke of Exoter : so that when the ques- *«'^'- 
tiun concerning a war with France was put, they voted unani- 
mously for the alfii-uiative : and thus, tlie archbishop of Can- 
terbury*, by the dexterity of his conduct, avoided the blow, and 
preserved the interest of tlie Church. 

In this jMirlianient there was an act made against tlie La\- j ^tUmif 
lards. The preamble charges that party with mutiny ftnd'^'JJ^ 
•edition : and tu givu the words of the law, " tltat there had 
boen great cougrcgations and insun-ections, as well by them of 
tho sect of heresy, commonly called Loltardry, aa by nthera of 
their confederacy, excitation, and abetment, to tlie intent lo 
annul, destroy, and subvert the Christian faith, and also to 
j^MUtty our sutvoreign lord the king, and all other manner of 
■Utes of the nalm uf Knj^Iaud, as well spiritual as ti'm|)oral ; 
and also all manner uf \nj\icy, and finally tlw laws of tlie land. 
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CHICUE- To prevent this danger, the chancellor, treasorer, jodgei, j«- 
Ab|KCW ticcs of peace, Bherif&, mayors^ &c., arc obliged to take ■■ 
' ' ' oath to do their utmost to suppress all manDer of erroR and 
-3 iimrf s. heresies cotaaiool}- called LuUardries ; and that all penoaa 
Sm SteUiiM convict of hereby, of what estate or condition soeTer, Aifl 
wtal^B foi^^i^ ^^^ goods and chatteU^ and all their lands and tear- 
nr ments which they held in fee simple.'" Further, hy this act, 
the justices of the King''s Bench, the josticcs of assise, sod 
"justices of peace, have full power to inquire of alt them «bo 
hold any errors ur heresies an LajIIshLs. And if any penooi br 
indicted for Lollanlry, tlie said justices have power to a«vd 
against them a capias, and the sheriff is bound to arrest the 
paraons so indicted .*" 

And forasmuch as the cognizance of heresy, errors, and Lol- 
lardries, belongs to the judges of holy Church, and not U 
secubu' jndgcs : " such persons indicted shall be delivered 
the iuiliimries of the places, or to their coiiimiiisarie8« 1^ 
dsBtares betwixt them to be made within ten da^-s after thef 
amst, or sooner if it may be, thereof to be acquit or oon^ 
by the laws of holy Church.** 

Upon tb« recess of this parliament, the king levied fo 
equipped his fleet, and prepared ever}* thing necessary for 
MO. dnseent upon France. Rut before he entered upon the 
k.K.UU. ji^jpnj the bishops uf Durham and Norwich to demand thai; 
crown of the French king : king Charles giving the En^nh 
ambassadors on honourable reception, told them, tlmt be wndd 
afaort^ dsspatek an embwy into En^^and, with an answ0' 
Ihsir msfltter's demands. 

Soon after, when king Henry was ready for the campaign 
*">^ P'^ ^ embark at Sontharaptoa, the French 
don awl him at Wiadwster ; the persons sent were, the 
of VoaddtDo. the archfaiabop of Boui-gos, the btabop of LisieiuCt 
atid oue \>'aher Cols, tka French king's secretary, 
archbishop of Boorges made a fluorishing haimngue upon 
missries oif war and advantages uf peace ; and after dilating' 
to a cooMtWmble fe^gth upon thcoe topaea* be desired the 
to drup th« tBt«rpKaM of a Jemmnt, aod marry tfao 
QuhaiiiHS king ChazWs daughter; that this princess 
hftv* a vast fortune in mcxMry. aod timt Us master was likewise^ 
wilUqg to raaign up soms of tlwse piu i iu e B S his higliMaa 
claimed by hereditary right. To this, the king smwiswK bo 
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: would take some littlo time to coiisttler the offer. The next 
ilaj, being attenilcKl with a great appearance of the nobility, he ^ 
eailed for the French auibaaeadors, and told them, he could 
nnt with an}- honour accept the ienus proposed: and then 
making a sign to the archbi&hop of Canierbur}*. ordered him 
to return an aoswer more at large to the archbishop of Jiour- 
gea^a discourse. 

Chioheley, addressing himself to the French ambassadors. Than*- 
^ve them to understand, ** that the repose of Christendom^ and o^XXrf 
ati amicable correspondence with foreign princes, liad been aU iK!!!!*"'** 
along the king'ti inclination. That in order to this end, he ((MXM'ffr't 
liad assembled his parUantent, and sent an embassy into France *'*"'^ 
to demand ihoee provinces which liad been formerly in the 
ptMBeflBion of hiH ancestors : but his ambaflRodors receiving no 
aatasfiKtory answer from Charles, the king had raised an army, 
fkurniabod himself at all points for the war, and was now ready 
to aei sail for France : and since the French would take no 
iiotioe of his right, he was resolved to push his fortune, and 
endeavour a revenge for the injustice. However, to show the 
world how much he di±>likcd extremities, and how unwilling he 
waa to bo forced upon the cfTusion of Ohriiitlan blood, his high- 
DCBs was willing to recede from some part of his right, to dis- 
band his anny, to marry the lady (.'atherine, and agree to a 
peace, provided the duchy of Aquilain, the earldom of Anjou, 
and the other proxinccs fairly enjoyed by his aucestoi-s, were 
reatored. If these conditions were not accepted, the king 
would immediately descend upon France, harass the country 
with fire and sword, aud never give over the ravages of war, 
till be had recovered hie right, and set tliat crown upon hia 
bead. And lastly, he appealed lu God Almighty for the justice 
of bis cause, and hoped he would abet his quarrel and prosper R"'!^^". 
the ex|)cdition.** I*;, p. is. 

When the archbishop had done speaking, the It'inti gave his 
assent to ever}' part of his discourse : and when the archbibhup 
of Bourgoa began to exceed the bounds of decency, and reproach 
tJic king with unrcasonahlo demands, the king reprinuinded 
him gi>ntly for his miabehaTioin*, aud onlered all tlie French 
nmhafinadnni to depart the kingdom fortliwith. 

And now, the king being ready to go on board, hia voyage Aptut'iu- 
waa stupi>ed a Utile by the discovery of a plot. The chief '^""^ 
persoaa concerned were, Uichard, earl of Cambridge, Ilenr}', 
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C'HICHE- lord Scroop, juid Sir Thomas Grey, all gw«t frvooriUa 
itoJ^M. COQXU Walsiugbflm reporta, the>- were bribed by the Frnwh 
„ rr;.T — ' to MumiiJiiyh' the king : but some other writers are oS Ofunioo, 
kJ^nLt. Uie carl of Cambridge had another design ; that be iatentlnt 
■ *■r-^*•• to «t the crown upon the head of Edmund Mortimer, «ari '«r 
H tUrdi : after wbcee death, liv koew it would descend of oovnc 

^^^ to lus own cfaildren. For we an? to ubserre, this emA of Omh 

^^P faridlge Iiad manriea Edmund. car4 of ^larch's sister : now Udi 

^^^ Edouind nut U-ing likely to hare any tasue, tbe emii of (im- 

m ---^ . - . bff«%cV countess was heir u> her brother, and by cooseqaeoee 
her chiUren by that earl were the next npon the rD\-al line. 
Cpoa the breakin{^ oat of the plot, the three pecsonft abovo- 
■oentaoDed wen tried sad executed. 

Sons fitlle tioM befora Ibe duworer^ , the LoUanfe begw to 
star ; Khey me ao hardy, as Wahioghaiu relates, to oalnge 
Uk Idoig^ ■■ laqgnage, to menaoe the Church, and talk big 

Iw^fuaat the goremment. And now Sir John OldcmstJs, hanng 
reeetnd wrang adrioe that the Idog was embarked, seoi a 
thrcatetung nessi^ to the lard AbeT;gaTenny : this Innl having 
■o4«ea of the daqger« Jnwwiidiatfly ordered five thousand orch- 
•ta» and awn « l a nas , to reodesixms at his ca&tle of llanley, in 
^Vormstershirv. When Sir John OUeastle p^reemd the 
ot^^rao ««a ptOTided, he Jet fid hia eoterprne and abaooodcd. 
H«OTWer, ti seoBB all his party had not the good fortooe to 
^^"^^ **■■ » prioBl aod aome others w«re aeinKl by the hud 
MHKpxvtmr. These men being stiieUv ennnned, diaenwed 
>fc »|*^» w hew SkJohaOldcaette had lodged arms and moaey 
S^ ?T* * * '*■— "" '» "" - This ptoviBiaa for the field was 
to* hstwsm two dose waMs eoutmed on parpoee. AiDonst 
;*Wr^t hy^ the y lba«| hi8 i*MMi.nl. upon which thecal 
«4I S!^!r /" "J"' ^**** eaiioasly wnM^ght, there was likewise 
ZTl!!!!'^?**^ "^ *^ «Ah»». tonwfcad the ignocant, 
il^J^irL^c!!^ But whco Sir JohnOWcsBtfettoder- 
gfc,^!JZLz^^ that paKvcmdiad^and 

"Wttil'T^li!!''*"^ to r««ciT* him, be imowdiately ab- 
L^Mard. ,^^J!?F***\"^ WabmOaydoo, aeonaidnMs 
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The king having now no apprehensions of being disturbed in 
KngUud, set sail for France ; where, at bin firat doljarking, hu 
Harfleur, and took it. Whi-n the winter camo on, 
paased the Seine with a design to put bis forces into quar- 
^%en at Calais. But tbe French endeavouring to stop bia 
march, the two armies came to a battle near Agiucourt; 
where, Dotwithstasding the Fnglish did not ef{ual a fourth part 
of tbo Dnsnber of the enemy, they gave them an entire dcfcatt 
cot off tea thousand, took the dukes of Orleans. Bourbon, aod 
many other peiBoiu of quality, prisoners. Some author* wnte, 
Una rictofy oust the Eagfish but two hundred; bat Mezemi 
mounts the loss to sixteeii hundred. 

To rettmi to tiie Church, which was now dnided faetwosD 
Ihree Pofiea: John XXIII. aat at Borne; GngoryXII.at 
Bhmni ; aad BemH* XIII. at AvigDOB. For. aatrnthstaad. 
ing Grvgofj and Bmmt had beea iir^mi by the eoaaea of 
P^ neither of thaamteNtteA to tlwaenlCMe. Jofaa,thefe- 
fare. bcmg aofiated by Sigintoad the empetor, and aMM etfav 
pHneeic toprt jM»c»d to tfaaehi«^iati■a^e<ayal■■l eom^- 
eil at V ummut «hidi wm opewed m Deeaaber the hai jtm. 

of Safafcarr. fibth. aad Hcflvfad. Ar abbot of Wot. 
the F^* pwhaw ■iwiaird Aat HiB. 
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The aiilhority of this decree cannot be contested, if we cno- 
stder it was {>asscd in full council aller the matter had be-cn 
previtni.-U}' debated and settled by the cnnimitteo of the natwos. 
As to the protestation of the cardinals, that dissent does Dot 
ooDCcni this article, but has a particular rej^rd to the peraoo 
of John XXIII. In short, all the decrees of the oumjcil ol 
Constance, hemg cunfinncd by John XXI II. iu the tw^dlAli 
eesmon, and by Martin \'. in tlie forty-fourth and forty-fifth, 
without any exception; the case standing thus, there is do 
reason to question but that this decree wus one of the piioci 
articles within the general approbation, and cooseq 
carries all the fiirce a jHipe and council could give it. 

In the eighth session of this council, furty-fivo aaac 
formerly held by Wickliff were examined and coadeniDed; 
some aa heretical, and ntliers only ns rrroneous ; but ibeee pro- 
pofiitions have been .ilready mentioned in nur I^ngllsh synods. 

After this ccneurc of VVickH&"s tenets, the council proeecdi 
to anathenuifizc his person, and stigmatize bis memory. Atul 
to make their sunteuce the more Bolemn, they ordered his 
corpRe, in case it could be distinguished, should be taken Dp 
and thromi out of consecrated ground. 

John Huss had an iiivitatiuu from the pope and emperor to 
repair to the council, and make a report of his belief; and to 
driver him from apprehensions of rigour, the emperor graoted 
him a safe-conduct, Ixit.li for his coming and return. , 

When ho appeared at Constance, then' were thirty propJ^H 
sitions extracted from his books, and condemned by the cou^^ 
cil. Moiit of these tenets were the same with those defended 
by WicklifT; particularly the twenty-fifth declares agninnt 
Fathens' censure of VS'icklitTs doctrine ; and the thirtieth, 
mention do more of them, affirms, *'That no laynmn cnn I 
any civil dominion, nor any prelate any Kpiritiuil anthority 
jurisdiction, while under the guilt of mortal .sin." 

After the cejisurc of these thirty propositions, the F; 
brought ill a further cliarge against Jolm Huns. The fou 
and ninth arlicU\s »ul forth, that he had taught and abetU 
WicklifTs doctrine in the pulpit and schools of the miire 
of f'rague. The ninth article chni^^ him with raiung 
abetting an insurrection in the city of Prague, and tluit t 
commolion wtih carried on to plundering, murder, sacrilege-, 
and other horrid excesses of violence. 
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The eevonteonlh and oi^htcenth articles import his denial of iienrY 

tnuksuhstantiatiun, aiid that a priest in mortal bin can neither , ^, , 

eooBecrate, ordain, nor baptizu. dl^^****" 

H In the twenty-first artiele he is said to affirm, that the court </nMM( <•/• 
Bof Rome, and tlie Church in that euiiHiiunion, was the syna- '^'" *" 
^Hjlgae uf Satin ; and in the twenty-ninth he is accused for 
^Tlflsertin^, that the laity were bound to take away the teuiiH>- 
ralitieii and eiitatos of the clergy. Ami to transeribc but one 
more : the thirty-second taxea him with maintaining in the 
pnlpit, that none but God had any authority to excommunicate 
him. The«c articles and several others arc reported to have 
been made good against him by witnesses in the council. etdrinc 

John Huss, in his defence, denied some of these articles, G+3, 

explained others, and ilcfendcd many of them. Kor the pur- ^f"*^/"*^- 

he denied hit^ ever having maintHine<l tlint the substance 

'materia] bread remained in the euchari&t afler consecration. 

As to his abetting the errors of \\'^ickliff, he answered, he did 

K not know whethL-r VViekliff hwl taught any heterodoxies in 

m England : and that he did iKit oppose the condemnation of 

WiclclifTs books by the arclibishop of Prague upon any otiicr 

account, excepting thai this prelate had condemned Homo 

tartidcif which he thought maintainable. One of these cen- 
sored articles was, Uiat pope Sylvester and Gonstantine had 
done ill in endowing the Church. And here Huh8 declared 
faims^ of ^ViekUt^s opinion. As to the assertion, that a 
pri««t in mortal sin can neither consecrate nor baptize, he 
<juali6ed this proposition by saying, that those moral dis- 
advantages made hiui administer the sacraments unwurthily. 
■ Aa for tithee, he would allow tliem no better name than that of 
alms, though he granted Uie laity were ubliged to pay them. 
And touching Wicklifl^a tenet-s ho declared he Iiad never olwti- i>„ !•[„ 
nntoly maintained anv of them : but that he could not annrore ff,'^^ 
their condemnation without evidence from holy Scripture. 1.5. ch»p 7. 

At last, u{>on his nifusing to renounce his opinions, and give H^iapn- 
satisfaction to the council, he was condemned as an incorri- 4^,^^ ^. 
gible heretic, ordered to be degraded, and delivered to the 'j]*7^ *• 
Bedolar power. This sentence was immediately executed, and jx»r«'a»d 
^™^^ pot into the emperor''s hand, who sent him to the duke j«^7. 

ivnria. In short, his books were 6rst burnt, and after- 
twards himself at the stake. He maintained his opinions lo ■■•i<t 
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faftTuig aa mterat witb kmg WeaeeilnBt be procured ■ n- 
Tocataoo of tbe p nTi le g ea of other aaliaas m &vofzr of tk^ 
BobeBUBOft. Aa for tbe barning of Uoaa, after tbe security^H 
a wfr rrm-fffft. tbal laciMih of faitb noat be cbuged upon iS^* 
fm p CTor : for it waa from bia najcetj, and not from tbe^ 
eil, that tbts proteeiioD «aa gtvea. 

WhUe John Ilasa was impriaooed, aiid a«ne montha 
he aoflered, tbe coaaefl aeat a ckatioo to Jerone of 
Tbta Jenme «aa ooe of Hom'a mtimate frieoda, aitd pnacbed 
tbe Bame doetriBe. He bad travelled Teiy amdL, and RceifcJ 
tbe degree of master of arta at tbe uniTciaitigB of Prague, Pim, 
Cologne, and Heidelberg. He Iftcwiae made a vojrage ioto 
EnglaDd, where be transcribed seretal of Wieldiff*a books, 
and carried them to Prague. Upon bis eomii^ to Coostance, 
and understanding bow roughly Husb had been treated, be 
quitted tbe toinif demanded a fuller sale-coadncti and eodea- 
TOured to maku hU escape : but before be ooold readi B(J»- 
mia, he was stopped bv the officers of John, son to Clement, 
count Palatine, iind carried to Constance and imprieoned. 

A Her the execution of John Hose, Jerome of Prague «as 
called upon to abjure his errors, to which he consented, and 
drew up a recantation, which be read before the council, ^^m 
this paper he renounced the errots of VVickliff and Husa, d^| 
clared liiw aprcMiinent with the doctrine of the Roman Church 
in ever)' point, and owned the justice of the censure passed 
against John Huae. Notwithstanding thin retractation, he was 
remanded to prison, where he afterwards re|»ented his submiB- 
aion, as we sliall see b> and by. 

In tbe mean time, I sliall relate the censure of the eoancil 
passed upon the proposition "quilibot tyranmis," &c. V\ 
this occaHJoii the Fathers take notice, they were inforra« 
" That several scandalous tenets, subversive of order and 
government, hail been lately maiiitaii>ed : amongst tbe 
Ibis propfisition had been asserted, ttiat it was both biwAil 
meriloriouB for any subject or vat>«al to kill a tyrant by nurprii 
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■HBEinstion, and under the securities of friendship ; any oaths henry 

of allegiaiioe, or other enj;^^ment« to the contrary, notwilh- . ], 

atendug : and that this course might be taken nithout waiting 
for • eommiasion from any judge, or person in authority what- 
aoerer. 

^ The holy synod bung resolved to comtiat and remove this 
dangerous error, decUre» an<l decrees such doctrine a contra- 
diction both to faith and moral honesty, and condemns all such 
tenets m scandalous and heretical, and that they serve only 
to open a passage to King, breach of promise, ireawn, and ^^^,^ 
peijury ; and, in fine, declares tlKJse heretics, and to be »»■ IX 
pooiahcd as surh, who maintain such pcmifious doctrine/' r«i. u*. 

Thia council takes notice, some people laid a h<?avy imputa- 7i« 
(km upon tlie clergy, for depriving the laity of the cup in the 'S^ 
hojjr cadurist ; and complained, tliat the giving them only the T"^?'^ 
tsiisil WM a sacrilegious injustice. In op|K>sition to this re-twMw 
oion stjran ee, the council declares for communion in one kind ; 
fcoce a against the institution of our Saviour, and the practice 
of tbe Church for a thousand years, with the doctrine af con- 
conutancy; and decrees, "It is not to be doubted but that 
tbe body and blood of Christ is entire under the »ogle and 
ae|NUBte species either of bread or wine ; pronounces those 
Inreiaos who affirm the contrary, and excommunicates all 644. 
priests who communicate? the laity in both kinds." However, ^^'JJJ^*'- 
the Fathers grant, it is in tbe C^mrvh's power to reverse this 
decree, and allow the ancient practice. 

In the nineteenth session, they roundly pronounce, that the Th»f dntmr* 
ssfr fmndnrt given to heretics by temporal princes, to bring J|^^j£jjf 
them belbre the council, is no bar to the jurisdiction of the b> '^ p ^ 
C9Hircfa, or the proceedings of the synod. And that, notwith- ofiiH^lSL 
atSDding any such safe-conduct, it is lawful for an eccUsiastical *^ *^ _^ 
jndcce, duly authorixed, to inquire into the misbelief of such «/i-<wirf 

* -I I'll tfitrnijo 

p ewons , to form a process t^^lnst them, and punish them umpoiil 
aeeofding to the methods of justice, in case they refuse to'"^** 
abiore their errors ; snd lliat all this discipline may be prac- 
tised notwithstanding (he persons prosecuted came to the ^^^ yj^ 
cotmcfl, or other tribunal of the Church, purely upon the ^g^y *- 
st rength of thL'ir safe-conduct. After this, they snbjnin a 
rj sxtnwrdinar}- clause, That the prince who has gi\ 
e isffr-coodact, provided he has done his part, is no further 
iGged by his pronuse. 
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This looks like an artificial salvo for the hooour of prinen ; 
as if thpy were not bound to make good their sale-conduct 
against the opiiiimi of Uie Church. By thia latitude of a»- 
struction^ tho promise of the atatc must be a slender secnritr. 
Bat which way princes may l>e said to be just to their engage- 
monts. without apphHnjf tn force., in i',ase of op^nisitiun, is bard 
to bo understood. However, it must be sai<I, the council hM 
given fair warning not to trust too much to the protection 
the civil magiaLrate. 

To proceed : the council could not be prevailed with to An- 
vcoBB Jerome of Prague : he was charged with inKincerity in 
his BubmtsRion, and that he had relapsed into his fonoer 
errors ; and, over and above, tljere were now articles brooglit 
in against him. In short, he retracted his recantation beAm 
the council, excepting in the potJit of tmosubstantiatimi, which 
he professed to believe. Upon this declaration, he was ftm- 
denmed as a heretic relapsed, put into the hands of the lay 
power, and suffered with great firmne^^ and fortitude. 

The news of the death of John Huw being canned t^ 
Prague, his f>arty resented the usage too far, and broke fi^H 
into an insurrection. In this commotion, they robbed niP 
palace of the archbisltop, the houses of the ecclesiastics, and 
mardereil a great ninny people. The nobility of Ikilicmia and 
Moravia being enraged at the violation of the Bafe-coDtlocti 
entered into an aasociation, declared against receiving the da- 
creee of the council, and spoke Inudly in the defence nf Juhs 
Hues and Jerome of Prague. About this lime the flusntci 
divided into two parties : one of these divisions waft called tb« 
Caliitines, because they insisted upon the use of the cup in 
the holy euclmrist, which, indeed, was the principal point in 
which they differed from the then Cfanrch. The other party, 
called Thaboritea, denied tranaubstantintion, and the real 
presence, and had many other opinions relating to the sacra- 
ments, in which they disagreed with the Roman commumon. 
Those Hussites drew together in a body of near thirty thou- 
sand ; and finding themseh-ee strong enough to contest th* 
point in tlie field, they declared war against the Roman Catho- 
lics, plundered and pulled down churchw* and gave thentsdw 
a great length in violence and outrage. To give one instanef. 
they seized the city of Prague, and massacred some of the 
magistrates. In the midst of these disturbances, king 
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W«Beerf»u« died in the yeftr HIM. Upun the death of this iiESft^ 

priDoe^ the croitii of Uobeada fell to the emperor Sigt&mood. . _;_ 

Howerer, the Hii»te», not liking bis religion, as it ta mont 
probable, oremiled his right. &nd set up tJie ^ntou.*) Zisca 
against him. This general lemtl a considerable army, built a 
atroi^ idace of retreat, uhich be called Thabor, gained several 
nctoncs over the (Mnjieror S^ismond. and made hiuuelf 
master of all Bohemia. Upon the death of Ziaca, which 
iiap[*ened in the year 14:24, this party of the HmKite# sph't 
into the subdirinon of the Tbaborites and Orphelines. But 
notvithbtanding the diffL-rencta auiung tbemaelvea, they agreed IW. 
in their quarrel agaiust the pofte, and defeated the Roiuaa 
Catholics in two set battleH : and in thii^ state of hoetility I 
ahall kave theui till the council of Ilaail. .\nd thus I have 
BCHDewhat overiooked the order of time, to give a more entire 
\i€w of the hi»tnn'. 

To go back a Utile to tbe council of Gooataoce, which was yv anuwrf 
vndcd in .April, 1418: this Hvnod, as has been hinted, d.- jMaed f^ ^ 

tibne popes, and set up Martin V. The two fintt, John 
XXITI. and Gregory XTI^ resigned the chair, after some 
little contest. Gregorr. called Aogelus CV^rariu^ died at 

tR«caiuiati before tlie council broke up. As for John XXIII,, 
cnlled Balthiwr Cohm, be made his escape out of prison by 
brifaaag hia gmrds. Being tbus at liberty, he went to Flo- 
raoee, and east fannaelf at pope Martin's feet. Upon this 
■nbmiaakin be waa &TOurably received, made a cardinal, and 
died not long afler. But all tfaii time, Peter de L«aiaf called 
Bennet XIII.. heU up his cbim, and refnaed to acqoieaee. 
Tbia anti-pope lived sercn yeanafter tbe oooncil of Coostanee, 
and gave Martin socne trouble. Bennet was anppvted in his 
pretensions hy A lp bon am , king of Arragon, who waa disgnsCed 
with Martin for a e eimn g to faroBr the French interest. In 
shnrt, upon tbe death of Beonet. two carfinals wbo adhered 
to hiro. ben^ eneooi^^ b}- AlpboMoa. elected jCgidina, a 045. 
oanoci at Bareelaiia, who took the nsme of Ckmcnt VT1I. 
ThM CSement made eaidnk, and peifonned the other fiiae- 
ttocw of bia character far none time. Bat not long after, rb, 
■ben the diSercaees b e t we m Al phnn — n and Martia ven^^ 
immodrted, tUa eompetitnr wss preraalad with to reiign. ^^ 
Andthna theaehiim mctft^-toallTcsdcd. am*.** 

he btlcr end cd' the ne 
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ycKT, the archbishop of Canterbuiy held a conTocstion M Lon- 
dou, where, beside the f^nt of two-tentlis to the king* tbcn 
w-as little done, excepting the malting tht- day of John of B^• 
verleyt aud Crispiu and Crispinian, a holy-day, in rneoMi; of 
the late victory fjaincd at Agincourt. 

In the beginning of August, the year following, the 
embarked with a con»<iderable army, and lauded lu No 
leaving the English administration to hia brotber, John d 
of Bedford. 

About this lime the archbisliop of Canterbury hod an un> 
happy occasion to exert hia discipline, and show himself a pr^ 
late of resi)IutioM and impartiality- The case was this 

The lord Strange and his lady coming to Tespera npoQj 
Kaster-day at St. Dunstan's in the East, they happened 
meet with Sir John Tnissell, a person rnth whom th«y had 
a long iniaundL-rstanding. The lord Strangp's servants 
tlieir swords in the church, wounded Sir John Trussell, bis 
and some others of his family, and killed one Putivurdy, a 
zen, for interposing to take up the quarrel. When the ne 
of this riot and murder was brought t/y the archbishop, 
ordered the church to be interdicted, the principals and ac 
sarips to be solemnly cui-aed at Paurs-Croas ; and afli 
obliged tho lord Strange anti his lady to appear before him 
his consistorv in St. PanlX and ask the churches pardon u 
their knees. And here, by way of penance, he enjoined L 
nobleman and his lady to walk with tapers in their hands 
St. Paul's to St. Dunstan^s ; which was accordingly pcrf« 
Ho likewise obli(jre<i tlie lady to purchase a pix, and some other 
omamcnlB^ for the altar. 

About this time Sir John Oldcastle was near Ijeing surpri 
in the neighbourhood of St. AlbanX At a farm<housc belon 
to the abbot of that town. For tho abbot being informed 
John lay concealed at one of his tenants', ecat some uf his 
rants in the night to be«et the house. This guartl, thoni 
they uiissed Sir John Oldrastlcj seized some of the most c 
fiding men of his party, and carried them to prison 
likewise found several religious and liturgical books in 
house, some of these books wero ciu-iously oniamentc<l 
paintings. The Lollards, looking upon tlnMe embt'Ilin 
as superstitious, had cut olf the heads of the figure* ; they 
likewise rased all tite names of the saints out of the LitanJeA. 
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was also loiuKl (^as w alsiiighain pretends) some ecanila- 
lonB papers in diithonour of the ble«sotl Virgin. These books 
were first transmit-tcd to the king into Normandy, and by huu 
•eot back to the archbishoii of Canterbury. Upon this occa- 
mon the Lollards werebtrungly declaimed against at St. PaulV 
Crun, and a tragical re[H%8entation made of the matter. 

Not long after. Sir John OldcaKtle him.si'frfell into the hands 
of the government. He was taken in Powis-Lands, in Wales, 
lie stood upon hia defence, fought those who canie to appre- 
hend him, and refused to »urreadcr hi8 person till ho was dis- 
abled by a u'uuud. 

At this time there was a parliament sitting at Westminster : 
it was summoned by the regent, the duke of Bedford, to fur- 
nish tlic king, whu was making a campaign in France. When 
the [larliament was informed of Sir John Oldcastle's being 
takea, they ordered him to be sent for up. When he was 
brought before tlio parliament, the indictment drawn up 
against him some years since, at the King^s Bench, for levying 
war against the king, was read in the house. And being 
demanded wltal he could allege in arrest of judgnicut, he run 
out, as Walsingham i-e})ort&, into a fo)*eign discourse, upon the 
mercy of tied ; that all people ought tu imitate the Uiviue 
clemency, and give merey the ascendaitt over justice; that 
vengeance belonged to none but God ; and that his servants 
ought not to intiicnch upon this prerogative of the Almighty. 
He went on further in talking wide of the business, till, at last, 
the chief justice desired the regent to order him not to make 
them lose any more time, but answer directly to the point- 
After some littJe pause, he told thera, It was a small thing for 
him to be judged by thetn. or of man's judgment. When the 
chief justice perceived him disposed to go on in a rambling 
defence, he Lid him answer positively, if he liad any thing to 
<^ject against the legality of the [irocess. To this he gave a 
somewhat 8ur{>nBiug reply, and declared he could not own 
them for bis judges, as long as his sovereign lord king Richard 
was living in Seuthind. lI{K)n this answer, a warrant was 
signed for hi» execution, and he was ordered to be hanged and 
burnt. The first part of thin sentence was executed for trea- 
son, and the other for heresy. 

The reason why Sir John Oldcastle was executed without 
any further trial, was because he stood outlawed for high Irea- 
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cmcHK- ^n- He had been iadictcfl in the first y«mr of this kini^li 
J. *j^^v reigo for beading the insurrection of tho Lotlanla near 
' — V — ' Giles's in the Field*. Tiiat the matter of fact nXo»d thus, 
646. lure the concurrent testimuuies of our Eugliah hidtoriaos: 
Wafaiiigfaim, the contiuuator of the histotr of CroyUnd; 
Harding. Fabian. Hall, GnUxon, and Stow ; not to mentic 
Polydon? Yii^l, Titus Livius, and others. And to flU| 
this c\idcnoc, and put the matter beyond all conlradicti 
the record}! of the Kliii;*s Itenrlt, the roUs of tlits present 
liameot, and the statute s^aiiisl tliv I^oUards in the 
yeiar of this reign, confirm the same thing. This last act ba'S 
been nientiontMl already. I sliall tlu'refore pas» it over, aiut 
ceed lu trauwribe the other n."Oords, as they stand iq^ 
Robert Cotton's abridgment. 

On Tuesday, the eigfat^^nth of Dt-cvuiber, an^l the ti 
ninth da_\ uf this [Ktrliaiuent, Sir John Oldcsb^e, of Cowitqg;! 
tlie I'ounty of Kent, kt., being outlan'ed upon treason in the 
King's Itench, and excommunicated by the archbishop of Oui- 
tcrbur}- for heresies, was brought before the lords, and having 
heard his said conviction, answered not thereto in cxeufe: 
upon which rvcord and process it was adjudged, that he tdwuM 
be talten as a traitor to the king and realm ; lliat he shouM 
be carried to the Tower of London, and from tliencc dranti 
through London to the new gallows in Giles's witiioat Tem- 
ple-Bar ; and there to be hanged, and burnt hanging. The 
record out of tlic KingV Bench is at Urge ; the f ffect wb^rtof 
is, that the said Sir John OldcasUe, and othen to the Dumber 
of twenty thousand men, called Lollards, at Gile8''B afonMld, 
did conspin? to aubTcn the state of the cieiTgj. and to kill the 
king, his bi-oth^^r, and other nobles. The archbiahup of Can- 
terbury's instrument for his excommunication is there abo «l 




CWtlMI** 

iu. '^ Urge. 



Notwithstanding all this evidence of the mo&t public aud 
unquestionable kind. Fox b wry solicitous to relieve Sir John 
Oldcaalle's mejuor)-, nnd lake off the imputatitm of troasoo. 
He is so hardy as to deny Uic insum-ctioti in .St. Giles's in the 
Fields and argues against the authority of the record in thfr 
Kings Bench, because the inaictroent is dated the ame day 
in wliich the insurrection w-as cnitOuHl. But when it ut coo- 
si.lcrca the king was pre^cquainted with ihe plot, and tliai 
the rebels were dispersed before day, what lunden but that lh» 
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process might be prepared, the eominission of oyer aud ter- llENRT 

miner drann up, aud the court ait u|>on the trial of the persons ; t 

indicted the same day \ He makes another uhjection a(;ain«t 
the record ; from the omission of the names of the jury in the 
indictment. But this exception is of no weight ; for the record /■'■-r'«>*'<j*- 
Bot« forth that the bill was found against him by the grand \\\- ^il^^JT 
quest. And as for the names of either one jury or the other, it 
is not the custom to insert them in the body of the indictment. ., „ 
Fox goes on in his objections, aad attacks the statute, whichnp. 7 
eh&i^ges the Lollards with making insurrections, aud points 
plainly at the drawing t<igcther of the rebels near St. Giles^'s in 
the Fields. He pretends to discover an inconsiatency lH<twecn 
the preamhle and the body of the law, charges part of the bill 
fiiih £iki-liood and mifireprosentation, and endeavours to per- 
suade hi^ reader, that preambles of statutes ant sometimes t^^t,^. 
governed by pi-ejudice and dtHaifection to parties, and mis- ""-"ij't, 
report matters of fact. But if such objections as these must ^ ?'*■ 
oTCTweigh tho authority of the public records, the credit of 
lustoiy must sink. In short, Fox, by questioning such au- s^mfw- 
thentic proof, dot*s but discover the sti-engtli of his wishes and I^""," 
tiie bias of his inclination. And though I have no dc^gn to 
ohaige this historian with insincerity, yet it is plain his preju- 
dices and passions governed Iiis pea in some cases. To give 
only two instances : this niartyrologist confesses, tliat Augus- 
tine, the monk, wrought miracles among thc> Saxons at his first 
coming over ; and yet after tliis ackn<>wle<lgment of a divine 
attestation, he treats him with very rugged language fur re- 
fusing to rise to the Welsh bishops, charges him with ptiari- 
saicat solemnity, rallies upon his behaviour, and is displeastnl to , , ,^ 
find his lordship so higti, so hcav)', or so proud. Now grant- IM 
ing this prelate had some of the infirmities of Iniman nature 
about him, and failed in the manner of his salutation ; gi-anttng 
ho ga'c loo bniad signs of his superiority, and pushed his 
claim too far, which I do not deny ; yet one would have 
thought the charity and fatigue of the undertaking, his super- 
natural credentials, and tho glorious success of his mission, 
might have secured a respect to hts memory and screened him 
from cnane nsage. 

Another instance of Fox'f* judgment being misled by his 
fancy may be met with in the reign of king John. FIc tells os, 
"Among divers conditions belonging to this king, one there 
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d should be bestowed npOQ 
glUh. and that the bUbofv 
>le in their diucc«ea abonU 
I it may nol be impropsr Id 
^ ihe fourtli year of this kuf *b 

-■ B forth there was a statvt* 

[igenitorR, " that none of 
»n archbishopric, bishoi 
leficer The rcasoa 
Kfermeutii, ia, " becaoae 
L used to bring a retinue of 
feuch public assemblies; uid, 

__^ . . 'goveniment were discovered 

I to the Irish rebels.^ To prereot this miachief, the old statnta 
\ ill guarded with severe penalties : but the reason of things being 
I altered, these acta are both grown obsolete. 

To reftim to the ambassadors, who moved further, that^ 
I the future, no French monks should be Admitted into any 
niouasteries in England belonging to that nation ; and, hutl' 
tliul when llie lung Itappened to be engaged in a war in defe 
of the Roman see, the Peter-pence and other sums of money 
usually |>aid to his holiness should be spent upon tha 
ditiuti. 

The [xipe giving an iinBatlftfactory answer to these d 
the ainl>aKHAdor8 told liini, thai unless his holiness thought fit 
to comply immediately, they had positive instructious to make 
A protestation before himself and the conclave, tliat the ki: 
would luse his [irerogative in the points above-mentioned: t 
he had no necessity of making this reijuest, it being nollii 
Vitfchl'lH ^"'^ P""* respect to his holiness which put him upon proceodi 
litis way. 

Neither were the English the only complainaata af^ainst the 
AHdyrmu^ cncroaelunenU of the court of Rome ; fur the estates of Frano^^ 
biniig convened in May at I'aris, revived their old ordonnftoc^^f 
against the excesses of the supremacy; .idding withal, that r 
>larttn Hhould not be owned as pope by the French, unless 
he WAS willing to govern his pretensions by this order. And 
when his holiness stood off, ami put Ihe Church of L>on3 under 
an intenlict, the parliament of Paris dedareil that interdict 
void, and tried ihe rector of the univereity for high treason 
because he had appealed from the king to the pope. 
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To retom to Kngland. This year the archbishop of Can- 
terbary ^-iw'tcd the diocese of llochester, to which sec the 
pope had lately preferred one John Langton, ft monk of Can- 
terbury : which promotion was a manifest invasion uiwii 
archbiiihop Chichcley, for the bishopric of liochuster belonged 
to the patrrjnagc and jurisdiction of the aee of Canterbury. 
To what has been already observed upon this subject^ I shftU 
give the reader the oath of homage for the tcmporaliiica mmde 
to the archbishop by this Langton : — 



HENRY 
V. 



*^ Jco, Jehan Langdon, ovosquo de Rocestre, jnre !v lee saintz 
ewigelies, qui dc ce jour en a^'ant serra foial et loial et foia 
porterai u vous, trfes-revcrent pier en Dicu, Ilcnry, par la grace 
de iJieu I'archevesquc de Canterbury-, et primate de toute 
TAngle terrc, et k vo6 succcsscurs, des terres ot tonemcntea lea 
qneux jeo claime tenir de voua, et loialment ferai et counoistrei 
las serncea qoa j^ doi fair a vous monsigneur, ai Dieu me aide 
et left saintes evangiles/^ 



a/Rnehr*. 
Cera oath y" 
homi^ la 
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This i>ope, uotwiLhstanding the arbitrary exercise of his 
anpremacy, received a check at York : for, baring translated 
Richard, bishop of Lincoln, to that metropolitical see, the dean 
and chapter insisting upon tltp statutes of pruvisiirs, refused to 
admit him. In short, the {wpe was forced to acquiesce, and 
return the bishop of Lincoln to his own see. 

Towards the latter end of this year, (be archbishop of Can- 
terbury was ordered to wait upon the king in France. At hift 
arrival the king had made himself master of most of the great 
towns in Normandy, and was now set down before Bouen. At 
this time there was a treaty set on foot between the crowns of 
England and France. The place agreed up«in was Poute de 
Larobe. Hither the archbishop of (Canterbury and the earl of 
Warwick were sent, with commission to treat a peace. Car- 
dinal L'rain, the po|K;'8 nuncio, was hkcwi&e there, in quality of 
mediator. When they uiel, tlie English and French plenlpo- 
tootiarieB not agreeing upon the conditions, the trvaly, after a 
fartfi^t'a debate, broke off. And now, the city of Rouen, 
which had held out six months, and lost a hundred thousand 
men by famine and service, was forced to yield. Two noble- 
men, two ecdcsiftstics, and iuo burghers, cante out of the 
town, and, casting tliemselvea at tlie king's feetf tveggi'^l a 
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iictiE- capitulation. The Idag attend tbem Co go to the aralibishap 
AV^c^L of Camertjun's toot, eapamam^ ihmt prelmte, the «riB of 

* ^ ' Warwick and Salisbuiy, and soma athenr to treat with ihe 

town. The bur^hera aod garriaoo had their live* and fortum 

eeciuvd upoD the j^^ui e ut of three hundred and auty-fira 

thoaaand crowita. \VheD the eapitolation was signed, the 

Jdng made a triumphant entry into Kooea ; and, soon after, all 

the rcmniniog towns of fiormaiidy surreodered. 

A. D. 1419. AboDt the latter end of Aognafc, the next year, the arch- 

biRhop of Canterbury, being dbnusaed by the king, retorned 

into En^^aod, and »uumoDcd a eomrocation to Loodon, vdiicfa 

BWt npoo the nioe-and-twentieth of Norembcr. One Richard 

Walker, a priest at Worcester, waa brought before this sjrtwd, 

and charged with witcfacraft. This practice was proved upon 

bhim, by produeii^ sercnl nagical books, images of wax, epdh, 
and other diabolical praparatsoas for that porpoae. There «» 
a senuon made upon this oocanon at St. Paul's Crooa, by John 
Wella, bishop of Laodaff; where the criminal did paUie 
penance, renounced his practice, and burned nil his ma^cal 
furniture. There were several persons suspected of LolUrdiam 
■j^Tcu^i^ brongfat before this synod, and obliged to abjure Wlokliffa 
^Sb^.R^' *^'*^^ And thus, after the giBot of « large subeidj, the oou- 
BriL p. STa vocation broke up. 

I And now, wfaHe the awJibi B hop wan iVnpatJihinfl hts manHil"" 

^>rau>^ the proTmee to prmy lor tKe aoceeas of the eampugn, 
there happened an accident very much to the king''s advantage, 
«»d which gave hixn a promning ptmpect of the crown of 
F>»noe without contesting any litrtbor : Ibr Philip, duke of 
^orgundy, to revenge the murder of hia fiUfaer, lately asMB- 
»oated at an mterriew with the danphin, made a private 
y«aty with king Henry, promise him the princew CathaKioft 
n.*..^ rf t'htTI!^^*^ "^ '^^^^ advaal«5e8 reqmstte for the gainiiv 
iiS-^^^JlT**"; A» ^«t*«*d»d*2ed was, that thTkki 
tow' Ch«Svi **'"'**^""'^ to Troye*, and make an alliance with 
TKZ!" BuT|5undY wh« here we are to ohaerre, that the duke of 
. «*9. the hemd'oV tZ r!!!!!..'™** '*'' **** '***'^ '^ France, ww at 
^'^heK the prin^^X^l^ "^ "^ king Charles, q«eo 
power and inter«r^ ^^^^^ "^ the city of Paris, in his 
i»^h. »nd not win™»r? ^^' **^"« **" P*««»^ *^^ **« 
W» •ahir*. c»me to tL "7 *" opportunity «> »er,i««hle to 
«> *ro^« forthwitl,, enteral i„t„ an alliance 





with king CItartcs, Aud was coiiiractvd to his dauf^hter the hbs 
princeas CathoriDe. ^ 

Bt the Articles of this treaty^ king Charles declared the 

king of England his heir to the crown of Franco. In the 

mean time, king Henr)- was to content himself with tho style 

of regent, and the government of the kingdom, and not take 

the title of king of France during the life of Charies : that 

the two kingdouit) of France and England should he enjoyed 

by king Henry and his heirs : but that both nations should 

be governed by their own laws, and neither of them brought 

^^ to a dependency or subordination to each other. And 

^1 lastly, the dauphin was disabled from succeeding his father, 

^ and declared a public enemy : neither was any treaty to be 

entered upon witli him without the consent of both kuiga, the 

dnke of Burgundy, and tho three estates of England and 

France. This treaty of Trojes was swoni by all tlie lords of M«unL 

I the French cnurt» and by all the great cities from the Scheldt 

^■to the Loire. 

Pursuant to this treaty, tho king was married to the lady 

Catharine, in Way the next year. Soon after this Holcmnity, 

the king marched from Troves to 6ght the dauphin, took 

Montereau, and aften^arda set down before Meaux, which 

surrendered after four niimths' siege. In the beginning of Mneni. 

^^f ebmary, he returned into England, leaving the prosecution a. i». i 

^■of the war and the government of France to Humphrey, duke 

of Gloncoster, and the duke of Burgundy. Not long after his 

»rrivaj. the [tarliamcnt met at Westminster, where the queen 

was solemnly crowned by the archbisliop of Cant«rbury, who 

sumnoonf^ a convocation to London, and procured a tenth for 

the king : this Bul>«dy was granted upon conditions proposed 

hy the famous Liiulwood, in the name of the clergj-. The /v^jjlv 

articles were : that the king's purveyors should not meddle ;*, otopj 

^^'th the goods of any Lcclcsia-Stics ; that clergymnn should not 

^mc iuipriHontM], excepting for theft and murder : but when they 

Hrere proeccnted for other crimes, they should be admitU^d to 

^%ai\. Thoa*? privileges, as Duck relates, were securetl by an * „ 

of parliament, though lliey an' not mentioned in the printed ^^^\^ 

'•'J. p. 
l^'pon tho recoaa of the convocation, the archbishop of (*an- 

rburv thought it prop<;r to relax tn his juriwlietion, which lie 

had hitherto oxcrci»»e<l in tlie cunquenid province* in Franoe. 
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Fur, it seems, be had lefl some ecclesiastical jndgeft to rqir»> 
s»mt him in tliat kiagdoiu. This conduct, u|»on recoUedioa^ 
he conceiTod miglit give diaguat : he thereforo recalled thooQi 
who actc<l b)- hm anthorit)-, and HTote to the French who bid 
submitted to the king of F>ngland, that, for the future, tlicy 
should obey the injunctions of thoir diocesans and ordinarieB. 

This jear. Kicbard Clifford, bishop of I^ndon, deported 
life. He was first, bishop of Worcester : and besides 
preferments in the Chnrch, had home the t)ffice of lord prifj- 
seal. He was a prelate of great probity and conduct, and Tei; 
much bdoved both by prince and people. In the ye*r 1414, 
he made an order, with the a.sst'nt of the eliaptcr, tlvat fi 
the Hrst of December following. Divine service sliuuld be [« 
formed in hia cathedral, '^Eccundum usum Sorum;* and th 
the old form and rubrie called ?-t. Paul'a, should be laid 
He was a considerable benefactor to an hostel in Oxford, 
wards called London College. He sat almost fourteen 
at London, and died uiH>n the twentieth of August. He ga 
the arms of the Cliffonls, from whence it appeara he 
extracted fnim that noble family. 

This yew. as Stow relates, the king nipprened the 
monasteiiee in England: the reason is said to be, 
Ukmo convents were disafVboted to the government, and sbo 
their diasatisfitction at the kingV conqucsta in France, 
lands were granted by this prince, and his succes so r, to 
monasteries, and colleges of leanied men. 

The king having received the ill newa of the loss of a hatt 
before Itatige in Anjou, and that his brother, the duke of 
Clarence, who commanded the English, was killed upon the 
spot, levied a strong reinforcement, and set sail for France. 

This year, upon the sixth of December, the ijueea ma 
delivered of a son at Windsor, who afterwards oacoeeded his 
father by the name of Henr>- VI. This prinee was haptixtd 
by the nrchbishop of Canterbury ; his uncle, the doko of Bed- 
forj and his great uncle, Henry, bishop of Winchester, beii^ 
gnd&then; and JacqueUne, coonteae of Hollaod, godmotlMr. 
.. r '^"""^"»^ «»« q"««n set saO for Pnmce, and was 
a«^-oded to the king. And now the English admitustntkw 
w» pat mto the hand* of Humphrey, duke of Gk)UOi»ter. 

" return to the Chnreh. The time drow noar for holding a 
For, by a <lect«e of the council of Coostaaoe. 




general council. 
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}iher synod wi« to be convened after five ycnre : a second* 
years af^er that ; and froni thcnceforuard, ever)' ten 
The five years beiof; nearly expired, pope Martin de- 
to buld a general council thi.s year at Pavia. 

Upon this occasion, the archbishop of Canterbury sum- 
moned a convocation to Tvondon, in the beginning of April. 
At this meeting of the clergy, several bishops, inferior prelates, 
and doctors, were elected for delegates. And afterwards, by a 
vote of both houaea, (for about this time, as the learned Duck 
obeerves, tlie biahops and abbots bat in one place, and the 
inferior clerf^ in anoLhi>r,) their names were returned to the 
lung. The reason of sending this list was^ that his highness 
might pitch upon whom he thought fit of that number, to 
rqmscnt the English Church at the general council. The 
ooovocntion likewise voted the delegates a sum of money to 
defray their expense. Uut aa it happened, all this preparation 
was without effect. For the plague breaking out at Pavia, on 
tlie lint appearance of the council, the pope removed it ^mt to 
Sienna, and soon after ordered it to be dissolved. 

At tlie London convocation Luit mentioned, one \ViUiam 
White, a priest, was quctitioned for iieresy : ho was brought 
to a recantation, and cliarged, amongst other things, with 
preaching nitltout an authority from his diocesan. There was 
Bcewtae one Henr)- Webb, of ^V'orcoste^, prcscntwl for cx- 
erofiing the office of a priest witliout orders. His sentence 
was, to be stripped t«i the waist, and publicly bastinadoed in 
the cathedrals of St. Paul'R, Worcester, and Bath. Further, 
one William Taylor, a master of artSi was delegateil at this 
eontocation for preaching some opinions which he had puhltdy 
renounced two )*earB before. Some of his tenets were : that 
prayers ought to be made to none but God ; that worship was 
not due to the human, but only la the Divine nature of our 
SaTiour : that to invoke the Baint«, or any created being, was 
absolutely unlanful : that it vni'i downright idolatry- to offer 
any thing at a crucifix or the figurce of the Balnts : tliat a 
monastic life was a disconfurmity to our i^aviour^s institution : 
that tem^Njral jurisilictiun and offices of state or justice wen* 
forbidden the clerg}* by the gospel. Thus we see be was right 
in Mane things, and wrong in others. He likewise decJared 
agaiost part of the decrees of tlie council of Constance. And 
here the civilian were onlered to deliver their opinion ; npon 
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vhich, L}ii<Iwoodf Brown, and other eiiunent perwnis in 
C&culty, declared, tliat when any person suspected of hei 
pravity had Btood excommunicated for the ^lace of a j'osr,' 
was sufficient to prove the charge of bereey upon him ; hoi 
ever, upon his repentance, he ought to be received into 
Cliurcli'a conimunton. But, in case he returns to his fni 
niiapbreuaaiou, lie in to be pronounced a heretic relapsed, 
delivered up to the lay-power. 

Sotm after the recess of this convocation the melaudii 
news of the king's death was brought over. Tliis prince, 
being over vigorous in tbo prosecution of the war, and f«ti| 
hiiiiwrif beyond the Htreugth of liis constitution, fdl into 
ague, and diinl of it at Bois de Vincennen, upon the lut 
August. His corpse vfan brought over and interred at Wi 
minster. His death was extremely regretted, l>oth by 
subjects and oLiiers : for he bad all the qualities required in 
great pritm? : he Iiad a strong geniua for all the functiims 
war: he foresaw tbo difficulties of an enterprise, laid pract 
cable schemes, and executed what was designed with 
conduct and resolution. He was likewise remarkable Jbr 
justice of liis adtninistratinn, for his condcscensivenees ar 
good-nature, and for the constant piety of his behaviotir. His 
death is said to have affected the French kmg to thai decree, 
tliat it occasioned his own. King Henry founded two monss- 
terjes upon the Tliames, not far from Richmond : one called 
Itethlcm, for Carthusians ; the other called Sion, for nuns 
the onlcr of St. Bridget. Tie much disliked the inipri&oi 
ment and deposing of king UicluiLrd : looked upon those 
traitors who uere instrumental in his death ; and to make 
some satisfaction for his father's misbehaviour, he fvdered 
Ridurd's corpse to be taken up at Langley, broagfat to W't 
mii\6ter, and honourably buried near king Edvard the 
(v«9ur. 

In his fourth year, during the war with Fiance, all 
priories alien, Hhieh were not con\'entual, were diswdved 
act of parliament, and granted to the crown. 

By the »»y, we may observe, that tbeao alien priork 
most of tti«n cdla to monasteries in Fraoc*. Tbey were 
two Rorta : aome lud mouka, with a prior to gorem the i 
but not under « coDv«ntual ostablishment ; tliat ia, they had 
not the privilege of a boily liki> other rcKgiooa hottMa» 



CEKT. xv.J OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



3S5 



might be remored at the pleasure of the foreign abbej to tiRMtr 
which they beloi^^ed. Others were of a morv independent . ^'' 
oonstitnticHi. And thouifh, Uke a colony, they paid a regard 
to the French abbeys, yet they were an entire society to all 
intents and i>uri>oee8. 

The first were accountable to the principal tnonaateriea for 
the iflBoes and profits : but thu Utter were prupnetors, and 
rMeired the revenues for tlieir own Ijenefit. 

The ground for diswlnng thoee of the former distinction 
was a suggestion of the danger of their constitution : it was 
alleged, that these mouk.% being foreigiiertf, and dqiending 
upoa wperiorti in another kingdom, could not be true to the 
interest of the English nation : that their l>eing planted here 
gave them an opj^Kirtunity of maintaining a correspondence 
with the enemy ; and besidce their transporting money and 
other cotmnodities, was no ordinar)' damage. It was argued 
on the other »de, that thdugh these monks were French by 6.51. 
birth, yell since they bad tlieir settlement and maintenance 
heittf tiiay vouhl be EnglLdi by inclination. In short, the 
dnahnn^ these monasteries was a dangerous precedent, and 
M the way to larger measures of this kind in the reign of 
Henry VIII. To proceed : 

In this king's reign, Richard Fleming, bishop of Lincoln, WM»d. Hml 
feoBded lineoln ooDege, in Oxford. A catalogue of the other I^Jt^^ 
bemfiwton, rectiHS, and writen of this houae, may be seen '^^^ "* 
in Wood's Antiquities. n dmw. 

The Idiig lived thirty-six years, reigned almnnt (en. and was 
■OBcecded by his son, Henry VI., an infiint of eiglit month-s 
old. By bis last will, he left the regency of Fraaee to the 
duke of Bedford ; and the duke of Gloooeetev bad much the 
•ane aolhority in Knglaud ; which oominiflnoas were to last 
during the king's minority. In the mean time, the care of hie 
edocatioo was entrusted with Henry Bcaufurd, bishop of Win- ami p. xx 
cheater, and Thomas Beauford, duke of Kxeter, his great vit.<-i.'uiM 
■ndA. |^.^3o. 

On the Monday, before the feast of St. Martin, there was a 
oooMiriiaion directed to Ilumplkrey, duke of Gloucester, to 
enaunon a parHament. At the opening of the aasaions, the 
a i dihwli op of Ganterbary, by the order of the duke of Glou- 
C«tar, ded&red tlie reasons ibr the Imlding a parliament. 
And here, according to eustom, he began hia speech with a 
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empvgati aunt 

he took oocaakm to oiftke ft 

«f Hcny v. Fmm wfa«DC« be 

netting fiurth, '* «lMi 

ao pronuang a t^^ae* 

He looked tipm 

m han^r prenge ttpaa ha 

tJbe most per^, m 

the mataoa wnfain six dap. 

the greatneBBoT aD kis 

period to tbe French H^r : and 

the npal bae of Fiaaee and Eog- 



laidy 90 be auaij oyiv tfe FRvflcgB of bis birth, and be m 

: of hetk Uqg^iHa. la tfe mean time be acqaunia 

tke lerda aad ammaam, tt&m tha king, that it waa his high- 

al UsariifectB durid enjo^ tbe privikigeB and 

bjr bis predeeeaBom. As fiv the reaaxu 

ofannHiang Ois pMfamral. be told them they were tbnv. 

Firat, ta aa^ga geitiatau for the kings pctson. Seeondl^t 

far keepiog tbe peaee, aad fmiiiJ a ^ for the exaevtion of the 

tam : and, tbiidljr, for tbe di fi tip of the ralm against foRigi 

iosuUs; and, hsilj, be neunmended the advice of Jetbio, 

Moses's fiuhcr4a-iav, and eoiqared tbem to Eoake choice of 

f^nooa of hoaoar, probilj, and cop dn u i , for tbe educatiuo af 

the kin^, and the mangling tbe gDretament,^ 

M this seBBiofi, the king, b^ his lettera-patenU confinnedb; 
Omil 1. pariiuiH at, appoints John, didce of Bedford, pmtcctor of the 
««LCw^reahn of EngUnd; and that in his absence only, the duke of 
SB;* *^*™^e«««r was to supply the ssid office. There was Ukewiae 
g«*.5^ * P"'^ coQHcil settJed for the king by this parliament ; 
jj^ of wiiieh six were Usltops. As for the archbishop of Canter- 
^^' Jj"*?' notwithstanding ho was first in this nomination, he 
Hbt hn«w4. thought fit to retire from court, and confine himself to the 
government of his province. 

tb- If "*^^''' ^^'"' ^'^"'*^ Bowett, archbishop of York, depsited 
and h^' I .^'^ fan^ted from Bath and Weik to this see. 

In the v^"i4,1 '?*"r' *" '*'" '^'S" ^^ ^'"^ """'7 '^'• 
making-^ cain 'L^*-** ^,r**» '^'"« »*l™>tago of Uie kiug's 

down tforrSk" I'T^.^rtt '*'*' "^^'"^ ^ "*' 

• "^ "^^""'S intelligence of ibU irruption, drew 
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together what forces ho could, and marched to the relief of the hknkv 

town. When tliis news was bruught to York, tliu archbishop, , J - 

though 80 far disabled with age aa not to be in a condition to 
endure riding, ordered himself to be carried in a chair to the 
F.ngiish army, took his clerjiy along with him, encouraged the 
troops to defend their country ; and, in short, had no small 
Bhare in obliging the enemy to quit the enterprise : for when 
the Scots perceived the Knglish resolved to attack them, they ^2^^. ^4. 
decamped in the night, left their baggage and artillery, and "'^.'Jlijj 
made a hanty rotreat into their own countr)-. Elwne. 

To return to the see of Canterbury : archbishop Chichcley rfcrorr*- 
waa now entered upon a provincial visitation. As he passed y^il^a 
through the diocese of Lincoln, he came to Micdiam-Fcrrani, '^•'hf»-^ 
uie pUce of liis nativity. At this town he founded a collcgt- //vji-m 
for the maintenance of a warden, eight fellows, or chaplains ; 
four inferior clerks, and six for the sen-ice of the quire. This 
fomidation he dedicated to the honour of the blessed Virgin, » n. It'i. 
Edward tiio Confessor, and archbishop Beckett. The busi- 
ness of the society was, to pray f<»r the souls of the deceased. 
1 le likewise built a large hospital in the same place, and settled 

a largo estate for tlio use of the poor : which revenue was 

considerably improved by the benefactions of Robert and 
\\'illiam C'hicheley, the archbishop's brothers, and aldermen of 

London. 

This year James I. king of Scots, who had been taken pri- 

noDfir by the English in the cightli year of king Henry TV., 

was now enlarged upon articles. Before his quitting the realm, 632. 

Iw did homage to the young king at the caatle of Windsor, in 

the form foUoning : 



I, James Stewart, king of Scots, shall be true and faithful 
unt« you, lord Henry, by the grace of God, kii^ of England 
and France, the noble and superior lord of the kingdom of 
Gotland ; and to you I make my fidelity for the same king- 
dom of Scotland, which 1 hold and claim of you ; and I sliall 
bear you my faith and fidehty of life and limb, .ind worldly 
hnnanr against all men : and faithfully I slmll knowlt^dgt* and 
shall do y<m service due for the kingdom of Scotland aforesaid. 
So God help me and these holy evangelist*. 

The latior end of this year, at a convocation at London, 
VOL. III. a 
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ICJLL Ul^TOUV [looK ni 

DU «•■ floaaUnr wliM a sinet ftcvouat 
Gol ftr Aeioek eaamiUed (0 jour 
«f jovr pMtoal offiesi 
h^al te vpfwt the f^lite aod boBOBr 

■« WcB SO i hjiyj end D^gGgoit. 2(o| 



time lo jottr puM wfao kafv 

^■a the pnrSegBB arttM hy oar 

L WMtheboooorwidaMtlKiritj 

lyta ;«■ oalf to p«t yoa IB a sope^^ 

L to aaar ib olite. m4 to gi*<e joo tJbe Ubert j 

■r ■■■. ami «■( lh«* Ifetofi wliicfa are J< 

II BB ik JV^f flfHIDBt JW flflV Bimli oot of 

the iiliwliiMiii of onr 
'hfr |« l» fliwqi nto St. Petor*« laodi^ i 
■ tofaeithea: toitlMr had be the : 
ta hr Wd giwm his Mtoter 1 
Wtod !■■. b Uia, then, your mniHr 
Aavtog fMr Itoe to draft! b tUs feedh^ and taku^ 
ifthefltoic! ABd vfl ato^ oMubet » tt» £aefaa] 
to the Mr fl»! AW! jw Bode are 

and jet jon aeem to 
■{A to retriere them. Y< 
fdiota viihoat waniagi 
yva Beem to put poiaoo. 
Yoa can look 00 
the walfw aeattor atol pal than b pbees^aDd, Ukea*( 
^l^^" atti ao ameh as *!■?!' upon the ocetobo. Yoa oui 
the aathodtjr of aar fabtoed Savioar and the apoatolb 
d fq i bt d aod ttai i p i wi aa, without ao mack as dtopfiag 
«f3«d of tw in — il l M weL Now, one wooid faare thought 
might at least have wtogpered joar dislilce, if voa faad beea ; 
nry pnMleotial as not to hare de«bi«d it {luUiclj. 

" Are jou oot avare ^roa nasi ooe dav aceoani to 
•atoart &rthing' for aU oowion and pre^aiicatioos of th» 
kmd! Do not jxm beliere, if any of the Bock are lost bv vour 
negJert— aal there are a great msnv—* their blood 
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Conaider. aud tremble, what vcnge- JIKNKY 
mces by the prophet Ezekiel ; 'O , . . 



ivquirt'd at your hands T 
Anee God Ahnighty denounces 
son of man, I liave set thee a watchman nnto the house of 
IJRmel : if thou secst the sword come, and doet not blow the 
trmnpet, nnd any pcraon is taken away, his blood will 1 require p^^^^ ^ 
at thine bauds/ Now, wliat abuminuble violcncu has been let ^. ' 
locWB npon your province, I leave it to yournelf to consider. 
Pmy peruse that * royal law,' if there is any thing that is either 
'law' or ^royaP belongs to it: for how can that be called a rkt/iofe 
statute which rej>ealtf the lan-s of God and the Church I How JJ^^^ 
can it de»Br\e thy name of ' royal,' when it destroys the ancient /''*»•«>«. 
naagea of the kingdom t when it is so counter to that sentence 
in Holy Scripture, *Thc king's honour loveth judgment?' I 
desire therefore to know, reverend brother, whether you, who 
are a Catholic bishop, can think it reasonable, such an act aa 
tJiia almuld be in force in a Christian country t 

" For, in the first place, under colour of this execrable 
statute, the king of Kngland reaches into the spiritual jiinsflic- 
tion, and governs so fully in ecclesiastical matters as if our 
Saviour Imd constituted Inni his vicar, ile makes laws for the 
Churchy and order of the clergy; draws the cognizance of 
eeduiastical causes to his temporal courts; and, in short, 
makes so many provisions about clerks, beneBces, and the 
concerns of the hierarchy, as if the keys of the kingdom of 
beaveo were put into hi>« hanrK and the sufienntendency of 
those afhirs had been entrusted with his higlmeas and not with 
St. Peter. 

" Besides this hideous encroochmeatt he has enacted several 
terrible penalties against the clergy. So unaccountable a 
rigour this, that the English constitution does not treat Jews 
nor Turks with this severe iisagc. People of all persuasions 
and countries have the liberty of coming into England : and 
only those who have cures bestowed upon them by the supreina 
btsbop, b)' tlw! vicar of Christ Jesus,— only those, 1 say,— are 
banished, seized, imprisoned, and stripped of tlieir fortuneo. 
And if any proctors, notaries, or others, charged with the 
•xecation of the mandates and censures of the apostoUc sec, — 
if any of these l»ppen to set foot upon English gi-ound, and 
proceed in the business of their commission, they are treated 
like enemies, thrown out of the king's protection, and ox|«wed 
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of Ae tipgdom: coosider 

al this ontngft. la 
Is llM the people of 
rcigirdB to their mother 
Gtati^hB atyled a Oathofie 
ande and practieed, 
lo tlM vicar of Ouwt is prohibited, yihen 
■ol aAowed to exaoote our Savioor'a 
id to IV t ei, aod, in him, to his na- 
: ' b«t tim Blatste inU not anfler him to 
IkK oAee vpon the Icn^, and pntends 
■nlhiaWj in oercnl eawa. O hriet 
hail Ua Ohnch apoa Si. Peter; bat thie act of pariii^H 
hiadefa the cftd of tUe jliqiiwiliim far it will not Jt^ 
Si. PetcrV aee to proc o ed in the ftmctiaoK of govanmnei^ 
■er BilEe p roriaioo a anitaUe to the oeoesBtties of the Church. 
Omr Savioar haa ordeted, that whetercr his high priest ' shall 
biad or kwae upon earth, shall be boood or loosed in beaveo : ' 
but this statote Tentores to orcrnilc the Divine plcasme : for | 
if die immwBsf<> repreeratatiTe of our Saviour thioks fit 
ddqgste any priest to execute the pover of * the keys'* 
the inteodnient of the statute, this art not only 
admit tfacm, but foroea them out of the kingdom, Bi^xes 
effects, and makes them UaUe to ftirther pensUtes : and if BB7 
diBC^itine and i4>o6tolic censure appears against this assget iijj 
IB pnnidied as a capital oflbuce. 

" And nbat doee yoiu* prudence think of ftU this '. Is thi* x 
Catholic statute! Or, can it be endured without 
to our Satiour, without a breach upon the Ums of the Q( 
and the ruin of jteopleV souls t ^Vhy, therefore, did you not] 
cry aloud I \Vliy ' did vou not lift up your voice like a trumpct|| 
ahoa' your people thetr transgrcsaiou, and tlic house of Ji 
their bitis, that their blood may not be required at your hands!''] 
If all persons who Ijave the cure of bouIs are bound to give tlitaf 
warning, how much more necessary is it for you to perfonii tbial 
part of your duty ; to yon, who have both the i>eople and pncstaj 
committed to your care by tire Roman see ; by whose &voi 
you enjoy the |jrivilcgo both of priuiatc and legate for ihi 
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English Church, and have the honour of being the successor uf henrt 
tliat gloriowi mart>T St. Thomas, who, to remove the oppresiuon ^ ^^" 
of such statutca as this, sacrificed hiniaelf for the interest of the 
Church r 

"Tbeee things considered, you, who ought to have sot 
up the Church's standard, be most forward in the defence of 
religion, and animated your fellow bishops to a noble contest, 
arc the first that turn your back, and decline the service ; and 
thus, either by your cowardice, by your neglect, or downright 
pre\'arication — as it is generally believed, — you discourage tboee 
who were resolved to make a stand. 

*' Therefore, if the Church complains of your conduct, — if 
the whole miscarriage is laid to your charge, — be not Burpri8€*d, 
but tn)ubled, at the imputation. And further, let this reproach 
put you upon reforming your conduct, and awaken your courage 
to act up to the engagements of your office ; which, were you 
btit iaclined to make the most of yourself, would be no difficult 
performance. Exert your character, therefore, among the 
laity : inform their understandings in this point, and endeavour 
to bring them over to justice : show them what a snare the 
statute alwve- mentioned will prove, and how much guilt it will 
draw u|>on their consciences. Let these admonitions be pressed 
home ; and then, as it is generally said, * The crooked will be 
made straight, and the rough ways smooth.'' " 

Afler thin length of reprimand, the pope continues to tell 
the archbifiht^, tliat he thought himseJf bound in conscience 
to deal thus plainly with him ; and charges him, under tlie 
penalty of excommunication, to go to the privy council imme- 
diately, and make what interest he was able for the repealing 
that statute ; and, when the parliament sits, to apply to the 
lords and commons for the same purpose, and to let them 
know that all those who obeyed tliat statute were under 
excommmiication. He was further repaired to enjoin all the 
elevgy to preach the same doctrine; and, huttly, he is or- 
dered io take two grave jjersons along with him to attest 
his diligence, and to certify the pope of the result of^,^ 
the matter. This letter of the pope's is dated on the fifth of ml 
December. !!Xmul^ 

If it be inquired, what made the pojje thua warm and di«- ?','/',JJ' 
turbed in his admonition f whv all thiM bitli*rneiih nml cttwwt) n»^jt. 



CHICUU. 
tBT. 



hiun. uifL 

Angi.f.3li7 



T%iM jtrtliitt 



hibra. 



oHige^ theK mBim of ooteige sod contempt, upon a primate of 
Eaghod ! What was Clodcley's peculiar guilt iu thia nutter 1 
Conld tins prdaie prevent tin pfmnrng of Uie Pneiutinirv tct ! 
That was impomUe: it was passed before liis time. What 
then made the resentment of the conn of Rome nleep thus. 
long ! NVfajr was not the see of Canterbary taxed with rowonl' 
ice and prevarieation bdbre now J Why were not CoartcneyJ 
and A mndd reprimanded upon this score ! 

To this it may be answcrMl, the papacy waa embrtnled in] 
thia intcnal, the sehism was in its rigour, and there were some-l 
times three competitors for St. Peter's chair. When things 
were thus entangled, the popts might not think it prudent to 
mffle the Englbh hishops. Such harsh expedients might] 
possibly have made them transfer their obedience, and go ov«tf J 
to a rival interest : but now^ pope Martin had overborne hiaj 
competitors ; and the breach was almost^ though not wh(^y,j 
made up. 

But, besides this, the pope seems to have bad a peculiar] 
grudge Against archbishop Chicbeley. This prelate in his firotj 
convocation liad moved for the annulling of papal exemptions. 
Thia was such a presumption an tlic coui*t of Uomo would not 
easily pass over. And afterwards, to bring him under further] 
disfavour, he vmite lo king Henry V. to stop the cardinalate 
of the bishop of Wiucheater, who, besides his cardinal*3 hat,, 
was to be made the pope^s "legate & latere,^ and hold the' 
bishopric of Winchester in cominondam. The annexing ^ 
these extraordinary- pHvileges to the dignity of the conclave, , 
was more than Ohicheley could understand: he informs tho{ 
king, this " holding bishoprics in commendam, was altogether 
unprecedented in England. That the Cltureb of England WM' 
80 well guarded by her own constitutiunu and authority, as not! 
to stand in need of supplemental provisions from foreign i 
assistance. That this cummission of 'legate t\ latere' might' 
prove of dangerous consequonce iu the realm : that it appeared 
from history and ancient records, that no * legates h latere' 
luid been sent into England, unless upon voi-y great occasions. 
Tliat before they were admitted, the}- were brought under 
articles, and limited iti the exercise of their character: their 
commission likewise determined within a year at furthest, 
wherea** tho bishop of Wiucljester's ^vas granted for life." And 
to iDform tlio king fullv in this matter, the 
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his highness a short view of the exleut of a " legate iV latere *8 iiKNUy 

jarisdiction : thia account, extnicted from the canon law, he .^ W , 

eixJoeeid in hia letter. cSv^"' 

It is probable the pope waa informed of this letter : and iff H. n 
so, thcac innucndoa, or rather direct remonstrances against tlie *'""^' 
Boman court, — these remonstrances, I aay, we may imagine, 
were strong provocations. This was enough tu make the pope 
quarrel with the archbishop, and single him out for a mark of 
his disfdeasurc. 

The archbishop, not wilUng the matter should go to extre- Ti^f^pt 
mities, aent an excase of his management to Home. But the 't^^^ 
pope, it seems, was not satisfied witli this answer ; for the f^'' 
next letter, in Mr. Petyt^s manuscnpts, is stiU more severe ; mu^r. 
and here Chicholej's legatine power is suspended. This bull Hbi^TiEL* 
hath no date; but the paper that follows, bearing date the first ^*""''"- 
of .April, 1427, explains the chronology. This pa|)er, I say, p lio. 
ahowB the bull wbh not written long before : it hkewiae con- 
tains an appeal of the archbishop from the pope to the next 
genonl oooncil, and if none met, to our Saviours tribonal. 

His hoHness*3 next tu the archbishop is dated the sixth of a. ». 1<37. 
May, and mentions letters wntten to the bn<ly of the English 
clergy for the same purpose. In this, the archbishop is 
required to make his utmost effort for repealing the statute : 
lie is Ukewise aererdy reprimanded for having said, the pope's 
xeal in thb matter was only to raise a great sum of money 
upon the F^nglish. This construction his holiness resents as 
a most injurious imputatiun, protests he onhr designed to 
maintain that jurisdiction which our Saviour had annexed to 
his see, and keep those privileges on foot, which the holy 
Fatlicrs, the councils, and Catholic Church, hail always ac- 
knowledged. IbU. 

The next letter is of a higher strwn : it is directed to the A nw«- 
two anrhbisliops only ; and, it eeems, to mortify Chicheley, the ^^mfi^ 
archbisbop of York is named before Canterbury. Here the ""^ 
supremacy flies a very lofty [utch, and the pope Tcntarts tn 
Tosd the statutes of pruviaon and pneaumtre made in the 
nsgna of Kdward III. and Bieb&fd II. And, panoanl to 
this decree, he cOTsntands the archUsbops nerer to act upon 
the authority of those sUtot«s. And dedarea, that if either 
thflBM^ms, or any others, mbmitifd to Ihem, they were " ipun 
excommunicated, and not to be absolved, unleta at Uw 
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CIllCHK- point of death, by any bnt the pope. Fie likewise cbftrges 
AiipOant. them to publifiii his monitory letter to the whole nation, and 

' ' cause it to be affixed in places customary upon such occuiaiu. 

This la dated the eighth of December, the tenth year of hb 
popedom. But if this letter was written after that last men- 
tioned, the date ia irrong transcnbed^ and slioulil have L«en 
the eleventh year of his popedom ^ for the first expostuUtory 
letter iu dated the fifth of December, and the tenth year uf hi* 
popedom. Now, aince Martin came to the cliair upon the 
eleventh of November, if the fifth of December in the year 
1426 was the tenth year of hia popedom, as it certainly was, 
it neccKruinly follows that the eighth of December, 1427, moit 
be hie eleventh year. 
!ff1«Ui*<yw To molliry the pope^s displeasure, the archbishop of York, 
ritgtfOa- the bishopti of London, Durliain, and Lincoln, wrote iu Chi- 
"^tk^uMfV^ chcloys beltalf : the university of Oxford Ukewtse solicited liia 
IW^'V^ hoUneaa to rt«tore this prelate to liia favour. In their letter 
CviUriHry. th(ty givf> tho archbiahop an extraordinar}' rliaracter, ihef 
acquaint his highness what a vahie tlio whole English nation 
have for him ; that his example was an admirable rule of 
practioe, call him the gulilen candlestick of the Churdi of 
England ; and intreat his holinese not to believe the wliiajiets 
of ill men against so unexceptionable a person. 

These apologoLical applications the archbishop sent by an 
"wZwIwwHi express to Uuiuu, and wrote an humble aubniLs8ion to the pope, 
to AwM. protesting that he had done, and would still continue to do, 
his utmaat for the repealing these statutes. One passige in 
this letter is particularly remarkable ; he takee notloe. He 
C56, hears the pope had proceeded to a sentence against him, which 
'itHaS^ had never been done from the days of St. Augustin to that 
at«G!S«pq^tiiue: tliat he knew this only by report; for he had not so 
OnOmimry. y^„(,|j j^ opened the bulla whi<:h contained the oensure. The 
reason why he could be no further informed was, becanso he 
r>r.DutiHi*i was commanded by the king to bring those instnuneota with 
I'm ^ I ^^^ ^*^^ whole, and lodge them in the paper oflloe, until the 
p. HI. parliament sat. 

To proceed. The pope, resolving to push this point, wrote 
four letters, two tu tho king, one to the parliament, and 
anoUicr to the duke of BedfoH, upon this subject. Thai to 
tlio duke has been already ineutiouc<d in the reign of Richard 
thv second. 



W«o4. 

Oton. I. 1. 

p. 31^ 

nearel- 



CENT. XV.] OF GEEAT BRITAIN. 



Mr 



la the lost, to the kiug, the pope puts him in mind of his BFKRT 

former letter, and that his highneas had promised to use his >^ ,^ # 

intereet with the next parliament for the repeal of the Pncmu- ^^tlm 
sure act ; and that now, since the parliament was ready to ait, ^^i^ 
lie thought fit to refresh his memor)*, and exhort him to make/nrikrw- 
good his promise : he further lets him know, that if hin high-^^^^^ 
mea had not thus been BoHcited and engaged, he would have '*'**••*•■ 
been obliged in conscience to have done his utmost in this 
natter : and to bring his inclinations forward, the pope pro- 
unaeB to secure his highness, and liis subjects, from all incon* 
Tenienoes in which the repeal of thia statute might make ^ Col- 
tiwm liable, and prevent all those complaints which gave '^^1^^^ 
occasion to the making of it. This letter bears date the r- ^■ 
thirteenth of October, in the tenth year of his pontificate. 

His letter to the parliament runs much upon the same 
topies; only here he flourishes somewhat more ujMin liis 
anpremacyt and tella them pbinly, that they cannot bo saved . j. 
without giving their votes to repeal this statute : and, for fenr p. 99. 
this argument should fail of success, he offers tliem the same 
articles of security mentioned in his letter to the king. Thia 
letter is dated ttio third of October*, which, in all probability, 
was the true dalt:, though the learned historian of the Itcfurm- 
ation of the Chm-cli of England believes the transcriber hath 
mistaken it for the thirteenth : whereas the transcribcr''a fault 
lay in mistakitig the date of the pope's letter to the king^ which 
ought to have been put the third, and not the thirteenth, as it 
stands in the record. That the chronology stands thus, is 
pretty evident from the pope's letter to the king and parliar 
ment ; in both which, he takes notice, the parUauicnt was not 
yet assembled ; but this parliament met upon the thirteenth of 
October: therefore there is little reason to believe the date of 
the pope's letter was thus fons'ard ; unless we can suppose 
him unacquainted with the time of the parliament's meeting; 
which, considering his intelligence In England, and the forty cotion** 
days' interval betwixt tlie summons and seesionf is very un- ^|.'^','^'^ 
likely. M°M7. 

To proceed. Upon the thirtieth of January, this session, 
the archbishops of Canterbury and York, the bisliops of Lon- 
don. St. David's, Ely, and Norwich, with the abbots uf 
Wtstmiiwtcr and Beading, went to the House of Commons, 




■ -'^* lAvhehvl 

■ ««.i>i* ftif lb act 

■ Mornnr, their tkn^ Uw anUMbop nggedly txwtod linr 

■ the eovrt or Rone, and llsralbra lAtnaiuJ the king to wiiU 
P SSi' ^*^ P'V* for the |iuig»Uuu «r Un pccbie: fcr Cfaiehekgr, it 

•r«i_ '■•"■• **^ •*«» <i»^ to B««t» ior ft practice in this naka 

I TiuAiff^ . ''^.'' *'»*'«»• t-f Hinditttw, although he «ns dtaapiiomtod «f 
ww*«£, lh« dijmity of ft canJinal the last reign, renewed hb attempi, 
and -uccecded in Ihui. I'pon hia fetnrn into England, and 
^l«nr.K hu, commtiwon of "legate k ttere" befoie the pro- 
HIMliT' r/' * *^*^' appearanoe of biabopB nnd temporal lords : 
in (Wm .?"'*™y* ^»"« conetttuted the king a pn>xv, protarted 

^\^^u>^^i\hTLZ' ^^> '*«*** ""S**^ *° ~™« ^^ ^^"S*^ 

-Ul •]..„(( «,iovS\r""'^"" ■ '**"* ^^'^^ •''"S" ''^ EneUncl hare 

^^'||.cl^«rt^,p i^ "*"* privilege. Therefore if llm fardin.-d of 

^"■'Kned \a stretch his logatine authuritj in pre- 
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cusiuin, he in the king^a oaint: furbadc liiiii the lIKNl 

exercise of tlmt character. Upon thii*, the cardinal Bolemnly . _ 

promised uot to do any thing by virtue of his le^tine com- ^■'>7^ 

missiuti in disherison of the crown : or which might any wise to'JrmSk^ 
tend to the lessening tlic prerogative, or the lights and privi- ^-SJ^J^ 
ledges of the subject. «- H'vtamt. 

The learned Jocelin reports archbishop Chicheloy the car- vk. c'wcl 
dinal that gave tliiii caution : but tliat this prelate sliould ^^l\^^ 
be ao much in the pope^s favour is altogether unlikely, from Iiiium. 
the foregoing bistorj-. But the parliament-rolls put this matter t,rtian*» 
b^rood all question, and mention Henr)% bishop of Win- Ahtidj- 
diester, as being newly made a cardinal, giving him the foi kj-^ ^ss.] 
titJe of St. Eusebius; which is the same dlstineliun Jocelin 
bestows upon orehbisliop Chicheley. And tJiuugh no cardinal 
w*s to be of the kings privy council without special leave., the 
cmrdttuU of Winchester, out of respect to his being of the blood 
tvyti, was admitted to the board: but this favour was notz/'MOMsj 
granted vithout receiving his protestation that he ahould S^sTSImv 
aliaent himself when any difference between the king and pope ?ji*|j^!|^ 
hl4»pened to be debated. Thus Duck rvprcscnts the matter : Aomf. 
but the record in "Cotton's AbridgoKOt" seems to leave this v,Jti!"iie. 
PO0C to the cardiuaTis choice, and tells us the lords spiritual and ^'- 1* -^ 
tcmpocml requested the Haid cai-dinal to take hia place at ll^i^ AUidu* 
boftrd; upon condition, however, of absenting himself in the nrnt.y.M&, 
CMBB above-men tiuued. 

In October, this year, the duke of Bedford convened the 
Fraoeh clergj-, within the English conquests, to raris. The 
rMBoa of lits cailiug them together, was, to prevail with them 
to eoDsenC to the pa^-ment of a tax in defence of the king^s titie 
to that crown. 

The dei^- made an bumble address to the regent, setting Tl»r wt 
fotth the ressona «hy they could not comply with that expect*- iSf^^ 

lion. aS*"*^ 

First. They allege then was not enough of them a um mnn e d ■i'^vjivY 

to Kpreamt their Church ; and, therefore, they thought them- *" 

aebea in oo cooditioo to act for their whole body. 

Seeoodly. They deaued the regent woald pleaae to consMler 
what privileges the ministcet of religiott enjoyed midcr heathen 

who tbongfal it resaooaUs to eiempt them from the ^^^^ -, 
burdeos of other aalyeeta. Tbos, « ben the lamine n 4ti^ 



forced the Egypuaas Ut wA thor knd, their eattlf, and them- 
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cniCHB- aelves, for pnivtHion out of Plmraolfs graouies, the prieolswen 
AlMl.'^CMiu *Uo*^ ^ ^6^P *^^i'' estates, and had a maiDteoanee aangned 

' " ' them by the king. They brought another inatanw from 

Artaxcrxes^ who, notwithstanding he leried grefti taxes i^oa 
Uic Jews after they fell under his power, gave express otder 
for the exemption of the priests. The words in his IcUer to 
Ezra are these : ** ^Vlso we certify you, that touching any of 
tlic priests and Ije\'iteB, singors, porters, Ni->thiuimii, or minis- 
ters of this house of God, it shall not be lawftd to impose toll, 
EmJ. U. tribute, or cuatotn, upon tbera.'" 

Thirdly. Since tlie estates of the Church are the property 
of God Almighty, and that the clergy have only the manags- 
ment and distribution of them, to demand the common aids of 
that order, is, in eBect, to put the Deity under a contribatioa: 
which, how harsldy it sounds in the ears of good people, thcf 
intreat liis fxcvllency to consider. 

Fourthly. In farmer titue», when oven the laity wa g e msM 
excti^ from t-oxoA, there were more troops suhsisted and paid 
by the crown than are in service at present ; the discipline was 
Hkcwise more exact, and the armies not allowed to plunder mad 
distress their friends: and yet, when the charge lay thoB 
entirely upon the crown, there were no such taxes required of 
the clergy. They fetched their precedent from the reign of 
king Henry II. of England, who not only passed over lbs 
Gliurcli, but excused a great part of the State in France fron 
all Horts of impositions. 

Fifthly. They urge, thai since the noblesse and some seenUr 
corporations arc exempt from paying taxes, notwithstanding 
they do not sometimes aerre in person in tlio field, it aeeim 
very hard that the Church, who nmkos use of her commission, 
interposes her character, and put.H up her devotions, for the 
puldic benefit and prosperity, should be under woreo ciream- 
Btanoes and greater servitude tlian tbo laity. 

They mge several other reasons for a disdsarge from, 
which are too long to insert. 
OH^waiy To return to England: (he cardinal of Winchester 
J^^I^ Jf" title giran him, as it was thought, to qualify him for the po| 
gy f^g^ service in foreign parts : for now be made him, as it were, 
JMrnriamt. general against the Bohemians, gave him a legatine authoi 

for that kingdom, for Hungary, and Germany, with some un- 
usual lowers in his commission : for he was allowed to relax the 
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oortociary penance of those who liad debauched nuns ; to dis- UEKRY 
penm with matrimony in the fourth degree of consanguinity ; ■ 
to allow orders and benefices under the age of the canons : and, 
in short, to overrule the discipline and const it utions of the 
Church, in several other instances : and Uslly, ho had instruc- 
tions to collect a tenth from the Knglish clerg)*, t» carry on the 
war in Bohemia. The arclibishop of Canterbury likewise re- 
ceived a letter from the pope to this purf)06e. lie had also a 
nMBUge sent him from the king, to promote a subsidy amongst 
the cler]gy. Upon these instructions, he held a convocation in 
London, where a tt^nth was granted fur furuii^hing the regent Go8. 
of France. The clergy, complying thua cheerfully with the 
occa&ions of the government, hail a statute passed in theirs. i>. 1423. 
favour, part of which runs thus : — 



Our lord the king^ willing graciously to provide for the Sf^iKtuiirr. 

rity and quietness of llic prelates and clergy, at the Mippli- pHnlt^^ 
cation of the same prelates and clergy, and by the assent of the ^iJ^^IJjJ^ 
great men and commons, has ordained and established, that all »«**-<A"sw 
the clerg>' hereafter to be called to the convocation by the 
king*s writ, and their servants and familiars, stiall for ever 
hereafter fully use and enjoy such liberty or defence in coming, 
tanying, and returning, as the great men and commonalty of 
the realm of England, cjilled or to be called to the kiog^s par- 
liament, do enjny, and were wont to enjoy, or, iu time to come, ^ n^ ^ 
ought to enjoy." ' '■ 

By the penning of this act, we may infer the clergy had their 
aervanta secured from arrests only when they met in convoca- 
tion by the king's writ : so tliat when they were summoned to 
a 8}uod by the arclibishop''s mandate iu tlie intervals of parlia- 
ment, tliey fieem not to have been within this privilege. 

The pope^s nuncio came into the c(>nvocati(>n-hi»i»e, m»Io a 
long speech upon the subject of the Buhcmion war, and pres.scd 
very hard for a supply, but to no purpose. Not long after, he Thtpap* 
came provlde<l with a new authority, produced a letter from the 'i^^i^tht 
pope, in which he had positive orders to conmiaiid the Knghsh <'«'■*"''"■• 
dwgy to contribute a tenth for the occasions above-mentionod, 
Hia managing the matter thus imperiously disgusted the clergy, 
and brought them to a flat denial of tiic proportion demanded. 
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had oolj tesnwd the Creed and the Ten Coamiandmcnta, 
Deter laid the ina iiiil i isi to pRsa fiirther into t3ie mjBteries 
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To proeeed: pope Martin, bestdes his beiqg baulked in 
•apeetatioa of a tenth, had lately reeeiTed some clw?cks in 
Jnnadjetion upon the Engiiab : and to gire bim a further dii 
Htai&ctton, hk nuncio was impneooed for illegal collecting 
money. This rebuke was vannlj resented bj his boHnegs, .inj 
put him ajrnn VFvitmg that expoetulatur)* letter to the dukr 
IJedford, which I hare mentioned in the reign of king IlichaT 

Jt4M. laes. II. The \ntp*u in all likelihood, would Itave disputed 
matteni further, had lie not been embarrassed nith businc 
greater cuniicqaence : for now, the seven years since the bi 
ing up of the last synod was expired, and the council of 
wiui to cfitnmence. For this reason, archhiidinp Chichdc 

I^RlHiiBrf 'JO sumnionc'd a convoratiim to I^ondon. At this synod, dclegal 
wax* elected to represent the English Church ; two-pence il 
tlic pound granted to support their expense; and instructioc 
given tlu'Ui Ui move against the excesses of p.i[)a] dispensatiot 
ngninflt the latitudes of the court of Rome with reference 
pItinilitieH, non-rnsidenco^ and bestowing the highest digniti^ 
and profiTments in the Church upon persons liardly passed the 
minority. 

This convocation granted the king a tenth of his aflairo 
rniiieo. made a oonstilution for the regulation of weight, ai 
put dottn the use of tliy Hiiiicel, KPhofV or poinnli*r, ander tl 
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ijvniiltv orexconiiuunicaiioii : but this order boiitid nu further hf.nkV 

liiau Ihe province uf Caiiterburj', from whence we may conclude . ' .. 

the pmviDCc of York was not represented in iliis synod. ?| u^HMi. 

To proceed: po|>e Martin, notwU)mtindin;r his disinclina' Vii. chicii*- 
_tiDn for a general council, could not evade the convening of cine'ti. 

fAthcra, without drawing a blemish upon his own sincerity, l"^^ ^ 
^"and breakinc through the dcci-ees of the councils of ConBtance J'''w- 
and ravta. To keep his credit, thertMore, witli the \V i>stern i. 9, 
Church, he ordered cardinal JuliaD to open the council, and '*'"'"''"' 



preside as legate there. 



By the way, this cardinal Julian hati the conduct nftheo/mm^. 
Bobeniiaii war, and wx^ put iu the cardinal of Winchester's 
poet, whose commisKion ha*l been aometimo revoked. 

As to the council of Rasil, their mrtho<l of voting was this: 
all the mcnibors were divided into four classes, in which, as 
near as was practicable, Lhey ranged an et^ua) nuuilwr of each 
order and nation. The lirst division was called ^' the deputa- 
tion uf the faith ;" the necond, *^ of the peace ;" the third, " of 
the refnnnation ;" and the fourth, " of cununon affairs.^' All 
these deputations lutd their distinct presidents, proctors, and 
oflieers. They ha*! likewiKp each of them three meiul>erR dniwn 
out into a committee to examine and prepare mattei-s. This 
conunittee, when they had forme<) and digested their business, Ctnii. 
made their report to tliat assembly of the dopntatioiis tu whicli 
the cognt2imee uf the matter belonged. ^Vlll.■n Ihi^ division ^ ■• lt3l 
hid come to a resolution, t}ie vote of the majority was carried rutuJ/'iM SL 
to the three other deputations ; and when the point wasagreod J^^^ 
by all the divisions, oral least by three of them, the matter wafc 
rp[K>rtcd in a general congregation or committee of the whole 
council, where the president pronounced the decree upon the n-i \'<m. 
plurality of voten. which decree was afterwards puhlii>lied in s .."Tu, li. "*" 
Bolesmi seauon at (Jliurch. ThiA fomi of breaking the natlona •)>*p ^ 
intii sutuli visions, and throwing them into comnuttt^es with 
foreigners, being dilfL-reut from Oie manner at tlie council 
of Oonatonee, gav« some disgust to the Engliafa. as we shall 
nee by and by. 

To pmcc^d : tlie emperor and tlie fathers [tercciving thi- 
Bohemians were in a condition to keep the field, invito theni 
to the council, with promises of weiirity and fair treatment. 
Tlie nobilit;) accepted the expedient ; and having a full safe- J_^i; 
conduct transmitted from the conncil, they nent a wilemu (*>i 4n 
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fte sod council being ih» 
ta iwKm the arubbidiap ^ 
mL. Upaa this emer^geney, * nm* 
Mfc the Mckie of September. The 
hnacii,. dkejr came to a nvikitiun 
amaa of wUch were ordered to ao 
tB the pop>v to aoiidt an aoonfr- 



H.r«I- 



IM. 






Ab 4iM taDPoaftiK^ floOB of the luvcr bouse cocnplaiiie^ "f 
of tfas bidkopK, ricatv-geiienU. ud 
: thy bad miMlMuea no r ecoi nro endBtioo of 
■e, and had made Ettle or no prognsin 
tfte tM «r CHH« b». dpon tbJBranonatnDce. aconstHutioo 
piHcd, dbt Boae bo* gitihialii m one of those faculties sbooki 

dealjodgw. 
thcffv bappened a contest betvreea cazdioil 
of YoHc, and Chichelej, for pracsdaocjr. 
Thja debate at last ma laid beface the jkopc. Archbiabop 
CMrhflny wrote to bis bobneBS npoo this subject, and cnnsti- 
Brtcd a pnsy to plead for bim. To g^ve tbe ground of 0» 
dilpcite : canlinai Kemp, upon tho strength of his new JiirnitT, 
(dainied precedeo<^' of the archbishop of Cantcrbun* tu U» 
parfiameot-hoMe at Westminster. Archbishop ChiobdeT 
therefore set forth by liia proxy, that uo spiritual pertton (xq^ 
to precede him within hia own juriadirtion ; and that Kempli 
pretenaione of a cardinal signified nothing in the prorinoe <i 
Outterbox^ : that the <ltgiiity of a canlinal was eclipsed in 
■oma measiirc when remote from the eoncbve : and lastly, Ibftt 
when a bishop travelled into a foreign diocese, the advant^e 
of hifl rharaclor was as it were suspended, aud he was odIt Is 
l>i' Innkoil on as a private person. 

Pope Kugunius, who seems biassed in favnnr of tbe condave, 
M'nt a lctt<T upon this subject to the .'U-chbtshop nf Qutcrbttrf; 
in which he enileAvours to make the most of tbe dignity of 
that oixliT. He tells him. ''the cardinab were a«lod immc- 
Uiatt'ly noxi to the |>a|>&l chair: that tbia almost disttoetioa of 
pritmlhoikl »»!$ intimated hy Moeea in th» Bawvnieenth rbafK**- 
nf IK<uti*rv«itnjiy. and aAenmrds iutitalcd by Si. Peter under 
tlw ev«ti|p»Jii.»I dirtpensaiiott : that ther are to be covoled, w 
H wwv, part wf th*» (wpt^'s ponoo : and that the gov^nnwat 
of Ihv itnnwraal tlmrrh 15 pvuietpalK nnder their naiii^iiiiniil 
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Sincts therefore, according to the custom of particular ChurchcB, hknrt 

a priest is superior to a deacon, a bishop to a priest, and an . _; 

archbishop to a bishup, it will follow by stronger consequence, 
that all orders of prelacy should jjive place to tlic cardinals, 
betause, by the pope's commission, they preside over the whole 
Church ; whcrcAs the jurisdiction of a primate or metropolitan 
is confined to a single province. And lastly, he entreats arch- n„j. jaai». 
bistiop Chicbeluy to stoop his mitre to the purple hat, and not .'J^'j-'^JJ; 
contest the usage of the Unman Church : and, up4)u this acqui- «" »2- 
esoenee, he prnmises to oblige him in his see, and do him all 

■ the friendly ofKces imaginable."* 
From this dispute it ap|>ears, Cbicheley stood up for the 
Kberiies of the Churcli of Bngland, and Imil courage enough to 
oppoec the iiiva.sions of the court of Home. To proceed : 

■ The fatlicrs of Basil renewed their decree of the councils 
Hbeiiig above the po|>e. Upon this occasion, the bishop of 

■ Bnrgen, (act Fox cutis him,) the .Spanish ambassador, made a 

learned speech to prove the supreme authority of the council : 

and in n?pre«ontiug this matter. Kox maintains the deposing 

doctrine, and disc«>vers himself an abetter of dangerous prin- 

etples. To make good this observation, I must transcribe aomu 

part of the Spanish ambx-isador's speech, as it stands in Fox. 

Nuw this bi-sliup, amoiii^t other reasons, endeavours to prove 

ihe superiority of the council above the pope from a comparison 

taken from the state. And hen; lie lays it down for a principle, 

*' that in every well-ordered kingdom, it ought specially to be 

desired, timt the w hole realm should \m of more authority than 

the king' ; which if it IiAppened contrar)*, it were not to be 

caUed a kinj^om. but a tyranny: so likewise doth he tliink uf Fox* Aeu 

the Church, that it ought to be of mortr authority than the prince mcU.""*" 

Uwreof; tliat is to say, U>e pope." ^-^'^ 

B Fox declares himself a great admirer of the solidity of this 
^9r;goment, and tells us, " the force and power of truth*' was 
^evident iu it, and makes it his own by his commendation. To 
{ml this niatt<>r beyond dispute, I shall cite somewhat mor« of 
him to this purjmse. His wonls are these : "as touching that 
the pope is subject to the general council, it is excrllently well 
proved (says he) by the reason before allrged by tlie biahup 
bT Bu>^>n. For the pojw." continue** Fox. '* is in tlie Church 661 . 
Bib a king in his kingdom : and for a king to be of mon- autho- 
rity than his kingdom, it were too absurd : ergo, neither ought 
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«f the lo«v hoaae to the I 
pape magm ^makm Iho oouica at hi» 
^; and that, in eaae the eoaDoa of Basil dumU make a new 
P^^VMUnotbobvWivtfasEngfali Ohunh to Unwr 
^J«^£^ off their ohefiHioB to Eagwiaa. TUs opnoo waa approtad far 
%.!.« ABtheEMiopa. 

it^jf . ^"^ Iwe we are to obaene, thai the fi^lish deigy am 

Sr rLt* '^^ "^^^ *^ *•* proeee*!^ of the ooondl of 

Sdeban 1 '^''^" "*' '***""■ ^^^eo^ *«»^ boeaaoe tba ooonoil 
^^nangcd ii»e form of rotmg hv nations, and referred the 

bTtTrp ,?^"""«a- ThU innovation iras pruU^u-d 
-n^«t.t.';l^^rl^"*' Thcna^T^ftheae^f 
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Lincoln ; John Salisbury, doctor in divinity ; John Simondis- tiENRV 

horough, bachelor in canon law. Some of these delegates , ^ ' . 

dying at Basil, the London convocation chose eight doctors in 
divinity to supply the places of the deceased, and make their 
representation more numerous. These delegates had instntc- 
tions not to submit to any new form of swearing, in case such 
terms should be required by the council. 1I)*<1- 

This year, l*ctcr Pain, the Bohemian delegate above-men- rym.ai, 
iaoned, ai^ed before the council against the clergj's having „'^^ "*"' 
eBtatea, or temi>«rai jurisdiction. I sliall mention some of his "'^j^J^^ 
arguments taken from holy Scripture, and tlie answers given •ludhmfarai 
to them by Polemar, archdeacon of Barcelona. This Polcmar, y-X-'" "" 
before he proceeds to confute Pain's objections, establishes the '^'^"'^ 
opposite doctrine from several texts ui the Old and New Tes- 
tameut. First, he obsenes, that our Saviour's priesthood iitb. k. 'X 
xnta of Uie order of Mclchir^dech, and not of Aaron ; and that 
Melohizedech had the rt^al as well as the sacerdotal dignity 
ia his character. Wiiat wonder is it, therefore, if the cv&n- 
gdical prieuthuod sliould be allowed the common advantage of 
pn^rty and tem[>ora] [wwer ; since Mclchizedeclt was king of 
Salem, at the same lime that he was priest of the most high 
Uod. G«- 14 IS- 

He observes, further, that before the Mo8aic institution, iiUanf- 
when the lawn uf natuns the ]>nniitive customs and traditions, awvmify 
were fresh upon people's minds ; that during this period, the '*"*•'*"■• 
eldest son had the priesthood annexed to his birthright, and a 
comparative advantage with respect to property and |>ower. 
Thus, when Isaac took Jacob for his eldest sou, he blessed him 
aaitably to that privilege, and made him lord over his brethren. Cm. 37.29.' 
And when Jacob called his sons together to pve them his 
Uouou ig, he styles Ileubeu his eldest, the excellency of dignity, 

the exceileuey of power: by which St. Jerome under- t^n «. * 
ids the privilege of priestliood, and a greater share in 
jurisdiction and estate : all whieli would have been Keuben's J^^"'';, 
advantages, hod it not been for his misbeliaviour. ...i. 1374 

From hence Pulemar advances to the law of Moses, and 
jiroves, that the tribe of Levi enjoyed estates real and per- 
sooal, bad servants in their family, and were owners of linnsea, 
towns, and cities; for, by the way, Pain Iu-mI run the jwint to 
tlut remarkable singularity, as not only to maintain ilwt the 
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rmciiE. Church ouglit to be dispossessed of her rovonues, but that 
Ail'lcc'nt f'^'i^nion was not capahie of inheriting au estate. 

' ' To disprove lliis unaccountable doctrine, Polcniar 

frtmi Leviticus, tliat the cities of the Lcvites, and ti>c 
of the cities of tiicir poaseaauii, might be redeemed at 
time: and if a nuiu purchase of the Lcvitcs, then the 
that was sold, and the city of his pOBsesaioa, sluill go oat 
the year of Jubilee : for the houses of tbo cities of the Leni 
6h«. n,^, their {toaaesaion aitiong the children of Isriud : but 
field uf the suburbs of their cities may not be sold, for it 
their perpetual potisesaion. Thus it appears that the tribe 
Levi had not only a sliare in the countr}-. but thnt ihtor 
were under particular circunistanct'^i of Ailvanta^. He 
Uiis point fiirther, from the thirty-first of Numbers, when 
appears tliat Eleazar, the priest, and the rest of Iiis tribe 
order, hail a considerable sliare of the booty taken from 
Midianitea. And in the thirty-fiftli chapter of this book, 
commands Moses to jjive unto the I>oTites, of the inhm 
v.! of their possession, cities and suburbb to dwell in. And 
tvardSf when Palestine was conquered by Joshua, this oi 
was |>erfonned, and forty^eigfat cities aasigoed to the tribe 
Levi. Aud tliat. besides thk division, the sunc tribe lia*i l 
tithes, first-fruits, sacrifices, and money for redcmptMii of ti 
first-bom. And thus, by the divine institution, they 
nioiv wealthy than any otlier trilw. And then, ua tn 
of jurisdiction, the high-priest was sometimes tJie ohief 
Irate, as it happened in the case of Eli. Samuel, like 
Lentc by birdt, u-as at the bead of the govemincnt 
therefore St. Augustine, in his questions upon the Old Teala- 
ment, when he coinos to solre this diificiUty, how H caune te 
pan tliat Elkanah. Samuel's father, beii^ a Levxte, should be 
obliged to oBtr at the tabernacle, and pay tHbes ! He 
that Elkanah was eliargeable with these duties, upon 
aeore of his n-ifo's estate ; and that his wife was of 
tribe: for, as this father ofaserres, the Levites did 
always confine themselros to the posterity of their 
Thu^ for instance, Jcltoiada, the liigh-priest, uianied Jehod a- , 
beath. ibe •laughter of king Jcfaoram, who ww of the trilie^H 
Judah. Krom heuce. be goes oo to prove the priescs «JV^ 
made jwlsaa of rtril controTcrswe bv the Moaaic biw. And, 
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)r the Maccabeea were kiuim and hknry 

* VI. 

led agaiuat Pain from the Old 
, • xaxaine his citations out of the 



place, Pain argued against the pru- 
i diL' Church from tht- calling St, I'eter, 
.. Matthpw, who (|uitted their fortunes and 
■ til t'uUowed our Saviour. But, as Polemar 
I' can no more be inferred from this, but a pioua 
m tlitsc Apaatlea ; there being nothing m tlie text 
^••*kes this resignation of tlieirs a Htauding rule for the 
4jce of the clerpy- 
Swmndly. Pain offered to prove his opinion from the fifth 
of St. Matthew, where it is said, " \Vho30cver shall smite tbee _ u^, « 
on thy right cheek, turn to hlni the other alw:" but this is 39. 
»0 apparfnily remote from the point, tliat Ills adversary does not 
think it woilh the aiujueriu^. Neither is the next text alleged 
from this chapter much more to tho purpose, viz: "If any 
man will Bue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him 
have thy clrak also :" for if this precept was to bo Hterally Vcr w. 
interpreted, and pointed wholly ujxtn the Church, it might be 
turned against Pain ; bccaufjc it supposes the clergy have 
something which may be called their own. But this com- 
ntand, as it is geucrally expounded by the fathers, means 
itothiog more than a patient and benevolent temper, and being 
ready tu do that which is most serviceable to the spiritual 
interest uf our neig)ibour. 

Pain pnKeeds, and endeavours to establish hirt opinion from 
our Saviour's instructioits to his disciples, when He ^ent them 
to preach. And here, at their setting forwanl, they are oom- 
floanded to provide neither gold, silver, nor brass, for the eon- 
venienoe of their journey. To this Pok-inar ausw^rs, that th« 
aenae cif tlic Scripture is not always to he strained up to the 
letter ; tluit a prohibition does not always hind without limita- 
tion, but io to be expounded ivith regard to cireunihtaitcen. 

Thus, in the fourtecuUi of St. Luke it is said, '" When thou 
iimkest a feasts call not thy friends^ nor thy bruthren, neither 
thy ktiusinen.*" Dut ought we to conclude from hence, tliat IX 
it ia a ain for a man to entertain his relations or friends at 
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.^1 tneUnce. oar SmTiorar 
^ tliQsevbo tan kill the body. Bm 
1. that we an nerer to be afrud tf ti 
^tf of life aad death oTer us ! This, 
'.or much too hanl upon the laws of 
- ''xke mnaning. therefore, is ooly tiiia, thai «•< 
^'^gB t^ ganmed by our fears, as to neglect av te] 
^*^^Mi ofloiber text wludi sounds like the farmer, 
^^g^U, iherelbre, sayinc;. ^Vhat shall we cat ! or «j 
'^tfli r IV whCTewithal shall we be clothed ! And uka aa" 
* jiiUjrfi* for Uie niorruw." But ootmihstaDdiog ifae prahBit- 
7" B0 ■ pfauDi !uid runs in general terms, it would ba 

^ to eoncludc, that all Christiana were forbidden to 
/iyvard, or niake aoy prorisioD for the Gonreoietioea of I 
HsJ titis beea the meaning of our Saviour's wonis St. 
«uuld never have aaiJ, *' Tltat if any oian provide Dot for 
own hoaaehold, be has denied the futb, and b worse than an 
infideL" The command, therefore, of not carrviii^ gold 
Bilvir, relates only to the particular niiasion of the Apostles 
the Jew^ : for we eec at other times the Apostles werv allo^ 
a stocky and furnbhed with money for their 
,j^ 1^ And, which is more, when our Saviour was to continne 
S!!iSi,'>i l*^"?^ ^^^^ them. He gave them express order to proride fo 
9. themselTus. 

Cg3, Pain's next text, to argne the clergy nut of their ciWI nglita, 
is taken from the 23rd of St. ^[atthew, " Be ye not callc 
Babbi/' But first ; these words are spoken to the multitui 
as well as the disciples. And secondly ; the prutubitiuu 
levelled otdy against ramty, ambition, and cuntcst for 
dency. 

Another text made use of by Pain isw what oor SaTioor said 
to the jroung man. who dewred his instruction : *' If thou wil 
bo perfect, >ru and sell that tbon hast, and give to the poor.* 
Tu thia Poleiiur rcplii'S, tltat those words were apokcn 
the young man, and not to the Apoetlfrs ; and thert'fore 
dcrpy *"* "*^' particularly concerned in them. Further, ot 
Saviour's answer to the man that offered to follow him 
cited by Pain : '* The foxes have holes, and the birds^ of 
air have nitiUs but the Son of num hatli not where Lu lay hifl 
head." To this, it was returned, that though all our Savioorl 
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!.>!t* were insinictive to the Church, yet we are not tied to 

.;.iitAtion in ever)- particular; for othenrisc every CliristJan 
i^ould be bouud to suffer upon the cross. 

And UsUy. Pain attenipUi to uiakc good his fiingularities 
from this declaration of our Saviour, " Whoeoevcr he be of yuu 
that for^ake^ not all that he hatli^ he cannot be my disciple.^ 
But this text was s)>oken to the multitude ; and therefore the 
force of the conuiiaiid will reacli all Cliristians in common. Id 
ehnrt, several of Pain'a citationa from the New Testament 
relate to the laity no less than the clergy. From whence it 
would follow, tliat if his constructions should pass, no Chris- 
tians ought to bo allowed either property or power. Baptum 
would bring Ibcm all under an incapacity for wealth or iuag»- 
tracy : and thus tliey would be obliged to throw up tlie world 
to Jews and infidels. 

1 shall now proceed to mention some of Pain's best ar^- 
suciita from the reason of the thing. 

First, he argues, thnl since it is lawfid for the clergy to 
deny the laity the benefit of the sacraments, when tliey believe 
tlieni untiualitied ; tlicrefore it is lawful for the laity to take 
amy the tcmporahtics of the clci^ when they uiiabchave 
themselveH; tliat i^, because it is lawful for the clergy to 
execute their commission, to manage the |)ower of the keys, 
and govern tliose committed to their charge : therefore the 
kity may Lako a forfeiture without authority, and diasciie tbo 
church of her revenues against justice and law ! 

Pain arguea in the next place from the topics of inconnini- 
i-nc}', and supi^wes, tliat if a clerk nhould be guilty of munler, 
robbei7f or ravishing, there would be no remedy againitt these 
disordefB, unless his doctrine was allowed t^) take place. To 
thia Polcmar answers, that saliisfaction might be easily made, 
and the public peace secured, without g<Hng to these extremi- 
ties ; and (hat the rights of the Cimrch ought not to suffer for 
Uie miseamages of any {uirticulnr person. 

Pain endeavours agaiu to re-enforce tlie cause from the New 
Testament, and cites the uxlh of the Acts, wlicrc it is said by 
th« ApDstlea, " It is not louoa that we should leave the word 
of God, and serve lAfales.** Hut do these words imply tlie liiity 
have any rigfit to m-erthrow the property of tite Church '. I>id 
the Apostles g^vo the peopk; any liberty to seize tlie sums ot 



8l. Ulis 

u.as.o. 

v«r.3S. 



Actofi i. 



3« 



ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY [loait v,i. 



CUICHE- 
LET. 



8i. >UiL 
31 SB. 



UiTC )2. 

ml. 1277 to 
UlA. 



6G4 



money lAt«l at tlwir feet, because tbey were DOt at leisure to 
make a distn'bution of what waa di>{>08jUHl with Uietu t 

His next argument is, that the endowtnento of the Cfaurcli 
being of the nature of a pririlcjoic, they on^ht to be taken away 
when ihc desigu of the grant is not answered. To this it is 
replied, that if he means an endowment settled with a power of 
revocation, by a privilege, lie mistakes the Chuix-h's title, then.' 
being as fuU a translation of right in estates grantefl in the 
dei^', as in those conveyed to the laity, either by gift, par- 
cbase, or any other way. 

Notwitlidtanding the ill success of Pain's argunicnits, bs m 
raeolved to push the i>oint, and \-enture upon thia untoward 
Die^um ; that aft it is lawful to take a swurd out of a mad- 
nian''5 hand to prevent his destro)-ing himself, so it is defensi- 
ble to strip a clerjci^inan, tliat mismanages, of his estate, for 
fear he should abuse it to his ruin. ]}y thiit reasoning, ttnry 
mau that uiiaemploys bis fortune, ou^it to have it taken froni 
him. For this doctrine, were it allnwed, would unsettle thp 
worid, fill all places with rapine and confusion, and ^re the 
rabble an admirable colour to rob the wealthy at their pleasure 

Lftfltly. He closer thp dispute with a prediction of our 
Saviour: "Behold your house is left unto you desolate;" and 
interprets it to a prophecy, that the temporalities of the clerpy H 
should be taken away. But this is downright jfcrvertiug tlie ■ 
words, and CKpounding that upon the Cliristiaii eJergy, which 
is plainly meant of the Jewish church and government. 

1 have now done with this delegate's alignments from 
turc, and the reason of the thing'. His te«timonicA fi 
fatliers, from the canon and civil ]a\\\ are no less wide of hifl 
purpose : however, by these citations, it is evident Pain wa«.j 
a man of learning, and one of the chief of the Wicklifficc 
party. I have been the longer In representing this matter, to 
show the dangerous tenets of these men. and the wretched 
proof they bring in defeuce of them. This dot!trint! is calcu- 
lateil exactly for plunder and aacrili?ge, the holy text Uuient- 
ably wrested to the ruin of the Church, and the authority ot\ 
God made use uf against hia own institution. 

And to duengf^' tJie reader from a partiality to these Lol- 
larda, and prevent his being hhocked «iU» this censare, f ahaO 
subjoin the testimony of the famous Hooker; a pereon of tb? 
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first rank for leamln;]; and judgment, and ajj^ainst whose in- 
u-j^rity there lies no exception. This celebrated divine, upon a • 
resembling occasion, delivers hiiuBcIf thus : 

*' Aud for fear, lest cuvetousnesa aloiio $<hnnld linppr out the 
time too much, and nut hv. able to make liavoc of the house of 
God, with that expedition nhirh the mortal eocniy thereof did 
vehemently wish ; he hath, by some enchantments, bo deeply 
bctnitched religion itself, as to make it in the end aii earnest 
Hollcitor, and an eloquent persuader of aacrilege ; urging con- 
fidently, that the beet uenice which men of power ran do t"^ 
Christ, is, without any more ceremony to sweep all, and to 
leave the Cliurch as hare as in the day it was iirst bom ; and 
thAt they which endowed churches with land:^, poisoned reli- 
gion," izc. 

In a word: "tliat to give unto God is error; and reform- 
ation of error to take from the church, that which the hlindnefta 
of former ages did unwisely give." 

" By these, or the like suggestions," continues he, " re- 
ceived with full joy, and with like stvdulity practised in certain 
parts of the Christian world, they liave bn)ught to pass that 
as David doth say of man, so it is in hazard to he verified 
concerning the whole religion and service of God. Tlw time 
tliereof may, {K*rad venture, fall out t4) be thrpesrore and ten 
years; or, if strength do serve unto fourscore, what foUow- 
eth is like to be small joy for them, whatAoerer ttiey be that 
behold it." 

Thus, in the upiuiun of the judicruut* Hooker, this declaim- 
ing agaiimt tlie projierty and endowments of the Church, pro- 
ceeds from the suggestions of the mortal enemy of mankind, 
and is no better than sacrilegiouH enthusiasm. Tims the eluu;ge 
runa« if the Lollards were in earnest, and believed their tenetft. 
Bat if they were govenied by pique and secular views, served 
under their interest, and made a noise for pay and plunder, 
tlivir character must suffer docper another way. 

This year* the commons complained to tlie king in parlia- 
meat, that tlie cicrgj' commenced suits (or wcmxI of twenty 
years'* growth and upwartls : and tliat when thotic wIuj bought 
this timber of the laity, applied for remedy to the court of 
Chancery, and moved for a prohibition punniant to a statute 
made in the forty-fifth of king Kdwurd III., that in such coses, 
a prohibition and attachment was, against all law and right, 
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void ensT ikmg tkat Iwd been alliinNaH 
the inh wk i <tf the rwri, deduvd all tauuwta 
an J of its met&bCTS of oooe eflcct, 
to <len« frnm aO {vaeCieeB that aa^t be an 
pT'^Miml to tliat aaaeniUr. The firtlien aeeepled th^ 
afrerocatioa, and d.>cbred the pope had gwro th^m full aatis- 
"ctkro. Upon thw they admitted liis k^tcs into the council 
up«m the prdiminjuT of Ukii^ an oath for approring Uie I 
^"*"^^^ *''■ ^^ &thef8 of Constance with reference to thf ' 
««P«me authority of a general council. ' 

A(>out a year fonvard, archbishop Chicheley B«jt aa ottfcr I 

^.tZ"^ Tt'^T '** r*"^"^^ *^^ roUo^vinjr form of excommui^ 
««nn m a 1 tho cathednUs and parochial churehes witliin 3M 

nZlZ;' :■ """""^ ™ to be read ovBry Sunday. unlwH 
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•• Y^Ui yoi be «cc»„,3.'a that presume to take a^y 
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pn-fe any cliirche of the rifjht )'at lonp;yth yereto, or else agayn IIPNRY 

rigliL to stroy, broke, or strohyll yc libortica of the Cliirche. i ^ 

**An(I also yoo that parolicscs any mancr of leltcrys from 
any tvmporal coiirtc, to let auy process of spiritual juggy» in 
8Uch causes as loug)'Ui to spiritunl euurt : and all yi>o yat with 
pupio and nuyae come to spiritual court, and put the juggjB or 
fiai'tycs yat their pIptU in feer, or eke for alsnioehe aa the 
|iurtyes sew in Bpiritual court such causes as longcth to spi- 6(;5, 
ritnal court, make or procure any of the aaid partyea. advocatA, 
jiToourators^ or othi.T niynysteres ofspiritaalcourtttobeendytt, 
or reatytt, or any wiiw be vexyd. 

** Also yei yat presume to destroy or trobyll the ease and 
tranquillity of the kynge, and hj-s reanic of Ynlonde, and yoo 
yat wrangfuUy uitliuhold any rjglit.yat longylhe to the kynge. 
" Al&o all yoo yat weetyingly berja fals wiltnesa, or pro- 
cure fals wittnesH to be borne, or cIkc wctynly bring forthe 
in judgment fals -wittneBS to let n.'ght matrimony, or procure 
dysherj'lyn^ of any person. And also yoo yat of malvco put 
any crime of akiandyr to any man or woman the wyche waH 
not sklanilary byfore anion^ gude men and worthy, so that he 
or Bchc, schuldi' hfi, caulydf' to jugtnent, a pargacion aaatgnM 
to hynie on the said cr}*nie, or grevyd in any otherwit«. 

** And also yoo yat resyve the kyngs wriltyea, or mande- 
ment^, to take such as ben acursyd, forneede, or favour, or any 
other wilefull causys, yet do nott dewe cxecucton thereof, or 
procure vrrongfull delyverance of siith yat ben acursyde. 

**Ande all yoo ^-at take vraBting, or withdraw yngu owte 
of house, maners, grange, or odyer placyn of archbyacfaopes, 
bjrsciiopes, or any other person of holy Chirche azenn their 
will, or azene the will off Buche pereitus yat ben ordej-nt. and 
depute de kepent tlu-irof. Also all yoo Unit draweth owtc of 
aeyntory any man or woman yat fleythe to chirche or chircho 
yarde, or dostjr for gjTthe, or immynytc of holy Chirche. or 
lot or forbyde Dcoemary lyfe-lode to Iw gj-flyngc tu such (>crftOut) 
beTing witbeiiinc seyntor}-. 

** And yoo yat putt violent honds on pricRte or on clerkc. 
** Also all yoo yat use any witchftcraf^, or gife thrrvto faith 
or rredence : and all fals juruwrs. and other yat bcforvaownu? 
on boke, or off any other holy thing. 

'* And all yoo yat dothc symonye or Hcriledge, licrctyqtMHv 
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CIIICHB- LoUant, and feutonrs of any famose thefys, robbers, rpHers. aod 
Abp. v^L ravyahcrs, falsarias off the poppys, or tbo IdogB. or off any 

ordinan- of holy Cliircbc. 

" And yei yat lelteu cxeeucion ofTtrewe tesUinents, ur last 

wilU, and witholdtTs uf tyib, or auy other spiritual commod- 

ties yat longyth to holy Chirdic. Amen," 
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As to the state, the English interest declined in Kraaee: 
aeveral of the gx-eat cities derlartMl for CharleH VII., mad tht 
Icing^g principal confciierateri fell off, for, afler pope GugetiMi 
and the concla\'e had spent some time in euUcitinj^ an acooai* 
modation between king I^Ienr)- and Cbarlea, nithout efled, 
ihey grew weary of that mediation, changed their project, aad 
procured a peace betnrceu king Cliarles and Philip, dnke of 
Burgtn)dy. This was a great iiii-sfortune to the Knglibh af&ire, 
and wa^ succeeded by another t>f no ordinary* size: for this 
year John, duke of Bcdfonl. regent of France, died. Tfaai 
prince wafl well qualifiM both for tlte ei:iuncil-board and tlie 
camp : and U]K>n the score uf his birth and character, has 
Ktatiun waK not much eiiried. Upon the death of tfaia r«geii|| 
Richud, duke of York, being put in his poet, his pcxMikotioD 
was disrelislied by Edmund, duke uf Somerset, wbo did hSk 
utmost to retard hia voyage, and embarrass his success, 
delay orawioneil the \osn of Paris, and several other coi 
able towns in France. 

To return to the Church: upon the death uf tlie 
Sigismond, which bappened the next year, the pope perceii 
himself less cmhuTaseed, retracts his late agreement, 
Ininslates the council to Ferrara. Some little time 
this, the pope had been cited to the conncil, and declared 
tumacious fur not appearing. Tlis holiness, therefuiv, 
resolved not to make the snbmi^Aion enjoined, did bis 
to scatter the council. To ibis pur^iose, he wrote to 
Henry to send his ambaauulors to Femua, mod wnt a peranp- 
tory order to the archlaahop of Gaatn^ry, to eooveo* a 
synod, and seiul a delegation of bishops to Fcrrara the 
i^ng. On the other land, tlie fatliere of Basil wnitaj 
rinmlar letter in opposition to the popes boll, declare 
railing of tiie council of Ferrara null ; prononnopd e»ery 
trannacit-d there of oo furce or authority, enjoin aO the 
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ilttesat Fprrara to repair tn Ilasil within thirl)* days, nml vx- jiknkv 

miunicatc all thnse who ehoiild either directly or indirectly * ._ 

hinder any persons from coming thithor. f>d«'in.i 

A greBX. part of the Western Church was so far disgusted "■"' '-^ 
with tills popc'fi prevarication, as lo quit his interest. Must n'fh \u 
of tlio ItolianB, Geniians, and Spanianb adhered to the enun- Jt-^' p'i'ij*^ 
oil of Kasil : and Cliarlea \'l I. of France, not only forbad the '^^ nw/.« 
prelates of his dominions goioj^ to Ferrara, but convening ihc jinJtd 
cstaLcfi to Uourgos, published an edict called the '* Pi-agmatic 'fJ.j'^.."Jni, 
Sanction " This law waa levelled against |MH>al provisions, the 'J^'?' '^ 
payment of annates, and other encnjachmente of the court of 
liome. it>i>i. 

Thus fer, the pope met with little but disconragement ; but «:;«y 
in Eugland he had better success: for kmg Ucnry sent him ^^/^„' 
a letter; in which, after having hinientnl (he ilivisions of'*';"'^' 
Chriatendom, and rccoiinncndetl a good understanding iM'twecn 
liift holiness and the fathers at liasil, he adds, that in case 
inatt4*rB couhl nut Ntaet-nnniKKlated. and the po|w should think fniirii 
it nccL-ssar)' to transUte the council, his highnt'ss would not [',^|" j.)^ 
fail to send his ambassadors to tlie place assigned. GHH, 

This letter, by the contents, seems to bo ^vrotc some time 
liofore the last rupture between the pope and council. 

The king made good his promise, and pitche*! upon an em- «. u. nan 
hassy to tlie jMtjx^'a council at Ferrara. These ambassadors „„„™W 
l)eiiig mi>Rt of them pn'lates, the archbishop of Canterbury ''"y"' 
summoned a convocation to fnmish them suitably to their /"/«-u»J 
character : but the clergy nf the lower house, being most of .^/jj^.' 
them for tJie council of JJa,siI, refused to contribute towards 
this expense. However, the proctors of tlie monas^teries **•»''«. '» . 
gninteu fonrpencc m the {Hinml. irr. p u, 

At this London convocation, archbishop Chicheley com- 
plaxned of |>ope Gugenius for giving I^ewis, archbishop of 
KotMn, the bishopric of Fly in cnnunendnni. This I>etng an 
unprecedented stretch of the supremacy, and likely to prow 
verj- prejudicial to the Cbuivli of Fnglnnd, the arrhltishop 
deaircd the convocation to delibei-ate nlwut a ivmedy : but what 
MMwer tJiL-y returned does not ap|)ear. However, the teamed .. 
Joceline and Hnek are mistahrn in saying the adniiniKtmlimi n.Li'.,i«y, 
of the bibhoprir of Kly was gnuil-ed to this l^nMs, while bishop f.li (m 
Morgan was living: for it is plain the \tfi\tf did not take this ■^"fli ***«''• 
large stqi till the vaeanry of the see. p- «». 

vol.. III. R b 
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The university of Oitford, pjrceiWng their inemboni oyw-j 
looked in tlie disposal of church iirefprmentft, aildreBBed arcl 
bishop Chichelcy and the convocation for better ent 
ment. 

]n their letter they complain, '* To what a lamentable dcclfi 
aion their university waa sunk ; that the number of the attidriit 
was extremely leaaened, and the colleges comjmratiTely eniptv 
that those who had spent all their youth to qualify themselvt 
for the service of the Churcli, were left, to disappointment 
their age ; and that when they hoped to be rewarde<l wit 
benefices and dignitie«, they were baulked of their Just ex] 
tatifins, and ignorant pooplo put over their heads. In 6n( 
they entreat the convocation to take tliis matter into thei 
consideration, and pitch upon some expedient for the relief 
induHtry, for the encouragement of learning, and that 
and reward may be Iwttcr projMirtioned for the future, 
a provision, they humbly conceive, would not <tnly retrieve 
honour of the two universities, but prove very serviceable 
the whole kingdom." 

Upon this petition the convocation passed a canon, th 
none but graduates in (be universities shotdd be capable 
benefices. 
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About this time, the plague breaking out at Ferram, tl 
pope tran^ated that s^Tiud to Florence. And tiprp tht> |>o[ 
an<l his party were met by the erapen)r, John Emanuel 
Pal^eologus, together with the Greek delegates. The 
wwA to concert an union between the eastern and w« 
Churches. In sliort, the controversy betwi\t the Orrecka 
Latins was reduced to four heads. The first rotated to tl 
proceasiuu of tlie Holy Ghost ; the second point of differetK 
was, whether unleavened or leavened bread wjis to be xised 
the holy eucharist ; the thii-d was a dispute about purgatory, 
and the fourth concerned the pope's primacy. 

As for the council of Dasil, the fathers there held up the^ 
claim of 8ui>oriority to the height, and deposed pope Eugenii 
with all the marks of ignominy and ill character. 

Notwitli^landiiig this censure, the council of FInrence 
on, and after some length of debate, the Greeks and Latii 
consented to a decree of union, in which the Greeks yieldi 
the article of the procession of the Holy Ghost : and uwned^ 
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that theFilioque, or the Holy Spirit's proceeding from ihe Son iiK>HV 

in conjunction with the Father, was a just and net-easar)' . l[: , 

explication of the creed. They likcwisR owned the pope for * ^^^]^^ 
St. Peter's successor, the prince of the apostles, the %'icar of •■■'•* •^■^^ 
Jesus Christ, and the head nf the Church ; and, in short, 
granted his supremacy in as extensive a sense as the court of 
Home could desire. As for the other two points in cuutn>- 
veny, they were compromised, and neither paiiyloet any 
ground : for as to the article concerning the bread in the hoiy 
eucbarist, it was declared in the decree, that the body of our 
Saviour is truly consecrated in bread-corn, whether leavened 7%r cm>b,m 
or unleavened, and that the priests were to Im; left t" their 'l%u,yi u, 
liberty, according to the usage of either church. And, lastly, i^lfj7^ 
as to the point of purgatory, the Latins held that the souls of ndUrW. 
those who departed in an imperfect state of virtue, underwent 
the penance of fire ; wbcrcas the Greeks believed that those 
sinoers who were to be umde hajipy after a period of punish- 
ment, were confined to a place of gloom and darkneae, where 
they continued dtssatit^lied and uneasy, and were deprived ofeedw. 
the comfort of the Divine presence. IJut lliat the sacrificce j.v*ci,^i. 
and alms of the Church militant relieved their 
sliiirtened their penance. 

promiaed, couched in ambiguous terms, and such as might bo 
inter|>retcd to the belief of either Church : for in the luiion 
decree it is sud, "■ That the sonln of true penitents dying in 
the love of God, before they liave sufficiently testified their 
repentance, by discipline and other instances of reformation. 
are puritied after their death by the pains of purgatory T but fifi". 
then it is not expressed wliat those pains are. or how in- 
flicted. 

The Greek bUhops, as it was tfaoufi^t, were overruled into rt* o^wtt 
this union by the emperor PaUvologus : for this prince, Ijcing .^ZUcBY 
ppotpcd by the Turks, was willing to satisfy the pope, and '****^ 
bead to the belief of the Latins, in hopes of asaistaDco. How- 
ever, forced compliances are seldom lasting. The Greek 
prelates, therefore, after thej- came home, declaimed agaiust 
the council of Florence, and recanted their subecriptiona : 
atul, in abort, those delegat*^ who adhered to tlie union, were 
diaowued by the eastern patrinrt-hs, and the body of the Grtf k 
Chnrrh. And thus the Latins and Greeks continued in the 
same statu of difference and independency as formerly. 
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ifmorthvkiig a«HC: wUcfc I9- tke fane of tbdr ima- 
Miani. «■* teopente^wo Us loMh, briogUm inioaeoo- 
wmuf^iom, amA aake him deeaj propor ti anajbiy to tie mekiiig 
^*i of tbt JiMgB, wfakb «M pfaead befare « gmrth fire. In abort, 
cIm Udf CaUnan was mmk li l ; bowerer, tbe kn^ refbsod to 
lAk« tlic forfsiLure of her lifr, um] only eaannhted her to the 
ouBlwly of Sir 'rhomm StMilej, who kept her prisoDer in 
Obovler cMtlo. 

I ki I i 11)1 roko, Hume, and odo WUIiaiu Woodliain, were lri« 
fur lii^h troiwou, uid cast : the two last were pardoned, 
U««Iiiibntko, oliwi Ontly. waw executed at Tyfanni : s( 
*l<'ft(li lin |irrftetitod hin innocency as to treasoD ^;ainst the 
kiiiK ; hill ci.nfcgiied ho had gone too far in the inquiri» of hi^H 
art, and ankiil (lod Ahnij^htye pardon. ^| 

'* Kiortyr of this Sir Iloger Onely, alias Bolin- 
• Him in hLi c&lcndan though for wltat reason ' 
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hard to imagine, unless he believed him a Wieliffite. The 
lady Cubliani is said to have been tif that ]>ersuafiton, and 
liicrefuru Uub inartjTtilogist make^t no difficulty to prefer her 
to the dignity of a cnnfeaeor, and takes a great deal of pains 
lo vindicate her memorj'; but this justifientton rests whollv 
upon slender conjectures, which, even in Fuller''^ opinion, seem 
not sufficient to couaterbalaiice the credit of the courts of 
justice. And notwithstanding the retjard Fox discnrors for 
this lady, Stow ivports, that the duke uf tiloucester tarnished 
his reputation by entertaining a scandalous commerce with her 
before marriage ; and, at the close of her Ufc, adds, tliat her 
pride, avarice, and licentiuusueas, were the occasion of her 
ruin. 

The next thinjy that cornea up to notice, is the death of 
archbishop Chichcley, which happened on the twelfth of April 
this year, lie was a prelate of great conduct and integrity, 
answered the expectations of hJs post, and had Inivn very 
aerviceahle l>oth to the Church and kingdom. He preser^'ed 
the jurisdiction of his see, and ap{H-ared boldly against licen- 
tiousnesH, withnut conniving at any manV greatnesR : and vet 
nuuuiped with that prudence and dexterity, as ncvrr to low the 
king's favour. He undeivitood the true use of a great fortime, 
and sjicnt his estate upon the encouragements of learning, the 
imercist of religion, and the relief of the poor. Ucsides his 
benefactions already mentioned, he founded two colk-ges in 
Oxford, .Ml Soubi and Iternards. All f)ouls consists of a 
warden and forty fellows: the whole number of tluit society, 
including officers and serv.ants, amounting to seventy. Him 
other foundation of llernards, afterwanls enriched by a coii- 
sklerablo settlement, luadc by Sir Thomas White, mayor of 
Loadou, sunk in the name of St. John''s College. This arch- 
fcuht^ was likewise a CDiisiderable benefactor tu his motropo- 
litical church. He rep«red the library, and fumislted it with 
^ choice collection of books, and gave a great many jewels and 
Mher rich (►rnanieuts fur the sen'ice of the cathedral. Hit* 
bounty tu indigent scholars in the universities was likewise 
considerable. Ho sal nim-and-twenty years, and was buried 
in ihe north part nf the choir at Cant*Tburj'. 

Mis suci.*e»s(ir wa.<i dohn Stafford, son to the earl of Stolford. 
This iHiblc prelate discovered an early inclination for learning. 
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imd |>ro9eouted his studies lUI along with great industr)*. 
took the degree of doctor at luw, at Oxford, and prartised 
advocnto in the court of Arches. Archbishop C'hichclcy ta) 
notice of his ahititics, constituted him his vicAr-gcuorai. Fi 
heucc', |iai«iug through several prefermciita, he was made pri^ 
councillor, and lord priv^ seal (o kinj; Henry V. He 
likcu*iso lord trejisurer, and preferred to the sec of Bath 
, Wclb ; from whence, upon the death of Chiehclcy, he 
Ijiuislated to (^uitcrbur)' by pope Kugenius. 

This year, Lmvis Luscburg, or Luxanbnr^, bishop of 
died. This prelate, who wits conltnal and nrchhitihnp of Roi 
and related to the royal family, had the see of Kly given 
cnnnnendani by the king, in regard the revenues of his 
biHhoprtc were much mink by the war in Normandy, 
archbishop to fortify the king^s grant, wrote to p<ipc Kugenins 
for hti; confimtation : the pope, by the adncc of the conclai 
ratified the king's letters-|»alent : the pope was so furward 
oblige the king and cardinals, that he made no difficulty to 
revoke hin bull which he had passed for the translation of i 
bisltop of Worcester to this bisliopric. 

However, this promotion was disreUslied by archbiahop 
Chiriu'lcy. He looked upon the coumiendani as an oppn-svii 
intiiivation, and a breach upon the canons. And therefoi 
when cardinal Luxenburg sent his deputy to take posaesBtoo 
tlie tein^Mfnlities, and enter upon the jurisdiction of tile see' 
Kly, arvhhishoii Chicheley opposed his title : his reason 
beginning this contest was, because Luxcnburg made noi 
cation to the see of Canterbury', but pretended to goTcm 
ace in (hat province, without taking notice of the nieti 
tan. A rehbisliop Chiclwley Uierefore cited tlie clerks 
Luxeuhurg's agent before him at Lambeth, to answer to 
tain articles : and uiK>n their not appearing, suspended them 
for coiilunuicv. The cardinal's proxy sent imaiediati^ly 
Knnie, and prtHMireil a bull of absolution for liis clerks. Al 
tints, when the an'hbisliop of Canterbury fotmd himself ov( 
wetgbcd by the courts of England and Komo. he thought 
advisaUo to acfjuieece and consent to the comniendam. 

The pariiament records in Sir Kobcrt Cotton's Abridgmd 
givo aomewhat n different report of this matter: tin; relatic 
HlanAs thtut : " ilic airhhiiiliop uf Kouen, Id whnni the poj 




at the death of the hmhup 

arcbbiabop. during bin lift*, all the profitB of the said bisliopric, 

by tlte name of administnitor, ediow? bis bull to the king, who 

utterly rcjecta it ; notwithstanding, for his Borvicc done in 

France, the kiug makes biui a grant of the aduiioistraliun Abrij** 

afun.'said.'" ""•*• l* '•23- 

To proceed. StaflTurd, in the second y^iar of liis translation, 
held a convocation at Ix^ndou : and a motion boinf; made by 
the court for the grant of a gubaidy, the clergy moved for 
petitioning the king, that the .statutes of Provisont and Pnc- 

tniuuin;, which were wresttd to the prejudice of tlie Church by 
the common lawyers, mi^ht be either repealed, or explained to 
a more favourable sense : They likewise niovctl there might be 

»somc penally cuactc<l in parliament agaiitst thoHc that should 
bring churchmen into the king's courts against their privilege, 
mud harass tliem with unjust and Tfxattous suits. But the 
cunvoeation, after granting a tenth, broke up without coming 
■ to any resolution about these points. Soon after the recess, 
the archbishop pnUished an order, that there »hnuld be no 
faira nor markets held in churches or church-vards. upon 
Sandays or holy days, excepting in harvest time. 

This year, lienry Wardlaw, biabop of St. ADdrew''B in Tit 4nuk 
ScoUaud, died. ArchbiMhup Spotawood gives him the charac- ri$a^'^ 
ier of a good gi»vemor; that he suppressed some licentious ^fV^^JJ^ 
cust^nus, and was a m'Mt hospitable prcUte. This Wardlaw Amirrw'i. 
uuulif the bridge at the mouth of the river Eden ; and, which 
ft yn& a oobkr aerrice, he founded the university of St. Andrcw^s, 7^ «••- 
' and settled readers iu logic, philusophy, divinity, and other .^.Ji^-, 
faculties. >■•*«/. 

In forming tliis learn<;d society, be took his model from the 
university of Paris, and procured the pope's conHrraation in 
the yoar 1412. Mr. John Shoves, official, Mr. William 
Stephen, aftcm-arda bi£>hop of Oumhlane, and Sir John Ijister, 
a canon of the abbe)', had the dirinity chair, Mr. Lawrence 
Leodors read upon the canon law, and Mr. Richard Cornwall 
upon the civil: Mr. John Gaw, Mr. William Powlis, and 

tMr. William Crosier, were'philosuphy profe&tor^ But, not 
witliHtandiug the ncheme was thus licat^^n out for the benefit of 
learning, tlie profeasurs liad no salaries settled on them. Hisliop 
Wardlaw. after having governed his see thirty -five yeant, died ^Safcit 
in the castJe of 8t- Andrew' 
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■ tfe IdqgMi anirte* they luok ibe tibetty 
■«» *^thBft tk^ mtm ne noMia wbr tbey almtU 
ikvBiBaifcaf the king and kinnf- 
■ nfaftia^ to eoattMBB and raoflti- 
tb*«NMBoa k»; eq>eciall7 eiMi- 
s and to praeMdbgr staled rnloi. 
of km, «htf«a» the e u mio u u lawyers sn 
fay pcecedeaCi^ wUeh are aooietimeH eoiu> 
to etefa other. And thus, by laviag 
CO new iiihd cMat* and ■vpplemeiital aathorilieB, tfao 
of Jnrtiee bee o ie ttote arfaitiary aud unoprtain. 
The iiuuiuealion Gkewin mmphmpd, " that t}ic pnifisnon 
iif the Jaw pctttaBdad a perraege (by what n^t/' s^iy th^^r, " «c 
know not) to iaCarpret acta of poribineia and explAin the mitxi 
•»f Ihp legiabton: aad by thus practisrog upon the statutes; 
they mmetiiDea gnmnd their opinions upon mysterious and 
iJiitiiiHIiipblo roaaona, and so wreat the laws contrary lo the 
iiKjininff And iatouLion or parliament.** 

Till' rotivocatiuii continues, "thcj- humhly conceived, the 
*tinjf hiul till [-round Ui riui-slion the fidelity of the prvlattss 
»'Xc€.ptiiiK ("v Houii- procedenls in furmer reikis, in which tiie 
cli-no' luul lliilod the rn.wn. and ndhcnxl t« the pope. But 
t».w tlitiM. very lawn whicb. at the instance of the ptdato. 
u.rn n.n-K. „p,JnHt ,ui|«d e«i.-roHchnient*, and for thu a<l%a»tage 
11 . I **" f'^'^Kative, nru turned upon the elerirr, and 

«.ml ii. ,1... .^,27";^'"'''l<-.,M«:«,«trw(,.mofonosiugk 
I 'fu.-! ,„ ,iu. „,urt uf U«u«., or ,iMr«»K wy goch 



traiuflatiorm, processes, and sontencos ol" oxconimtinicatiDDs. 
buUti, ioRtruments, or any other things which touch the king, 
agaiaat hinu his regality, or his realm,'' &C. 

" From these words of tlie statute, the common lawyere, when 
dispoecd to cntAiigle the prelatcH, pretend, that ocolcsia&tical 
judges are liable t*> tlie penally of a pncmunirc if they ha)>|>cn 
to make the leaat trip, or interfere never so liltio with tlie king's 
oourta. 

" Now aa long as the terror of this construction is coante> 
nanced, the eceleHiAHtical court mnst necils be much maimed 
in their JDriadiction, and the business of it grow dangerous and 
imprartjcablc ; which proceeding is sttll more unreasonable, 
because this very statute was passed for the benefit of the 
prdates. For before the making of thi» law, the most un- 
qualified and unworthy perBOiis, and who had no other merit 
but tiM_>ir money, used to make application to the pope, and, 
by the strength of their pocket, purchase some of the best 
benefices and dignities in the Church. And thus the prelatoe, 
by the ambition and avaiicu of the court of Boose, were 
deprived of their rigiit of {latroiuige. and the free disposal of 
prafonnents in their own gift. To prevent this incouvenienco 
therefore it v>aii enacted, that for the future none of the king's 
subjec-ts should pi-esume to solicit for any provisiom*, or Church 
preferment at the court of Rome ; or denounce, publish, or 
execute any summons, proceaee, excommunications, or ecclc- 
jBUtieal eenmires, pronounoed or decreed by the poj>e at Itome, 

elsewhere, upon the score of Buch proviisions in England, or 

;where, against the king or any of his subjects. 

•* Which word 'elsewhcrv,' some unfair common lawyera 
nnrcasonably wrest agaia-^l the prelates, and pretend they fall 
mider the penalty of the act, provided they meddle witli, or 
prosecute any matter belonging to the jurisdiction of Weat- 
nuDBter-faaU, not only at Ri^me, but in any ecclesiastical oonrts 
or ennaisiories, though within the kingdom. Hut it is evident, 
tfaia explanation is very foreign and counter to the intention of 
the Uw-nuiker«, who inserted these words, 'in the court of 
Kome, or elsewhere : ' which clause was put into the bill because 
the pope was frequently absent from the city of Rome, residing 
sometime* at Lyoos, Piea. Avignon, and other remote places, 
wlicrc be used to inamt upon the privilege of proviaiooe, (or 
diB|xiaiDg of cccJesiastical bencBccs,) no k» than wbco be Uv*^ 
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thehfahnpacwiM 
ts tew been su Ibrwirdia 
if tba lachtat Infipni to take 
to Uw courts iu Wt 
m amy mmmn nto the kinf^'s ji 
the mmtt fiiiiiiihiiiiiil with the fjopc*t 
ike finiihiiiriit. in all cquit] 
of Inr, omglit to be pnipoitiooc 
if they exeeed tb« bounds of tbeirl 
kt Ibea be c h a cfc ed with |iniLibiti<iits. and 
8D beawj a peBsItT, Boleas tbuv is a pbin Uw to 
k. And if tbej dnO take ootioe of tht-rso prohibt- 
taaaa»ktdMaibepariAfdfi»eoateiitpi: for the plnin nieaniBg 
flf km <m^ DOC lo be mmubJ bj the ambiguity of word* 
and temis ; nor the rwahipw stretched to eaaes umneiitioDnl : 
Urt if the intpntion frf the legislators ia not Bufiiciently cK-w 
upon the arcoont of a doublful word or exprearaon, vhen thin 
hapfiem, the law ought to be explained in a iarourabic 
Heniie." 

They added further, " they looked upon it as a great harU- 
hliip to be forced to abide by the opinions and sentence of the 
lay juil^fc^ who seetned inclinable to act by such uioosurcA U6 
Hiiitld prrfectly rtiin the ercleBioHlical juri^icliun, ojid make it 
deNpicabIc and inifignificant.'" In Kne, the di.«ipi of their 
ndiin.ius was, "that thi? word ' olaewhere,'' whieli )pi\i- i>crjisii)n 
til tlitN uiitortAjnatc mi8Cunt>ti*uctton. uu^bt be explained bv 
miflxiriiy i«f paHiaiucnt ; and tliat tlio cccluaiostical judges 
iiM){bl h(i( l>e liable to a pneuiunire. uuIcsb tbey took Do notice 
iif |irobibi(iiin»« from Lhi' kiii;;*ti court." 

And lastly, 'thai iliow pcnMjrui wlm seoni to be under a 
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bias of partiality for their o\m jurisdiction, and attacked tlie IIKKRY 
clergy in so violent and unfriendly a manner, may for the future ■ 
be faftrrcd the jtoiver of granting prohibitions, trying causes 
of this uature. and pronouncing sentence upoa eccleaastical 
Judges. And that when tlicre ti\mi[ arise any controversy con- 
ceminj^ tho limits and jurinilictioii of occlesiaflticnl and civil 
coarte» that indifferent persons may be pitched upon as judges Antiqwu. 
in all such causes, aiid w)io arc not supposed biaaacd upon the ^J^^,'" 
score of interest or disaffection." p- '^- 

What effect this address lixul, is somewhat uncertain : but 
in the next reign, the clerg}' met with all tho success in this 
bmdneaa which the prerogative could give them. 

This year, the famous Lindwood died. To say somctJiing r<b itojti >/ 
of him ; he was preferred for his merit, by archbishop Chichcley, f^^ y ' 
and made official of the Arches : this prelate knowing bim tn •*'' AirW. 
be a man of great learning and 6t for business, recommended 
him to king Henry V., who gave him a public character, and 
employed him in an embassy, first to Spain, and afterwards to 
I'ortugal: in the reign of king Uenr)' VI. he n-as uiade lord 
pnvy seal, and nut long after, bishop of St. David^s. tic was 
particularly eminent for his skill in the canon law, and bcdde« 
other works, which arc lost, lie published a eelebrat4.'d book 
called his I'ruviocial. This performance is a collection of tlic 
Bngltsb ecclesiastical constitutions from Stephen Langton to AnU^mi. 
Chicbeley inclusively. These constitutions are digested into an ,, r^t ' 
esMct method according to the subject-matter, and cx{iUincd J'i,'|^*^' 
with a very learned commentary. p- «• 

The latter end of this year, in P'ebruary, there was a parlia- 
ment summoned at St. Kdmundsbur}- in Suffolk. Soon after 
the meetiog of the lords and commons, Humphrey, duke of 
Gloucester, the kifig''s uncle, was put under an arrest; and 
about a week after was found liead in his betl. It was gi?ea T%^^Ay 
ooC he died of grief, for fear of failing ia his defence at hia j^y"" 
trial. His corpse was exposed to view to piwcnt the suqridon *"""'^"' 
of fuul play. However, it waa thought be was taken off by a 
rtok-nt death: anil for thia conjecture there Uy strong pns 
somptiuRS against tho nianiucHA of Suffolk. This prince waa 
generally Ijcloved, and %«as callcl the good duke of Olooccstcr. 
Ue sbK^cd at Oxford for socdc time, and made a coosideraUe 
tirogrcas tn the bellcs-kttres. He was a gencruus patron In 
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pi iMHFf « Mk vas pfVMmd JW^ 

Be aade & pvit %Bre in ife 
I caDed the nds cardial: 
■Mfpfied, bo lent \m 
HiBiT- ▼. t«<«^ ihMnad poaodi at oooe, 
ia thoae taata. aoa a |aiii%iiii aoai. Toward xhn lattrr 
«f Id» Mb, he dveapipd froai atate affura, aa far aa it 
jnf<T ii "r . aad Boalt—iil lammX to the fsnctioDa of hia 
671 . fleeter. BeeUei other charitaUe beoe&rtiona^ ho fonuded 
hoapital Mar St. Cnm% at. Wiocheiiter, aeulod an estate uf 
it oTmi fattodnd and fifty-«igbt pounds per annum, acctmji 
Ui Lbn lJ»Mi rahiatiim uf uuney. bcaidus llie L-tn(l& >M?Ioiigtn}^ | 
- -i« t« jIjj, <TiiIU«go of Fnnlinbridgu. Thia prvlatn hatl Iks'ti thrice 1< 
I'liniiOcUor, and sat ihrw-amlforty yciins in the sco of W 
■iiA«hNi. ohcetor. 

v/j.r rAr m Tlibi your, the death of pope Eugenius put on end to 
li^m." Inti) Mcbiini : for, upon the deposing this pupc, the eouncil 

rltiwil oloet4.^l Anufdieuti, duke of Savoy, who took the naim< of 
KoliK V. To ifUp)H)ii. thia olcelion, these fathers sent c^>S^^ 
ntliMioiuTH tn the asfKinhly at Ituur^cfl, to en;Q;agc tlio kiiig'i^H 
t''mhiN.) in I''t'lix'H intorcet. These delegates enJeavnurwI to 
nmki< ^imm) four poiiiU : first, the supreme authority of genenj 
nniiueiln, even with riw|icet t>t tlie pope; seenndly, that it kis 
ri'iiNttimlilt' to ivMounce Kugenlus for his itppnwtiou to this doo- 
II liii<, aitti thni the «enteiicc pronounced a)i;aiiist him was defc^^J 
9\h\v mill vsell ({niuuiliHl: thirdly, that Felix wan a |M>r9on ^H 

1 pttt|M*r ipmlifitMtiuns, and htf elivti'm n-gnbir and 

I. Mid Iwtlji', tlut the maintaining^ KcUx^s t 
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f«dL lll7«fe4h>MilheM 
, Um d^ CMC «^ ihe dihe «r Srfb 
jmndtflA to the dMdiaatige flfihor peenge! 

Thii Ttv, Jack CUe |iiHiliri a fiit of gnevwaoe* 
<hc gmmBBtnt, and nake* an iMMU icc t ioo to Kent. It 

ihabf^ Urn di ^ iii l — m wm a ww i m w l mderfaaiid hyi 

gnat i Km oM ; aad wanm ymn aikcr, at a pariinDcnt at Oove^ 
try, that dakc of Yotk was cSiarged with hnUtng inte&ij 
wit>t Jack Gad«, afftd abetting ihst eoonnotiorv Ut make hk 
Ut (h«r crown. A* for Cade, aotwHIiBtaiiding lie had 
tflfp)th(rr a gnai, aatnbcT of the peaaantr}*, and forced lita 
into Ixnidon, )ret, managing his sooceas with indiscrc-tinn 
ioMikmct*, ho began to kiae ground, and grow disrcliftlteil, ir 
"'"'''• "'ttt liin troops dift|)cn»ed upon the king^s pardon ; 
lli.(I«tUi, ""*^ J""R »fU*r, he v,t» takrn in Sussex by ono Rden, a Kent 
• » Hw Ki'iiMwimn, ami hlniu At IIolhfieM. 

Alioul two )cnnt TonrarJ, thr archbiHhop Runimoncd a 

vrH'ftiinti Ui lyondun. The Itinn scut sevenil temporal In 

to Iho Hergy, to iu:<|unint tliiiii with the ill condition of 

KnuJiuli (ilfairH in I'mnco. 'I'liia report was st'couded by 

'linn tif St. S(*vi'Hu, nrnr Mm-gundy. who, coming lately fr 

'^'pitlnmo. ihfuriiu'U llio cdnvocation, in a set spnccli. that ( 

jM^nv.u...« wnn di.,p,Mod to n revolt, atitl in pr.«t *UnR»'r 

iliil**^. Tl' ""' ''""voi'ftlion ttp|»eareU vers- willing to iii^M 

i!'..tlu "*'""'• •"'"' i""»«^'««*'> P*"'«l the crown ti 
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One Clemens VincentiuR, tlio fwpe's nuncio mid collector, IIRXky 

being now in I^ondoa, and percciWug the inclinations of the ,1 , 

dergy so fonrard tn assist the liing, ho|>ed to find them no 
less di^xMed for hia mostor's ecnico. 'I'o work them to his 673. 
pnrpoeef he made a tragical report : " What grt-at danger jHip' 
Nicholas and the conclave had lately escaped, and with wliat 
difficulty they di^ppoint^ the conspiracy of Stephen Porchar ; 
that this Stephen, a Roman gentleman, had drawn the stew& i 
and libertines of Rome into his interest, with a design to cut^„, ,„"^ 
off the pope and the whole college of cardinaht : but that now, J?^"*" '^.^ 
by tho bletMing uf Providence, the cliief incendiary and Bomo of •••"■nn. 
his accomplices were taken and executed.*" From hence the 
nuncio proceedi^ Ut dc-sire the convucatinn to draw up a form 
of prayer, to be used throughout the proiince of Caoierbur)'. 
(or the preservation of the po|>e and conclave : adding witlial. 
" that a letter from the Kiiglisli clergy to his holiness upon this 
subject would be taktrn very kindly ; suggesting that Rome was 
dcgi^ierated to tlie licentiousness of Old Babylon ; that it was, 
as it were, the dnk nf all n*ickcdne»s and disorder ; and, there- 
fore, it was highly advisable for his holiness to quit the town. 
mud aeitle in some other country- : and if this addnss,"* con- 
tinues the nuncio, "comes recommended with the prumlacof a 
supply, there is no question but that the [wjie will quickly 
remove his court, take leave of Rome and Italy, and have the 
gre«tcst esteem imaginable for the English clet^." 

But the artifices of the court of Rome being no secret to 
the convocation, the nancio was disappointed, and could pro- jj^]^"'' 
curt nothing from them excepting a fnnn of prayer. p-*^8» 

While this sj-nod was Kitting, the archUsliop of Canterbury July «- 
fell sick, and iHed at Maidstone. To wliat has been said of „„j mw- 
thia prelate, I shall add the commendation given him by arch- ^^^ 
bishop Chichde)-. This ChicheW, about a year before bis SkMfbrj. 
doatlt, wrote to pope Eugenins for leave to resign the arch- 
faiahnpric : tlie reason uf thin request was, becanse he found 
hinwdf worn up with age and infirmities. In this letter he 
recommends John StafTord, then lii»>hop of Bath and Well<t, 
fur htK suee09^»or. And here he tells the pope, " That, in his 
eotisdesice, be thought his brothrr nf Batli and Wells a |>erBoti 
of the greatest merit, and iii all re«|iert8 beat qualified for the 
see of ( 'antj-rlmn,-. That. U-sides his eminent learning, and 
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Upon tfetertfc itfs^ij^bpStdfed, tlie monks of CSrats 

Ckvdh Uwfaj J Job Ke^ ■iiWmiIiihi of York and cu^mI 

aTStBrfUaft. rrtiT rtrfc-'w.ltr'g--"-^^— g" * j' ^ 

of the — imi— Lj Anf, look ao notice at the monks' dacftknu 
bat liMMhiiil Kemp from York to Q mU i Unj . br » provi- 
aionm7 bdL He «aa bora at Wje, in Keni. aod hred at 
Jlertoa eoBege, ia OifiaJ, a^vre be conifwopon doctoc of 
Iftw. Hk fint pralsnent was the anl aka f imry of Darkam ; 
aAervards, he aeaa nude <lean of the Ardieo and near-genenl 
to arcUaBhop Ghiehdey ; and aeqmttii^ fannaelf to a gnat 
degree of connnendatiott, fab next adraaoement waa eom ew k rt 
■mjitning ; for, as Jooefin reports, be was oow made gnrerrtor 
of the dnrhy of Normaody. While he cootinoed m this p«»l. 
he was elected bishop of Rochester : wfacro, after be bad sal 
three jreara, he «as tnnUsted to Gldchester ; from CI 
to Loodan, »nd from London to York. In the first ywir 
his trauslaf ton to Canterbury, he summoned a eonvoeation 
London : where, excepting the grant of a snbsidT. there 
nothing done. 

. ^ '^^^ next year tJio archbialiop fell sick at Lambeth, andi 

wvrfU. the 22d of March, having Hat about a year and a lialf. _ 

This year, John Talbtit, earl of Shrewsbury, was defeated hy 
the French, and slain at Chatillon. Soon after this defeat, 
the remainder of ibe Kiiglish proviuces surrendered, Bouideatu 
heinpr the laflt town whieh held out on that aide : aod Ihiu all 
Aqmtaine, coniprthemling the territories of Gascoigne and 
<.u,rnno waa lost from the English crown, in which it had 
i.Tr*^."T ^^^ bundrvd years. It .vas made parrel 
t c J. „^h«h dominions by the tnarriage of Eleanor, dautihl 

T In rhn '■'""' ^"'^^ of Aquitaine, to U\n^ Henrv ' 

joc u . 'Hn;'"' "V^"^ "f **^- d-»'y -ay be s<u„ewhat ' 

I nn within that rnmpaw* ; there being no lees llum 
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four airhbUhopricR, four-aiid -twenty bishoprics, fifteen earl* 
doniK, and two hundred and two buroDies. And now the 
English had nothing remaining upon the continent excepting 
the town and dependent-* it?-* of Calain. This misfurtiine was 
probably occaainncti by tlie conipetilionH of York and Lan- 
caster: for notwithstanding tho house of York had not yet 
lield up their title, and api^ared in the Held with colours dis- 
played, yet the design was privately furmed, and the great 
men divided into parties. Thenc misunder^tandinga weakened 
the force of tlie nation, and disabled the government froui 
fteting with its usual vigour. 

Tbii* year, likewise, proved fatal to the Oreck empire; for 
iiimn tlie 29th of May. Constantinople, the capital city, was 
taken by stomi by Mahomet H. Thi> emperor C«»natantin»' 
loot his life very honourably with hid dominions, and died fight- 
ing upon the breach. 

L'jjon the vacancy of the see of Canterbury, the monks of 
Cfarittt Church nuide choice of Thoni.i£ ik>urchier, bisliop of 
£3y, for thnr metropolitan. ThiK election had particular cir- 
ounoBtancGfl of commendation ; for whereas either the regale 
or the pontificate used frequently to interjtiise ntxl overrule tho 
chi^ter, the monks wtTe now perfectly left to their inclination, 
and the business carried with nil the freedom and unanimity 
imaginable. The pope's confiniuitioD being obtained without 
any difliculty, llie archbishop was instAlled with great solemnity 
at OanterlMiry. 

This prelate was nobly extracted, brother to Henry Ilour- 
chicr, earl of E^ssex, and made cardinal of St. Ciriacus by poi>o 
Nicholas. 

Soon after his inBialincnt, he began a visitation in Kent, 
and made several regulations for the government of his dio- 
eese. To mention some of his provisions : — 
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Firftt. He decreed, " that those religious who threw off tlie 
habit of the cloister, and entered ui>on parochial cures, should 
loae their benefices, and bo punished as revolters from their 
order.'* 

Secondly. ** That Church livings should nut be let to farm 
Without the bishop's leave.'' 

Thirdly. *' That maixiages and last wills should not be made 
without two witnesses at the least." He likewise poseed several 
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other constitutions for the reformation of the clcrgj- and Uity. 
and ordered them to be published at St. PauI's Cn>ss. 
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As for learning and religion, they were but. genonUly 9peak< 
ingt in a statu of decleusiun : for, as au author uf character, 
who lived at this time, complains, *' A right dtactiarge of tliP 
functions of a parish priest was almost grown into disuse, and 
made impracticable. That this mischief was oocaaidoed by 
non-residence^ by promoting unwortliy persons, by excvsnte 
allowance of pluralities, by granting university degm'n 
personR who had neither inonUts nor any other circumstance 
merit to recommend them.'" This writer, who was some tin 
chancellor of Oxford, compLtins of the government of 
university^ ** That degrees were purchased without any 
to lift! or learning; that thi& connivance and bribery in 
university »verspr(vid tbe country with ignorance, and u 
thti pari8h<« ill supplied. He goes on anddeclaima against the 
relaxation of discipline in the court of Rome ; and ri'pu 
that pope Calixtua Til. brought a verj* ill precedent inio tha 
Church of England in favour of a young person of quality." 
It seems this pope had given a disi^nsation to Ueorge Nei'illc, 
brother to the great earl of Warwick, to be elected bishop of 
Exeter, and receive the profits of that see, notwitlistandtng be 
was no more than tlircc-and-lwcnty years old, and was not 
ca|Hibtc of bcii^ consecrated till four yeara after. Notvritli- 
standing this disability, his holiness funiiahe<l htm with a bull, 
not only to recoivo the profits, but likewise U) hold thooe other 
Clmrch preferments lie was [wissessed of before. 

About this time, tlie univeraity of Oxford were warmly «n- 
ploycd in confuting the opinions of Reginald IVactwk, bishop 
of Chichester. Ti>o learned Oxford antiquary reduces the 
controversy to seven propositions maintained by tliis prelate- 
First. He aifimied, '' that no bishop, by virtue of his cha- 
racter, was bound to preach in his diocese.*' 

The Hccond proposition being much the same mtb the Brst, 
T shall pass it over. 

Thii-dly. lie held, *' that bisliopes as bishops, wore not 
hound tu be funiislicd with the preacliing and instructive jjart 
of learning proper to a parisli priest, hut should rather employ 
their time in atudying polemical and casuistical divinity.** 
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Fourthly. **That bishops may appear in the pulpit, or quit 
it at their pleasure : and that they arc at the sajne hberty 
with rcepect to any other hranch of the ofKce of n |>arochiaI 
priest." 

Fifthly. *^ Thai tlierc may be several w-arrautable, and even 
necessary reasons for bishops to \)e absent from their diocc«es : 
and that, in such cases, non-residence is matter of merit and 
commendation : and tliat, during such emergeucies, they would 
sin if tht?y should do othenvise."" 

Sixthly. " Tliat tlie spiritual interest of a dttwese may be 
more sorriccably pursued tlian by the business of preaching, 
taking that word in the common aceeptatiun.** 

Seventhly. *' That neither the [wpc nor the English prelates 
«re guilty of simony, either upon tlie score uf receiving their 
1^ providons, or Uie payment of first fruits." 
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These aa<ertiona Peacock maintained in a sermon at St. 
Paul's Cross, when bishop of St. Asaph, in the year 1447. i^M*"'* 

ThiB Peacock, by the partiality of the regents at Oxfoni, 
gained Im de^ee of doctor in divinity without peribmiing tite 
exercises required. Keing thus qualified^ be made his way to 
the see of St. Asaph, and afterwards to that of Chichester, by 
the iatc-rest of Pole, duke of .Sulfotk, and Hart, bishop of 
Norwich, (jascoiguc reports Inm to have written several 
heretical l>noks in EnirU^ik, and tliat he had infected some of 
the young studenlit of 4 >xfonl with his novelties : to mention 67/>. 
•omo particulars : — • 

He is said to decry the authority of the four celebrat4.xl s..h,. ^ 
Latin Fathers, St. Jerome, St. Ambrose, .St. Augustine, and '^^^^^^, 
St. Gregory the Great : and that, wlieii their testimony was 
urged, ho used to lhn»w it ulT v>\i\x contempt, and say, "ho 
valueil them no furtlier tlLin they could prove their point by 
natural reason.*' .\nd thus he fell in with the doctrine of 
Petrus Abiclardus, whose maxim it was, "that he who believed 
without natural reason, settled u[>on an ovcrhat>t% and ill- 
grounded faitlt." This opinion of .\bH-Iardus was confuted by 
St. Bernard ; and it is a remarkable sentence of (Jr^ry the 
Great, " that a mairs belief, which stands purely upon princi- 
ples of acience, has nothing nf merit in it.*" IIhiikI. •». 

To proceed. Peacock maintained, "tluit the meaning »if 
the holy Scriptures was to be collected only by the force of 
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natural rBiuKin. And as for tho gi^ncrality of praacbing. bftj 
called it no better than bawling in the pulpit. Bomdes ibiaij 
be denied the Apoetlw were the authors of the creed wfaici 
goes luider their name ; qut-slioned the recoired doctrine 
aeveral articles, and inade human reason the last judge uf tlwd 
controversy. He likewise dn?w up and published a long cmd] 
in English, which was condemned at London by the arclibit 
Ke denied the desceut of our Saviour into hell : and tfaov^' 
he granted the artide of tlie Catholic Church might pMB, lie 
added, CliriKtianH were not bound to the obsennuice of tl 
canons, any further than thoy could he found agreeaiAe 
reason and good Bcnae." Further, this Peacock aeetns to ba> 
been a person of a floating desultory humour, and unsettled ii 
Ilia judgment to that degree, as oumetimes to preach and writi 
counter to himself, and contradict his foniier opinions. Fc 
about two vears after hm maintaining the Beren pro[w)Miti(>naJ 
above-mentioned, " he declainifnl against the bisho|M« in tbi 
pulpit in very tfarm intemperate cxpreasionB ; railed on them.] 
for their titled and revenues, for appearing with a splendid 
equipage ; and noiwitlisumding he had lately disc)i.'\rged tbcn' 
from the exercises of the palpit, he now reproaches them for 
their omissions of this kind : is so hardy as to afKrm, lluil h 
was cither their ignorance or their luxury that occasioned tfail 
negligence : and that if they would do any good in preaching, 
tbey must declaim against their owti practice, and rpcommend 
those good qualities tliev had not the honostv to be maeteni 
of." 

This satire upon the hierarchy proved popular, inflamed the 
mob to a tumult, and carried them to sudi a pilch of dtstrac* 
tion, that they murdered Mnlens and Aftkno, bishops of (Tii- 
ofaester and Salisbury, and pnneil down their palaces. They 
likewise drove the bishops of Lichfield and Norwich firom their 
seea, and puraned thorn through the country ; plundere<l and 
kiUed several advocates and judges belonging to the Cfpiritual 
courte ; and harassed the inferior clergy in Kent and Wilu 
shire at a bart^arous rate. 

But after iho death of his gnwt patron, the doke of Snflblk, 
which happened in the year 1450, the tide turned againnt 
Pciipock, and he bocan to foil imder a gwirral odium. And 
now, the archbiahop, iu a synwl at Lambeth, hail his wrilrngs 
eoimined ; and being gnmrnoned thither, he was oUigod to 
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make his appearanco, and recant his writinfrn, particularly 

those books in which he had maintained, preaching was no 

part of the cptscop&l oflficc. From Lambeth ho 

down to Cantt'rburv, where lie seemed to Ik' under iienance-' //<■»«»- 

but whether he was resi|jucd to thiu discipline or not, is some- TrtU^Lp^ 

wliat questionable, hy tlie verses he used to repeat to those ^'^/J™^^ 

that made htm a \'isit. a^* ^rm. 



" Wit hath wonder, that reason cannot sk&n ; 
How a moder is mayd, and Ciod is raan.^^ 

To this heterodox rhyme, Oascoigne, abovo-mcntioDed, 
ntornod this answer : 

" LeVG reason, beleve the wonder ; 
Bclef hath mastnr', and reason h under.'" 

Some few days after, this bishop was remanded to London UeccmWi. 
for a further trial. Awl now, having Mibmitted tu a second 
recantation of hie \rntin^s, hn was bnui^ht to St. Paul's 
Church-yard in his episcopal habit. And here, his books 
being publicly bunit, he confesw^d his pride had brought all 
this dmgrace upon him. From London he was sent to Maid- 
stone to receive his last sentence, and was deprived of his see : 
but where, or how, he passed the rest of his time is somewhat 
uncertam. „, ^ ^a. 

However, it is prubable his penance might be tolcnibly e.asy, 
considering the satisfaction he gave in his n>cantatio[L, which 
stands thuH in Slow : — 



" In the name of the Trinity, Father, Son, and HoJy Ghost. 
I, R^inald I'eacock, bishop of Chichester, unworthy; of my 
own power and will, without any manner of coercion or dread. 
oonfesH and knowledge, that I here before this time, presuming 
of my natural wit* and preferring my judgment and natund 
reason before the Old and New Testament, and the authority 
and determination of uur Mother Holy Church ; have held, 
written, and taught otherwise than the holy Itoman and uni- 
versal Cliurch teacheth. preaeheth, or ubserveth. And against 
the true Catholic and Apostles' faith. I have nritt^'n, taught, 
and published, many and divers perilous doctrines, bouks. 



^_ JiR- works and writiDgs, contaiiuiig heresies and errora, contrary 
ili'S to tlic faith Catholic, and determination of holy Church." 
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A(W this, he makes a recital of four of his heterodox pro* 
portions : the first of which, denying the necessity of beliermg 
our Saviours deBcent into hell, lias been mooti<»ned already ; 
and the other thret; I sliall transcribe for the ittider by an4 
by. After this recital, the bishop goes on with his recanta- 
tion in the luaoner foUow-ing:— 

'■^ \Micrefore J, miserable uiiuieri whicli hnrcbcforc* long timv 
havo uTtlkod in darkness, now by tlu> mercy aiid infinite 
goodness of God reduced into the right n'ay, and light of 
truth ; and considering myself grievously to have sioned, and 
wickedly have informed and infected the people of God ; retuni 
and come again to the unity of our Mother Holy Churcli, aod 
all heresies and errors written and contained in my said books, 
uorka, and writings, here solemnly and o[)cnly revoke and 
renounce : which herencs and errors, and all other spices of 
heresies, 1 have before this time, before the most reverend 
Fnther in God, arid my good lord of Canterbury, in divers and 
lawful forms, judicially ahjured, submitting myself, being then, 
and also now at this time, a very contrite and penitent sinn^, 
to the correction of the Church, and of my said lord of 
Canttrbury. 

" And over thin, exhorting and requiring, in the name and 
virtue of Almighty God, in the salvation of your souls and 
mind, that no man hereafW give faith and credence tfl ray 
snid perilous doctrines, heresies, and errors : neither my said 
books keep, hold, or read in anywise : but that they all such 
books, works, and writings, suspect of heresies, deliver in all 
goodly haste unto my lord of Cantcrbur)*, or to bia cominia- 
sioners and deputies, in escliewing of many inconveniences, aod 
great perils of souls, the which might else be cause uf the 
contrar)', And over tliis, in declaration of my convcr^on and 
rei>entance, I here openly assent, that my said books, works, 
and writings, for declaration and cause above rehearaed, be 
dcputc<l into the fire, and oiwnly brent in cnsample and terror 




IT. XV.] 



OF GREAT BRITAIN. 



393 



The 



1. 


14 


tmto. 




2. 


«l 


3. 


ti 


parts 


. 


4. 


«< 


5. 


It 


«. 


«1 


7. 


tt 


8. 


U 


9. 


(t 


10. 


tl 



books written and rwantcd by him are thus entitled : — hkvky 

VI 

Of CUrislian Koligion,*^ and a book peitaining there- 
of Matrimony." 
Ju«t Apprising of I-foly Scripture :" divided into three 

The Donet of ChriHttan Religion." 

The FoMowera of the Donet." 

The Book of Faith." 

The Book of filling the Four Tables." 

The Book of Worshipping." 

The Provoker of Christian Men." 

The Book of Council." 



Bale and Oodwin jravo a diflerent cliaracter of this pi-elate. 
The first of these represents him as a person of great learning, 
elocution, and an eminent di\'uie ; tlint he appeared boldly 
Bgaiost the corniptions in the Churcli ; that at ]m being con- 
Tented before the archbishop of Canterbury, his tenets xrcTeJ/ruJ^ 

■ not confuted by solid reasonings, and argiuuents drawn frtim \ '^ ^j JI^^ 
the holy Scriptures : but tliat he was ovcrriJed by human au- *? **'•■ 
thurities ; borne down by indirect methods, and drove upon a 
recantation by force and terror. Thus Bale, who commonly 

» expresses hiinscir \rith great vehemence and [>asaion against 
those who dissent from him. But bishop Godwin, who is a ^l 8. 
more temperate and judicious writer, reports Peacock censured 

tfor the following opluious, which ai*e dlHcrent, and some of 
tliem contrary to those mentioned by the learned Wood : which 
we are not to wonder at, nince Ptacock was uniiteady in hiti ,, jv-j. 
judgment, and confessed he liad wrote several tilings witliout g^fj*'" '" 
due consideration. Cimirmt. 

His tenet* mentioned by bishop Godwin are these : " that *> "■'•/ *«* 
human reason ought nut to be preferred to the holy Scriptures: *^ "nJ^, 
that the bislmps who purchased their preferments of tlie pop© ^i^"*„|V 
cjune unvarmntahly into thnir scos : tliat uo [»ersoii is bound <>«^tete 
to be governed by the determinations of the Roman Church : 

■ thai it is not ucccseory to solvation to believe the natural pre- 
sence of Christ in the holy euchurist : and lastly, tliat the 
universal Church uiay err in |Hiints of faith." 
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BOm* Th&t PcAOock held some of these nputions, and fell intu the 

jun[ £t. doctrine of the Lollards, is pretty erident, by his beiofc joined 

' — - — ' with Wickliff in the censure of the uoiversity of OxfonI : 

where, aomo few years after, the books uf both these aulhon, 

WaoLUb.! ^'^^^ ordered to be bamt, and thaee students who held 

■~" opinions excominunicalod, and ex[>el]ed the university. 

As to the Church, there occurs nothing runiarkable fori 
few years. The next thing therefore wliich doaerras the 
reader^s notice, ts a great rerolution in the Stale ; wlucdi 1 
ehall briefly mention. 
If The duico of York, as has been observed, had formed a 
rascdution of setting up a title to the crown. This sebenie 
being concerted before hi^ going into Ireland, he left the wc- 
cutiun of the design witii the lords of his i>arty. Those lorAi, 
headed by his eldest son, the earl of &larrli, lovitxl an 
and published a dedaratinn of grievances aghast the 
meoi. King Uenr)', drawing down forces to aoppreas 
1)77- commotion, came to a battle at Northampton. In this dispute' 

uetoWls. ^^'*^ '^'"K '^' ^^^ '^'^'*'' ^*'''' '*^" thousand of his men, and w_ 
hiiiiac'lf taken pri»ont!r. This advantage being gaiocd by 
lords, they immediately called a parliauieot lu the kind's 
and sent for the duke of York out of Ireland. Thu du) 
Sliding his affairs thua forward at lus arrival, opens liis 
and claims the crown in tlie housi^ of lords. The pedig 
whtcli he set fortli in proof uf his title wns drawn from 
duke of Clarence, third son to king Edwnnl III., who h 
issue, Philippa, daughter and heir, morricd to Edwaitl Moi 
mer, earl of March, who had issue, Boger MorUmer, i.-ar\ 
March, Hon and heir to the .said Pbitippa, which fioger 
imue, Edniimd, earl of March, Koger, Aim, and Eleant 
wliich Edmund, Hoger, and PJIeanor, dying without issue, 
Bm'd Ann remaining sole heir, was married to Uicliard, ear) 
Cambridge, son of Kdumnd Langley, fiAh son of king Eilwii 
1 1 1., which said carl of Cambridge, liad issue, Bichard Plaiita- 
genet, now duke of York. And thus it appears, the Ikiiujo 
Yoi-k were duscended, by the mothers siHe, from Lionel, dul 
of Cliironee. lliird son to king Edward III. Now the issue 
the IHaek I'riiioe failing in king Ilichai-il II., and William. 
iJHtficld, seeond son to king Edwaitl III., dying without chl 
dreii, the right of sucoeesion must of course devolve upon the 
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heirs of Lionel, duke of Clarence, and not upon the line of HENRY 

Lancaster, dusceud^ from John of Guunt, who was but fourth 1 . 

Mn of theaaid king l-Mward HI. ""Ic^xi. 

Upon the settinff forth of this claim, the kinij ordered the 'tiJ. 
Jd(%G6, Serjeants, and att'Orney-general, to examine the pedi- n«u, [•.410. 
grcc, and reply to the duke'a pretensions ; but they thought fit J^"!^ 
to dcdino the contruvei-sv. In short, the lonls, at last, found r,'""***' ** 

■ , . Ae lord*, 

out a method to compromise the matter. Thti cxjHHlient was 
this : that the king ghonid enjoy the crown during his life, an<l 
the duke and his \w\rs succeed him. And thus the duke being 
declared hcir-appai-eiit to the crown, it was made treason to 
compaKS his dtatJi ; and tltc lords spiritual and temporal were 
obliged to swear in full [>arliament to maintain his title. These 
articles and wnio oUiers for the duke's aecurity, being agreed Coib^n. 
by the king, were entered upon the parliament-rolls. M.G&i.s$7. 

The duke, for a further support of his interest, got himself 
made protector, and procured an act empowering him to au|>- 
press all rebellions and insurrections. lUil. 

His next point was to Heoure the queen. This lady, he had iXrat tirfw 
reason to imagine, would not sit down tamely and see her hus- a^wi^'* 
band''s royalty eclipsed, and her son disinherited, without """•""i'*''' 
making some attempt for their recover)'. To prevent being 
embarrassed from this quarter, the duke pre%'ailed with the 
king to send for the queen and her son to fyondon. The quecof 
instead of obeying the order, levied an army in the north, under 
the command of the dukes of Exeter and San)erHet. The 21. 
protector, receiving intelligenre of this pre|>an»tion, leaving the yj^^j^ ^ 
Idng under the guard of his friend8» the duke of Norfolk andH^^*^"** 
Uie earl of Warwick, marched down with a small force to 
\V'akefield, where, fii^hting rashly at a great disadvantage of 
numbers, be lost his life and the battle. p. g&u, 

Edward, carl of March, had better fortune at Mortimcr*s- 
croas, near Ludlow, where ho defeated the earla of Pembroke, 
Oraiond, and Wiltshire, who had raise<l a considerable force in 
Wales to surprise biut and stop his nuirch. Jlut not long after, 
the house of Lancaster had a turn of victr>ry at St. Alban^ 
where the queen l>eat the carl of Warwick, nlio was attempting 
to join the earl of March ; and, in consequence of this victory, 
the king, who wan in the army of the house of York, waa f,^^ ^^^ 
nwovered nut of their haiulH. IWiiiJMja, 

King Ilenr}' and the queen, not nuking for Lttndun after 
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their success, gave the earis of March and Warvick an of^MV* 
tunity of entering the city, where, calling a great cotmetl uf tfau 
lords spiritual and temporal, tbe earl of March st.>t, forth thi: 
lale agreeniGnt between king Henry and his father, compLuoed 
of the breach of articles^ and, by the int«rest and actiiitY of 
Ills party, was acknowledged for king, and prDclairoed. 

The Londoners declaring for the bouse of ViH-k, <fid not 
discourage the Laucastnan party, who, raising a great atiii;r is 
the north, came up with the enemy at Towton, near Fenj- 
briggs, in Yorkshire, where an obsiinat^^ battic was foil 
and the vietui-)- ffll to king Edward, who, though but f* 
tliousand stn>itg, defeated sixty thousand. The news of 
inihfortuuu being brought to York, to the late king Heniy, 
retreated with his queen and son into Scotland. 

King F.dwanl, on the other side, having now an opportunii 
to give bis title the advantage of the usoal aolejonity, 
crowned at Westminster, by the archbishop of Canterbury. 

And now. liaviiig brought the reign of king Henry lo 
period, it may not be improiwr to add a word or two concerni 
him by way of character. He was a prince of a very gentle and 
religious di«])OMtion, had nothing of a martial gi-nius, and v 
little of that secrecy and re»ene which is necessary for a prin 
He seemed not to have concerned himself in looking into 
design!* of the house of York, nor was nt all solicitinus a' 
diverting a storm, ur guarding against misfortune : in short, 
seemed rather formed for a cloister than the go' 
However, it must b^^ .said to his commendation, that his 
waa oxtfemely merciful and unresenting ; he hail no paaU' 
MDte of injunes, nor any relish for revenge. His devotion and 
tho n^gularitv of his private life were likewise very rciuarkAhle. 
Wtiatt^ver niiscarriages liuppened in the adminiatratiun uugU 
tu be attributetl to the mismanagtMnent of his mintsters, t^|| 
which hi» oven easiness and inactivity gave ton much encoumgl^* 
nivut. If it is objected, iiis wexu'ing the crown in prejudice of 
Uie houm* of York ItKiks Uke an inconsistency with the cha* 
meter uf a conscientious prince, to this it may be aitswered, 
liuil king HL'iiry docs notseent to have been lawyer and genea- 
\\ipl\nl »utHeii'ul to Imlievo himself an usurper: for the I 
itf l^neuster'tt luiving held the crown for two descents l>efi 
him, and ih** aenuirwenn.' of the house of York, might easil 
Iwi^UiM tlte (pKvtiun. and mislead a more inquisitive geni 
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in that of this prince. I nay the (taesiveness and acqui- 
»nce of the house of ^'ork might very prohably convey 
their title out of sight, and make their right unintelligible to 
king Henry. And notwithstanding Hichnrd, duke of York, [ire- 
teniled hia nncle, the earl of March, and his father, Rieliard, 
earl of Cambridge, kept Uieir claim on foot in the reigns of 
Henry IV. and V., yet it is pretty plain this allcgatton contra- 
dicts matter of fact ; and, therefore, this part of the speech 
was made fur hiui. Kor, Hrbt, Edumnd Mortimer, earl of 
&Iarch, took the Geld for Hcnr}* IV. against Owen Olendower, 
who made him prisoner ; and though this earl, upon a disgust 
for not being ransomed, engaged afterwards \vith that \Vel8h 
gentleman against the king, yet it docs not appear that he set 
up auy claim to the crown. And in the next reign, when 
KichanI, earl of Cambridge, who mnrried the daughter of this 
earl of March, fonned a design to <lispussess king llenr)* and 
aet the crnwn upon his fatber-in-lawa heail, the ear) of March 
was so far from a8s*?rting this right nnd abetting the enterprise, 
thai he inmiediatcly went to king licnr)- V. and made a dis- 
covery. 

No(v, the branches of M«n?li ami York letting their claim 
aleop all this while, the subjects had no reason to begin a war, 
or quam-1 with the guvemmcnl in the house of Lancaster. The 
case standing thus, we may reasonably believe king Henrj' VI. 
might Ik* satisfied with this title, and not think himself under 
any obligation to resign to Uie houi^ of York : 1 say, it liver}' 
likely he might live witliout scruples about this matter, till 
Richard, duko of York, set forth his iKKligi-cc, and proved his 
descent from Lionel, duke of Clarence. To proceed : — 

King Henry wiw a great patron to the commonwealth of 
learning, as apjiears by his two noble foundations of Eton, and 
Kiag*8 collie in Cand>ridge ; his benefactions likewi.<sc to All 
Souls and Magdalen college, in Oxford, were Tcry considerabk;. 
But, notwitltstonding this encouragement, the university of 
Oxford was much lessened in the number of the students. The 
reascm uf this declension is supposed to Iiave proceeded from the 
withdrawing the usual salaries and exliibitiuns, and by overlook- 
ing the uiemhcrs of the university in the disposal of church pro- 
ferments. Further, this decay orieaming b partly resolved into 
Uic great number of impropriations to monasteries. Keligioiu 
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ECCLESIASTICAL UISTOUY [«««*» 
wn R- houses hail for some time made it their buaneaa to draw pariH 

I* If I PR 

Abf. (Vol. chial cares within their prD|)erty and patronage. Tbey wo« 
* ■* ' soiuetimes so fond nf this privilege as to settle an annnity or j 
|Art witli a niftDor to the laity for an impropriation. Tli 
found an advantage in converting the profiUi of livings to 
IM, useoftbecnnront ; for, Itv having the rovonueRthusaugnienlcd«!| 

tbc^' n-ere in a hotter condition to rapport emergent ex\ 
and parchase liberties and exemptions. Thus the abbey of St 
Kdmumbtliur)' in Suffolk, in(intfield''» tiiiie. prucunnla Hcii 
from the pope to chooeo their abbot witbuut consnlting the 
of Bome : and in consideration of this favour, tliey ob^ged 
themselves to pay a reni-cbaige of twenty pounds per annam 
to the {K)pc, and twenir m»^ a ^-ear into the exchequer (a, 
redeem their ahbey-landK from being seized into the kia^ 
hands upon evont* vacancy. To support this charge, 
procured two parishes to bo apprnpriated to their mi 
notwithstanding they were already posaeeaed of more 
throesooro ondcr the eaine circumstances. And of this 
tbero mi^t be aereral other instances given. 

.\nd tiius, by perverting the deaign of the endowment 
durdtes, and i\)bbin<:r the paroclual clergy of their pat 
relignm and learning Rtiffend veiy much : for the moi 
tMBig fivqueotJy nversolicitous for their interest, used to afford 
« rery deader eoasidaat.ion tn tt)a.<ie who supplied the cures ; 
and thus the pftrideB were put into the hanJd nf ignorant^ 
inenmboats. This nusfortune gave occasion to frequent 
laala and Texatioas siuts among the parishioners : whc 
Amnni}, wfaes tbe parish priests were meu of learuing 
(lHWMiM\ then 4iflimmcc9 were taken up, and decided hjf 
tlWM. Bat now aueh diaputes falling into the liands nf lawyera, 
liiMk, vlmi aot men of «oaaeienoe, make tr their bu«ne» to 
pa(|i)Bt «b4 pDhMg tbe nuitmrers}-, tbe country was more 
llttft ever <m UwhJ ; and bciqg in a great measure mthanBttid 
hiy him^mn, Un; «ct« liiwhUd for pIciasiiaaBaiid benabetiom 

\iWfti fWoialM, iIm «ttluhitioDa to the imivereitiea, as has 

n«r« in a gnat meaBure withdrawn. The reaaoo 
itu iMiiug of Una fund, wliieh was mostly furnieJied by 
MsKi<^ «•■ t^: iJbc | il nmi ia tlm reign, by s(»ending 
WMh ^ ihoir (iow at cowtv and naldi^ too great a figoi 
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there, disublefl themselvM from agisting men of leaminjj, and epu'ard 

neither gave thoi costoinary ontortainnienl to scholars in their > — .^ « 

houses, nor supplied them si the uQiveniities. 

And here Gascuigii, ahovc-mcntioned, dbaorves, ** that before 
thu rcjgn nf Hemy VI., the kings of England never detained 
any bishop at their courta* unless fora short timo ; neither had 
ther anv of that order for their confessors. And when the 
director of their conscience, who was generally a doctor in 
divinity, happened to be elected to any bishopric, he iiume- 
dtat4^ly [juitted his office, and went down to his see ; and while 
things were thus managed, doctors were men of great learning 
and eetecm, and had the precedency of archdeacons, deanSf 
and knights.'" Thus far this author. 

The avarice and extravagant partialities of the court of 
Rome, were another occasion of the declensions in the Church 
and universities. For if men brought money and strong re- 
commendations, that court frequently overlooked the consido- 
ralions of pruhitv and merit. 

The weii^ht of these pievancea put the university of OxfonI 
upon addrefssing t))e archbishop of Canterbury to step in to 
their ivlief, and jrive check to the exce*Nses of papal provisions. 
The archbishop undertook the business, and niade a synodical 
eon.«titution, that for the future no person should be admitted 
to huly orders without ft testimonial from the archdeacon of 
the place, or the cliancellor of the university, or liis deputy. 
This exfM'dient, though it gave some hopes of reformation at 
first, proved insignificant, hy the niercenarinefts of the bishop's 
officers, who seldom would wait for anv testimonials of this 
kind. 

Neither was tliis declenaon of learning particular to Eng- 
land ; for even in Italy itMilf there was a general complaint of 
this misfortune, which made pope Nicholas V. butld a noble 
library in the Vatican, and give unusual encouragement* to 
men of letters : but as for Oxford, the reputation of the stu- 
dents was MJ far sunk, tliat the university of f*aris broke off 
Iheir correspondence, as if they thought it a disjKirageraent to 
take notice of them any longer. Id. t,.j2i. 

In the beginning of November this year, the parliament met 
at Westminster, in which there was a long declaration set 
forth of tlie king's title to tlie orotvn : and licre the reign of 
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I h»«*Ae wtaelcs vcr knkpo in several particul 
■i niMj rpB eke flCDfe of which breach it 
^ !■« fii^ IV, wm 6^ diK^Bi^ged from the_ 
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gri«<ed tke defgy and religioi 
r <f BbfftMa. By virtue of 
tbt Junsdiction of the 
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m W 'i fill' fcr Mmy, apcw tmsom &^ the king's mii 

to IMS Aem into the bauds of tbdr 
diBMid : «hicfa ordinanes w< 
to tt% the OBto. «ilfc •! the inddtmU and 
I m^mJ ta a fiad KaJfiirr And in ewe i 
laaaii ^-. flkoiitd happen 
aoT penoa lo boly ordoTB, 
sfanM be by» to the ptoahr nf exntaununioation. 
ftHtho; Ih* Aagf m9 tmfvtmnd br iJiia rhartcr to lake 
WMd. tha^gh ef M» Ihaa tmtmtx reara' gn>«th. 

To «haeh «r bmt add, frun the leamod Jocdiii, that 
cktfy vtfv ftrtiSed wilfa an aethority under the broad seal] 
Mead iktit ^ai ii i^^u in cfril cimwii, and rcscoe tfaetr jui 
tioB Irani ihsee that Aoold break m opoo it : " this thcT weiw 
aathonanl to do both br p d ttin g the old laws in execution 
and br nakiqp aapplemental canons, if tbe^r thought |>ruper. 
And that they m^t go on in all causes witlun the verge of 
***' •«*Mia*ieal jurwdiciion, without diaturbgiDee, they were 
"»e«d from the penalties of the staltttes of Pronsors 
PnMniinirt* : and ' 
to 
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kJDgV judges sliould obstruct or diBcoumge nay archhiehop, 
biahof), arclidcacon, official, commissary, or any cccle»iasticai 
JDdgM whatflOCTcr, by awarding any writs, or directing any 
jwoaeoution against them ; that in Huch case, upon the com- 
plaint of the archbishop, bishop, or other ecclesiastical judge so 
hindered or discouraged, (which coniplntnt the king promised 
to receive and give credit to.) the toniporol judge wub obliged 
to make his ap|iearancc in Clioncery, at the day appointed by 
the complainant, under the penally of forfeiting two liundrcd 
poands ; where he wap likewise to answer his contempt to the 
king, and iu case he was found to encroach upon the sjtiritual 
jurisdiction, hia order or sentence was to bo set naidc, ami made 
void by the king's authority." 

The next year, bitting the jiarliament, a cnnvocatJon met at 
London, in which the clergy very willingly granted a tenth t*) 
the crown, in acknowledgment for the late favour of their 
charter. And here a complaint being mode of the violation of 
wuictuarieH, the utmont ceiiHures of the (church were decreed 
ngainst those who sliould drag any persons out of churches, or 
other privileged places, and carry tlieni to prison. There waa 
likewise a constitution passed for the regulation of the bnhit of 
the clei^*. 

The lato king Henry, being oaaioted by the Soots, and 
receiving a reinforcement from hia own jarty, marchefl into 
England, and was defeated at Hexluun by the marquetw of 
Montacute, brother to the earl of Wanvick. This unfortuiutc 
prince, eoon after the loss of the battle, retired into Lon- 
cashire, where he noH taken, brought to London, and imprisoned 
in the Tower. 

This year the art of printing was conveyed into England. 
Now this diacovery being so lieneBcial tn learning, and, indoe<l, 
such an immortolixing invention, it ought not to be overlooked 
in history. I shall therefore give a brief account how thiR 
seerct was thus early ini[>orted, and where first made use of 
for the public service. 

The archbishop of Canterbtiry being informed, that tJie 
inventor, Toesan, aiia* John Gutlienberg. had set up a proas at 
Haarlem, was extremely desirous to make the Englinh masters 
of tl)is mysteiy. To this purpose, about five yean since, he pre- 
vailed with king Henr}' VI. to despatch one Robert Tminmnr. 
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to AoHlBdHD;, then le LeTdea, 
«iKR after ^viog apent • gr«it 
dol of taaa aai «gon-. In ant to the kkg for & new a^iify: 
ipiiag lii]M;hM9K to wrfeESliBd, tfau be h^ abaoet confiMMl 
tkeeMcfffOML laAoit,W|iii—ilii1 Frederick CoredK, 
«r tW flaafMlai% toOHiyaff a aet oT letten, and 
witb him in the a^lu far l^awhin 

Upaa tbcir ann^ the ihMbhTmhi, tfcwtUng Oxford a buik 
fwmiiinl place far p t i a Ca ig than Loodoa, aent CotsdU don 
dither. And far fear he aiigbt dip araj before he had die- | 
eorcred the «faolc aeerel. ihey set a guacd upoo the prees. 
Aad thus the mpAerj of printing appeared ten years aoooer 
at this nanrefBttf, than at mar other place in Europe, Haarkm 
aad Menti exeefUffl Not kng after, thoe mre preaaea Mi j 
up at WeatoMMier, St. Albany Woreester, and other mooafi- ' 
terica of note. The fint books printed wen upon argumeola 
of dirinitr mod phjsic, it hctng prohibited to publish any btv 
books in this manner. ^^ 

The next year king Edward married the widow of Sir Jol^H 
Gray, and daughter to Biehard lord \\'oodriU<». The grea^^ 
earl af Warwick, who was sent ambassador to France, lo l«al 
a match wiUi the lady Bona, tbe duke of Saroy's enter, was 
vcrj- much db^frustod at the king's inooostaucy, and tho 
uhich vian put upoo his own negotiataon. This impolitic 
gave the king great trouble, and forced him at last to quit t 
kingdom for eomo time ; and had he not been relieved by 
marriage between hia sisttT and the duke of Burgundy, it 
probable he could ne^er have returued. Aud now his brother 
tbe duke of Clarence manning the oari of Warwick's dai 
was debauched by that maloontcnt, formed a strong 
and apiHiared in tho field against him. This misfortune 
followed with the revolt of tho marqnrss of MonUcutu. ., 
carried uflTsix thou«aiid men forbid brother AVar«ick, U»e ki 
thought It not advisable to hazanl a battle. And having no 
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prospect of a reinforcement, or uny upuiioii of Uie fidelity of KmvAKii 
his subjects^ he withdrew |>rivately, embarked at Lynn in . "' 
Norfolk, and landed in Holland. '''- 

tiut, as it hap{)encd, hia exile was of no long continuance ; a. n. 1470. 
for receiving some Bmall succours from the duke of Durgundy, ^"^l!^^^ 
h« landed at Kavenspur, and marched to York : where taking an 
oath not to disturb king Ilunr)*, and that ho pretended to no 
more than the duchy of York, he was suffered to enter the 
town. And now marching southward, and recovering the 
friendship of his brother the duke of Cbrence, be found hiutaelf 
strong enough io face tlie enemy. In sliort, a great battle was 
fought at Barnet near London, where tlieearl of Warwick and 
niarqueas of Mnntacute vtnTc slain, and their army totally 
defeated. a. o. )47I. 

Soon after this advantage, the king marched against the av"^ i^ 
late queen Margaret and her son, and gained a decisive victory 
at Tewkesbury. The late prince of Wales was taken afler the 681. 
battle, the king liaving promised in a proclamation, that no ^'*'' *' 
harm should be done to his person. However, by failing in 
the respects of behaviour, and giving t-he king a rugged answer, 
he wa.s fitnbbed in a heat by the duke-s of Clarence and Glou- 
cester, the marquoss of Dorset, and the lord Hastings. lUUnKton. 

Upon this success, the king countermarched to London Mky 31. 
with a body of thirty thousand men ; and the same night that 
he entered the city, the late king Henry ^vas murdered in the TStlait 
Tower ; but by whom the fact was done was not certainly .nw^^^dT 
known. After these commotions the state settled, and king '■'■f*''^* 
Edward passed the remainder of his reign without disturbance. 

I must DOW pass to the northern part of the island, where 
something remarkable relating to the Church will occur. 

James Kennedy, bishop of Dunkeld, and nephew to king KmMftty. 
James I. by his sister the countess of Angus, was, after \V'ard- Am3rJ^§, ' 
low's death elected bishop of St. Andrew's. Upon his trans- ^''*J^* 
I&tion to this see, he revived the ancient discipline, and effected rmntr. 
a great reformation in his diocese : for, by tlie regularity of his 
own example, and the strict observance of the canons, he imde 
the ecclesiastics a very unexceptionable body. His direction 
and conduct was likewise very ser\-iccaWe to the king and 
kingdom : for, when the iiiKurrection of the earls of Dougbs 
and Orawford pressed king James so hard, that he once 
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>pricR (tf Galloway, Ar^le, and the Islee, were 
;ans to the archbishopric of Glasgow. 

That which brought the pope to this new regulation, and 
prevailed with him to inako the Churcli of S<roUand independent, 
was a complaint prer<-Tred by bishop Gmhaiti, that the arch- 
bishop of York's beinp^ tnctropoUtan of Scotland was a great 
disservice to that Church : for when England and Scotland 
were upon terms of hoatihty, — which freqnentJy hap])eiied, — 
the Scot« had no opportunity of having recourse to their J^^*"^^'.'* 
metropolttan, and bringing appeals to him. oi. \u^ 

Some few ycai-s forward, this pope gave the Knglisli clergj- * u. i*7«. 
a fHoudly inutancc of his supremacy, and sent a bull to protect 
them from the encroachments of the laity. The particulars of 
this grievance will be best understood by translating part of 
the instrument, wbicli runs thus : — 

** Sixtufl, bishop, servant of the servants of Ood, &c. As we Ti* mpft 
are bound, by virtue of our pastoral office and by the authority Jj, ^^^^U* 
of the canons, not to sufier the clergy to invade the rights or^^^ 
encroach upon the courl£ of secular persons, bo, on the ot\\» fwrtutomi 
hand, we are equally obliged to prevent the privileges of the " *'' 

ecclesiastics from being disturbed, and to admonish the laity 
not to exceed the hmits of their jurimlictiun, and oppress the 
Lliurcb. Now, having, to our great grief, received a coniplaJut 
from the archbishops, bishnpp, abljots, priors, inferior prelates, 
and the whole clergj- of England and Wales, that the artifices 
of the grand enemy and fomentcr of discord have so far prevailed, 
that some wicked and ill-disposed i)en*on3 uiake it their btisineas ^Si. 
to indict and prosecute clerks and religious, and force them to 
appear Iwfore temporal judges upon frivolous pretences, and 
iaiac suggestions ; by which scandalous infonnat ions and prac- 
tices the clergy are fre<]ucntly iniprifwued, forced to |Hirt with 
the revenues of the Church, to compound for their liberty, to 
quit their benefices, tithes, issuce^ and pn>fits. or fann tlieni 
out upon arbitrary and unreasonable tenns ; being nut per- 
mitted the peaceable enjoyment of their revenues, houses, and 
cures, to the great pi-ejudiee and scandal of the Christian 
religion, the eternal ruin of such oppressors, and the no little 
contempt of the apostolic see. 

" We therefore, by the assistance of God. being desirous t4i 
put a slop to this iuinn<e of violence, especially iu a kin^ftloin 
which has formcrlv had (ho honour to cherish and protect 
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Doi'R religion, have^ at the instance and petition of the ardifaiahops, 
[fiSI'cwi. biaht^, &c., made this firm and irrevocable decree, that who- 
ever for the fnturc shall, out of disaf^tion, malice, enrv, ft^ud, 
or mercenary views, prosecute, indict, or cause to be ixupii- 
mned. any clerk or monk,— or, by fraud or terror, force them, 
to sell, let to farm, or resip;n. their pensions, tithes, freebokla, 
or any other part of their rerenuw, — that all such persons < 
diall be ifga/aeto excommunicated : from which censure theyj 
shall not be afaaolved, unless by t}ie \M\ye., or the bishop of tho 
diocese, excepting at the point of death, nor titen without 
nuking a proper satisfaction. This bull runs with a *'nool 
obstante'" to all precedent papal constitutions and 
whatsoerer, and bous date the fourteenth of May, 1476. 
This pope, at the instance of the university of Oxford, 
fvii-i^\m7f granted that leamod body a bull of privilege, dated the 
V^oSm. thirteenth of September, this xoat. The reason why the 
university solicited for this favour, was, because their former 
ex«nptions procured from tlie Bee of Rome were cither lost 
or revoked ; particularly tlie fHUious ^rant of pope Uoniface 
VIII. had been cancelled. This instrument of Sixtiia IV,1 
takes notice, that it n-as set forth in the bull of Boniface, thafc) 
several Idngs of England, of famous raemury, had granted tias-j 
privOege:, amongst others, to the university of Oxford, " Thst,[ 
for the greater convenience and ea^e of the students, their' 
chancellor, for the time being sliould have Uie cognizsnce and 
correction of all contracts, trespasses, and misilenieanour^, 
within the precincts of the university, where one of the partifv' 
was either a scholar, a servant to any of that body, or olbenrisc 
belonging to the jurisdiction of the clianocllor; and that no] 
person under the circumstances and distinctions al)Ove-aien" 
tioned should, by virtue of the king's n-ritis be forced to utakc 
their appearance or take their trial in any foreign court, unleas 
in prosecutions for murder, mayhem, or pleas coneeming free- 
hold ; and tlial the masters, doctors, and scholars, had peace- 
ably enjoye<l this royal privilege long beyond the memory of 
roan." 'flie bull of Boniface proceeds to recite, "That the 
university requested an extent of privilege witli respect to 
the Church, and tlunt their body might ha exempted from the 
jurisdiction of all archbiiihope, bishops, and other ordinariea 
whataoover ; and that the chancellor should l»e empowered to 
decide all emergent difTcrcncos, and push all treapassrs andj 
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erimes above- mentioned, with a liberty of exerciBing »I! manner 
of spiritual authoi'it)' upon the university members: and that 
all auspcnaions, exooniniunications, or interdicts^ denounced 
and published agunst the said chancellor, schulai's, &o., should 
be void and of none effect." Thin bull of lionifucc is revived 
by Sixtus IV'., and all the franchises granted by the kings of 
England confiniicd. 

This year, George Nc\')Ue, archbishop of York, departed 
this life. This prelate was son to Richard, carl of Salisbury. 
His brother, the great earl of Wanvick. got him preferred to 
the see of Kxeter before he was of age to be consecrated, as 
Itas been already observed. He wan made lord chancellor in 
the year 1460, being then, as Godwin reports, but five-and- 
twenty years old. When the earl of Warwick was suspected 
of a revolt to the late king Ilcnr}', king Edward to weaken 
that inalcontenfs interest, took the broad seal from his brother 
George ; but afterwards, when the late king Henry waa taken 
prisoner, and the earl uf Warwick was so politic as to conceal 
hia disaffection to the government, king Edward mado no 
oppo»tion to the bishop's promotion in the Church, but seemed 
contented with his being Inui^latefl from Exeter to York. Bnt 
about three years after, the earl of Warwick declaring openly 
for the restoration of Hcnr)% the archbishop of York deserted 
the crown, and went into his brother's interest ; and when king 
Edward was siu^rised in his camp at Wolney, and taken pri- 
soner, Uic earl of Wanvick put him into the handa of this 
archbisliop, who conveyed him to Middleham castle, in York- 
shire. It must be said, he treated the king honourably under 
this confinement, and gave him liberty to hunt in the park with 
a slender guard ; by which civilities, — if I may call them so, — 
he made his e8ca]>e, and recovered his kingdom. After the 
batUm of [Jamet and TewkoHbury, when the Lancastrian 
party v^'as wholly suppressed, archbishop Neville was com- 
mitted to prison; but Henry YI. being now dead, and the 
king delivered from the apprehension of a rival, he gave this 
prelate Ina liberty. 

About a year after, when titc king kept his court at Wind- 
sor, the archbbhup invitetl him to hunt at Moor Park, in 
Hertfordslurc. The king, perceiving he liad now an oppor- 
tunity of executing hia deaigti againnt Neville, accepted tlie 
invitation, and appointed the time. The archbishop, to make 
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the better ^vmfmmuam to luuuiu the kit^, ordcffcd ft p« 
quantitv of wroogibt flite vlnek lad been hid danm ^ 
wore t4i be broo^ io tht hnmw, banowed a great deal «f h» 
neighbours, and, in ^lort, was la evoy way fitted far a aai 
magnifioeot entevtuanMiL Tk dsjr before the Id^ a» to 
come, bo sent twe ^at/Amum Anm to Moor Pukt vitk a 
oommuNon to arrest dw archlnhap for high treaaoe: tie 
|Mii'ticulnrs of the cbei^ 'mn, that be held comafoaiatt 
with the oarl ofOxfaid, wbo had now furtititKl bijneeffatSt 
Mii'liaepH Mount, in CornwaO. Aod tiais the archbiahap^a nd 
fiiriiituiv, plate and raooegr, awe aD seiaed to the nlae ti 
twfiity thousand poonds. and binwelf imprisooed. Anooga 
kiH other effccU, he lost his mitre, whidi waa t^on m pieeei, 
niul Ihu jcwelft wet in the crown. The rvat of his tiWifWt' 
twtatv, and the revenues of his ardibUhnpric:, were ftevat 
•aindt After he had continned nnder confinoment in EngfapJ 
four years, he was sent prisoner to Calais, where he passed fcu 
time iu a vcnr' anfumished condition. At last the interest of 
hia friunds procured bim a discharge : but it waa thought, the 
uni>x[HH-tod hanlsliip be Itad nict with, occasioned his deaib, 
whioh luippcnod tlie Hauie year he waa enlai<ged. This ardh 
biflhiip hold a provincial s)'nod in the year H66, and pobliihcd 
sovoral cunfitituiinna for the regulation and defence of 
Churfh. lUit tJiese provisions being nioatly a repetition 
whlit haa been mentioned already, I sluil) {lass them over. 

The next ywt is remarkable for tlie rigorous proeecuU 
vt tJH* duk« of Clarence. He was attainted by act nf 
meni, fvir oudvavouring to bring an odium upon the govern- 
ment, itarticularly for reporting, tlut one Thomas Burdet, 
lately (Hnivt<'tr4l uf trea»inable wnrdn, was illc^^llv executed: 
tlio duku WTM liktnviHP cliargtsl in tlie bill, for spreading ^H 
ri'|>urt, tliat tlu* kiiij; took the liberty of necromantic practise^^ 
and nuido no Acrupic to poison his subjects. U was further 
objected that to diuble the king and his posterity to enj^H 
the oniwn, ho luid published a horrid slander against his o«nP^ 
fitmilr, aii|H«rMxl \m nwthcr's honour, declared the king n bas- 
tard, and by oon«et|uiiicc unqualified to rtign. And though 
thb mt articles and that of necromancy and poisoning, are 
Mip|m«C4l to Ui feigiMxl sHggeetions ; yet by the artiBoes of the 
duke %<•( iih»wv*lvt, and the importunity i>f the ipieen* 
ti«HUk ihv king waa m\ Gw urepoesei^'d againi>t hia b 
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Clarence, as to pass the bill : and tho duke, now prisoner in 
the Tower, was soon aft<?r stifled in a butt of uialuiesey. The 

[severity of these proceedings was generally condemned, and 
niay be justly reckoned a» a blemish upon this rei^ : and 
therefore, to say the king was forced upon this rigour by the 
soUcitattons of his court, and afterwards sorry for what was 
done, is short of a full \')ndication. It was thought the kiug 
bad not outgrown tlic impressions of an old disgust : and that 
the duke's engaging witli tlie earl of Warwick, and getting an 

rentail uf the crown upon himself, in case king Henry *s issue 

l&iled, was not altogether forgotten. 

The next year affords little in the Church, excepting the 
death of William Gray, bishop of Ely : this prelate was nobly 
descended, liLs family being barons of Codnor. He was bred 
first in Baliol college, in Oxford, and aftcrwanls travelled to 
Ferrara, in Italy : and hanng a strong genius for study, he 
made a great proficiency in the languages, and other parts of 
leamiDg. He was a person of a general knowledge and capa- 
city ; and understood men and business no less than books. 
These qualihcations, together witli the advantage of his birth, 
)mmendod lilm to the esteem of king Henrj' VI., who 
le liim his resident at Rome. And here, pope Nicholas V. 
admiring htm for his learning, preferred bun to the see of Ely; 
and at his return into England, he was made lord cltancellor. 
He was a conHiderable 1>enefactor to his cathedral, both in 
building and church Ainiiturc. He died at his manor of 
Pownham, after having sat four-nnd- twenty yeai^. 

1 must now entertain the reader with a brief account of the 
close of this reign. The king, notwithstanding tho iudisturb- 
ance he enjoyed at home, was by no means Mitisttcd with the 
coarse of his ofiUirit abroad: fur Lewis XI. uf France, who 
had agreed to a marriage between the dauphin and the lady 
Ijlizabetli, king Edward s daughter, and t»<ik an oath to per- 
fonn the treaty ; this prince, I say, notwithstanding the solem- 
nity of the engagement, broke his faith, and married his son to 
Margaret, daughter to Maximilian, duke of Austria. Besides 
this injustice, he denied the payment of the annual tribute of 
fifty thousand crowns. 

King Edward thus doubly aflVvnted, resolved on a revenge, 
and prepared for an expedition into France. But this enter- 
prise proved abortive by tJio kings death; who fell sick at 
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Westminster, and died, as it is thonght, by the use of too 
plentiful a diet. The oxooutors of his last will and testament 
were, Thomaa, arclihishop of York; John, bt»bnp of IJncolo; 
Edward, bishop of Cliichester; John, bishop of Ely ; William, 
lord Hastings ; Thonias, lord Stanley ; and Sir Thomas Mont- 
gonierj-, knight- Those cxeciitora exhibited the will to the 
archbishop of Canterbury, and desired some time to deliberate 
whether they should act, or decline tlie trust. The archbishop 
complied with their request, and in tlie interim ptit the king^a 
goods and clmttela into the hands of William Daubeoey, 
Biohard Lawrence, and Robert Forster, by way of seqaeatm- 
tion, taking the broad seal, privy seal and signet, into bis oirn 
custody. 

As for king Edn-ard, he was deeply sensible of the libertiei 
and auacarnagea of hia life, died very penitently, and made the 
moat of Uwl «bort opportunity. 

To waj aonwUung of him by way of description. This prince 
IimI (iJKoc a^tof rvpavvlBoc, and aeomed to be mode for empire. 
Oanunc-is who saw him, when chajsed out of his Idogdom by the 
•tri of Warwick, reports him the finest person ho ever bebdtl. 
Umb vonoMuditaoa (bes not look orerstnuned : for he had 
atatam ind atrcogth of Umfas, cleaanefis of afaape and com- 
plwinn. ngnlMity of fbatareB, together with a lively air of A 
ffiMMMM and Mijerty. < 

Nailher «cn the qualities of his mind at alt vulgar, but 
ammttmA ia his outside in many respects. He bad a 
waHial vlocalmk wluek saiied kus getuus, and prepared him 
l« Wkk» hi» *«nr to the throne. He was fumisbGd with 
l*«f«r md ftmth of ifciaahi, for a general : and for the exe- 
Mkimg pMrt, a* «Mi eeaU ckMigo tlw oneny with more fira« 
or (IwitaiEMii hanadf vidi gnaicr ■J HuHa ge. His heart 
«M hi^ Mai hb haad caoL whicfc an the tnie qnalificatiaaa 
iMr tl» MaMnai af a« »■?- His good aad had Ibrtona was 
sMMawaaa xvn* MniaM iMd anpnaoig t howcitcp, bo managed 
j m ^ril t ' ' " i ^fc - Hp* ^ <M* thaagh Ifaa gnWDd ma 

Ht^ (lAV « afSMilaMs msmmBt of his lagai d to ntigicm at 
^ UHlfkt vf Tliwihintwji ; fcryM^maaa chincli vith hia 
twvai^«*fi a t****** asM ham la the dasr ««h the eoaaecrat«d 

hi»|ttrdon 
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to aevenii who had taken sanctuary. The king, notwtthHtand- EDWARD 

ing he met with this check from a naked subject, received it , [^_ ^ 

when the fight was scarcely orer, when his blood was in a 
ferment, wlicn resentment is supposed to bo most unmanage- 
able ; notwitlistanding this disadvantage, instead of ofiuring 
iho priest violence, he granted his request. Which command 
of temper was the more commendable, considet-ing one of this 
character had lately been very dis-serviceable to his affairs. 
For about half a year before, when the tide began to turn, and 
the rebellion gained ground, one Dr. Groddard preached up king 
Henry's title, at St. Paul's Gross, misled the consciences of the 
audience, and disposed lliein to a revolt. In short, this prince, 
by the ad\'antages of natural parts, courage, and early ex- 
perience, appears to have been very well furnished for the func- 
tions of government and war. 

But after all, his good qualities were not without an alloy. 
His revenge, and an over regard for his own greatness, carried 
him sometimes too far. and made him bi*eak his word in a very 
deplorable maimer. Witness liis beheading the duke of Somer- 
eet, and several others, after he liad promised them pardon to 
the priest above-mentioned. He was likewise unhappily over- 
ruled by his pleasures, kept Shore's wife, and took other un- 
warrantable liberties. 

Ilis government, after the disturbances of the civil war, was 
smooth and agreeable. Bei^ido«i, his condoscensivencss recom- 
mended hira strongly to the affections of the subject. He had 
nothing of the distance and reserve of majesty : he loved to 
keep his crown out of sight, to stoop his grandeur, and lie 
open to freedom and access. This quality, in conjunction with ^{^ 
the rest, made the latter part of his roign very popular, and ^./j,'^ 
his death extremely regretted. Ho livc<I ono-and-forty years, p 3i. 
and reigned two-aiid- twenty. He lefl issue, by Elizabeth his 
queen, two sons : Edward, prince of Wales, and Richard, duke 
of York ; and seven dnughteni, of which Elizabeth, the eldest, 
W.1S afterwards married to king Henr^' VII. 

His queen, Elizabeth, who survived him, finished the foun- ^Mtw] 
dation of Queens^ college, in Cambridge. This house was first /;,,J^| 



Sir 



begun by Margaret, queen to king Hcnr}- V].: but the mis- 'J^j 
fortunes of the bouse of Lancaster prevented her fnun going m-j kIu* 
the length of the design. When Fuller wrote, the revenues 
were Irapmved to « ninintonanon for a master, nineletm fellows, 
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three lectiirerH of Hebrew, arithmetic, and geometry. ooJ 
eight Biblc-clcrkA, besides college-servants. To proceed : 

The prince of VValea succeeded his father, by the name of 
Edward V. This prince, who was about thirteca yeora of 
age, kept his court at Ludlow at his father's death. Upon his 
accession to the crown, he set forward to Loudon, in order to 
his coronation. Dut his reign proving very short and 
cal, that Bolemiiity was never performed : for Bichard, dnk< 
Gloucester, had already formed a design to usurp the govt 
ment. This project being pushed with great vigour and 
barity, was compassed in a little time. Ub firat at^ mig,i 
cut off tlic queeu^K nrlations, and poaaeas himself of the kit 
person. To make tliis jmrt of the scheme pi-acticablo, lus 
%'atl8 with the queen to persuade her brother the lord Itivi 
the marquess of Dorset, and the lord Q ray, her sons by 
first husband, not to bring up tlic king with the guard uf 
Army : that such a formidable appearance migjjt alarm the 
country, ami create a jealousy of mal-administratiun ; that it 
would be iiiteqireted as if the Ionia about the king designed 
to ingroHs the government. These suggestions being counte- 
nanced by the queen, passed more unsuspected upon her 
tions. In short, the bait was awalluwedi and the court moi 
on slenderly attended. 

The duke of Gloucester, and Stafford, duke of BucUiugbi 
setting forwards to moot the king, seize the loi-d Rivera and 
the lord Richard Gray, at Nortliampton, and impristtned them 
in Pontcfi-act castle. And thus, Imving gutlcn the king into 
their custody, Lhcy bring him to London. 

The queen hearing of tht'sr violent motions, that her brother 
and her son svcre surprised in their inn, and put under an amst, 
takes the alarm, and retires with her younger son, the duke of 
York, to sanctuary, at Westminster. And Rotheram, arch- 
bishop of York, then lord chancellor, being apprehuuaive of j 
storm upon the govermuent, delivers her the great seal 
Uie king'w u«e : but aftenvards, concluding be might be quc^ 
tioned fur what ho had done, he took it again. 

At the king^s coming to LoDdon, the duke of Gloaccater was 
ohospii protector by the comicti : and the broad seal was taken 
from the archbishop of York, and given to HusMiU, bialiop 
Lincoln, 

The protector thus far adMincod, endeavoured t*> get 




duke of York nithiii his power ; for unless both the brothers i:dwaru 
were secured, he knew tits project would miscarry. To gain 



this [K>iiit, he makes a speeeli at the board, cliarj^es the queen „ IJj!^, 
with inalice, and sinister designs, in running off with her son '^ '■"^^^i 
iDto sanctuary. That this pretended fear was a deep rcflec- hii^.j tkr 
tion upon the lords of the council ; as if those, who were j^^*^, ^ 
appointed by the nobility to take care of the king, were not -""rfwiry 
fit to be trusted with his brother; and that it would be a 
^reat disliouour to tlie kingdom, to give occasion to beheve 
the king^s brother should stand in need of the protection of a 
sanctuary. Ho pretended further, that the age of these two 
princes beinp; near the same, there was no person so proper to 
divert the king, and keep him company, as lus own bi'othcr. 
From hence he proceeded to move, that some pcrwn of honour 
and interest with the queen, might be sent to per»ua<le her to 
put the duke of ^'ork into their hamU : and here he pitched 
upon the cardinal archbishop of Canterbury, to undertake the 
matter. 

The council approved both the motion and the man : and the 
archbishop of York Hkewi^ promised to solicit the queen, and 
dn his utmost in that affiiir. However, he declared strongly 
against applying to force* and violating the privileges of sanc- 
tuary. He mentioned this, because the duke of (tloucester 
had given hisopinion for a rougher expedient, provided entreaty 
and argument could not prevail. The duke of Buckingham, who /A-u-^ 
was gained by the protector, seconded his motion, and went the X 4^^ 
whole length of his sentiment. And to give the better colour f^^ 
to their proceedings, he enlarged upon the abuse of sanctu- 
aries : he alleged, " these places were frequently made a 
shelter for thieves, murderers, and traitors : he grante<]. that 
when men are imdone by misfortunca at sea, or other unfore- 
seen accidents, it is rcasonahle they should have some place of 
Tctreat, to screen them from the cruelty of their creditors. 
He was likewise of opinion, that when there were competitors 
for the crown, and the title was questionable, then; should bi^ 
some place of retreat for the unfortunate of either side : but 
ttut tiicre was no reason this privilege should be stretched to 
the eouotenanco of fraud aud injustice ; or, indeed, to give a 
needless security to thoEic who are already under the protec- 
tion of tlie law : fur wlint occasion can tlutt uuiii luive for a l<i 
."tanctiiarv. who has the constitution for hi« defence, and stands 
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d wA the privilege for htni, 
HMt BT eoDBent, vtiuld be 
I desire CO know,'^ says the 
^■ecai, ' «fcfdMr the ncari^ does om extend to id; goods m 
vd w ^ posoB ! Mj lord canfinftl, joa koow it docs : and 
iraAodf caaao ^adk as aene ay bofie, can jou ininf^ne 
knc Mr n^ *^ canr off nj dfld ! I mj my child : 
beades IIm UiHgiiig to bk on cdier ftccotmta, b my wwxl, 
the leaned ia the Ivr nlbnn me: for, taaee do tenure bv 
kniglrte' serriee is dfirmird to hinif tbebw nukes Im uiother 
hk gBAi^BL N'ffv, m> mui, I am aMaiiiil, can force my ward 
from me, out of laBCtnaiy, witliout inv^oD npon rdigioa. 
And A e ref ortt , if tibe nataoal privilege of a mother should fiUl^ 
short ; if the child fifaonld not demand this security in his oii 
right ; yet, nnce the constitution puts him into my hands* 
b within my liberty to require it for him : milcss you can sup^ 
|K>be the law should secure a child's intereflt by assigning him 
n gtiardian for goods and lands, and at llie same time make no 
pnivision to guard his jKrtion. And if prece<lents Rignify any 
tliinj^, I will give yuu a late one in myself. When the kini 
my husband, was chased out of his dominions by the rcbeUiui 
I n-tired to this place for protection : here the king, my soj 
was bom, and both of us preserved tit) the government reco- 
H. vcred. 

*' Since, therefore, tlio constitution gives the guardian tl 
custody of UiL- infant ; since the law uf nature allows 
mother so great an interest in her children ; since rdigion^ 
raakuK the sanctuar)- impregnable, and my son is posaeesed of 
this privilege, 1 can by no means part with the securit/i 
Audt to deftl cleariy, 1 have not courage enough to put him 11 
Uw prateetorV haiiida, iriio te already possessed of his brother : 
687. And whoi if bodi the children should miscarry, might probably 
kw bijr okim toUieaowur 

tfciiif^^i l Tbtt tiftrdinal iwrceiving the qneen distrust the protectr 
f"*""^- C<^M( «a«m m diaeoane, and disoovsr an aversion fur con 
t^jujH" 1' ^ ** " ^ wwlwd oot to Aaw cot the dispate, but put the poii 
^mC* «|mh a «^w1 imv. He loM her« ^ that if she pleased to li 
SCi^ tV - ^-^ W wtb. mink hinmX and the other lurUs, he woi 
*^2Zw* > ^*^ '"^ *^ ^ ^ aaenity: but if eJie was 

»fc«>ii> ««>**^ I* tlk* canbBcy, ^ voaU Omm forbear soli- 
oMtfi and «M«*cim Wr ligli iiPaaymore tnmble." Adding 
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withal, "that he thouj^ht the queen had a inean opinion of the EPWAKU 

honesty or uudei-staudiiig of hiiiistlf uuJ tlic rest of tlie coiin- . . 

eil ; and that her suapieion amounted to a charge of treachen-, 
or want of common sense." 

This freedom of expostulation in the cardinal was a sign of 
his believing too fast, and that he was perfectly overreached 
by the prott-ctor. 

The qu(«ii, seeing the canlinal disconcerted, and ready to 
take hi.s leave, finding herself surprised, and that the conveying 
her son to any other place was altogether impractirable, con- 
cluded it more adviuablc to comply thiiii suhiniL to force ; for 
by the voluntary' delivering of tlie young duke, and committing 
him to their truRt, she thought the honour and inclination uf 
the lords would be faster engaged for his preservation. w. 

And now both the princes being in the protector's custody, 
he removed them from llie btsliop of London'u palace to the 
Tower, that place being pretended the most convenient for 
keeping their court. 

This great point being gained by the protector. ))o opens 
the extent of his project to the duke of liuekingharo. and 
engages him by large promises. (Jatcfthy and llatclifT were 
likewise two active instruments in the protector's Junto. 

Now the tinm for the coronation drawing near, the cardinal 
of ranterburx*, the archbishop of ^'ork, the lonl rliancellor, 
the bishop of Kly, the lord Stanley, tlie lord chamberlain 
Hastings, &c^ met iii council in the Tower, to adjust and 
furnish out the crremony. While these lords were thus em- 
ployed, and uiiapprehonsivo of any revolution, the other parly 
met by thenwelveff, and eoneerled uieasnrps to mako tho pro- 
tector king. The lord Hastings Iwing lookeil on a.«* an oliata- TifUt 
cle to the enterprise, was first to be taken nut of the way. ^''"f 
For though this nobleman was a declarwl enemy to the queen's awii^rB," 
relations, yet it was generally )>clicved he was not to be cor- wiiAa^Mi^ 
rupted in liis loyalty to the king. The protector therefore, !hI?*' *" 
sur|>rising him id the Tower, beheaded him immediately witli- 
out trial, and about two hours after put out a proclamation to 
justify tlio singulitrity of llie execution ; pretending the dan- 
ger of the case, and the interest of the public^ as an oxctjse for 
omitting the forms of bw. 

The same day the lord Hastings suffered at London, the 
lord Rivers, Riclutnl lord Uny, and .Sir Thomas Vaughan, 
vol.. III. E e 
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were beheaded at Pomfret in the same arbttnirT and tlle^ 
iituutter. 

The way being thus smoothed to the usurpution, the |»rt>- 
toctor prevailed with Sir Kdniund Shaw, mayor of London, 
to innlte the city. And tiiat tho aatutttance of the pulpit 
might not be wanting. Dr. Sliaw, the mayor^A brother, and odl* 
I*enkcr, prnvincJal of tlie Augustine Friars, were pitched on 
to put a vaniish upon the project, and dispose the peoj>le to 
uwn Eichard for their sovereign. To this purpose they wcfe 
to allege illegitimacy against Edward IV. and hia iasun. The 
pretL'nded blemiRh of the late IdiigV birth was to be briefly 
touched; but Uie bastanly of his children pressed home, aud a 
ouutraL-l with the lady Elizabeth Lucy insisted on : though thia 
lady, wlieii examined U{)ou oath, denied any cng^euient of 
tbiu kind, and chose rather to aufler iu her reputAtion, than 
attoei ft faWliood. 

Dr. Shaw, Uriiig preiiwtructcd in the matter of his scnnon, 
Ci.uue8 up at St. Paul's Gron, taking thrae nords for his te\t: 
" Spuria vitulamtua non agent radices altas;" i. e. " bastanl 
iiKp« akttU never take deep root.'' From these words, he took 
oooMiMi to ttunty " that the keeping the engagements of matri- 
moay wm eooynooly rewarded in the ii^uc, and entailed a 
hhiim upon ivmole generations : but that titoae children 
wUek iiKi!« brought into the world by the libertinism of tlwir 
y tw i ln , wwv often unhappy. And though adulteries might 
btf ViiiK««M for aome time, and inheritances cast upoa tho6Q 
vWl hid BO c^hft ; yet Providence olwa)^ orders the matter 
HK M to fwraot the perpetuity of the injustice. And thua 
IW Ittte p«M«nty are reskired to the interest of their ancestnn. 
A«4 httmig |tf<md Uu» poiat from wvend instances in the Old 
1>N4MMal» mmI otbir histonm, he b^an to enlarge upoa the 
vMUMMMdatM of Raekard, Isle duke of York, called him the 
pvolMorV ^lkr» aad put Ihe andienoB in mind, thai the 
w a w a waa wtailHl apoB Um and his iasiie by act of par- 
tiaweMi. KvoM kaoM W took tbo Kbsrty to decUre, (lie 
pn>Wt^'' wa» tW oaljr r%fat keir to Richard, duke of 
\ vii (Kai kii^ E4aai< Ws^ eootracted to the bdy Elisa- 
hl0k UiM\t(, hW uarTtafia «ilh the q«e«a me by no nieaas 
la«^U, ami by c^) «n^ aw«wi s his cfaihinM ««fO aO iUegilK 
IMM^ HwiOc^ IbMO WH* rtwag |iiwaaniliiiiM to Ike duad- 
\mlm^ 9t Mag t:^taw4^ birth : Ibr tkne. wka were beat 
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acquainted with the secret management of affnira In the lato kdwaito 

duke's family, never look kiug Edwaiil or the duke of Clarence . , 

for his children. And indeed, king l'3dward had neither the ^^^■ 
good qnahties nor resemblaiire of RiehanI, dtike of York : but 
the loni protector, this noble prince, this great example of 
worth and bravery, is the exact picture of the duke his father : 
his features and air,-hiH temper and his i>er!k>n, hia out and Mr 
inside, are perfectly the same : tlua is his father's own counte- 
nance, a demonstrative likeness, and a hvcly copy of tliat noble 
original.^ 

Now it was preconcerted, that when this remarkable part of 
tlie harangue was pronounced, tlie protector should have come 
in. And thus, by striking the critical minute, they hoped the 
people might ha^-e been prevailed mth to cIow! with the flatter}', 
and cry out " King Hichard ! " But, as it happened, the train took 
fire too soon, and before the protector appeared, the remark- 
able |>asaage was over. And when the dcjctor endeavoured to 
retrieve the opitortunitVi by repeating the words, the audience 
were amazed at his confidt*nce, and made no return. The 
doctor being thus disapiK)inted, and almost hissed home, kept /frJ^«9 
altogether out of sight-, and died soon after with the shame (^ff^^Ci^ 
the prevarication. The miscarriage of hia sermon refreshed '*'J^ 
the guilt of the undertaking. Ho began now to consider, that 
the drawing a blemish upon a prince's bn*th, defeating his title 
by calumny, and poisoning the people hy false reports in so 
weighty a matter, must needs be a flaming wickedness. The 
consciousness of so black an undertaking proved too strong for 
him upon reflection. And thus the uneasiness of his mind 
preyed upon his conatitution, threw him mto a mortal dis- 
temper, and, in a little time, made him, as it were, his own 
executioner. As for ftiar Penker, if he had dipped so deep in 
the conspiracy as Dr. Shaw, (which some question,) lib eon- 
science was too much hanlonod to affect his health. H. 

To pnrceed : the duke of Huckiiighaiu, with several lords and 
gentlemen in the protector's interest, went to Guildhall, to 
dispose the city for their purpose. And here, thednko, making nT^j^^ 
a speech, set forth the misgoremmcnt of the late reign, aggra- ;^*'^^*,^ 
rating the miscarriagea, and mtsreporting matter of tv^t, a/ OmU>aay. 
Amongst other things, he offered to prove the nullity of the 
late king''s marriage with the lady Gray, made their issue 
illegitimate, and pretended tlie crown belonged to the protector 
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by berediUry right. At tbe cod of his B(teecfat be expected 
the compuy should have shouted *' King Richard ! ** the maynr 
having pronuaed to prepare a party for that purpoite ; but, it 
seem^ the duke^s modon iras so lisnly and mirprising, that 
none of them had the assurance t(t approve his lent^hs. And 
being bafBcd once or twice, and received with silence, when the 
qaestjon was put fur having Kichard for ihcir king, at tasl the 
mayor and tbe duke, by making some of the mob, and prein- 
stnicting their eervants, gained a shout for king Richard. 

The next day, the mayor, the aldermen, and the chief ot 
the common council, waited on tlio prutoctor in their fomiali 
tiea, aud addressed him to accept the govenuncut. Now to 
carry on the farre the better, he seemed startled at the pro- 
posal, prclejided a great affection to his bn>ther*s cliildren, and 
det-linwl the offer. But when they replied, they were resolve 
never to be governed by king Ednard's issue, and iltat in 
he refused tbe crown, they must think further, aud set it upoi 
some other head : since Uie matter was premised thus liome, 1 
told tliem, he would Ratisfy their request, and force hia incU 
nations to undertake the goremment. Tbe usurpation th 
begun, it was tliought lit to give it the advantatre of a speedjr 
coronation: and therefore, a]>out three davK after, tbe solem- 
nity was performed with the same preparations which we 
provided for king Edward V. 

Aud as one Hickedneas commonly makes way for aootherj 
the protector's next step was, the despatching his two royal 
nephews. The prirate manner of murderini^ these two princ 
Arevi a question upon the fact ; which made the im[Hisiurcs i 
the next reign pass more unsuspected, and appear with a bctt 
grace. 

Richard, now settled in the throne, began to oreriook thi 
duke of Buckingham, who brought him thither. This duk 
being disappointed in what he had been promised, and deni 
the earldom of Hereford, resolves on a project for a revolution 
And having Morton, bishop of Ely, bis j)nsoner in Breckiioc 
castle, he opened his design to this ])relate, and consulted hi 
in the scheme for carrying it on. After some debate^ it w 
agreed to offer the government to tlie earl of Richmond, 
being the next heir of the line of I^ncaster. However, tlia 
the proi>osal was to be made with this condition, that tlic earl 
should engage to marry the lady Eliubetli, eldest daughter t 
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kiiig Edwanl IV. That by this marriage, there would be an RICHARD 

end put to the disputes between the houses of York tmd Lon- > ,J . 

caster, and the nation no more liable to the disturbances of 
competitions, and civil wurs. 

The duke and bii«hop having settled the main nmttcr, em- 
ployed Rcinold Ilray, a clergyman, to break the design to the 
countesH of Richmond. This lady closing with the propo«al, 
engaged tlie queen-mother, by promising her son sliould marry 
the bdy Elizabeth. Things being thus far concerted, Urawick, liuliinlMd. 
the queen- mother's confessor, was despatched into Bretagne to 
the carl of Richmond. 'ITie earl, well pleased with the intel- 689. 
ligence, prc|>arcd for tlie execution of the enterprise. 

King Richard in the menu time, though apprehensive a plot 
was carrjing on, was at a Ii>sft how to trace it : however, he 
fancied the duko of Buckingham might probably be at the 
head of some such matter by way of rerengo. To sound him 
therefore, he sent him an iinntation to court. The dnkc ex- 
cusing himself upon the score of ill health, increased the king*s 
susfiicion : upon which he sent him a |>crcmptory order to 
attend him immediately. The duke, now in no condition tu 
diflsemble any longer, returned a flat denial. And being sen- riifimi* 
«hle such a refusal would be interprete<l a de6anre, ho imme- ^JJIJ!^'^ 
diately prepared for his defence, raised an anny of his depen- "' 
dents and tenants in Wales, and tnarched through Dcnn 
Forest, with a design to have passed the Severn at Wlouccft- 
ter. Had this point been gained, which he had no rt>asoa ia 
despair of, Courtney, bishop of Exeter, and bis brother Sir 
Edward, had joined him with a great force; which, with the 
uustance concerted in other places h-vl in all Hkplihood put 
an end to king Richard's reign : but all these meaHur»« were 
broken, and the strenglli of the preparation disappointed by an 
accident. For it happening to rain hard for ton days together, 
the Severn swelled, and overflowed the country to llinl degrot-, 
that the [tassiitg the river was impracticable. And now the 
duke's forces liaving time to reflect, and being ill-paid and 
furnished, re|>ented their eog^^eraent, and left him to shift 
for himself. In nhort, he wa» forced to abscond at one liania- 
ter's, a 6cr\-ant of hin, who, for a thousand pounds in the 
proclamation, betrayoil him to the BheriflTof Shropshire. Bt-ing 
thus Heixed, he was brought to king Richunl to Salisbury, 
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hoKc lAv k kd cHfcaei dtt a o n tf iia cy, he was behc 

IW Ai^pi Ai* tirHn. Ui^Riafaaid was at leisure 
■taiie tar^m tmAer mtahBthmeut. For this purpose, 

to WealMaMter, in Janaar}* foUawinjr;' 

OBoa, ft Ul «aa presented to the king 

t atiiM, the lorda Hptritual, the lords 

TIm ba art fcrth ita being *' for- 

MH^ Aaaa wf bf wa; of petiboa, and addressed in the name 

«r Ab ihw «rtalaft to tfae driu oT Gfeneoster. But because 

hAb* Ike Mi tine iilalw, vor tbe penoos preeeoting the 

f^ititm m tbdr ohmb, were tben aaaembled in parliament ; 

to ptt S Lt ^akigmtim and ninfptiwi. they desin^l it migfat 

be stRagtbened «ilb tbe fcfBB of law, pMs the royal 

aad bsve Uk foil authority of an act of parliament." 

Thai we aee the bnabKn of this biU was to put 
TsraiA upoB Riehartf's title, and procure faim the public 
^profafltaoo. Ntfwfay the eoo^teuon, and extraordinary pas- 
mgiB m tkm hutmnent, H is eun- to perceive it was drawTi 
fa^ the fraction of the eonrt : for having made a violent satire.- 
upon the administrataon under Idng Edward, it is alleged in 
the bin, " that the ptetendt-d matria^, as it ts called, between 
Idog Edward «od Elizabeth Gray. v,as made with great prc-_ 
sumption, without the consent of the lorda, and hmught aboi 
by the nitchcraft of the said Elizabeth ; her mother Jaquetf 
duchen of Bedford, assisting her in tliat black ile^i^. That the 
said pretended marriAge was made io a private chamber, witb^| 
out publication of banns, contrary lo the laws of Ood's Church.^' 
It was likewise urged in the bill, that before tliis pretended 
marriage, king Edward stood pre-contracted aud troth-plighl 
CMiM'* ^ ""*^ dame Eleanor Butler, daughter to the carl of Shrewfri' 
aMLp!7o!t ^"0= from whence the bill inferred king Edward's iaaue illc- 
•I MBr. gitimate, and incapable to inherit.'' 

It was likewise Bct forth, " that in the seventeenth year of 
king Edward IV., George, duke of CTarence, brother to the 
Maid king Edward, htls attainted of high treason : by reason 
of which attaiiidir, all the issue of tlio said Geoi^ stAnd 
barn'<l uf all right and clAiiu they might otherwise have hod 
to the enmn of England." The next inference is, "that hy.. 
i-waaon of tlieHc defecU atid inten-uptions in the royal line,] 
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Rtclmrtl, duke of Gloucester, waa the next heir: and then, RirttARD 

after Boine flourish upon the birth, merit, and capacity of this « .J. 

prince, he is declared undoubted king of the realm of England, 
and his son Edward, hcir-apfiarent to the crown." 

After the passing of thia bill, there was another act made 
for the attainting the ear) uf Richmond, and acvcml other 
lords and gt-ntlenien who had retired into Bretagne upon the 
miscarriage of tlie late enterprise. 

And now to caress the people, and recommend his govern- 
ment, king Kit'liard signed a bill to disable the crown from 
leTving money under the name of a benevolence. 

But notwitliBtanding the compliance of this parliament, he 
was far from being thoroughly seltknl. The eircumst-ances of 
the late plot sat liard upon his spirits. He was now perfectly 
convinced of the [voject of uniting the two houses: that this 
was to be brought about by the marriage of the earl of Rich- 
mond vfith the lady Elizabeth : that this aliianco would trans- 
fer the right of the houec of York upon his competitor. To 
baffle tilts scheme, ho prevailed with the quecu-mothcr to quit 
the protection of sanctuary, and put her daughteiH into his 
hand. And while he was busy in couat«rminiug the eari of 
Richmond, his (jueen Ann, daughter to the great earl of War- 690. 
wick, hApi>ened to die : and it was strongly sus|iect4iil this lady 
had no fair passage out of the world. 

King Richard, thus disengaged, endeavours to strengthen 
hii* title by iuccst, and rvsolves upon a match with the princess i(„|i,^,^ 
Elizabeth, his niece. Sw*. 

.\nd to Icavo no expedient untried, be despatches his am- 
bassador Hutton into Bretagne to solicit that duke to deliver 
up the earl of Richmond. And here, by the strength of 
bribe)-)' ho brought the chief minister to his bent. As for 
the duke, he waa easily govorne<l, and not capable of busi- 
D08S. But notwithstanding the bocresy of this promise, 
Morton, bishop of Ely, then in Flundc-re, got intelligence of a. u. HU 
what passed ; and sent Ursnirk to the earl of Richmond to 
inform him of the danger, with advice to withdraw into Prance. 
The carl liaving received a safe-conduct from Charles VIII., 
retired into his dominioua, opened his ontcrprise, and met with 
a friendly reception. 

King Richard, on the othor side, being apprehensive the 
design wont on, that the party was stnmg, tliougfa it waa 
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een( is Ub das^B^ and s psfcct 
MMt e&tKu hMMK MB nmnB^ 
baptida tea fhrnrnMs sad fofafer 
bdiBfiour, To give faim Us Ak. it dooB noi aeem fto hare 
beia always Hnge lender wUeli poabed Un i^mo eruekj, 
hit m isMlitlili dave ot Mjlwiilj aad enfiire. The fwc- 
dooNMocjr of hk aiobitaoo had aknoat worn ovfc the natorvl 
■ipnaiiuM ci jiw t i ce and kimiaiuty. He was eo afasohitefy 
ffanrasd bj thb pMskn, that he nerer boggled at any ssn- 
guinaf^ expcduint wluch made for hia pcupoae. Howtvi*, hb 
practice did not alwaja ait easj- upon liia mind: afler the 
murder of hU royal nephews, hie guilt awakened ujion hini. 
H« sovtnod iiii^'litil) disturbed in his air and motion, cUp|)ed his 
haiMl upon hij* dajj^i-r, and waJked in a guarded posture, ilia^ 
mIooji wait aijurt and bnikon, his druouut frightful ; and some-| 
Umm ho Mould Mart out of his bed. and run surprised about 
III. dHuiiUr It in haid, the ni^dit before tlie battle at Bob- 
wurth, hiM mind wan u-rribly haraaaed. It m probable, Uio 
|iroii|KK!l of llio danger miKht make hia crimes appear in theii 
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proper colours, let his conscience lc>o«e with greater force, uid 
give him an apprehenftion of miscarriago. 

However, his stomach wa« ao stubborn and invincible, that 
neither the presage of mtHfortunc, nor die weight of his guilt, 
could !-ink him to cowardice. He charged the encm)' witii all 
the bravery imaginable, made his way through their troops to 
oome at the earl of Richmond, horc don'n \m standard, killed 
hia fltandard-bearcr, Sir William Hruudun, and dismounted Sir 
John Okeney, a stout man-at-anua: and baling cut open bis 
puMlge to Iliclimond, he l^d at bim with ftucb fury, tbat^ in 
■B fikelihoud, the eari would not have been long alJe to have 
sustained the shock. Rut the brd Stanley deserting with 
three tliotuand men, the advantage shifted to the other side. 
King llieliard was overborne with numbers, and dit-d fighting 
among the thickest of tbe enemy. 

Ue reigned two years and one month. As to his religions 
benefactions, he founded a collegiate church in Middleluun, in 
Yorkshire, and another in Tower Street, London. He like- 
wise founded a college in York, with provision for a hundred 
prieotB, and endowed Queen^s College, in Cambridge, with five 
hundreil marks per annum. B«ek, 9wm. 

I'pon the Tictor^' at BosworlK, Henry, earl of Richmond, Timmrtmf 
was proclaimed in the field, and U)chard*s crown set upon hi« ^^^„-^^ 
bead by Sir William Stanley. At his first assuoiing the regal ""V* 
cbaractio-, he projected the securing hinu>elf against the male 
Hne of the house of York. Upon this view, lie imprisoned Ti^wiWy 
Edward, earl of Warwick (son and heir to the late duke "^ Ufruui^. 
Clarroce), in the Tower. And to give an expectation of 
making good his promise of marrying tlte lady Elizabeth, he 
sent directions fur that princess's repairing to London, to the 
queen-dowager^s court : and being apprehensive his success at 
BomvDrth might strike a terror into the peopW, and make 
them afraid of a conquest, be took care to remove that jcalou^. B91. 
To this purpo&c, be endeaTOtmd to lay aside his military 
^ure, and made bis forces look more like a retinue of state, 
than the appearance of an array. 

To make Ins title more independent, be rcBolved to postpone 
lus marriage wKh the princess Etiabeth, till be liad summoned 
a parliament, and bis own coronatkm was over : which mi- 
lemnitv wan, it may be, deferred some little time by the mor- 
tality of the sweating sickoess, which began towards the latter 
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of m OMT title, 
to mAm aense. TbT 
if (be cms bHpwH rest, renttin, 
e. And ■« ibr the Kniutioa of the 
t hen of ha hodjr, not ntentJoniiig 
ihotpoitf to be govcsned bjr lair; 
the flBtail '"^g^'t # ^* *" i 
fc io K to faiai and hii •4'*'*"?*. than a total 
ti^v^JM. iiiiifciiiiiiiiiaf AehotrfYarfc. 

WWa tfai faa ftir nm% the afttaindpra waa read, there 

* wgTTi mcmriiain madr ■gahut nriTfal an mlii iii of the boaae of 

It was ohJE<l«d» thef «cte u aJ>«e d for h^ 

in the lale ccifgn^ and by ci wae gn en ce were andor a 

nv Toun^ IB |wiiiniiM nl The jodges being ooih 

__ _aa thie poini, pre it as theb* o|iinion, tlni tha 

' \ haighto and boi^emmy ■ttatted far eanne of kw, abcmld 

Mi hear the faonee tfll an aet was pawenrl tor the fereraal of 

"^' attaindecB. 

At thia coosaltBlioB of the judges, it was debated whether 
the kin^ boBself was not uudcr an incapaectj of this kind, and 
if BO, what espeditnt was to he thought uf to dJaei^a^ him t 
Upon this qoestion, it was unanimoiKly reatilved, "that the 
crown takts away all dcfectd and 6top6 in blood ; and that, 
ftpm the time tiie kin;; aseumed the crown, the fuuntain was 
deared, and all attainders and corruption of blood diediargcd.'* 
IB Towarda the latter end of this year, the king married the 
princeea Elizabeth ; at which solemnity, aa he oheerved, the 
paofde showed greater satisfaction tluin cither at his own coro- 
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nation, or first entry into London. The discovery of this 
general nffoction to the house of York kept the king's jealousj' 
awake, and made nu )^reeable inipresslun upou his niarriagu. 

The beginning of the next year, llourchier, cardinal, and 
archbishop of Canterbinry, died, after having sat two-antl-thirty 
years. His greatest pnblio benefnctton was the gift of an 
hundred and twenty pounds to the university of Cambridge. 
This sum was laid up with another hundred pounds given by 
Mr. Billings forth, formerly maMtor of Corpus Christi College, 
and thf! chest called TUllingsford and Bourchiers chest. 

UfKjn the vacancy of the see, Morton, bishop of Ely, who 
was very instrumental in the late revolution, and returned into 
England with Uic then earl of Richmond, was, by the rccom- 
raendatiuii uf this prince, elected hy the monks of Canterbury, 
and confinned by pope Innocent VIII. 

This year William Wainfleet, bishop of Winchester, died, 
lie was son to Kiclmrd Patten, by Maijory, daughter to Sir 
William Brereton. This Fatten was a gentleman in Lineoln- 
Hhire, and lived at Wainfleet, which was the rcaiwn the bishop 

k that surname. He was educated tirst at Winchester 

lool, and afterwards at Oxford. As to his preferment, he 
was first schoolmaster of Winchester, then provost of Eton, 
and lastly preferred to the sec of Winchester in 1447. Ho 
likewise had the managorocnt of the great seal for several 
years : but that which stands most to the advantage of his 
mcmor)', is tlve founding of Magdalen college, in Oxford ; 
which, for building and large revenues, can be paralleled by 
few cdllt^ges in Europe. This endowment tiken in forty fel- 
lows, thirty demies, four cliaplaiiis, eight clerks, and sixteen 
choristers. 

This prelate Ij'ing under a suspicion of disloyalty, or at least 
being too languid in the interest of the crown, king Henry Vl. 
thought fit to ckar him of this imputation in a letter to pope 
Pius I!. In this letter, the king gives him a great character 
for his fidelity and merit, and recommends him strongly in his 
holiness's esteem. To conclude, lie was a person of great 
piety, and very remarkable for hta obliging temper, and com- 
paaeioD to the ]XK)r. 

To procuod : the king, notwiLhstaudiiig his abiliticH lu 
govern, began to lose tlie affections of the subj(M:t. His de- 
ferring the queen's coronation, and taking all uccasions to 
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KOS-rox, dqmM Uk haue of York, looked Eke so exoeaeira puiuli 
-^\ to hi« own fine ; and bj thus growing less in tlie esteem of 
pc*oplL% plots WLTL* more pndicable, and inipoetares more 
<:n.*dited. 
(^^. On«i Uicliard Stmon, a priest in Oxford, was resulved to t. 
mmtun- ^ fortoDe, and make the most of the junctare. To this pur- 
JJJrJ^jJfpoee, he prevailed with his pupil, Lambert Simncl, a baker's 
wUk, «md mm of about fifteen vears of age, to pereunalti Uichard, duko 
of York. They thren* the imposture into this fonn, uimq a 
report that EdH-ard Plaut;^pet, oari of Warwick, was to be 
execute! : but a ruuiotir buing boon after spread that this 
princt! had made his escape out of the Tower, and tliat thsM^ 
oonntr}' ware much pleased at tlie uews, he changed he 
scheme, and made his pupil pass fur the earl of \Varwick. 
Huwovcr, ho did not think fit to open the scene in EngUnd: 
but understanding the Irish were much inclined to the house 
of York, lie net tuiil for tliat kingdom. And here, at his huid- . 
iiig, Sinmcl was entertained up to his prL'tensions, caunC«^H 
nancod by tlin Lord Thomas Fitzgerald, and other pur»<jns o^^ 
rjuAlity, and crowned king at Dublin. , 

llimevcr, lie met with a check from Oclavianus, archhiah{]|^| 
of Armngli : this prolate sent the pope word of his being a^^^ 
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iiiipoHtur, endeavoured to draw the earl of Kildare from his 
int*-'n!«t, and refused to appear at his coronation. 

Siriiners success wns owing to Margan^t, duchess of 
gundy, and second si«ter to king Edward IV^ who came in 
hiH mterest. This prin<*eAH. looking upon king Henry as 
usurper upon her own family, needed no other motive 
vngngo her in the enteiiirise. Simnol, therefore, being re- 
inforectl with two thousand of her troo|», commanded 
Swart, Mubarkml for Kngland, and landed at I'ouldrey, 
Irfinmshire ; and not long after was joined by T>e la Pool, 
I'f Kineoln, and of the house of ^"ork ; by the InnI T.ovi>II, 
Sir Thiwmts Mroughton, the earl vf Kildare being likewise 
i»f hi* piu-ral officers. _^ 

Tht' king, uii ihp other side, fo expose the impoi*ture^S 
imdiHvivu thu |K*pIt., lud the larl of Warwick carried thntug 
tl«' prihoi|«il »l»vi>t» in London, and shown at St. Paul's at 
"""."'"'"" «|>|^'*mncr. After this, \k raised an arrov, march 
•«ft>t*l thr relwks and inw>ting tiwm at Stokefield. in Noi 
iWKftwuaWw ^vn U>em Uttle. The 6ght was maintain 





obdtinatfly for llirec liours, but at List the enemy was defeated, "^^'If^ 
the eari of Lincoln, the lonl Tliomaa Fitzgi-i-ald, the lord [jovel, ■ — -— ^ 
Martin Sn-art, and Sir ThomaH Broughton, being all killed ^^/n/ .it 
upon the spot. The counterfeit Plantajjenet. and the priest, i^'^vjj^, 
his tutor, were taken prisoners. The kin^, thinking the sparing kamMrr. 
Simncl^s life might preserve the memory of the ehcat, and prore 
serviceable to his affairs, first made him a tuniHpit in his 
kitchen, and afterwards one of his falconers ; and as for the 
priest, he was degraded at a synod held under Morton, deli- jJ^T^'^ 
vered U> the mayor and sheriflfe of London, committed close 
prisoner, and hoard of no more. After the defeat of Simncl's 
party, several persons engaged in the insurrection look sane- Ti* prm- 
tuary; but the pnpo dis.'ipj>ointeil them of this protection, and ■,»--fw»iy 
despatched a bull, by virtue of which, those who had the pri- ',ll''"'^^ 
vilege of sanctuar)', and were afterwards guilty of treason, 
murder, theft, burning of houses, sacrilege, or destroying tlie 
country, should be dragged from tliose places of refuge, and 
left to the law. Now this, it seems, was the case of Hum- 
phrey Staffbnl, and some other criminals. This is Jocelin^s 
account : but my lord Hacon, who seems to be more exact, 
reports the iiaasage witli some variety of circumstances. He 
tells UR, the poj»e sent the king a ver}' just and honourable bull, 
and qualitied the privileges of sanctuary in three points. 



First. " That if any person registered as a sanctuary umn 
sliould sally out of sujicLuary by night, or othenviso. and com- 
mit trospasft, or annny the country, and retreat in again ; in 
such a case, the pereon was to forfeit the security of Uiat pLice 
for ever.*' 

Secondly. "That nntwitlwtanding the person of a sanctuary 
nun was protected from his creditors, yet lii* goods out of 
sanctuary should lie open to seizure and course of law. 

Thirdly. "That if any person took sanctuary for treason, 
tite king might appoint him keepers to prevent his escape." 

Tliis was not the first favour, as it was then esteemed, which 
the king received frnni the court of Rome : for thU pojie had ^^^^ 
some time before dispensed with the fourth degree of consan- ^^'^^^^ 
gtiinity in his marriage, and confirmed his title to the crown, u-ntm. 

At the synod above-mentioned, several indiscreet intem. 
[lemte preachers were callml to an account for taking ti>o mucli 
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MORTON. Secondly, The people were dissatisfied with the management 
■■ ^ "*\ of foreign affairn, and particuliuly with the Ute peace with 
France : by whioh treaty, the king had thrown up the quarrel 
about the duchy of Bretagnp, acquiesced in the ma^nJ^^ 
between the heiress Ann and Charles VIII., auJ suffered 
thAt great province to bo annexed to the crown of France. 
But, ^ 

Tliinlly, The capital grievance, and that which gate tha^^ 
greatest discontent, was tlie injur)- done to tlie queen, by h\» 
smothering the title of the house of York, and refufiing to 
li.f'eoR. reigu in her right. 

The.se circumstances gave ad^-antage to ferkin':* cause<, and 
made the imposture go down the better. On tlie other aide, 
the king omitted no expedient to countermine the ph>t, ami 
pull off the mask. To tliis purp^ise, Sir William Poynings, and 
Dr. Warbaro, afterwards archbishop, were sent to Fkhnders, 
and joined in an embass}' to Philip the archduke ; and bt.-tn(^ 
admitted to an audience, Dr. Warham delivered himself td 
this eflect : 

" Ho set forth what a dishonour this imposture was to alii 
sovereign princes : that since the counterfeiting the royal ijn 
prea^on in money was reckoned so great a crime, what degree 
of inffmiy and gnilt must it be to forge a roval title, and coun- 
terfeit the king's pedigive and person i From hence, he pro-' 
cecdii to show the incredibility of the duke of York's being 
alive. To make out this ; he takes the murder of king Edward 
V. for an nncontustcd fact, From this suppoaition he argues, 
it was utterly improbable, that Richard HI. should only order 
the murder of the eldest brother, do his business by Iialvt-s, and 
damn his soul to no purpose. And as to the ruffians, who can 
imagine they should relent in the midst of their barbarity, wid 
stop short in the execution I who can imagine they should do 
this, after they hatl been hardened in villany, and stained their 
hands in the blood of tlieir king f Had they had the least 
remains of conscience or humanity, thev would never hav 
engaged in so black an enterprise : 'and if" they liad nothing 
wese qualities, what should throw them into such a dangoro 
ni 01 compassion, and make them preserve the life of anotlie 
Person with the apparent hazard of their own f From hence 
««nt on to mform the archduke, that the king his nastei 
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WW in a condition to Uy o)>cn the cheat to a dcmoDstrntion. HRXry 

to set forth l'erkin*a pedigree, and trace his life to liiu ci-adle/* < .^ 

Aud afU'F some laiiart reflections upon the duchess of Hurgundy, 
he concludes ^%'ith dcHiring that Perkin might be put into his 
masters hands, or at least bauUhed the dominions of the arch- 
duke. 

The answer returned to the ambassadors was this : 

" That the archduke, in regard to king Henry, would give 
the pretender no manner of assistance : but as Ut the duchess 
dowager, she was absolute wiUiin the territories of her dower, 
and therefore he could not prescribe to her inclination in this 
point, nor liiuder her from eutertaining what [>er8on8 she 
thought fit." 

The king looked upon thin as an evasive answer, being well 
sattsfiod that a jointure has no incidents of royalty or sovereign 
jurisdiction belonging to it : besides, the archduke did not 
hold up to the length of his promise, but gave aid to Terkin 
undcr-liand. 

Not long after, Perkin^s interest was broken in IrcUnd by p^Hm 
the deputy Sir Fdward Poj-nings ; and therefore fearing his {jJHU^^fc 
party might decline in England, ho aet sail with a *'<*<*)' ^ ^J^^Xu 
men made up of nereral nations and desperate fortunes : and ^^ny* 
appeared upon the coast of Kent ; but being disappointed by ^^^ 
the loyalty of that county, be returned to Flanders. U is next 
voyage was an attempt upon Ireland, but finding the p;overn- 
ment firm and settled, and none but a few of the wild Irish 
diapoaed to engage, he left tlut country, and addrecfiod himself 
to James IV., king of .Scotland. To be brief in hia history, 
he received a friendly countenance at this court, the king of 
Scots entertained liim as duke of York, married him to 
Catharine Gordon, daughter to the carl of Huntley, raiseil an 
army to abet hia title, and marched along with him into Eng- 
land. When Pcrkin Imd enterwl bis pretended dominions, be 
published a proclauiatton to make the ground of his claim 
puUic, and dispose the |ieople to come in : but nobody appear- 
ing, the king of Scots plundered the country, returned home, 
and discarded Perkin. *- *■ **"* 

But this discouragement did not sink his Rpirita si> far as to 
dntp the enterprise ; he resolved to try Iretaodonco mon', and 
arrived at Cork : and here, though some people canio in to 
him, yet not liaving enough to face the govemnwnt, he quitted 

Toi.. in. *' ' 
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WMnoK. ti» iwiiry, anfaMrfad far R-gt^Ml uA kaded in OoniH-aU, 

Ai»t^fc_ ^^gg^ ^ ^^^ jBJmid bjr aibottt tfatte thownH rustics. And 

kL^C£. aav hs oBaafld Kh« ngal tikk. Hid altered hia stTle or dako 

jMfc qf Y«ikii*»BMlMKd IV. Hk fiiBi aMmipt wma the siege of 

y^ EkMv: tel tUs toiwa— Iring* good defenoe, and the king's 

faces aMtfaiBi^ ID ito retief. be tbooght fit to raise the aiege. 

* j^_ _ Fnm Eictar W n*««d to TmbIoii, villi m resoktiou to %lit 

lh> tmmm t bm iadfag hK mma damt« and hiB fonai» too 

WMk. he isfipp^^ awmr. thaalt luwh^ fct, to BeuUien m the New 

Til„ „ F«N8t» «ba« hiiniilf Mnd MVtnl of Us eompu; regiBleced 

tW kiagv hiiinc itfciui^d uf P«:rkiii s coodrtioo, debated with 
hk OMOKa what ahaald be Aioe with bin. Tlie boatd were 
iKiiiM i^M kW qwBCaoa : sbbb w« of epsnian, the IdngV 
■Ktkod ins to ftme Uh oat of mmebmry, aod oHcr his ex^ 
fiHiiiM Tbal the MceoBitT cf the case vas a toActeot excme 
far aaHmfiaif tk» ^irih g e «f ceoseerated plaecs. Othen 

■i^tit. tb^ aoe* Uh ii liiai «aa brokvn and diapaned, 

awl INiffciK biaaiiilf aMan< it vaa aol worth the kiogV while 
toappbr to aa txpeditot ao Gabfe to BuseoosinKtiaa. A third 
laitv aMnd A* bjag togna i^itia aprowaeor bis life apon 
lai ijaiHim Aa ainftairy: ifaakfebitwM the aalhr mrnf to be 
I b a i a a jb^ iaib taiti of tba rirhiaaftoaii of the pbt, and grra 
Iba wocbt eMm lalwifcrtMa The kkg «aa gowned bjr ihb 
«^i4n. ItotopUM. la ibarl^ f<ukm wm broagbt to eout, made 
mJw * fel d htuwaj of th# ' { " waa abowa p^fidr in tba 

«.a^W aatopwbavaaaaaiidMdaxaealid atTjrbaiB. Tbeaanter- 
trilt from bi» im aettiac optw gave the IdogalXMt fiv« or six 
■biebi, fiM^ teaticf ^ sake, 1 him kid 



U«^[ the coaraa ef tbk iiapmHaii. Sir WiBMn Slaid^, 
hnl cbaabarkk* w tikd far ^h Inhm, cvt aadeia- 
aatod. The iilnfii ^pawil lam, mm bk aayky to Sir Bobart 

CKArd^^tbaliT be acre sure -'— 1*^-^3 g t^iTmia^ 

hrbk) w» ka^ EdaanTa aw. he «a^ nevar baw «aa 

MgainM bim." 

'thk.ita»oaaliaBad.naahud<K«.be«h in m y at af the 

iiHiiiiiMaiia, and tba other wowk. Btt aa to tlM 

tba>wlgM kiitptaHdJttoaaeaaab^gbly iikikil: 
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to qualify words of treason. That by this latitude, any man IIKMRY 

mt^lit publish Iiib disloyalty, and cover himself from danger. - ^ 

And as for the positive part, " that he would not bear anas 
against king Edward's son;*" thou^i the words seem calm, 
and carry uu further timn a neutrality, yet it was construed a 
preference of the house of York, and a plain overrulinf^ of the 
king's title by the line of Lancaster. This inipllc.ition touched 
tlie tenderest port, and was never to be forgiven by an ambi- 
tions prince; and therefore the extraordinary merit of Sir 
William Stanley in saving the king's life at Uosworth, and 
setting the crown upon his head, was not suflicieiit to procure 
his pardon. But to soften this rigour, some writers report^ 
that Stanley gave a direct promise of assistance to Perkin, and 
fumibhed him with money. i<^ p ci>. 

To proceed. This conspiracy proved fatal to the earl of 
Warwick, who was tried by his peers for abetting Perkin''B 
insurrection, and for cuiii)>a^ing the destruction of the king. 
The earl, cnnfesaing the indictment, had judgment, and was 
shortly after beheaded on Tower Hill. NoJI'm* 

The taking off this young prince, who had been imprisoned 
all this reign, without pretence of misbehaviour, n-as deeply cen- 
sured : the king titercfore, to relieve his rcputalion, (Mideavoured 
to transfer the odium upon the Spanish court. This apology 
had some colour : for when the marriage between prince Arthur 
and the priuce!« C'atlmrinc was set on foot, Ferdinando wrot« 
to the king of lilngland, Uiat he had no assurance of the stxs 
coHsion to the house of [*anca.ster, as long as the earl of War- 
wick was living: and that tlio prospect being thus dark and 
disturlwd, he was unwilling to send his daughter uito Eugland. IM. 

rnrther, while Perkin kept his pretensions on foot, tbero 
hnppened a commotion in Cornwall. This iusurrection was 
occasioned by the le^-ying of a subsidy, and held no intelligenoe 
with Perkiu. The rebels were first brought into the field by 
Michael Joseph, a farrier of Hodiiiin, and Thomas Flammock, 
a lawyer. This Utter used to tell his neighbours, " the law a. o. 1407. 
was on their side;" and by pretending to be a patriot, and.i.^ntrm-. 
declaring strongly for property, gained a great interest ftmong J^*"^^^' 
the peasants. " This man," says my lord ISacon, " Uid himself 
very le&i-nedly out upon the suliject, as if he thought it poan* 
ble to raise a rebellion without breaking the peace." But not 
to insist upon the fiarticulars of his argument, he advised 
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them in the conclusion to put themselves in a militarj* posti 
to march inoffensively to London, and deliver the king a pet 
tion against oppreasive taxee, and evil councillors. 

This seditious discourse making an impression on the pt-j 
santry, they immediately armed themselves, marched froi» 
Coniwall to Taunton in Somoreetshin', aiul murdered a com- 
missioner for the tax : from hence they muvtHl to Wells : here 
the lord Audley came in to them, and undertook to be tiietr 
general. After they Iiad tried their fortune to no purpose ii 
Kent, they eneaiujwd uu Blackhcatli, with a desigu to muf 
forward to London, being about sixteen thousand strongj 
But before they could execute this res4>lution. they wei 
cliargtMl and deieiited hy the king's forces. The chief rebekf 
being taken, the lord Audley was beheaded ou Tower HilK 
and Flammock and the farrier hanged, dmwn, and quartered,j 
at Tyburn. The ineemiiaries being thus despatchod, the king] 
pardoned the rest by proclamation ; and thus the disturbant 
was laid asleep. 

To return some years back to the Church. 

King Henry being desirous to aggrandise his o^ra fiuiuly, 
and draw a new lusti-e upon the bouse of Lancaster, addressed 
pO|je Alexander for tlie canonization of king Henrj- VI. Pur- 
suant to this request, his holiness directed a eonrniiteion 
mquiry to MurU>n, archbishop of Canterbury^ and Fox, bishop^ 
of Durham. This commission was accordingly execute*! ; how- 
ever, the ceremony did not proceed. Some say, the reasoi 
why it sunk was, because the court of 14omc held up 
charge of solenmity too high ; but the eoumion deniandl 
amounting to no more than fifteen hundred ducats, makes lliia 
supposition improbable. Others therefore are of opinion, 
conclave declined to cimonize tins prince, upon the score of hii 
slender abilities. They wure afraid the dignity of the saint 
might suffer, if a person of such moderate sense were tAkci 
into their order. To which we may add Ilabington's conjt 
ture, who believes tlie wrong title of the house of Ijinca.slt;i 
might make the pupu refuse the granting tliis hunour. ihi| 
whatever the Irnc reason was, the matter died under dcbat 
ond the kmg contented! himself with the removal of Hem 
^ 1 . 8 coi-pse from Windsor to W.-stminster ; but did not tl 
ni to take oven this step without the popes leave. 

hero It may not be improper to mention the 
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narics roquisito to canonization ; together with some of the 
doctrines and circumstances relating tn this solemnity. I'ispe- 
cially sincu the point was carried soou after upon another 
occasion. For though king iJenr>' V!. was refused this pri- 
vilege, yet al)out three years forward, archhinhop Murton pre- 
vailed for his pro(IeceK»or Ansclm. This prelate^H memory 
passed the test in the conclave, and was entered upon the 
calendar without any opposition. 

To begin^ thi>refore, it is the persuasion of tho Church of 
Rome, that none but the pope* has any authority to give one 
saint preference to anotiier, and, hy consequence, none lias the 
right of cant)nizing excepting himaclf. The grounds of litis 
belief arc : 

Fint. " It is one of tho caaea of greatest importance, and 
therefore must be reserved to the dccisiun of the A[K)stolic 
see." 

Secondly. " Because this matter includes an inquiry concern- 
ing miracles, which brings tlie question within tl>o compasA 
of a point of faith. Fur tlus reason, the Apostolic nae ought 
to have the cognizance of tlie case." 

Thirdly. " Since the declaring the sense of doubtful places 
in Scripture belongs to the {tope, it follows i) /orfioriy thai 
questions about life and sanctity, are to be dotennined by 
him." 

Fourthly. " This decision ought to be made by his hntiueao. 
for fear the unwartness of some bishops might bo imposed on.'* 

FifUdy. " To prevent the saints being multiplied to an 
inconvenient number, by which means devotion might grow 
oool, and ujiuctity be undervalued." The strength of tbeae 
nasona 1 shall leavtt to the judgiuont of the reader. 

As to the proceedings in order toacanonirjitinn, tli4> inethml 
stands thus : 
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First. " Some prince, nobleman, or, at least, some jn-rson of 
character and credit, must address the pope for this favour, 
neither is one sufficient to serve the turn : the application 
must be several times repeated with great camoatnca^'" 

Secondly. " The pope is to direct a cotmniaBtcm to two ur 
tliree prelates to inquire into the life and miraclm of tbo per- 



MORTON. Bon. As to the question about hia life, they are to examine 
AhpA-ant.^ ^y^^^ signal senice has l)een performed, wlat extraordiimry 
hardsliipH he liaa uiiJergonc, and how nnexceptionably be has 
held on throughout the whole progress. They *re lihe^vwe to 
inquire whether ho stood clear of vanity, and woe of an humble 
resigning temper : because * God resistft the proud, and gi»e» 
grace to the humble.' "" 

After aatisfaction given, as to conduct and morale, inquiry 
ie to be made into the miracles wrought by the person in hk 
lifetime, or after \\m death. Now, to complete tlie efiscDoe of 
a miracle, there are four things required. 

Isi. " That the effect ts assignable to nothing but the 
Divine power, and is neither the proiluction of art nor tbe 
devU." 

2ndly. " Tlmt it is contrary to the course of nature ; of 
which they give two instauees: the turning of Mooea's rod 
into a fieqMint, and th<) faeultv of s|>eech given to Balaain!a_ 
aas." 

Srdly. " Tiiat it must result from the merit of the pei 
and not from the force of any form of words. This exception 
is thrown in to dbtingiiish the power of working miracles from 
tlie ntipematural efftn;!, which follows upon the consecration of 
the euoharist . where, as they affirm, bread and wine, by tlio 
force of the wortla, are transubet^ntiated into the body Mid 
blood of our Saviour." 

The fourtii note of a miracle ia, " That it must be wrought 
for the Btrcngtliening of faith, and the advantage of reli- 
gion." 

Upon the whole, imless these four requisites concur, the 
pretence of miracles will not pass in the scrutiny for canoniza- 
tion. 

rhirdly. "After the couimiasioners of inquiry- have mado 
their return, the pope refers the examination of the report to 
some of his chaplniiw, or other persona of capacity and dis- 
cretion as he sludl think fit ; and bv this committee' the whole 
naTTaiive is ranged under beads, and drawn into the form of 
the court. *^ 




Fourthly. "The pope asks this committeo their opinion, 
whether they think tho relation sufficiently attested, and whe- 
ther the merit of tho person is big enough for the honour 
desired;' 

FifUdy. " If the pope is satiaBcd witli the inquiry, he first 
decrees the canonization privately among some of the car- 
dinals.'' 

Sixthly. "After tliis advance^ his holiness makes a public 
report in consistory, of the whole proceedings, and requires Uie 
prelates then present to give tlieir advice." 

SeTGotlily. *' There is a set day assigned for a public appeal^ 
ance at a certain church ; where a great many tapers are 
lighted, the floor covered with carpet^ and the place orna- 
mented in other respects. At this solemnity, the pope and 
canliiials, all the clerg}'. and great numbers of tho laity, arc 
usually present. And here his holiness makes a speech upon 
the subject, reciting the whole |miceas and proof, desiring the 
people Ui pray that God would preserve them from falling into 
a mistake in a matter of such consequence." 

Eighthly. ** Upon this, the congregation iall upon their 
knees, n prayer for the occasion is said, and tho ' V'eni Sunote 
.Spiritus,' or somo otlier suitable hymn, is sung." 

Ninthly. "Then the pope, rising from prayer, pronounces 
tho person to be canonized a sount : orders him to bo entered 
upon the holy raster, to be treated with the re«iM?ct of a ^i^*^- 
saint, and have a holy day assigned them in the calendar." 

Tcntbly, and Lastly. "The office "To Deum Laudamus* is 
sung, and the po|K.' ufliciatca at a Mlenm mast, in hunuur of the 
canonized person." 
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And here, it may not be amiss to observe the distioction 
between canonixing and beatifying. DeatiHcation is a lesser 
degree of honour, and amounts to little more than the pope^s 
teetimunial for the sanctity and Imppy state of Uic person, 
neither is there any religious application made to him; but 
those who are canonized are put into the litanies, and invo- 
cated with the rest of the saints. This distinction of their 
condition requires a different proof to raise them to their 
rob[>ective degrees. And therefore, no person can be canonised 
without proof of miracles wrought by him : whereas an attea- 
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tation uf cxlraordinaT}' 
beatification. 

Two years forwai"d, William Shcvez, archbishop of St. An- 
(IrewV deparlcti this life. This prelate, hy the strength of hia 
court interest, (lid a great many ill officos to his predecessor, 
Patrick Graham, and by misrepresentation of lits conduct 
the court of Rome, first got hiuisclf made coadjutor, and afte 
wards archbishop of the see^ having procured a s«nt«uoe of 
deprivation against Graham. Archbi.shnp Spotswnod observes, 
that the state of the Church was now in a very ill condition; 
that merit was discouraged, and discipline overruled by 
regale. That benefices were very unhappily disposed of at t 
8cuttisli court : and tlmt those, who could recomnicod thcnt-' 
selves best to the vanity and libertinism of great men, were 
mostly preferred. As for canonical elections, they were, in a 
manner, quite overborne: neither was the court of Homo at 
all to be excused in this matter : for the pope never refused 
any abbots or priora who came furnisihed with the king's reco 
mendatloii. And by this partiality and excessive complalsaii 
the government of the monasteries came by degrees into i 
han(k of nicn of secular tempers ; men, who liaving receiv 
their education at coui-t, brought the liberties of that p 
along mth Uiem. But as for the discipline of their order, and 
the hospitality expected from the endowments, tliey were aJto- 
gether regardless of that matter. 

Shevez, some years before his death, had a dbputo with 
Robert Blacater, archbishop of Glasgow, upon points of juris- 
diction. For the see of Glasgow, liaving been Utcly, as has 
been observed, erected into an archbishopric, Blacater insisted 
upon the privilege : Shevez, on the other side, refused to ow 
him under that distinction. Tn short, the contest grew up in 
a faction, and each of the prelates liad many abettors, bi>th of 
the cicrg}' and latty. However, the diflerencc was tAkcn up in 
a little time ; Glasgow was pronounced a metrupolitical Church, 
and the honour nf precedency resened to St. Andrew's, 

While the archbishops were thus contesting for juriadicti 
certain articles were dispersed in the counties of Kyie 
Cnningham, agaiTist the received doctrines of the Cburoiu 
The teneth were Uivbc ; 
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I. That imag^H oiig^lit neither to be made nor worshipped. UENRY 

II. That religious respect ought not to be paid to relics. • '. 

III. That it is not lawful to fight in defence of the faith. JT^J^^ 

IV. That Christ gave the power of binding and loosing to ~'*jfjj^ 
Peter only, and not to his &uccfjssors. 

V. That Christ onLuned no priesta to consecrate. 

VI. That after ihe consecration in the mass, there renuuns 
bread, and that tlie natural body of Christ is not there. 

VII. That tithes ought not to be paid to the clergy. 

VIII. TItal our Sanour at hia coming cancelled the autliority 
of secular princes. 

IX. Tliac every faithftd man and woman ifl a priest. 

X. That the uuction of kings ceased and determined at the 
coming of Christ. 

XI. Tliat the pope is none of Pet«r^s successor, excepting 
in reference to what our Saviour spoke, when he said to him, 
" Get behind me, Satan." 

XII. That the pope imposes upon the people with his bulls 
and indulgences. 

Xni. That mass for the dead procures no relief to the souls 
in purgatory. 

XIV. That tho bishops blessing is insignificant. 

XV. That indulgences ought not to bo granted to encourage 
a WAT against tbL> Saracca%. 

XVI. That the pope exalts himself above God. 

XVII. TIi.it it is not in the pope's power to release the 
punishment of purgatorj'. 

XVIII. That the excommunication of the Church is no 
more than a scarecrow. 

XIX. That swearing is unlawful in all cases whatsoever. 

XX. That priests are no more barred marriage undt;r the 
Gospel, than under the Law ; and that true Christians receive 
the body of Christ every day. 



For maintaining and dispersing these tenets, about tliirty 
liersons were cited before the council, and itome of them gentle- 
men of figure. When the arclibiahop uf Glasgow o[kened the 
chargo against them, they answered with such an air of resolu- 
tion that it was thought most advi^uible to drop the ptiMOCution, l>!)8. 
for fear they should make a further defence in the ticld. brvak 
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thnagh tWr Unrd ftiticl& and draw down an "evai^liani 
armalam*' npon the clergy. \\'beD they were discharged, 
thcrelbre, dier wvre ooJy atlmonUhtHl to ivaid novel doctriaea, 
aad aniaiGBM in the belief of the Church. To proceed : 

Aboot two vrMTs fum-anl a rencounter upon the borders trss 
vary Ibrtviate b the issu«. By this accident, the late truce 
ma in^urotvd into a peace fur the life of both kings, and the 
way led to a mote bnlii^ correspondence between the two 
nKtiaos. The em was thia. During the tmce. some Scottish 
ynwig fentknen paned the castle of Norham, and went into 
the town to direti themaelves : but their entertainment waa 
quickly tKan cb Bd by the parrima: who, setting upon them 
when they nianieeted no hano, wounded seteral, and lurccd the 
mt to retire with precipitation. Upon thia outrage, king' 
itmm vffoie a nharp> expoatnUtory letter to king Henr^-. Tlie 
kia^ ofSa^aad &o w in d hia giving the teast countenance, 
and laid the ^Broat wholly upon the garrison; adding nithal, 
that if any of his subjects bad made an tnfraciioa upon tbe 
tnice^ they should be wvetvly ponobed. The ocoision uf the 
qnarrd being giveo by the garrison of Norfaim, Fox, bishop of 
Dmham, via xtry aolicitoiu to make tqt tbe breach, beawae 
that eaetle beha jg e J to his biBboprie. To thij purpose, he 
wrote to the king of Sooto, oflered to refer the danugea to that 
prince. an«t uiaVe full satis&ction aecotdintr to his highnems 
aw»n). The kixtg of Scols, being pleased witli the probity and 
frankneaa of the bishop, sent him a friendly iuntation to come 
and diseoorac htm more at luge concerning tlic regulation of 
the bordcre. The bishop, aoqoaintin^ king Henry with this 
motion, procured his leave, and had k public character to n^;o> 
tiate in Scotland. In short, be waited on the king of Soots 
at the abbey of Melroee : where, by hia address, be qoickly 
krougfat that prince to temper, and rerooTcd the misiu)der> 
standing. .\nd now the king lianng a great opinion of tbe 
bishop's intenst and conduct, told him privalely, that he was 
^nUuig to come to a more friendly oo r ree pon dence with the 
^^^gfah court, and voter upon such mcneores as might give 
a finn foandaiiou for a peace. That this mutual advantage 
might be easily conipftssed, provided kinij Henry would give Ittn 
bis eUest daughter Margaret in nuuriage ; that he de s i g ned to 
send an euihassy into England about this busiaae : hot before 
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the matter was iimde thus public, he thouj^t fit to advise with 
tlie bishop, that his honour might not suffer in the overture ; 
for a refusal iu this affair would go very near him. 

The bishop persuaded kitig James to delay the embaasy a 
little, and giving hnpps of succeeiling in the match, took hia 
leave, and came to the Englisli court. The king being informed 
by the bishop of the king of Scots' inclination to marry his 
eldest dauglit«r. was pleased with llio proposal. 

Upon this the bishop gave the king of Scots private intel- 
ligence, to send hiR ambasBadora forthwith with powers to 
treat the match ; which was done accordingly. 

And that king Henry might not be disappointed in this 
alliance, the bishop advised him to finish the articles of the 
peace before he entered upon the treaty of the marriage. This 
order was observed, and a )>eace concluded in the first place. 
From heucG tliey proceeded U) the articles of the match, which 
took sonw time to ndjust, as we sliall see nftenvarda. 

About this time, Christopher Oohimbus despatched his bro- 
ther Bartholomew to king llenry, to acquaint him with a pro- 
posal about the West Indies, and to make an offer of thai 
country, upon condition the king would furnish him for the 
discovery, liul Bartholomew Columbus happening to be taken 
by pirates, in his voyage to the English court, the overture 
was made too late : for before the terms were adjusted, his 
brother Christopher liad succeeded in the attempt, and engaged 
wit^ the king of Castile. 
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To return to Kngland : where tlie next thing which comes (^«tT.XVI. 
up to notice is, the death of Thomas Ruthcram, archbishop of m^/^). 
York. The name of his family was Seott ; but being bom at J^j;^^^"^ 
Rothemm in Yorkshire, he took that name, according to tl»e •'^'^^'P 
custom of those times. He was bred at King's college in Cam- 
bridge, and afterwards ma-stor of Pembroke-hall. Ho waa 
privy-seal and lord chancellor in the reign of Kdward IV, 
Hia first see was Rochester, from whence be was translated to 
Lincoln, and thence, after nine years, to York. While he 
sat at Lincoln, he was a oonsiderablo benefactor to the univer- 
saty of Cambridge, built the gate belonging to the schook, 
made the walks of each side, ami built the public library. 
After his translation to York, he foimded a college at 
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the loBB of tkat wlodi ■» takeo ava; from arAhtAop NeriDe. 

la tfe liigiiMi^ oTv^tK. thia'jw, Mimihiiii Mortoa 

<ji-j-.ii rfE«*iBK«il. He vas born at Beer. 

. d den^idid from a geot4enian*s fiunQjr. Ue 
*^^*^ hai good MlMal aldttn fbr a grand-iparic, and onde graai 
Sjmm^ MiymtnMj ia n tie alnd^ of the lav. and other parta of 
^^ learaoi^ : tinee ■dnnliflm tveoanended him to the esteem 

of hJBg Hcnrj VL, «te ^ave hnn oevml pretenunts in the 
^rr chnrth, aadfaroi^ kn tethe eomoQ-baard. NotwHbsUnd- 
'MfMAt iagtbe frnqoentrefolBtiaasaf thepufaficaod the mkfiirttmes 
"^ ^'^ of tUs priBOe, Mortoa omtiDied alvan finn io hh uiteresC>. 
niis oonat a n ty. k^ Bdmrd 1 V. had ibe gctteroa it y to vafaM : 
that ^ler the dwth of king Hmaj \U Morton 
ae it fvere, eoorted to hia frronr, smmi of the privy 
pranaoted to the see of ^f f and made one <if the Idn9''a 
cxecntorB by his bat vilL Upon the denth of king Edmrd, 
Kiehard, doke of Glooocstier, dcagning to nnke his way to the 
thnme fay the nmrdo of fais nc fi hew s , o o nn aitt ed Morton to 
priaon. He knew this prcUte was a person of loo much in- 
tegrity and coonge to be eillier bribed or frigfatenctl into a 
oooiplianoe. By what meaos the biabop ^uncd his libcrtr, 
and how sefrioeaUc be was in the onion of the bou^L^ of York 
and Inocaster, has been already related. Hemy VU., at his 
acoewion to the cro«ii, made him lord ijuncellor ; wluch oflfee 
be tnana^ to great oonunendatioD, and held to his death* 
Hf.' was thi» king's chief minister all aloDg» i\iio had an entira 
confidence iii him ; and, it must be said, the king made a pra- 
deni choice ; for Mortons gcnhia, learning, aecrticy, and expe- 
rience, all concurred to make him a very able statesman. Not- 
withstanding an these good qualititis, he waa neither beloved 
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by tlie nobility, or the people. He seems to have been envied HENHr 

by the first, and niisunderetood by the latter. One thing which .Z — » 

made him unpopular was, the suspicion he lay under of putting 
llic king upon the demand of subsidie.s and other exaetions : J^^;'" 
but this was a wrong imputation. For, as it apf'eared after- aain. iwu. 
n-ards, the archbiiihop was so far from leading the king into 
the»e unacceptable measures, tliat he rather temjiered his 
rigour, and qualified hia projects for raising money. 

His conversation was not without distance and reserve, and 
Ilia answers were sometimes harsh and disobliging ; but then 
this humour was commonly put on, not out of pride, but design. 
It was to make an essay upon tlie temper and abilities of his 
inferiorv, and see wliat they were good for : it was to tr)- how 
they could bear up under unexpected language, disentangle 
themselves on the sudden, and stand the shuck of a surprise. 
Mc disposed of his fortune suitably to his character, and the 
hirgeness of his revenue ; and was very remarkable for his 
nmnificcuee and liberality. At his deatli he bequeathed al' 
most all Ills estate to pious uses. He left the lady Margaret, 
his god-daughter, a golden cup ; his mitre and archiepiscojHd 
cross to the cimrch of Ely ; and took an oath of his e&ecutora, 
to maintain twenty HcholaiB at Oxford, and ten at Cambridge, 
for twenty years. Amongst his other good qualities, we mast 
not forget the conscientious freedoms he took with the king, . ^ u 
representing liis miscarriages to him, with tliat gravity and tirii. iiim> 
reprehension which became Ws station. He sat thirteen years ri" liHnr. 
at Caiiterburj- ; and was buried imder the cboir in his cathe- ^^IP'*^ 
dral, in a line chapel bnilt by himself. Cannmr. 

The next month, John Alcnek, bishop of Ely, de|>arted this Ain^. 
life. He was l>om at IJeverlry, in Yorkshire, and >>i-ed at i^Zoth 
Cambridge. His first considerable prcfenneut was master of jlijf' '^""'^ 
the rolls. His next promotion was tlie see of Rochester; 
from wliODUC he waa translated to WoFOcator, and made lord 
president of Wales ; and was tbenoe removed to tlie bishopric 
of Ely. Fie was a person of an unexceptionable regularity ; of 
extraordinar}' diactpline and niortiBcation. To mention some 
of his most con&ideiable benefaeliuiis; be fuundi^l a school 
aiid cliautry at Kingston-upon-HuU. He built a great hall 
at his [talace at Ely, and founded Jeans college, in Cambridge. 
This plare was fonneriy a nunner}', dedicated to the honour of 
.St. liadigiind ; but now, it seems, the nuna liaving taken r.oo 
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much liberty, and gone off from their iDstituiioo, the pope and 
the king conaentt-'d to the dis-solution of the house, and gave it 
bishop AJcock, who turned it into a college, and settled aa 
estate for a master, six fellows, and as many scholars. lie aat 
fourteen jvare, and was buried ia a chni>el built by himself oa 
the north side of the choir. 

The see of Canterbury, soon afler the vacancy, was fiUed'j 
with Henry Dean, translated from Saliahurj-. 

This year there was a jubilee at Uome : some littlo time 
before tJa- soleumily, po|>e Alexander made use of an expedient^ 
to fill his cofTers. To this purpose, he despatched hb nuncioai 
to several princes' courts. These a^^nts were empowered to 
assign over the benetits of the jubilee, and excuse tlie custom 
of making a voyage to Home, provided people were willing to 
pay for the dispensation. For the managing this iMisineee, 
Jasper I'ous, a Spaniard, was sent by tho pope into England. 
He is said to liavo acted wJtli so much address and discretion,] 
that he levied confiderablu stinis with little or no scandal. U 
was thought the king had a sliare in the advantage : but by a 
letter of cardinal Adrian s to the king some few years after, it 
appears to ha\v Ix^u othtrwisf^. 

To dispose the English to part with their money with leaa 
regret, the nuncio gave out it was to be spent upon an expe- 
dition to Palestine. To gain credit to this suggestion, he, 
delivered the king a bull from pope Alexander, to invite liirn.] 
into the holy war. 
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The bull sets forth, "■ That the pope being sensible of the 
unexpected progress of the infidels, had entered uptm serenl 
consultations about securing the remainder of Christendom, 
and giving a check to tho common enemy. That this point 
being debated in the conclave before the ambassadors of several { 
princes, the enterprise was at last agreed, and a resotutioaj 
about the measures concerted. 

" The scheme was tins : Hungary, Poland, and Bohemia 
were to inarch into Romania. The French and Spaniards to 
attack the Turk in Greece ; and the pope, the king of England, 
the VcuHtians, and such other states as were considerable at 
sea, sliould Hail with a strong fleet to Constantinople. And to 
this purpose, his holiness, who was renohed to hazard his per- 
son, liad despatched his nuncios to all the princes of Christen-. 
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dom, to [H^rsuadu them to lay down their aium<Hitie>*, and get 
ready tlietr tnxips and treaaure, for no glorioua an expedition.*^ 
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The king''8 answer was ; 

'* That no prince on earth was more inclined to show hitt ri* iny'« 
respects to the pope, nor uwre forward to engage hia force and *■""'• 
fortunes in this lioly war than himself: hut that lying so 
remote from the Turk's dominions, no troops could be sent 
conveniently either hy sea or land : that nothing of this could 
he done williout double disadvanta^ both of charge and time, 
with res|>ec:t to those princes who lay nearer. And, which 
was another inconvenience, the condition of hi» ships (having 
no galleys) was not so proper for the occasion ; neither had 
his seamen sulBcient experience for those seas. For thb 
reason, he thought it advisable for his holiness to alter tlial 
pari r)f the scheme, and persuade those princes, who were 
better pre|>8red fur iliat purpose, to accompany him by sea. 
Tlint by the^ie measures the cuterprise would be carried on 
with le-ss charge and more expedition. And, which would be 
a further service, the emulation and disputes which might arise 
between th« kings of Franco and Spain, in their marches Mul 
attacks by land, might prolubly be prevented this way. And 
thai, for his part, he was ready to furnish lus share in contri- 
bution: however, in cftsc both tlio kings sliould decline the 
expedition in [tersou, rather tiuui his huhncs aliould be disap- 
pointed, he was willing Lo attend him as soon as he could get 
ready. But then this promise was made with these condi- 
tions : First, ' that all differences among Christian princes 
should be taken up : " and secondly, ^ That some good towns 
upon the coasts of Italy might be put into bis bands for the 
security of his horses and fleet." ibM. 

It was thought this answer was only court ceremony, and 
meant no nion- than a decent excuse : but however the king's 
inclination might stand at present. It is pretty plain by hts 
rctuni to a bull of Julius II., he was afterwards in earnest for 
tiiis enterpriac. 

These two last years, there were some proceedings against 
the Lullanls. It is <d>served, there were few prosecutions of 
this kind in king Henry the Seventh's reign, and those that 
were, went seldom any furtlicr than penance, and carrying nf 
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viccable in stippreasinpf the insurrection, Iieadod l>y l^mbert 
.Simncl. Having managed this poet to the king's satisfuction, 
he was promoted to the see of Bangor. This see liad, for a 
long time, Imwh Imrasspd and overrun in tlio disputes between 
the English and the ^\''elKh : and being thus exposed to rapine 
and incursions, the bisliops were seldom in the diocese. This 
absence proved a circumstance of disadvantage both to the 
dffictphncand patrimony of the Church: hut king Henry VII. 
who was a Welshman, coming to the crown, bronght the two 
nations to a good understanding. 

Wales being settled by this means, bishop Dean resided at 
Bangor : and here, at his coming, be had a wai-m contest with 
Uie rieli laity in the neighbourhood, who liad laid their hands 
upon most (lart of the estate belonging to the biahopric ; 
"which," says bishop Godwin, " is no new practice in England:" 
for wluit is more common than to see people grasp at the holy 
revenue, and fly n|>on tliu plunder u{K)n the slenderest pretence 
iimiginahle : but Dean being a man of courage, maintntnetl bin 
title, and gained the Church lands from the intruders. Amongst 
other things, he got a verdict for the recovery of a small inland 
on the north side of Anglesey ; and when the defendants refused 
to give him possession, and submit to the decision of the law, he 
nmrched with a small body of roca, and ejected them by force. 

At his promotion to the archbishopric, he received hia pall 
from the hands of the bishop of Lichfield and Coventr)*, com- 
missioned by the pope for that purpose. It was delivered him 
in this form : 
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" To the honour of Almighty (ioA, and the Blessed Virgin 
Mar^', the Holy Apfwtles St. Peter and St. Paul, onr lord 
pope Alexander VT.. the Holy Boman Church, and also of 
the see of Canterbury' committed to your charge ; we give you, 
in the pall taken from the body of St. Ppter. a full authority 
for the exercise of yourarchiepiscopal function, with the liberty 
of wearing this honourable distinction in your cathedral upon 
certain days mentioned in the apostolic bulls of privilege.** 



Upon the receiving of tlie pall, the archbishop took the oath 
of canonical obedience to the pope, which has been mentioned j^^^^ ^ 
already. p- *ia 

There wta likewise a solemn form used wh^n the archbishop 
voi„ III, r. g 
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received the cross : it wa« put into hia hands by a monk, co: 
missioned by the prior and convent of Canterbury ; uith th 
words : " Reverend Father, I am sent to you from the boti 
reign prinre of llif world, who requires and commands you to 
undertakp the prn\*eniment of his Cliiirch, nod to love ajid pro- 
tect her. And in proof of my orders, I deliver you the etan* 
dard of the King of Heaven." 
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This archiepiscopal cross was delivered before the pall. No 
by the strength of the form, one would tliink, even by tl 
doctrine of tlio«c times, the archbisliops were sufficiently 
qualified for the functions of their cliaracter, without any sup- 
plemental powers from the court of Home. 

^^'a^ham| bishop of London, succeeded Dean in the see of 
Canterbury-. He ivceived the pall at Lambeth, and was in- 
stalled at Canterbury with great solemnity. 

There was one thing at this instalment which made it par- 
tiouUrly pompousand remarkable : the circumstance was this : 
Edward, duke of Uuckiugham, was the archbishop's stew 
upon thiB occasion, and executed the office in person. If an; 
one sliould tax the archbislmp with vanity for suffering a noble* 
man of the first rank to ptribnu this office, the censure wo 
be ignorant and ill-grounded : for the duke held an estate 
the see of Canterhurj- by the tenure of this service. How we 
know an estate nnist pass " cum oncre,' and those who receive 
the advantage, have not the liberty of refusing the incum- 
brances. Neither, as far as it apppars, could the archbishop 
discharge this attendance, witliout failing in his trusty 
doing his Churcli an injury. 

As to Warham. he was descended from an ancient 
considei-able family in Hampshire ; bred first at Winchesi 
school, and afterwards at New college, in Oxford, where he 
commenced doctor in laws. At his quitting tlie univernity, he 
practised with reputation in the court of Arches, and was 
shortly made master of the rolls. He gave the king su 
satisfaction in liis embassy to the duke of Burgundy, that 
was preferred soon afler his return to the see of Ijondon. He 
was not only a good civil lawyer, but well improved in other 
parts of learning. Erasmus kept a close correspondence with 
this prelate, dedicated his edition of St. Jerome to him, and 
gives Mm a great character. Archbishop Warhara had a 
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great esteem for Hr. Collet, dean of St. Paul's, and founder of HiiNRY 
PauPs Behool. This Collet, who wanted neither laiignages iior ■- 
Irarnint;, was a person of groat regularity, and a constant 
preaoIuT. And it heing the arehhtshop's business to appoint 
Lent preachers for the court, Collet was put into the Ust. Dr. Caiut't 
^ow his turn to preach before the king happening to Im upon ^7,^^^^°" 
Good-Friday, the auhjett of his discourse was to show in wliat 
manner Christians ought to fight under our Saviour's banner. 
And, as it happened, t}ie king, at this time, was making pre- 
jKimtioits for a war with France. Dr. C<illet ajwHt a con- 
siderable part of his sennon to aliow the obligation incumbent 
upon princes to take up their differences ; and that the busi- 
iiL-ss of war ought not to be the inclination of any Chri«*tian8 
whatsoever. After he had pressed this jioint with a deal of 
rhetoric and force, he took occasion to add, '* that those who 
follow our Saviour's standard, ought to imitate his nieeknesa 
and humility, and nut to propose the vanity and ambition of 
Alexander and ('«»8ar for their pattern." This way of preach- 
ing gave some di.^turbanco to the king: he was apprehenstTe 
thia discoui'se might make an unserviceable imprcsslou upon 
his officers and nobility, and check their fancy for the ex])e<li- 
lion : and therefore, when sermon was done, he ordered the 
dean to come to him. Collet's enemies imagined he would 
liave been sent to priaon, and prosecuted for disafitirtion to 
the government. IJut their expectation was disap|»ointed : 
for the king treated him with great mildness and go«i humour, 
acquainted him with his resolution of attacking France; add- 
ing witlml, that he was by no means the aggressor, but 
dragged into the w^r by pure necessity. He told him furtlier, 
that notwithstanding the force of his acmion had abated his 
resentment, and cooled his revenge against the French king; 
yet since that monarch had forced him upon the contest, he 
desired the dean to preach again Irefore the court : and that 
in his next eennun he would justify a war in defence of one s 
country, and press the point with the same elocution and 
advantage as formerly. Collet undertook the perfonnance, 
and was so moving and demonstrative in proving the lawfulness 
of war under Christianity, that he not only gave satisfaction to 
the king and court, but raiB«»d tha spirits, and warnied the 
blood of lliosc who disrelished the service, and wt-re ilisheart- 
cned before. When the doctor came down from tho pulpit. 
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tbe king gavu biin thanks before the whole audience, and co 
tinued his regards ever after. 

The next year, Margaret, countess of Riehinond a:id Oerbr, 
and uinthcr to the present king, founded Clirist's collef^, 
Cambridge. The foundation was for a master, twelve fellow 
and forty-seven scholars. This lady by her last ivill sottl 
several manors in the counties of Cambnd(;e, l.^ice8ter, Nui 
folk, and Essex, for the maintenance of the college. 

In January, the latter end of this year, Piiiliji. king of C 
tile, met nith a storm in his passage Id Spain, and was drivtifl 
aslioro at Weymouth. Tlie king did not think it conveninit 
to let bim go off without an interview. He was brought 
tbe court at Windsor, where tbe king prevailed with him 
put Pule, carl of Suffolk, into bis hmids, upon promise n 
to take his lifp. This Pole was then in Flanders, and aus-' 
pected of a practice against the government. At this inter- 
view there was a treaty renewed for the regulation of trade ; 
tbe Fleuiiiigs called it '* intcrcurstm mnlus, " because it see: 
to give tbe ovi-rbaliince of ititere<it to tlie Kngli»h : for, not 
mention other particulars, the clause of allowing the Dutch 
fish in the English seas, mentioned in a foniier treaty, was nnw 
omitted. 

About this time, po]>c Julius H. sent his nuncio to Jam«9, 
king of Scotland, to present bim with the title of protector of 
tbe CbrLstiau faith. This new honour was given him for his 
st^adine^ to the received doctrines, and for the zeal he 
shown tti prevent innovation. And to givn tbe better 
to the present, be .sent him a purple crown with gold How 
and a gold sword and scabbard set with diamonds. 

This year, the pope sent king Henry a cercanomotis bull, 
tbank liim for the furwardncss he liad lately expreBBcd to en- 
gage in the war. He takes notice, that tbe king's letter 
written upon this subject had been ten times (wniaod by hi 
self, and aftei*wards read publicly in tlie conclave ; where 
piety of bis design, and the nobleness of his proposal, 
extremely applauded by tbe cardinals. Af^er this c^immend*' 
tiun, the pope observes, that as for himself, he needed no 
prompting to the enterprise : tlmt be bad done hia utmost to 
bring tlie princes of Christendom to a goo*! understandii^ : 
that bis endeavours had been answered with sucoeas: that the 
ambusadors of several courts had met, and tlobaled this point 
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in the popeiJom of Innocent VIII., but that they brukc up 

without cutiiiug; to a ru»<)lution ii|>on Keveral articles : and par- ,- 

ticularly, they could not npree about the choice of a general. 
And thAt binoe the Turkish empire was more brohen and dis- 
turbed thnn under the present juncture, it was to be feared, it '*^3. 
would be a diflicult matter to make a practieable scheme, and 
bnng the princes into the enteqiriae. However, the pope pro- 
raised to do hi3 utnioet, and that the cardinals and himself 
would f^o in person if occasion required.^^ 

Tlie king, in his answer, acquaints the popo, "how sensible I*<**V'^ 
he was of the honour done him by tlie conclave : that he shouUl »cc K^^nii. 
always endeavour to pre&cne himself in the good opinion of """■**■ 
hia holiness : and that he bhould never remit of his zeal (or the 
interest of ChrisLendnm. That as to the holy Ntar, he con- 
ceived there was no reason to despair of success in that affhir: 
for notwith^itAndin^ the Turks were stronger by being better 
united than formerly, yet since the war was just, and the quar- 
rel religious, there was good ground to hope tlie cause would 
be blessed by God Almighty. As to the choice of a general, be 
thought il advisable to divide this post amongst three of the 
most considerable princes of Europe : that the whole force, 
raugetl under three divisions, should be put into their hands, 
and the command of their respectira troops be independent of 
vtu'h otJier: but in cose the fixing so many princfs was found 
impracticable, be conceived it would be much for tlic advantage 
of tlie eutcrpriso if the popo would go in person : ifbd that as 
fur himself, he would l>e ready fu attend his holiness, though 
no other prince should keep him company. And, to conclude, 
he entreats the pope to prosathe princes of Christendom to 
engage, and to forward the expedition with the utmost appli- 
catioD." 

The next year, the Udy Margaret, countess of liichmoud, .i.a 
began the foundation of St. John^s ciillege in Cambridge ; hut ^/„, ," * 
died before it was finished : however, her design was cKectually ^"/^^^ 
carried on by her executors, two of which were Fox, bishop of^ 
NVinchester, and I'iaher, bieimp of Rochester. The site of 
the college had been long nncc assigned to religiooa uses, 
though the property had Item thrice altered : first in the year 
II 34, Nigel I J., bishop of Ely^ founded an hospital here, for 
canons regular, who liad afterwards a suppIeuicutaJ prorision 
granted by king Kdwnrd I., who gave them the forfcilerf goods 
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q( forestaUers or rvgraters : aflcrw&rds Hugh <ie Balshat 
bishop of Ely. uho lived towards the latter end of the thirteeiil 
centun', converted it to a priory in honour of St. John 
Evan^list. This college hai] the good fortune of a great msnyl 
considerable benefactors, insomuch^ that in the year 1 634, there 
was n Bfttlenienl for a master, fifl^-four fellons, and four-acoi 
and-uight scholars. 

This year, archbishop WaHiam utade several reflations fur 
his court of audience, witii the consent of all the advocates and 
proctors belonging to it. 

By the second article, which I sliall only mention, the judge 
(if the court was to asNlgii advocates and proctors to plead and 
solicit for poor people arafis ; and tliat all the niinistera of the 
court should wave their fees and receive nothing: farther, thai 
the judge should expedite Uiese causes with all possible despatch, 
mild take nolhiog of the parties through the whole couisc of the 
process. And, in case any advocate or proctor, appointed by 
the judge, should appear unusually negligent and renii&fi in the 
uianagcmcnt of this business, or refnsc to go on with the cuim 
without money, they were to be for ever disabled fn)m pnitv 
tiaiiig iu this court. The learned Godolphin mcDtions tlie satiHi 
privilege of suing "iu forma pan[>cris," allowed in the court of 
Arches. 

In the beginning of the next year, the king died at lik 
]»laee at Riohnioml ; he left issue, Henry, prince of Walcs^J 
who succeeded him ; the lady Margaret, married to the king 
of Scots ; and the lady Maiy contracted to Charles, priucc 
Castile and duke of Uui^undy, who was aflcrwards emjwrur^ 
and knon-n by ilic name of Charles V*. 

In t.his reign there were some acts of parliament made witi 
reference to the Church, which I shall just mention. 

In Ilia lirst year, there was a statute passed **to enable 
bishops and other ordiiuuies, having episcopal juiisdictioD, 
commit clerks guilty of ineontinency and licentiousness, 
to detain them in prison as long as they should think coi 
vcuient." 

In his fourth year, an act passed " that all lettcr»-patei 
granted to any religious hou^e, for diaclmrging them frtmi tlio" 
payment of titbes, should be void and of none effect."" 

The Uiirtecnth chapter of this year takes notice, "tiiat 
|>cople were emboldened by (he benefit of the clei^ to commit 
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nionler, robbcrj', fcc." To prevent this inconvpnionce. this 
privilege is restrained, and now penalties enacted u|M>n utfeuders 
in such cases. 

And now a word or two conccminc; the king may aer\-e for 
a concluflion. As to his birth, it may bo observed he wu 
desceuded from a younger branch ; and that the liouse of 
York stood forcmoet in the Huccession : hut if his title appears 
questionable upon this score, the queen» by her acquiescence, 
seems to have dropped her claim, and transferred her right 
upon liim. However, it is thought his aoii Henry would not 
have been so resigning, but set u]> his uiother^s prottfllMons. 
And therefore his death is reckoned to his advantage, and said 
to have happened at a verj- seasonahio period. 

If we examine his qualities, we shall find them suit his 
fortune in a great measure, and answer up to the height of 
his station. His temper was grave and dispassionate; lie 
was regular and reserved in his pleasures : and business 
was |>erfectly his inclination. He had no favourites to mis^ 
place his bounty upon, to prepossess his judgment, and draw 
him to a wrong bias. He entertained people only for what 
thi'y were good for, aiwl was not governed by partijdity 
and fondness in the choice of his ministers. Ho was never 
overset with unexpected accidents, but ver)- liappy to disragage 
himself under a sudden emergency. Neither, on tlic otlier 
hand, did he seem defective in vigiLince and circumspection : 
for he had pensioners in moat courts of Europe, and was very 
exact and particular in his instructions to his ambassadors. 
He was juiit to his alUes, but managed with great reach and 
address, penetrated the bottom of other princes, and kept 
annietbing out of view in himst^lf. 

He wan careful, at home, to preserve the dignity of his 
character, to give the crown a distinguishing lustre, and to 
appear a king upon all occasions. I believe wo may say, his 
passion for grandeur carried him too far, made his humour leas 
agreeable, and drove him upon indefensible expedients. The 
rigours and oppressions of his reign may probably be charged 
ou this excess. It is tnie, justice, in his time, answered her 
figure between subject and subject. But when the crown was 
a party, her sword was sometimes mismanagetl. and her balance 
lield uneven. His revivuig obsolete laws, and harassing the 
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(tcople with nrhitrar)- finca and imprisoumout, ia much nit 
than can be excused. 

As for the military part, he was well provideil that way : 
though he might not have so much fire and fancy for charj 
as Edward IV. and Richard 111., yet his bliwd was warm 
mough for a ^neral : he wanted nu resolution to face a 
danger, and a1wa}'8 affected to appear in the 6eld, and com- 
mand in person. 

Further, he may be affirmed to liavc been a religious prtnco 
as to the main. He built six houses for tlie order of St. 
Frandft, founded the noble hospital in the Savoy, and preferred 
chnrchmen to the hij!:hpRt posts of honour and trust. And to 
make this part of his character more unquestionable, his pri- 
vate alms were Ukewiao very considerable, and in his will, he 
ordered the money unjustly wrested from the subject should be 
all restored. However, if the report mentioned by the lord 
Racon bo true, that he used to have his own spies solemnty 
cursed at St. Paul's, to make theui pass mure unsuspected : if 
this bo true, I say, his conscience Mas sometimes lamentably 
overruled, and his morals suffered by his pobtics in a deplonk- 
blL> manner. To conclude, he lived fifty-two years, reigned 
twenty- three and odd months, died exceedingly ricli, at 
lies buried in the stately chapel, built by himself, at \V( 
minster. 
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